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PREFACE. 


In 1868, the Government of India, at the suggestion of the Royal Society of Arts, London, assigned a large sum of 
money for the purpose of obtaining casts of some of the more important sculptures of ancient India. To carry out 
t us object, a part of the sum was made over to the Govrenment of Bengal, leaving it to make its own selection of the 
subjects, which it might think were likely, to be the most interesting, and best calculated to fulfil the object of the Govern- 
ment. In connexion with this grant, I suggested, in reply to an enquiry of Sir William Grey, then Lieutenant-Governor of 
engal that the party of modellers and moulders which the Government was then about to send to Orissa, should 
proceed to Lhuvanes'vara, where it would find the oldest and most interesting specimens of Hindu architectural 
ornament, and added that it would be well to depute along with it a person familiar with Indian antiquarian remains so 
that some historical and descriptive accounts might be secured of the several monuments from which casts would be taken 

suggestions were approved by the Bengal Government, and I was directed to accompany, as archaeologist, the party 
of moulders, draitsmen and photographers which was sent down to Bhuvanes'vara in the winter of 1868-69. The follow- 
mg pages are the result of my labours in connexion with this mission. 

1n prosecuting my researches I had a two-fold object in view; in the first place to carry oat the direction, of the 
late lord Canning, a, laid down in hi, memorable resolution on the antiquities of India, that is to say, to secure •• an 
accurate desmpt,on,-illnstrated by plans, measurements, drawings, or photograph,, and by copies of inscription,-of such 
remanrs as most deserve notice, with the history of them so far a, it may be traceable, and a record of the traditions that 
are retained regarding them ; and in the seeond place to notice prominently such points in them as were calculated to 
toow any special light on the social history of the to which they referred. Per this pnrpeso. Si, Gardner 
^ un90n 8 learne(l wol ’h on the Ancient Egyptians” has served me for a guide. 

With a view to avoid repetitions and references to fragmentary remarks interspersed under different heads, the work 
las been divided into two parte, the first comprising general observation, on the nature and character of the objects 
noticed, and the steend, detailed descriptions of those objects, the former embracing only those characters which are com¬ 
mon to particular classes, and the latter the peculiarities of individual relies. Thus, in the Introduction an attempt ha, 

been made to put together the information available-regarding Orissa in ancient authors, reserving notice, of particular 
localities for treatment under their respective heads; to in the firrt Chapter, the history of Indian architecture has been 
discussed without reference to the date, of the different cans and temple, which constitute the principal subject, of descrip- 
,on. In the second Chapter I have given a brief snmmaiy of the general principle of Orissa,, temple architecture, apart 
rom special characteristic, of any particular temple. The third ha, fo, it, subject sculpture and architectural omJto 
tron so far as the same can be din,touted from objects now extant. In the fourth I have attempted a sketch, of the social 
comnone the temple-hudder, of Onssa from their sculptural decorations. The fifth Chapter comprises anoutline ef 
the history of the several systems of religion which have influenced the growth of Orissan art. 

In the second volume the tot Chapter ha, been devoted to the antiquities of the Khandahiri Hills, the seeond to the 
temples cf Bhuvancs vara, the third to those of Puri, the fourth to those of Konarak and Satyabadi, and the fifth to those ’ 
of Darpana, Jajapur, A lti and other places of minor importance. 

In the course of compiling this work I have derived assistance from several gentlemen, to whom I wish to avail myself- 
of the present opportnn, , publicly to tender my thanks. H. H. Locke, Esq., Principal of the Calcutta School of Art has 
helped me most materially in a vartey of ways. When I was proceeding en my tour, he placed at my disposal the semce.- S 
of one of his best puprls, Annadaprasad Bagchi, who accompanied me to Orissa, and took sketches and plans of a 1„- . 

number of altering objects. On the return of the mission from Orissa, Mr. Locke caused drawings to be prepa¬ 
id! he caste hat hail been brought to Calcutta, »nd allowedme frccaccsss to them. Mart of the lithographic iT 
of to work have been prepared by bis pupils, and the.labon, and tooSbl, he has undergone in superb • - - 



execution have been immense. Some of the illustrations could not be satisfactorily executed from the drawings and plans 
which I had brought, and lie had, therefore, to get models prepared by his pupils, and finish the illustrations from pho¬ 
tographs taken from those models. He also placed at my disposal a series of ground plans of the Hdayagiri caves which 
he had prepared for his own use, and allowed me access to his splendid collection of photographs of Orissan antiquities. 
He has been, moreover, in frequent correspondence with me regarding the text, the greater part of which he has 
read in proof with a view fully to discuss the several questions raised in it. The suggestions and hints which 
he lias afforded me in course of this correspondence, have enabled me to avoid many errors and mistakes which 
would have otherwise disfigured the pages of this work. The assistance was rendered often under very trying circum¬ 
stances—while labouring under ill-health, or overwhelmed with official work ; and I feel deeply grateful to him for the 
same. In justice to him, and to prevent misconception, 1 must add, however, that though I have freely consulted him in all 
matters in which I had doubts, and derived much benefit from his advice, the opinions expressed in this work are entirely 
my own, and it is possible that he may differ from at least some of them. 

The printing of most of the lithographs has been done under the superintendence of Captain J. Waterhouse, R. E., 
Assistant, Surveyor General of India, and my acknowledgements are specially due to him for the collotypes of the 
Udayagiri friezes which he very obligingly prepared for me. 

My thanks are also due to II. C. Levinge, Esq., Superintending Engineer of the Behar Irrigation Works, for a set of 
eighteen negatives, several of which have been psed in the illustration of this work. To John Beames, Esq., C. S., 
Collector of Cuttack, and Joseph Armstrong Esq., C. S., Collector of Puri, I owe the originals from which the maps of 
Cuttack and Puri have been printed; and I am also endebted to Babu Rangalala Banurji, Deputy Magistrate, Cuttack, 
the Honorable Kristodas Pal and Babu Pratapachandra Ghosha for much valuable assistance and information. 

Owing to my protracted indisposition, to the paucity of competent lithographers in Calcutta, and to other causes which 
it is needless here to recount, the publication of this work has been greatly delayed. Even now it can be brought out only 
in parts. This I regret much, though I believe that apology is unnecessary where there is no probability of complaint. 
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INTRODUCTION. 




EITHER Ganes'a, the Hindu patron of wisdom, nor Sarasvatf, the goddess of learning, seems ever to have 
paid any encouragement to history, and, 'as a consequence, Indian jiteraturo is almost void of all authentic 
historical records. Twice ten thousand volumes* even now attest the literary activity of the Indian votaries 
of those divinities, and almost every branch of ancient'learning has had its earnest and most devoted cultivators. 
Nor are the works we allude to, bearing in mind their, age, , in any way wanting in value as monuments 
of antiquity, profound erudition, and superior; intelligence. In antiquity the Sanhitd of the Rig Veda, as the 
earliest record of the Aryan race extant, holds a higher rank than even the'.oldest writings of the Jewish race, 
In general excellence, the Rdmdyana yields not the palm of superiority to the Iliad of Homer. And in depth 
of knowledge and subtlety of argument the Dars'anas of India bear no unfavourable comparison to those of the 
greatest philosophers of ancient Greece.f The Grammar'-of Panini stands unrivalledand unique in its own 
line; and in astronomy, mathematics, logic and rhetoric, in romanco and legends, in law and civil polity, in medicine, 
music and dramatic composition, there is an extent of ancient literature still existing, the like of which can no where bo 
met with, except perhaps in Rome and China. J Vet India never produced a Xenophon or a Thucydides, and her heroes and 
them mighty exploits, her greatness and her early civilization, where they live, live but in song. 

Again, the Indian sages strove hard to develope a thoroughly scientific system of cluonology, and many learned, 
elaborate and intricate schemes for calculating the lapse of time are to tliis day current to bear witness to their energy 
and ability; but there are very few ancient books which bear authentic dates, or, bearing them, givo the dates of con- ‘ 
temporary or previous historical occurrences. 

Nor are the shortcomings of the written history of India supplied by her ancient monuments. The ravages of time 

and of her climate, the hostility of rival sectaries and governments, and the iconoclastic zeal of Moslem fanatics, have 

swept away most of them from the face of the earth, and the few that remain can ill tell their tale with sufficient precision 
to meet the requirements of the historian. To quote the language of Sir Thomas Browne, u oblivion reclineth on her 
pyramids, gloriously triumphing, making puzzles of Titanian erections, and turning old glories into dreams. History 
sinketh before her cloud. The traveller, as ho passeth amazingly through those deserts, asketh of her, who builded them; 
and she mumbleth something, but what it is, ho heareth not.”§ 

The prospect thus of the historian of India is far from being promising. There is, however, no limit to human 
inquiry; and much may be done by diligence and industry even in fields which* appear at first sight to be 1 gloomy and 
forbidding. Moreover, every literature, how r ever fabulous. or mythical may be its character,, lias a historical value, and 

that of India cannot be an exception. Tales, traditions and romances, the ordinance's of kings and the pandects of law¬ 

givers, the rituals of religion and the musings of poets, must all take.their tone and character from the state of society 
in which they are developed, and cannot but serve, imperfectly though it be, as annals of civilization. In the same 


* The total number of Sanskrit works extant does not probably exceed 
fourteen thousand ; the rest are made up of Pali, Prakrit, and M&gadhi (Jain) 
compositions. Dr. Fitz-Edward Hall estimates the number of Sanskrit 
works extant at ten thousand. 

t Victor Cousin, one of the greatest thinkers of the age, has some- 

1 


where said, “ The history of Indian philosophy is the abridged history of 
the philosophy of the world.” ^ • 

X The ancient literaWo of Egypt was once vast, but it has long since 
ceased to exist. 

§ Fragment on Mummies, Works, IV. 273, ed. 1836. 








way, almost every monument or carved stone, every ornament or utensil, however rude, or monstrous or grotesquo may 
be its design, bears on its face an index to the intellectual condition of some individual or community, and may he made, 
with proper care, to yield an acceptable contribution to tho cause of history. And inasmuch as such materials are by no 
means wanting in this country, though they lie scattered, unknown, or neglected, covered by the shroud of dead languages, 
or buried under the rubbish of ages, there is yet room for hope. From their peculiar naturo, such materials may be 
expected most in isolated places, which have boon comparatively little exposed to the tide of foreign invasion. There 
they are least subject to external, religious, moral and social influences, and are better able to retain their original" character 
than in the great seats of commerce where many nations constantly come into familiar contact. 

The Province of Orissa is a place of this description. Cut off from tho rest of India by ranges of hills and inhos¬ 
pitable wilds on the one side, and hemmed in by tho sea on the other, it enjoyed perfect immunity for a long time 
from tho inroads of tho Muhammadans, and even in its worst days did not suffer so much as the rest of India. Commerce 
it had next to none, and its people lived happily and contented for ages under a national government, with eveiy oppor¬ 
tunity to cultivate the arts of peace, and to promote tho prosperity of their fatherland. The ancient monuments 
it contains are, therefore, more authentic than what are to be met with in most other parts of India, and, as such, have 
a peculiar interest and significance for the antiquarian. The greater part of the ground is all but a terra incognita to 
oriental explorers; but few comparatively have ventured upon it, and then only upon its borders as it were, to confirm 
a foregone opinion, or indulge a momentary curiosity; so that the important question of its archeology remains, for 
all practical purposes, unanswered to this hour.* 

Even tho origin of its very name is involved in doubt. Unquestionably the word Orissa is a corruption of the Sanskrit 
Odra-des 'a, the country of the Odras or Udras ; but who tho Odras were, remains yet to be determined. According to gram¬ 
marians tho word Odra is derived from the root Ud “ to embracebut this derivation does not in any way serve to elucidate 
how tho province came to bo so designated. According to some, it is a compound of the prefix a (as) “ slight increase” and the 
root unili gsft “ to soil” with tho affix raka, (*w) the d being changed to d, meaning “ tho country of tho dirty people,” 
tho Uriyas being, in the estimation of the Bengalis, unmindful of cleanliness; but the derivation, on tho face of it, 
appears so fanciful that it may be at onco rejected as an after-thought. Lassen takes it to bo a Prdkrit form of the 
Sanskrit Uttara “ north”—the northern countryj-. A common ornamental plant with large bright red flowers (.Hibiscus 
rosa sincnsis%J is in Sanskrit named Odra , and it has been alleged that the province derives its name from tho plant “ the 
land of hibiscus flower,” in the same way that India is called Jambitdvipa “ the island of the jam fruit” from the Eugenia 
jambolana which is said to have been at one time very widely spread over tire country. I do not, however, remember 
to have noticed tho hibiscus or shoe-flower as particularly abundant in those parts of the Puri and Cuttack districts 
through which I have passed, and, though greatly- esteemed by tho Uriyds under the name of Manddra, or the representative 
on earth of tho fabled pdnjdta% of Indra’s heaven, it does not appear to form by any means a prominent feature in tho 
flora of Orissa. It is not likely, therefore, that the province should be named after the plant. In the Institutes of Manu 
mention is made of a tribe of men named Odras who were originally Kshatriyas,|| but who were degraded and deprived 
of tho privileges of their caste for non-observance of religious rites. They are put under the same class as the Palm¬ 
yras, Dfavidas, Kambojas (Afghan), Yavanas, S'akas (Scythians), and other aboriginal or non-Aryan races.^ Tho 
Mahabliarata, in the HaiivaAsa Parva, names them along with the Surashtras, Bdhlikas, Madras, A'bhiras, Bhojas, 
Pdndyas, Angas, Kalingas, Tamraliptakas, Paundras, Yanriclmlas and the Keralas,—most, if not all, of whom were 


* Since the above was written, Dr. Hunter’s invaluable work on Orissa 
has thrown a flood of new light on the subject. With the solitary exception 
of R&jasth&n in Tod’s “ Annals,” no province of India has had the benefit 
of so able, so brilliant and so masterly an historian. 

t Orissa heisst im Sanskrit OcFra ; so schon Manu X, 45, wo das Yolk, 
wio Paund’raka (s. oben S. 140) und Dravida zu den entarteten ICrieger- 
stammen gezahlt wird, zum Zeichen, dass cs damals nichts oder nur weniges 
von Brahmanisekcr Cultur angenommen hatte. Auch Audra , Y. Pur. p. 
192. O 'd’ra ist eigentlieh dor nordliche Theil. Gleichbcdeutend ist TJtka- 
la ; s. TriJc. f. II. 11. Das Wort bedeutet auch Lasttrager und Vogel- 
ftinger. 0 'd’ra loite ich ab als Prakritform von Auttara, nordlich, von uttara , 
odWara , od'ra. Es ist vielleicht als Nordtheil Kalinga’s zu fassen. Orissa 
ist entstanden aus O'drade^a (- dc'sha gesproeken), Orde’sha, woher die 
Portugiessen Orixa, wir Orissa. Der alte Konig Meghavakana, nennt sick 
Oberherr von Kalinga, nicht von Od’ra, in der Insclirift in Khaudgiri in 

Orissa, s. As. J. of B. VI, 1090. Hiuan Tksang, p. 3S9, untersclicidet Outclia, 


von Kalinga; N. W. von Tamralipta liegt Icolonou Soufalana , der Lago 
naeh an der Suvarnarekha, doch kenne ich nicht Karan'a-Suvarn'a, goldcno 
(Stadt) der Karan’a oder Schreiber. Yon da S. O. Outdid, dessen Haupt- 
stadt Tdiditalo viel Seehandol trieb, auch nacli Ceylon, dann folgt Kounrjiutho 
mit der Hauptstadt am Meero; sodann S. W. eine Waldwildniss, endlich 
Kalinga. Dieses Oressa ist sehr klein. Inclische Altertlmmskunde, I. p. 
186. 

t Wilson takes it to be the Hibiscus mutalilis, but on no reliable 
authority. The mutalilis is not near so common in Orissa as the rosa 
sinensis. 

§ In Bengal the En/t7irina indica represents the parijata. 

|| Colebrooke, on the authority of the Jatinrila given in the Rudra- 
jamala Tantra, makes them degraded Brahman as. Essays II. 179. 
f ^rr^TWT tkwt: i 

f%TT7TT W!•* II 


Manu, X v. 44. 






either aboriginal or non-Aryan * * * § In the same way the Rcimdyana^ reckons them sJov.g with aayoat number of barbarous 
races, none of whom found a place within the pale of pure Brahmanism, and it may be fairly concluded that they wore 
a race of aborigines like the Coles, Bheels, Khonds and other primitive races, and tho province was named, as supposed 
by Sterling, after its inhabitants, “ the country of the Odra race.” If this inference bo tenable, it would afford a curious 
clue to the meaning of the second namo, Utkala, by which the province is known to Sanskrit writers.$ Mediaeval 
etymologists take it to be a compound of Ut “ above,” or an expletive, and leal “ to go,” meaning “ one who travels 
with a load,” “a porter,” and secondarily Uriyas who are extensively employed oven to this day as load-camers and 
palki-bearers. The root leal also means “ to sound indistinctly,” and some imagine that it has been used to indicate tho 
imperfect sounds of Uriyd speech.§ Both these derivations are, however, fanciful, and we must look to other than tho 
Sanskrit for the true radicals of the word under notice. Odra is by far tho most extensively used term for the Uriyas, 
and its vernacular form is Od, or Ud, both according to the rules of the Prakrita grammar and popular usage. If this, 
as a specific tribal designation, be added to Kola, the generic namo for tho aborigines, wo get Utkola “ a kola of the Od 
or Ud class,” tho sonant d being required by a well-known euphonic law to chango to tho surd t. Tho subsequent 
conversions of Ut into ut and Kola into leala aro the results of phonetic decay, or vernacular corruption and regeneration 
of which innumerable examples may easily bo adduced. In corroboration of this derivation it may be observed that 
in Sanskrit, Utkala means a bird-catcher, a term which is peculiarly appropriate to a kola {AnglicS Cole), whether of tho 
Od or any other tribe. According to Colonel Wilford, Utkala is equal to udleala, and “ implies the great and famous country 
of cola ;”|| it is the same with tho “ Encolla” of Nonnius mentioned in his Dionysiacs.^ Dr. Hunter, in his Dissertation on tho 
non-Aryan Languages of India, accepts Od to be the archetype of Odra, and then points out its previous transmutations 
through three different stages. “ The specific term for man among a large section of tho Indian aborigines is,” ho 
observes, 11 ha or ho, lengthening through tho Visarga into hah, has, had (har) hod (hor).” Dropping tho li of the last by a 
process of cockneyism of which instances may be met with in many Indian vernaculars and notably in that of Dacca, where 
tho common people aro as averse to pronounce tho initial li as a London labourer, tho remnant is od “ whenco, Odra, Uriya, 
Urihar OcMon,”** &c. He takes kala, however, to be also a modification of ho, and if this be admitted, the question arises 
as to how the same word should occur in two such markedly different forms as ut and leala in the compound Utkala. 
Two diametrically opposite series of changes of one word cannot simultaneously go on in one language, and it is not 
at all likely that tho result of one of them should be adopted to imply a generic idea, and that of the other the differentia. 
It seems probable, therefore, that the lea series of race names are independent of tho ho series; or, what is more pro¬ 
bable, the Br&hmanic races who first came in contact with the Coles in Upper and Central India, used it as a generic term, 


vt*tt: qmrq ^riprq w 

cTvk •InifT* wcw ii 

Harivansa, v. 12, 838. 

wrqiffpr: n 

Mahabh&rata, SabMparva, I p. 374. 

Again, qrofa I 

Mah&bfoirata, I p. 350. 

Goressio’s Rdmayapa, IV. 38. 

Again, ^ I 

q^rcT*r ^ n ^ » 

jn-^TVT-sr sjqqilhr ^jqrc^iw i 

II a 

w ^T^frsrrirfq n ^8 ii 

Ibid. , IV. 55. 

$ iTRi f-Trikdndascs'ha, II. 1 to 11. 

It is related in the Harivansa that Manu once offered a sacrifice to 
Mitra and Varuna, with a prayer for progeny, and the result was a beautiful 
maiden, Ida or Ila, who issued forth from the fire dressed in exquisite apparel, 
and adorned with a profusion of ornaments. A quarrel thereupon 


arose as to who should possess her, and it was ultimately decided that sho 
should change her sex, and alternately become a man and a woman. In her 
feminine capacity sho abided with Budlia, son of the Moon (Soma), and 
becamo tho mother of Pururavas; ' and as a man, under the namo of 
Sudyumna, she had three sons, tho eldest of whom Utkala, got Orissa, tho 
second Gaya became the master of Gay&, and tho third Vinatas'va was 
invested with the sovereignty of the Western country. It does not appear, 
however, that the son of Sudyumna gave his namo to tho country. 

qrcwfiihn* i 

Ilarivansa, Chap. 10. 

The Bhagavata Purana give this story with slight variations, and the 
Vishnu and Brahma Puranas attribute tho change of sex to a malediction 
of Siva. 

§ Sterling says it means “ the famous portion,” and some of Ins Pandits 
elaborated this into the region famous iu the Kali Yuga for its temples and 
Kshetras. As Its. XV. 166. Mr. Boames derives it from Ut “ out” and 
kala “ a strip” an “ out-lying strip,” but doubting the applicability of tho 
second term, he adds “ in classical Sanskrit we have only qr^TT fern., but tho 
masculine must also have been in use, as is shewn by numerous forms in the 
modern languages.” Proceedings , Asiatic Society , Bengal, 1870, p. 193. 
Some suppose that the word kula “ shore,” is probably one of the components 
of Utkala, but I have nowhere seen the conjecture developed. Others derive 
it from (W) and ^rrfsr 

|| Asiatic Researches IX. 72. 

Nonni Dionys. Lib. XXVI. 26, 244, apud Wilford, 

** Comparative Dictionary, &e., 24. 











ami when they met the Ods in Orissa, jaamed &ujii a$ a separate tribe of the Colos—“ the Od Coles.” This is a question, 
however, which does not call for any lengthened discussion in this place. It is enough for our purpose here that Od is 
generally supposed to be a tribal designation, and, what is of greater importance, that this supposition is not a mere 
conjecture, but is fully borne out by tangible living evidence. In many parts of Orissa and particularly in the par- 
gannah of Khurdd there exists to this day a race of agriculturists or chdsds who profess to be Hindus, and are in 
no way different in their physical characteristics from the general population, but who are shunned by all their neighbours as 
degraded beings, and obliged to live by themselves in separate communities, having their own separate Brahman priests, 
an^d .peculiar customs, and social observances. Although chdsds by name, they are looked down upon as the lowest of the low,, 
even by the tehs and other castes who, according to tlie Paurunic gradation, should themselves be lower. These men, 
like the fallen Moslim population of Bengal, or the oppressed Bliumiyas of Chutid-Nagpur, consider themselves the real 
proprietors of tlio soil, and have a clear impression that the Jtajds of Orissa were mere usurpers of a country which once belong¬ 
ed to them; and Saraladdsa, a mediaeval Uriyd poet, supports their pretension in his translation of the MaMbliarata by 
describing Orissa as the kingdom of the Ocls, Od rdshtra .* An equivalent term, Od Mandala , is also of common occurrence 
in old ballads. These Ods cultivate sugarcane, and carry burthens on bullocks, which no other Uriyas, particularly those 
living south of tlie Brahmanf river, can do without losing their caste. Among the Mdhintis and other Uriya tribes, the 
wonten throw off their brass khdriis or bracelets, as soon as they can afford to purchase ornaments of more precious metals, 
but the wives of these agriculturists, whether rich or poor, are all required to wear them as long as their husbands are 
living, in the same way as Bengali women wear an iron bracelet, or a bit of iron twined round with a piece of gold 
wire, during the life time of their husbands. On occasions of public feasts, I understand from Babu Chandrasekhara 
Banurji, for a long time Deputy Collector of Cuttack, these people observe peculiar customs unknown to their neigh¬ 
bours. They spread a large mat made of the root of tlie Lend or Ichaslchas , and heap thereon a quantity of a kind 
of baked rice called hurum. Everybody present, whether rich or poor, great or low, must sit around this heap, and 
cat a handful of it before partaking of any other food. Although Hindus by profession they have no caste distinction, 
and tlie four different tribes into which they are divided intermarry without offence. These tribes are severally known 
as, 1st dahi-Jcalasd , owners of the curd-jar, or men who rear cattle and sell curds; 2nd, pcnddlcalasd , keepers of gruel jar, or 
men who live on sour gruel ; 3rd, s'ukaralachhd , or swine-herds; and 4 th, Benatiyd, or dwellers in khaskhas bushes ; but their 
common designation is Od or Od-cliasa , and wo cannot but accept them as the remnants of the original inhabitants who gave 
their name to the province. 

The prevalence of the Od race in Khurdd, and the prominent position which that district occupies in the liistory of 
Orissa, suggest tlie idea of its having been at one time the capital of the Od dominion. But how far that dominion 
'extended, it is impossible now satisfactorily to determine. According to Sterling, “ tlie original seat of tlie Or or Odra 
tribe was limited by the Rishikulya river on the south, and the Kansbans on the north;” that is the delta of tlie 
Mahajiadi with a small area round about it. I cannot ascertain tlie authority on which he lias given this boundary; but 
there is no reason to doubt that it is the most probable conjecture. This limit, however, was soon exceeded, and the 
dominion of the Odra Rdjds in its palmiest days extended very largely, both towards the north and the south, and to some 
extent also towards the wost, though not so extensively. Traces are not wanting to shew that during the ascendancy 
of the Gangdvansa princes, their kingdom embraced Gour on the one side, and the whole, or at least a part, of Karnata 
on the other; though the epithets “ lord of nine millions” and “ sovereign of Gour and Karnfita” which their descendants 
invariably assumed were, of course, empty titles, very much like “the king of France” in the coins and medals of 
George the Second arid some of., his predecessors, j*\ emblematic of some success in war, or temporary possession, hut 
expressivo of no permanent sovereignty. Certain it is, however, that for a long time “their dominion extended from a line 
dia^vvn from Triveni Ghat above Ilugli, through Bishenpur to the frontier of Pdtkurn on the north, and to the Godavari on 
the south ; and from the Ilugli river and the sea on the coast to a line carried from Singbhum to Sonepur, skirting Gangpur, 
Samblialpui* and its dependencies, through Bastar to Jayapur and the Godavari.” J According to the Ain i Akbari, Orissa, two 
centuries ago, comprised the five “ sircars” or districts of Jelasir, Bhadrack, Cuttack, Kallendrapat and Rajmahindri.§ 


t Georgius IT. I). G. Maon. Brit. Fr. et. Hub. Hex. Fid. def. 

X Asiatic Researches, XY. p. 164. 

§ Gladwin’s Ain i Akbari , IX. 192. Jellasor contained 28 mehals, 
Bhadrak 7, Cuttack 21, ICallendrcpat 27, and Rajmahendri, 1G. I am 


indebted to Mr. Bloclimann for the following names of the different mehals. 
Sirkar Jalesar 1. Bdnsdihd, known as Huftchaur. —2. Bipli, (on the 
Subamarekha).—3. BdltsUM, (south ofHijU].-4. BalJcohsi [or Balkohi— 
a corruption, it seems of BalikothL]—5. Birijpadda , near Bandmandi on the 
Subamarekha in Bhilaurachaur. — G. Bhograi, has a strong fort.— 7. Bugri, or 
Bugdi. In North Medaipiir; it borders on Hugh District.—8. Bazar. _. 
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The first, however, included Midnapur, Mahakaunghat, and Narainpur, and the province of Orissa, therefore, may he said to have 
extended from Midnapur to R&j-mahendri. According to Sterling, “ at the opening of Muhammad Taki Khan’s administra¬ 
tion, A. D. 1726, who governed as the Naib or Deputy of the Nazim of the tliree provinces, the most authentic revenue 
records exhibit the Subah of Orissa as extending from a place called Radha Dewal, seven coss beyond the town of Midna¬ 
pur, to Tikdli Raghunathpur, one of the estates in or near the Maheudramali range of hills in Ganjam, a computed 
distance of 176 coss ; and on the west from False Point to the Bermul Pass, reckoned at coss eighty-five.”* * * * § Its northern limit 
was, however, never well settled; it advanced or receded according as the Muhammadan subahdars of Bengal proved 
weak or powerful, and the success of border warfare told in favour of the Uriyas or their neighbours. A little before 
the time when the East India Company assumed the Dewany of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, the northern boundary 
of the last named province was the south of the Rupanar&yan River, and that was probably its extremo limit to the 

north; for it is up to that line that the Uriya dialect was always current, until pressed back to the bank of the 

Subamarekha when Midnapur was transferred to the Commissionership of Burdwan. Its southern boundary was, like¬ 
wise, never permanently fixed, and oscillated between the, Chilkd lake and the banks of the Godavari. But it seems 
never to have been reduced to shorter limits than the SubarnarekM River on the one side, and the Chilkd Lake on the other. 
“Certain it is,” says Mr. Sutton, “that within these limits, at the present day, the Uriyd language is spoken in its 
greatest purity, and Uriya manners and customs, weights and measures, everywhere prevail; while to the north of these 
limits, the Bengali accent and terminations to some nouns and verbs are current, just as on the south of Ganjam, tho 
Uriyas vary their pronunciation of certain words after the fashion of the Telingas or Telegiis.”f 

It is impossible now to determine when Orissa first came to be known to the Aryan Indians. Its name does not 
occur in the hymns of the Rig Veda. But the province was not then altogether unknown. It then formed, as it did for 
centuries afterwards, a part of the great maritime province, including the Deltas of tho Mahanacli and the Godavari, of 

Kalinga, tho name of which occurs in connexion with tho origin of the sago Kakshivat, who was the son of 

Dfrghatamas by the wife of the king of Kalinga.£ Panini is also silent about both Utkala and Odradesa. In tho 
Ramdyana, as already shewn, the Odras, as a race, are mentioned, and the name of their country is likewise given as 
distinct from that-of the race. The Mah&bharata, in the same way, not only names the race, and in the Sabha ParVa 
describes a present of ivory given by one of its kings to the Pandus, but also alludes to the designation of liis 
country. But it does not seem to have been, at the time, held in any great estimation; it was described as a wild 
place, and its people barbarians ignorant of the rituals of the Vedas. In the middle of the third century before 
Christ, the country had risen to considerable importance; and As'oka, Emperor of India, deemed it desirable to publish 
edicts among its inhabitants, and to inscribe them on the scarps of its hills.§ But neither in his records, nor in the 
minor Pali inscriptions in the caves of Khandagiri is there any mention made of either Odra or Utkala. Buddhism, 
at that time, was on the ascendant in the place, and a great number of monasteries and temples were erected to supply 
the religious wants of the people. The country was, then and for some time previously, included under the generic 
title of Kalinga or the coast country, the kings of which, were Buddhists, and caused several of the caves to be excavated. 


9. Bdbhanbhiim [or Balvmanbhum], in Mednipur, borders on tho Hugli Dis¬ 
trict —10. Talliah, or Balliah (?), with the town of Jalesar. The first 
name has not yet been identified by mo.—11. Tambulak, Tamluk.—12. 
Tar/cud, near Jalesar.—13. Daioar shorbhiim , vulgo Bdrah. —14. Raima, 
4 miles west of Balasore.—15. Main, near the frontier [N. E.]. of Orisa. 
Not identified. Mentioned in Stewart, pp. 99, 100.—16. Raipur. Now in 
Parulia.—17. Sibang. Now Mednipur District.—18. Sigdrd. Still a 
parganah in Mednipur.—19. Kdsijord. Still in Mednipur.—20. Kharak¬ 
pur. Still in Mednipur.—21. Keddrkhand. Still a parganah in Mednipur. 
—22. Kardl. Still a parganah in Mednipur.—23. Oagndpur. Still a 
parganah in Mednipur.—24. Krohi. Gladwin’3 Kerowly. Not identified.— 
25. Mdljhattd. Still a parganah in Mednipur.—26. Mednipur. —27. Ma- 
hdkdnghdf, or Qutbpur. The fii'st name is not known. Qutbpur lies in 
Parganah Shahpur.—28. Narainpur, or Khanddr. Mednipdr, South. 

II. —Sibka'b Bhadbak. 

1. Barisd. Not identified.—2. JughjurL A largo place in the southern¬ 
most corner of the Nilgiri State.—3. Rdwelt Bhadrak with fort Bhdmna- 
gar. Known.—4. Suhnso. A large Parganah east of Bhadrak.—5. Kdimdn. 
Still a parganah. It is called Kil’ah Kaima.—6. Kadso. Not identified.— 
7. Mazkurin, i. e., petty zamindaries, <fcc. 

III. —Sirka'b Katak. 

1. Al. Now called Kil’ah AT, “ Killa Aul.”—2. Askah. Not identi¬ 


fied.—3. Atligarh. Now a tributary hill state.—4. Purabdikh. Now 
“ Purabdiiai, in Piiri, S. E.—5. BachUmdWh. Now Paehhimduai, in 
Puri, S. E.—6. Bahdr. Not identified.—7 Basdi Dewarmdr ?— 8. Burang. 
Is this Stirling’s Roreng ? (p. 187) a misprint, R. for B. ?—9. Bhijnagar. 
Bhanjnagar ?—10. Banja.' Not identified.—11. Brasuttam. This is Puri. 
—12. Ohaubiskof.— South of Puri.—13. Josh, or Jdjpur. The MSS. have 

josh. Is this a mistake for jashn = Jajnapur, ?_J4. 

Dak'hin Dilch. —15. Serdn. Now Seraen in Puri.—16. Sheigarh, in Puri._ 

17. Kofdes. In Puri.—18. Kafak Bandras. Cuttack.—19^ Khatrah. Not 
identified.—20. Manikpafan, S. of Chaubiskot 

Sirka'r Kalinga Dandpa't. 

(No names specified.) 

“ Dandpat” being given, “ Sirkar” is superfluous. 

Sirka'b Ra'jmahindbah. 

(No names specified.) 

The last two Sirkars belonged to “ Golkonda.” 

* As. Res. XV. p. 165. 

f Orissa and its Evangelization, p. 16. Vide passim, Lassen’s In - 
dische Alterthunuhunde, Vol. I. p. 183 and Dr. Hunter’s Orissa, I. p. 171. 

^ Muller’s Sanskrit Literature, p. 57. 

§ The inscriptions will be noticed in their proper places under the 
head of Khandagiri. 
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At that time, and probably from an earlier period in the history of India, the shores of the peninsula were divided into three parts; 
first the Malabar coast; 2nd, the Choramandala or the Coromandel coast; and 3rd, Kalinga or the Bengal coast. The last was 
again subdivided, according to Pliny, into three regions, vie., Colingo, Modocolingo [Madhya-Kalinga) and Macco-colingo 
(. Maga-Jcalinga ). The first extended from Granj am or lower down to the Ganges, and was probably the locale of Mount Maleus 
and the Orites.* The second, says Pliny, is a very large island in the Ganges : it included no doubt the whole of the Gangetic 
estuary from the mouth of the Bhagirathi to that of the Padma, opposite Sandip. The last was' .meant for the eastern, 
coast from Sandip to Arracan, most probably the u golden Chersone&e” of the Grecian writers and the Siwanna-bhumi of the 
Burmese. This sub-division of Kalinga has, however, long since become obsolete, add the name itself has been confined .to the 

tract of country lying between Cuttack'and Madras— -a tractVhich, in Muhammadan works and modern maps, is variously 

designated as the Northern Circars or TelingdnA.' Thus, we find it described in one of The Tantrast as lying between 
Jaganndth and the Krishna river; and in the Raghuvansa it is said to have been situated to the south of Utkala. The 1 antra 
in question makes Telingdna begin from Jaganndth on the east, JaganncUhdtpurvabhdgdt, which shows.that at least a considerable 
portion of Cuttack was at its time included within Kalinga, and the date of the work cannot be older than the seventh cen¬ 
tury of the Christian era. Colebrooke places Kalinga on the banks of the Godavari, but says nothing as to how far it extended 

to the north 4 

Arrian’s Periplus of tlie Erythrean Sea does not extend to beyond Cape Comorin, hut m the Sequel to it, there is an 
account given of the navigation of the Bay of Bengal along the coast to Arracan. No mention is made in it of Utkala, 
Kalinga or Odra-des'a. It is said, however, that proceeding “ from Masalia,” modern Masulipatam, where a great quantity 
of the finest muslin is prepared, “ the course lies eastward, across a hay, to DC-sarenh whero the ivory is procured of that species 
called B6sarb,” and then passing in a northerly direction by the country of a number of barbarous tribes “ the course turns 
again to the east, and sailing with the coast on the left, and the sea on the right, you arrive at the Ganges and the extremity 
of the continent towards the east called Khrusfe [or the Golden Chersonese].”§ 

The Des&renh of this extract Dr. Vincent supposes, and very reasonably, to be no other than the coast of Orissa stretching from 
Masulipatam to Balasore, and it is remarkable that the article for which it is noted is the same for which the Mahabharata gives it 
credit, namely, ivory, which was the most acceptable present which the king of the Odras could take to the P&ndu sovereign.|| Ac¬ 
cording to Wilford, however, the Desarene of Arrian was formed of “ ten forest cantons”— das 'a aranya —comprising the modem 
district of Chutia Nagpur. He says “Ptolemy considers the Cocila and Brahmanf rivers as one, which he calls Adamas or diamond 
river, and to the Mahdnadi he gives the name of Dosaron. He is, however, mistaken; the Mahanadi is the diamond river, and his 
Dosaron consists of the united streams of the Brahmanf and the Cocila.”f Professor Wilson goes further, and places it in the 
Chatisourh district on the strength of a passage in the Meghaduta, which describes the wild .tribe- of the Das'drnas as dwelling' 
to the north of the Vindhyan chain in the way of the Messenger cloud from Ramgiri to Kailas'a.** On the one hand,, this 
identification carries a country avowedly on the sea coast too far inland; on the other, if Desarene be the Greek corruption 
of theDas'arna of the Vishnu Purdna, the authority of the Meghaddta cannot be for a moment questioned. It is true that in 
geographical accuracy the Sequel is inferior to the first portion of the Periplus, and probably it was written from information 
received by Arrian from native mariners of Southern, or Western, India; still it is difficult to believe that he was so far misled 
as to leave the Orissa coast, which was then in a highly flourishing condition, and had extensive intercourse with the people 
of Southern India, altogether out of view, and to notice a district which never rose to any great celebrity, and was over 
two hundred miles away from the coast. The difficulty, however, may be met by supposing that Arrian alluded to the river Do¬ 
saron of Ptolemy_the Mahdnadi—and not to the savage tribe named in the Vishnu Purdna. The commentators of the Meghaduta 

derive Das'drna from Das' a “ ten,” rina “ a citadel,” the district often citadels ;tf and of citadels or little gharis there is no 
''lack in the southern parts of Orissa. If we accept Wilford’s derivation of “ten forests,” still it would not be necessary to 
proceed so far as Chutia Nagpur in search of them. The Sundarban which flourishes from a little above Kendrak to Balasore 
affords as extensive a range of forest land as any to be met with in the wildest part of Sirgujah, and to it the name of Das'aranya 
may be applied with every propriety. 


* In Indian gente Oretum, mons eet Maleus nomine. Pliny. Hist. Nat. 
75. . _ 

Saktisangama Tantra. 

$ Essays II. 179. 

§ Vincent’s Periplus of the Erythrean Sea , II. p. 475. 


|| Wilson’s Vishnu Purdna, p. 180. 

IF As. Researches, XIV. p. 405. 

** Lo! where awhile the Swans reluctant cower; 

Das arnii’s fields await the coining shower. 

Wilson’s Meghaduta , p. 30. 

ft “ The people of the ten forts subsequently multiplied to thirty-six, such 
being the import of Chatisgurh, which seems to be the site of Das'arya.” Wilson. 
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The “ ivory” mentioned in the extract is supposed by Dr. Vincent to refer to the horn of the rhinoceros. The 
words in the original are “ to* Xtyoiurai pma-apy,” and the true import of the sentence depends upon the woid Bosart,. 

Now, if bos be taken for a bull or a bovine animal, and are a corruption of the Sanskrit aranya, the result will be the Arna-gao 
or gour, Bos gourus, the enormous horns of which would no doubt be an object of great curiosity and in every way 
worthy of notice in a book of travels, or of presentation to a sovereign in a distant country. Dr. Taylor supposes the 
B&sarh to mean the Bos inilicus, or the buffalo ;* but as that animal was, in the time of the' MaMbhdrata, as it is now, very 
common all over India, its horns could not have been of such value as to be an acceptable present to Yudhislitliira. Tho 
range of the gour, on the other hand, was probably confined to tho western parts of Orissa, extending little beyond Chutia 
Nfigpur, and its horns may therefore bo supposed to have been a rarity at Delhi. It is possible, however, that the MahdbMrata 
alluded to real ivory, which was then, as it is now, abundant in Orissa, and Arrian referred to it, or to some product of an animal 
of elephantine proportions, but of bovine character. Rliiuoceroses were abundant in northern India even down to the time of 
Baber Shah, and could not have been a rarity during the reign of the Pandus. 

Little is to be met with about Orissa in the Sanskrit literature of the first four or five centuries of the Christian ora. 
In the RaghuvaAs'a, Kalidfisa makes Ragliu cross the Kapisa river by a bridge of elephants, and tlion proceed to Kalinga 
under the guidance of a king of the Odras. f In the charming drama of the Ratnavalf, a work of a later age, we find a princess 
of Ceylon wrecked on the Orissa coast; but there is no description of the place given in it, and even doubts may be entertained 
as to whether the poet intended to allude to Orissa or to Kalinga further down. 

In the Vrihat Safihitd of Varahamiliira, a work of tho middle of the sixth century, repeated mention is made of Orissa 
in connexion with the effect of eclipses under particular conjunctions ; thus it is said “ tho Panchalas, I\alingas, Surasenas, 
Kambojas, Odras, Kiratas, as well as men who follow tho profession of arms, or work by fire (smiths), suffer from illness if 
an eclipse takes place when the sun or moon is in Arios.”J Again, “ an eclipse in the month of Chaitra causes distress to 
painters, writers, and singers, to men who live by their beauty, to Vaidic scholars, gold merchants, the Paundras, Odras, 
Kekayas, and Asmakas; in that year the lord of tho immortals distributes rain unequally.”§ 

Fa Ilian, the Chinese traveller of the 4th century, seems not to have visited Orissa. After his peregrination in Behar and 
Bengal, he started for Ceylon from Tamralipta on the mouth of the Rupandrdyana ; but ITiouen Thsang, two centuries after him, 
closely following his route, arrived at Tan-mo-li-ti, the Tamralipti of tho Hindus and the Tamalites of classical writers, modern 
Tamluk,|| at a time when that town contained a dozen Buddhist convents and ten thousand monks. It had several memorial 
stupas, one of which was 200 feet high, and was said to have been built by Asfika. The district in which it was situated 
bore the same name, and measured about 250 miles in circumference. After a short sojourn there, he proposed to go to Ceylon. 
tt Wishing to start, he met an Indian monk of the south, who gave him tho following advice: ‘ In going to the kingdom of 

the Lion (Sinhala) it is not necessary to undergo a long sea voyage during which the winds are contrary, the currents 
impetuous, and the Yo-tcha (Yakshas “demons”) expose one to a thousand dangers. It would be better for him to start 
from a south-east point of Southern India: by that way he may arrive by water in the space of throe days. Even though 
you may be obliged to ascend mountains and traverse valleys, you will accomplish your trip in safety. At the same time you 
will have an opportunity of visiting the sacred monuments of Ou-tchd (Oudra—Orissa) and other kingdoms.’^ 

“ The pilgrim, thereupon, proceeded to the south-west, and arrived at the kingdom of Ou-tchd (Ouda). There are a hundred 
monasteries containing nearly ten thousand monks, who study tho law of the Great Translation. There are also many heretics 
who frequent the temples of the Devas, fDevalayasJ. The followers of error and of the truth live pell-mell. There may be seen 

Burdwan where there are still some remains of the Paunclras in the bastard 
Hindu Pans. The Tamraliptakas accordingly should occupy the whole of tho 
Howra district and undeterminate portions of Hugli, Midnapur and Burdwan 
districts. The dominion of the latter in the time of the Chinese traveller 
comprised an area “ a environ de quatorze d quinze cents li de tour.” “ Co 
royaume est situ£ sur une baie, et l’on y va par eau ot par terre. On y trouve en 
quantite des marchandises rares et pr^cieuses. C’est pourquoi les habitants de 
ce royaume sont en general riches et opulents.’ In referring to such a tract, the 
bearings and distances must vary considerably according as the boundary of the 
province or its capital is intended. The capital, which, in the time of Hiouen 
Thsang, had a circumference of 10 lis, was situated on the sea shore—“ sur les 
bords do la mer,” and bearing in mind how land has accreted near the mouth 
of tho Hugli, it would not be presumptuous to suppose that Tamluk formerly 
was on the sea-board. Indeed it may be with some plausibility questioned if 
the site of Tamluk was dry land eleven hundred years ago. 

St. Julien’s Hiouen Thsang, p. 183. 


* Journal As. Soc. XVI, p. 10. 

t * <t1wt nUvsi i 

W II 

Raghuvansa, IV. S. 38. 

+ ifrr^nsntr farcroriwrerwi: I 

Kern’s Vrihat Sanhita, p. 29. 

§ wto ptotbpt tf’cwwftt \ 

* Ibid. p. 36. 

|| The directions given by Hiouen Thsang are not very precise; but there 
is no reason to doubt the identification of Tan-mo-li-ti with modern Tamluk. 
The MahSbharata and the Puranas describe the Tamraliptakas as an aboriginal 
tribe, living to the south of the Paundras, and they on their turn lived to the 
• south of ChSmpd or Bhagalpur, and Bhirna encountered them in this order. 
This arrangement would make the Paundras occupy Birabhum and parts of 
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a dozen stupas built by the king Wou-yeou (As'oka) on which are oftentimes refulgent the most extraordinary prodigies.”* Hiouen 
Thsang’s biographer; Iloei-li, saysJittle of Orissa beyond Hiouen Thsang’s having there met a doctor of the Little Translation, 
named Pradjnagupta, who had written a treatise in 700 Verses on the doctrine he followed, and of his having refuted him in a 

v * S \ 

treatise of 1000 verses which* he wrote for the purpose. But Hiouen Thsang himself, in his journal, the Siyuki 
(lib- x. p. 10), supplies the following description of the province: u Ou-tchd (Otida, Odra, Orissa, East India). This 
kingdom is seven 'thousand lis (1150 miles) in circuit; the 'circumference of the. capital is 20 lis = 3| miles. The 
soil is rich and fertile, and the cereals are produced in abundance.' In general, the fruits are much larger than those of other 
kingdoms; it is vqry difficult to enumerate all the rare plants and the remarkable flowers that one sees there. One sees at 
all times a sweet colour. The people are in their manner ferocious, of tall stature, and of black complexion. * Their language 
is pure and harmonious; and differs altogether from that of central India. They devote themselves to the study of the Little 
Translation with .much ai\d indefatigablo ardour according to the law of .Buddha. There are a hundred monasteries, and one 
may count nearly ten thousand m6nks, all of whom study the doctrine of the Great Translation (Mahdyana). There are 
fifty temples of the gods. The* heretics live pell-mell with the orthodox. ”f 

The authorities quoted above clearly shew that Orissa was well known to the Indian Aryans from a very early period, but 
only as the abode of a! primitive, lion-Aryan, or a fallen, race. It had no reputation for sanctity, and never was thought of as 
a holy place of pilgrimage.for the Hindus.* It was first selected by the Buddhists as a very pu’omising field for their operations, 
for the aboriginal races of India doubtless offered to them, as they have since proved to others, better and more pliant subjects 
for prosclytism than the Aryans, and As'oka gave it great importance by recording his edicts and building temples in different' 
parts of it.. The Kluxn^agiri rock-cut caves which were excavated about that time, bear unmistakable evidence of the 
position which Buddhism-had attained in the country, and it would not be unreasonable to suppose that for some time after¬ 
wards the bulk of the pe'ople professed the faith of S'akya Sifiha. It would, from the above, follow that the people belonged to a 
non-Aryan race ; butHho vernacular'character of the language of As/oka’s edicts would imply that the population for whom they 
were designed, were of Aryan extraction. This difficulty may be explained away, either by supposing that at the time in ques¬ 
tion, Aryan colonists had so extensively mixed with the Ods as to give the whole an Aryan character, or that the ancient 
Pali was not the vernacular of Orissa. The last supposition seems the most probable, as the Pali of the edicts, though vernacular 
in appearance, is all but identically the same in Tirhut, Delhi, Guzerat, and Pesli&war, the only difference noticeable being 
* confined to the spelling of a few words, such as lajci for raja, whilst it is impossible for the spoken language of such diverse and 
distant places, though proceeding from a common source, to retain its unity in the mouths of different nationalities and under 
dissimilar physical conditions. The Prakrits of the time of Vikrarmiditya, which are nothing but advanced stages of the vernaculars 
‘ which had resulted from the disintegration of the original Sanskrit, show very marked differences in spelling and construction, 
and the same may be expected in the Pali of different places. This difference being wanting the inference is that the edicts were 
designed and written out in the language current in the court at Delhi, or at Pataliputra, and thence despatched for record in the 
different parts of As bka’s dominion without reference to provincial peculiarities of speech, and that the variations in spelling 
occurred during their transition from paper or palm leaf to stone under the superintendence of local officers, and the manipulation 
of local artificers. 

In the middle of the seventh centuiy, Hiouen Thsang found the Br&limans on the ascendant, hut Buddhism still maintaining 
its ground,—the heretics and the men of th6 law living pell-mell. Buddhism must have, however, soon after yielded to its adversary, 
and retired altogether from the field. The belief is pretty common that a general persecution headed by'BWkara AcMrya was the 
main eauSe of its disappearance, and that a long protracted war was carried on to effect-that object. According to Chevalier Bunsen, 
the Hindu priesthood “ rejected Buddhism, and entered on a sanguinary persecution of its adherents, issuing in a war of extermi- 
nation, such as we only find repeated once in the annals of mankind, namely, in that deadly struggle of the Romish hierarchy 
which ended with the yet more cruel Thirty Years’ War.”J The existence of a math 'or monastery of S'ankara at Puri has given 


* “ Lc Maitro de la loi se dirigea au sud-ouest et arriva au royaume de Ou- 
tcli’a (Outja). II y a Tine centame de couvents oul’on coxnpte environ dix millo 
religieux qui etudient la loi du grand Vdhicule ; il y a aussi des h^retiques qui 
frequentent les temples des JDevas (Devalayas). Les partisans de l’erreur et 
de la verity demeurent pele-mele. On voit une dizaine de StoUpas batis par 
le roi Wou-yeou (Apoka) ou 6elatent souvent des prodiges extraordinaires.” 

St. Julien's Hiouen Thsang, p. 1S4. 

f Ou-tch’a (Ou$a, Odra, Orissa, Inde orientale). Si-yu-ki, liv. X. fol. 10 “ Ce 
royaume a sept mille li de tour ; la circonference de la eapitale est de vingt li. Le 
sol est gras et fertile, et les grains viennent en abondance. En general, les fruits 


y sont plus gros que dans les autres royaumes; il serait difficile d’enum&er 
les planters rares et les fleurs renommees qui y croissent. On ressent en tout 
temps une douce, chaleur; les habitants ont des mpeurs Croces, une stature 
dlevfco ot le teint noir. Leur langue est pur$ et barmonieuse ; elle diifere de 
celle de V Inde centrale. ils se livrent a 1’ etude'avec une ardeur infatigable et 
beaucoup d’ entre eux suivent la loi du BoiiddJia . 11 y a une centaine de couvents 
ou Ton compte environ dix mille religieux qui tous dtudient la doctrine du 
grand Vehicule (MaliayJma). Ily a cinquante temples des dieux. Les her<$tiques 
habitent pele-mffie etc.” St. Julien’s Hiouen' Thsang, p. 425. 

} God iq History, I. 327. * 
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some colouring to this theoiy. There is nothing, however, in the records of the Buddhists and the Hindus to support it. Volumes 
upon volumes have been read and analysed, but as yet without affording a single trace of anything like a protracted war 
between the two sects. The two lives extant of S'ankara are perfectly silent on the subject, and nowhere shew that that great 
Veclintist and reformer ever used other than legitimate polemical weapons to overcome his opponents; and his character of a 
mendicant afforded him but scant opportunities to persecute rival sectaries.* It is worthy of note also that his biographers, 
who have entered into tedious details of his peregrinations in different parts of India, do not say that he ever visited Orissa. 
The fact is, that even as Buddhism rose mainly by working on the religious sentiment of the people, so did modern Hinduism. 
At a time when the rituals of the Veclic worship deluged the country with the blood of thousands of animals slaughtered in 
the name of God, the universal benevolence of S'&kya appealed to the feeling of the people with a force and directness of 
purpose, which proved irresistible. No man, who had seen a dozen heads of cattle killed by spikes driven into their chests, 
the usual mode of sacrifice at the time, could for a moment deny the superiority of a religion which preached mercy for all 
created beings, and absolutely prohibited slaughter of every kind. But the Brahmans were not slow in perceiving their weak 
points; they soon dropped the sacrifices of the Vedas; inculcated universal love and kindness, even in the very words of 
their rivals; and adopted a system of anthropomorphic theology which completely restored to them their hold on the mind 
of the masses. The theory of a gradual intellectual perfection, which formed the corner-stone of Buddhist philosophy, could 
not stand against a man-god endowed with supernatural attributes, and ever ready to attend to the call of his devotees; and 
faith and devotion offered to illiterate people far easier means of attaining salvation, than the cultivation of the intellectual 
powers to a high theoretical standard. The Brahmans went farther; they exalted the author of Buddhism by calling liim 
an incarnation of the divinity; and, instead of exciting antagonism, gradually won the Buddhists over to their way of thinking 
by explaining away their theology and their philosophy. Generally speaking, their policy was not to excite an odium tkeologicum , 
but to enlist the sympathy of the people in behalf of their creed by advancing half way, and agreeing to a compromise. 
They admitted the sanctity of the shrines and holy places of the followers of Buddha, adopted their customs and religious 
observances to a large extent, and preached in the language of their teachers; but all in a manner so as completely to undermine 
their system, and transform it into a different religion. 

Where it was impossible to appropriate a Buddhist temple to Hindu worship, rival temples were erected in its close 
neighbourhood, and services and ceremonials were so moulded and adapted as to leave nothing to the former to main¬ 
tain its pre-eminence in the estimation of the people.J The Hindu temples of Orissa and their superior sanctity are evi¬ 
dently due to this policy, for it is from the seventh century that we find the province noticed in Hindu writings, 
not as the abode of outcasts and barbarians as the MaMbharata made it, but as the chosen home of the gods. The 
Pur&nas, which underwent an extensive system of tampering and interpolation, and were brought to their present 
shape between the 5th and the 10th centuries, bear evidence on this head. The Brahma Parana devotes two cliapters§ 
to the praises of Bhuvanes'vara and Puri, which were selected by the gods S iva and Vishnu for their residence. In the 
fourth book of the Padma Parana,\\ Puri is extolled as the abode of Vishnu, and the holiest place on the face of the earth. 
The first and the second Books of the SJcanda Parana, ^ff relate the story of Bdja Indradyumna, who, at the close of the 
first or Satya Yuga, brought Jaganndtha to dwell amongst men on the Blue Hills of Puri (Nilachala). A subsequent volume 
of that work ( Avanti Khanda) describes somff of the principal spots in that town which claim peculiar pre-eminence. In 
reply to a query of Durgd as to what place on earth was the most sacred, and the secret abode ofMahadeva, the Siva Pur ana** 


* Professor Wilson is of opinion that “ it is a popular error to. ascribe to 
S'ankara, the work of persecution : he does not appear at all occupied in that 
odious task, nor is ho engaged in particular controversy with any of the 
Bauddhas : the more prominent objects of his opposition are the Mimdnsakas 
as represented by Madana Mis'ra, with whom ho holds a long and rather 
acrimonious discussion, and theNaiyayikas, and S'dnkhyas ; and the vulgar sects 
of Vaishnavas and S'aivas are alike the objects of his opposition ; he is especially 
hostile to the latter, and particularly to the Kapalikas, a class of S'aiva 
worshippers, who again are his most active enemies, and on one occasion 
assail his existence. 

“ He comes in personal contact with the Bauddhas, indeed, according to 
our authority, in but two instances : the first is a short conference with an 
A'rhata, who advocates the Madhyamika doctrines, or those of a Bauddha 
sect, and which is held in the Balhika country, a region identified by name and 
geographical position with the modern Balkh; and the second happens in 
Kashmir, where amongst the many sects who oppose S'ankara’s access to the 
temple of Sarasvatf, a short time before his death, the Bauddhas make their 
appearance. Besides the positive conclusion presented by these circumstances 


that S'ankara was not engaged actively in any personal conflict with the 
followers of the Bauddha schism, we derive from them a very probable conjecture 
as to the situation of the Bauddhas in the time at which Mddhava flourished, 
and as he places them no nearer than Kashmir and Khorasan, it appears likely 
that some period prior to his date was the epoch at which the Bauddha faith 
was compelled to retire from its native seat towards those northern regions in 
which it still prevails.” Essays, III. 193. 

f “ The Brahmans rarely attempted to ignore or denounce the traditions of 
any new people with whom they’came in contact; but rather they converted 
such materials into vehicles for the promulgation of their peculiar tenets.” 

Wheeler’s History of India, II, p. 419. 

X The adaptation of Christian theology and forms of worship by the 
Brahmas of Bengal offers an apt parallel in the present day. 

§ The 13th of the first part, and the 1st of the second; extracts from 
these will be given further on. 

|| Patala Khanda, Chapter VII. 

% Mahes'vara and Vaishnava Khancjas. 

** Uttara Bhaga, chap. XXVI. 
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inakes r her lord deliver the following reply: i( 0 daughter of the king of, mountains, 0 Devi, you have much adored me; 

I will, therefore, describe to you my Kshetra on the earth for your^ gratification. In the grand Utkala Kshetra, near the 
southern ocean, there lies a fine river that takes its source from the foot of the Vindhya mountain, and runs towards the - 
east. From it has proceeded a charming stream, by name Gandhavati, which is the very same with the Ganga, and flows 
northwards here.. * On it sport flocks of geese and karandavas (wild ducks) amidst golden lotuses; and its waters destroy all sin, 
and unite with the southern ocean. On its bank stands a forest, sacred to me, which removes all kinds of sin. It is the holiest 
of all holy places, and is known -by' the name of Ekdtnra* It ig filled with grandeur, and the six seasons are ever present 
there.’- 0 Pdrvati, that is iny Kshetra: v it is as great even as KdilasaItself.” 

These and like notices in the Purdnas prepared the way for'severa-1 independent works devoted exclusively to the Tirfyas, or 
sacred places of Orissa, and among them may be noticed the Kapila Sahhita, the EJcdmra Purdna , the Puntshottama Mdhatihya , the 
Ekamra ChandriU t, the Tirlha-clrintdmani^ and the Purushottama Tattva . The first is by far the oldest, and its name occurs in 
some of the Puranas. It opens with a request from Satyajit to give him an account of the different holy places of Utkala, and 
the gods who dwell therein. Kapila, in reply, says, “ Among continents, that of Bharata, and among countries that of Utkala, are 
tfio noblest, and nowhere oh the face of the earth is there a country like unto it. Its holy places were, in a former age, described 
by the great sage Bharadvaja for the edification of the sages assembled n&ir the sacred waters of Pushkara, and I shall relate to you 
what I have heard of it.” , The work then describes successively tile origin of the four sacred Kshetras of Orissa, viz., S'ankha 
Kshetra , or Puri; 2 , ArJca Kshetra , or Kendrak ; 8, Virajci Kshetra J pr Jdjapur ; 4, Padma Kshetra , or Bhu vanes'vara. Later 
authorities add a fifth, the Vimujaka Kshetra , or Darpana ; but it seems never to have risen to any importance, having nothing 
beyond an insignificant waterfall a;id a small temple dedicated to Ganes'a. The Sanliitd evinces no marked sectarian 
tendency, and its praises of the foursahited places are, on the whole, very fairly distributed; though the fact of its placing 
BhuvanesVara, the oldest^ at tlie end, wqhld imply that its author at heart was a Vaishnava of Orissa. Generally it has very 
little to say beyond the efficiency v of the place ts a /remover of all kinds of moral taint, having been expressly designed for 
the purpose by the gods.* The principal*river of thQ'couiitry, the Mahanadf, is said to be the Ganges herself in a new form, 
and a story is related of a sage, Sukdnti by-name, wild induced that “ celestial stream” to produce a second edition of herself, 

. M •, . 

stretching from tho Vindhya to the sea. . . .V* •' * 

The Ekamra professes to be an Upa , or minor, Purdna, and opens, in the usual Purdnic style, with an account of the 
primary and secondary creations, and then recounts in great detail a Humber of legends in connexion with the establishment 
of all the principal temples and sacred spots in BhuvanesVara. It’is avowedly a S'aiva work, and advocates throughout 
the superiority of faith in the Lingam over all other forms of worship. It comprises six thousand verses, divided into two 
parts and seventy sections. 

In extent the Purushottama Mdhaimya is somewhat shorter than the Ekamra Purdna , but it claims to be a part of one 
of the great Purdnas, the Skand’a: This pretension, however, is not admitted by the Ndrada Purdna, which divides the Skanda 
into seven parts, two of which contain chapters on the origin of Jagannatha, but none includes the whole or any great portion of 
this work. 11 If extends to 45 chapters, and is devoted exclusively to the praises of Puri and its principal places of pilgrimage. 
Of. Orissa generally it says very little beyond its being a well-known country in the Bhdratavarslia,*)* a very holy place on the 
shore of tjte-southern ocean,J the noblest and best of all, “ for there alone can man behold with wondering eyes Brahma in 

a material forrrt,”§ and so forth. ' ' • 

, The Ekamra Chandrikd is a guide to pilgrims, containing di^ectipns for visiting the temples and court-yards, the holy pools 
and.holier waters, of BhuvanesVara,’ and recounting the religious'.advantages to be derived by bathing, prostrating, recounting, 
performing s' rdddha, and giving alms to the poor, in those places. It quotes largely from the Kapila Sanhitd, the Ekdmra 
Purdna, the Rdmdyana, v the Mahdbhdrata, and the Maha Purdnas generally; but it contains very little of legends and anecdotes, 
and is singularly devoid of interest. Almost the same prostrations, the same mantras, and* the same mummeries, have to be 
gone through everywhere, and chapter after chapter repeats the same directions with scarcely any difference of language. 
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Kapila Sanhita, C. II. 


f I Chapter VII. 

+ ^ I Chapter IV. 
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The Tirtha-chintdmani of Vacliaspati Mis'ra is supposed to be a work of the 13th century. It contains brief descriptions of 
all the principal places of pilgrimage which a pious Hindu should make it a point to visit at least once in his life. Its account 
of Puri is elaborate, and the description of the car festival in it takes up over forty pages. 

The Purushottamci Tattva of Raghunandana is a brief and very unsatisfactory abstract of the last. Its account of Puri extends 
to only two pages, and that of Bhavanesvara to half a page. The TM/ia-gdtrd-paddhatik much better in this respect, being 
uncommonly full in many respects; but it is wanting in originality, and, being anonymous, is not reliable. 

None of the authorities referred to contain anything like real history: they all profess to describe provinces, towns, vil¬ 
lages, sacred spots, holy streams, and sin-removing fountains ; but they tell us nothing of their extent, their boundary, or their 
position—nothing regarding the people who lived in or by them, or of the sovereigns under whose sway they were. They tell 
the pious pilgrim all about the rewards which await liim in a future existence, but nothing of what he may expect in this. 
For chronology they seem to have had the most sovereign contempt. From beginning to end, there is not to be found in 
any one of them a single date. If they ever condescend to give any idea of time, it is only to refer their reader to the fabulous 
or mystic cycles of the Satya, Tretd and the Dvdpara ages,—to the days of Brahma, and the yean of the Pitris and the Devas, 
but never to any current era. 

For the civil history of Orissa our best guide is the Madid Panji , or the annals of tlic temple of Jagannatlia. It begins with 
an enumeration of the kings of the Satya Yuga, or the age of purity , and brings down the record day by day and year by year 
to the present time, noticing every remarkable occurrence that has taken place in the province in connexion with the history 
of the idol, and of its chief adorers, the sovereigns of Khurdii Such a record for such a length of time, if authentic and reliable, 
would bo of the utmost importance; but unfortunately there is nothing to show that the annals were really taken m 
hand at any very extraordinarily early period, or regularly kept up from the time when it was first undertaken. Judging 
from the language (Uriyd) in which it is written, and its general character, we believe, it was first commenced about 
six centuries ago. That it has ever since been regularly written up is questionable ; the political vicissitudes of Kliurda during 
the last five hundred years tend to show that there must have been many and very long breaks. We are also loath to vouch 
for the strict accuracy of the large benefactions of the former Rajds of Orissa, and of then- martial successes over sea and land 
as recorded in it. On the whole, however, it is a valuable document, and contains a pretty fair account of the later rajas of 
Orissa. The Pdnjias, or almanac-makers of the province, have also their chronicles of extraordinary events, and a few VuAs'd- 
valis in Sanskrit, giving the genealogies of royal dynasties; but as these have already been analysed by Stilling in his Essays 
on the history of Orissa,* and by Bhavdnlcliarana Bandyopadhyaya in his history of Puri, we need only refer to them here. 

Of the Muhammadan historians of Orissa, the most important is Abul Fazl, in whose time the province was first an¬ 
nexed to the Mughal empire. His Akbarndmah contains valuable notes on it, and in the reigns of Pratdpanarasinha Deva and 
Mukunda, differs very considerably from the Vans'avalis of the Panjids ; and in many respects, particularly regarding dates and 
the doings of Muhammadan generals, his testimony is far more reliable. In the sequel to the Alcbarnimah, the Ain i Akbari, he 
also gives an epitome of the geography and history of Orissa, which contrasts very favorably with the works of the native 
authors. The Makhzan Afghani, also called Tdrikh i Khan Jahdn Lodi, gives particulars regarding the reigns of Sulaimdn, who 
conquered Orissa in A. H. 975, Baud the pretender, Qutbi Lolnini .the zemindar, I'sa and his son Khwajah Sulaiman, and 
others. In the Haft Iqlim, the author, a Persian who visited the province at the beginning of the seventh century of the 
Hijarah, has recorded a few notes of liis impressions, and the Tuzak-i-Jehangiri has lists of all the governors of Orissa down 
to the time of the conquest of Khurdd in A. H. 1027. Notices of the province are likewise to be met with in the Padshdhndmah, 
the Shah-jehcinn&mah, the A'lamgirnamah, and lastly the Siyar ul Mutadkherin, and for the purpose of rectifying the errors and 
falsifications of the Puri chronicles, they are of great value. 

Of European authorities on Orissa and its principal monuments, it is not necessary to say anything here, but by way 
of bibliography, we shall give a list of some of the more important works. 

1. An account, Geographical, Statistical and Historical of Orissa Proper, or Cuttack ; by A. Sterling, in the Asiatic 
Researches, XV. 163. 

2. The History of the Rdjas of Orissa from the reign of Yudhisthira, translated from the Vans'avalis ; by A. Sterling, 
Journal, Asiatic Society, VI. 756. • 

3. Orissa and its Evangelization; by Amos Sutton, Derby, 1850. 


* Asiatic Researches, XIV. and Journal As. Soc., VI. 
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4. Orissa, tlie Garden of Supjerstrtion and Idolatry: including an account of British connexion with the Temple of 

Jagannatha ; by William F. - B.^iM’ie, London, 1850. (This volume is made up of certain articles published in the Calcutta 
Review, Nos. XVIII and‘ • •• • * 

5. Architecture 1 ! 6frOnssa, in James Fergusson’s History of Architecture, London, 1865. 

6. The Maiid-bobk of Architecture of the same author. 

7. • Picturesque Illustrations of Ancient Architecture in Hindustan, by the same author, London, 1847. 

■'8** Illustrations of the Rock-cut Temples of India, by the same author, London, 1845. 

9. Daniell’s Illustrations of the ancient Monuments of Hindustan, fol. plates. ’> 

10. R^cherches historiques et g^ograpliiques, sur lVInde ;-par J. Bernoulli, Berlin, 1787. - 7 

11. Monuments anciens et modcrnes de rHIindh^tan; par L. Langles, Paris, 1821. 

12. E'claircissemens gdographfcjues sur la carte de Y Inde; par M. d’Anville, Paris, 1753. " 7 

13. A Popular Account of the Manners and Customs of India; by the Rev. T. Acland, London, 1847. ■ 

l^.hv; (f^kl^ln’s Ayin Akbery, Calcutta, 1800. ' 

15. A Description of the Temple of Jagannatha and of the Rath-Jdtra, or Car festival; by F. Mansbach, in the Transactions 
of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain, III. 253. 

16. The History of Puri with an account of Jagannath ; by Brij Kishore Ghose, Cuttack, 1848. 

17. Indian Report of the Orissa Baptist Mission for the year 1846. 

18. India’s Cries to British Humanity; by J. Peggs, London, 1830. * * ' 

19. Mackenzie MSS. ^ \ ^ - a . * r -i U ! j 1 1 r ' 

f 

20. - Tenant’s Voyages. 4 '*"■ : f ^ g> ® ' ' r \ •' : - ; T: ^ 7 . ’• * 

2li ''BrSt^^n^Ghiu^hiirCollectiou of Travels. . , 

22. Anciennes Relations des Indes et de la Chine, Paris, 1718. * 

23. Bernier’s letters from the East (Southey in the Curso of Kehama, Canto IV. works out the story of the'virgin given 
in this work). 

24. Thornton’s Gazetteer of India, voce Orissa. 

25. Hamilton’s Gazetteer of Hindustan, voce Orissa. 

20. , Rennell’s Map of Hindustan, London, 1788. 

27. Simpson and Kay’s India, Ancient and Modern, London, 1867. 

28. Kitto’s Journeys through Orissa, Journal Asiatic Society, VII. 53, 200, 660, 828, 1060, VIII. 367, 474, 606, 671. 

■ 29. Mott’s Narrative of a Journey through Orissa; in Asiatic Annual Register, I. 76. 

30. '.Ancient and Mediaeval India; by Mrs. Manning, 2 vols. London, 1869. 

^ 31'. Prinsep’s Notices of Inscriptions from Orissa, Journal, Asiatic Society, VI. VII. ' 

32. ^Colonel Phipp’s Account of Jagannatha, Asiatic Journal for March, 1824. * r '* 

33. Lassen’s Indischo Alterthiunskunde, Bonn. 

34. Julien’s Histofre de la Vie de Hiouen Thsang, Paris, 1853. 

35. Cunningham’s Ancient Geography of India, London, 1871. - 

36. . Hunter’s Orissa, 2 vols. London, 1872. ' ■ •% W* ' 



PART FIRST. 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON THE ANTIQUITIES OF ORISSA. 



CHAPTER I. 

IjtiJUK Aschheottoi;. Absence of architectural remains in India of a very remote age. Opinions of Wheeler, Fergusson, and Mrs. Manning about the 
antiquity of Indian Architecture. Arguments in favor of such opinions. Such arguments not conclusive. Reasons why old remains are wanting. Grecian 
architecture. Pillars of As oka; they indicate the existence of architecture before the time of As'oka. Untenabilitv of tho Bactro-Grecian, Egyptian 
Assyrian, and Persian theories. Motions of architecture in Papini, the Mahabharata, the Rimayapa, and the Rig Veda. ' Wilson’s opinion. Conventionalism 
in architecture. Tamulian origin of Indian architecture discussed. Classification. Sanskrit works on architecture. 

;HL ancient monuments of Orissa may be described under the two heads of Buddhist and Hindu. From what 
has been observed in the Introduction it may bo easily inferred that the former aro by far tho oldest, though in 
extent and quality they yield to their successors. They are to be met with in tolerable preservation on the 
Kliandagin lulls near Bhuvanes'vara, and in mutilated fragments in the districts of Cuttack and Balasore. Tho 
Hindu remains are scattered all over the province. They are of very much the same character everywhere, and 
tho description of one group of them would, mutatis mutandis, suffice for all the others. It is desirable, therefore, 
both for the convenience of the reader, and to avoid repetition, to describe, under one general head, such parts of 
their details as are common to several, and to reserve their especial peculiarities for separate treatment. And 
uiasmuch as these monuments consist principally of architectural remains, and some of tho Buddhist relics rank 
with the oldest that have yet been met with in India, a few remarks seem necessary on the age when architecture 
proper was first learnt by the Indian Aryans, and the different styles it has since assumed in different parts of the country. 
A diversity of opinion now prevails on the subject, and, though we are not competent to restore the true historical frame¬ 
work, we think it would not bo out of place if we noticed here the most salient points at issuo, as far as our knowledge will admit 
of, in order that the course of future research may not be trammelled by the rut of any beaten track. 

Ihe oldest architectural remains that have come to light in India are the pillars of As'oka, and they are not of a greater 
age than the middle of the third century before Christ. Hence it is, that an opinion is gaining ground that the ancient Aryans 
were not proficient in the art of building substantial edifices with stones, or bricks, and that the primitive Hindus were 
dwellers m thatched huts and mud houses, or structures equally primitive. Mr. Wheeler, in his History of India, 
imagines that the wall round the palace of Das'aratha was nothing more substantial than a hedge. Following this idea 
ho supposes the palaces and fortresses described in the Mahabharata to have been thatched structures, constructed of mats 
bamboos, and mud, but devoid of everything in the way of true masonry architecture. Depicting Hastindpur, tho capital of 
the Ivurus, he says : “A non-descript population, which may have comprised cultivators, herdsmen, mechanics, retainers and 
petty shop-keepers, seem to have dwelt in an assemblage of huts, or houses, constructed of mats, bamboos, mud or bricks 
which was dignified by the name of the city. The palace was very likely built after a similar fashion, though on a huger 
sea e, and with some pretensions to strength. Probably it was a rude quadrangular building, having men’s apartments on one 
sh e, and women’s apartments on the other; whilst the third side was devotod to the kitchens and household servants.”* Else¬ 
where he fancies the central quadrangle of the palace of Das'aratha contained a thatched granary which formed the treasury t 
dr. fergusson, the highest authority on Indian architecture, in his latest essay on the subject, says : “ It cannot be too stronc 
1 7 lnS18ted u P° n ’ or t0 ° often seated, that stone architecture in India commences with the age of As'oka (B C *50) /t 
only have we as yet discovered no remains whatever of stone buildings anterior to his reign, but all the earliest caves, eiiher in 
Beh ar, or m the western GMts, show architecture in the first stage of transition from wood to stone.”* In his lecture on the study 


# History of India, Vo! I. p. 43. 
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t Ibid. II. p. 9. 


t Tree and Serpent Worship, p. 77. 
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of Indian architecture, the same author, adverting to a cave in Behar, observes: “ It is a well-authenticated example of his 
(Das'aratha’s) reign, and, though cut in the granite rock, every form, every detail, is copied from some wooden original, shew¬ 
ing that at the time it was executed, stone architecture was unknown in India, and men were only beginning to think of a more 
durable material. From that time we have hundreds of examples, in which we see the wooden forms gradually being replaced 
by those more appropriate to stone.”* * * § In his History of Architecture he states: “ The Indians first learnt this art from 

the Bactrian Greeks.”*)* Elsewhere he says: “We are not surprised to find wooden forms copied in stone in the early caves 
of the Buddhists about the Christian era, because we know that no stone architecture existed in India till the Greeks 
taught them the use of the more durable material.”^ Mrs. Manning is of opinion that this teaching commenced a little 
earlier. According to her, “ Alexander the Great left Greek and other foreign artists in India, about the year B. C. 326 * 
and sculptures found in Kashmere, and coins struck in mints established on the Indus, give undoubted signs of 
Greek influence at dates somewhat earlier than our own era; whilst no Buddhist monument claims to be earlier than about 
B. C. 247.”§ These assertions and opinions have derived great support from the fact of the primitive Hindu religion having 
been purely domestic, requiring no lordly edifice for its observance. It is not to be denied that the greatest incentives to 
architecture in ancient times, were the rites of religion, and respect for the memory of the dead, and temples and tombs 
called forth the greatest efforts of the builder. It must follow that where the dead were disposed of on the funeral 
pyre, and the ceremonials of religion observed by the domestic hearth, or in the courtyard of a house under the canopy of 
heaven, or a cloth awning,|| sufficient attention was not likely to be directed to structures that should accommodate large 
numbers, or last for ages. It is also undeniable that the first attempt of man to build must have resulted in mud huts, or log 
cabins, retaining closely the character of the caves and excavations on the model of which they were executed, and 
designed, principally, if not exclusively, for the purpose of protection from the inclemencies of the weather, and the attacks 
of wild beasts. Then would follow the era of domesticism, when men would build cottages and houses, less for purposes 
of defence, more for convenience, utility and comfort. Next in order, or perhaps simultaneously, would come sacred piles and 
monuments for the dead, which would begin to separate architecture as a fine art from mere constructive ingenuity; and 
prepare the way for palaces, towers and sacred edifices, temples, sanctuaries and public buildings, structures combining the 
vastness, grandeur, utility, simplicity, and beauty of previous stages, and gradually leading to the perfection of the art. 

But we take leave to doubt the accuracy of the conclusion that has been drawn from these general premises. The question 
at issue is not one of natural sequence, but of dates. Few will deny the order in which the architectural faculty of man 
has evolved itself, but considerable difference of opinion may exist as to the time when any one nation attained a particular 
stage in its course of progress. It would be foreign to the subject of this essay to discuss at length the history of architecture 
among the Aryans from the time they issued forth from the plateau of central Asia to people India, Persia, and diverse parts 
of Europe, but certain it is that one branch of them, the colonists in Greece, attained a higher pitch of excellence, if not in 
magnitude and therefore in majesty, but certainly in exquisite perfection of artistic beauty, elegance and taste, than the 
Semites, or the Turanians, ever did in any part of the world, and the argument therefore of the Aryans never having been a 
building race, may be rejected as gratuitous. The Grecians may have borrowed the idea of large edifices from the Egyptians, 
or the Pelasgians, and the most successful building tribes among them may have had some Pelasgic blood in their veins as sup¬ 
posed by Mr. Fergusson, but as a nation they were Aryans, and, having once got the idea, they worked it out in their own 
way, independently of their teachers. The Aryans who came to India had the same intellectual capacity, and it remains yet 
to be seen how far they utilised it in the country of their adoption. They had, it is true, no Egyptian or Pelasgic monuments 
at hand to excite their ambition, and their religious and funeral ceremonies were not favourable to any great efforts at architec¬ 
ture ; but they were not altogether without some Turanian models close by them to imitate ; they had some intercourse with the 
people of the west as far as Egypt, who were all great builders ; and as a civilized race, living in a climate where the periodical 
rains rendered indoor life for a portion of the year, even for professed houseless hermits, an unavoidable condition of existence,^ 
needed houses and palaces, and it is not to be supposed that they always contented themselves with the most primitive 
dwellings of wood. “Is it at all likely,” asks Mr. Sherring, “that the Aryan race existed in India for between one and two 
thousand years, that they conquered a large portion of the country, that they attained to greatness and glory, and made wonderful 


* Lecture on Indian Architecture, p. 9. 

| History of Architecture, I. p. 171. 

{ Architecture at Beejapoor, p. 87. 

§ Ancient and Mediaeval India, I. p. 396. 

|| This was not always the case, for we read in the Rig Veda of “ spacious 
chambers” (Wilson’s Translation, II. 321.), and “ halls of sacrifice,” (II. 320) 


“ radiant halls,” (II. 59,) and doors are ordered to be thrown open for the gods 
to enter (II. 72). 

IF The ChdturmdsyA Yaga of the Hindus and the Wasso of the Buddhists 
owe their origin entirely to this cause. Travelling during the monsoon rains 
being impracticable, the monks and hermits were allowed to dwell in houses, and 
there keep themselves occupied with some ceremonial or other by way of discipline. 
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progress in civilization, equalling, if not surpassing, their contemporaries in other parts of Asia, and yet, that, during all this 
time, they were satisfied with only transitory symbols of greatness, and never conceived the idea of leaving behind them 
durable monuments of their power, which should hand down their name to many generations ? They must have heat'd 
of the vast structures erected in Egypt, and of the splendid palaces, and stairs, and pillars, and other edifices, with which the 
Assyrian monarchs adorned their cities. They were not lacking in genius, or in the desire for knowledge ; on the contrary, 
their minds investigated the highest subjects, and whatever was of interest to' humanity in general, they regarded as of 
importance to themselves.”* 

It may be said, and very justly, that no amount of dpriori argument can be of avail against positive facts ; and if it can 
be proved that Greek artists under Alexander, or under his successors, did teach'the Indians the art of building in stone; 
or brick, and that no stone building had existed before that time, all disputation about it would be thrown away. But no such 
proof has as yet been afforded. The discussion has been carried on the premiss, taken for granted, that no Indo-Aryans could 
originate stone architecture, and the enquiry, therefore, has been, whence did they get the germs of the art ? and, as in the minds 
of the disputants the idea of perfection of architecture is associated with the Greeks, and as by a strange coincidence the oldest 
Indian remains hitherto discovered are synchronous with the occupation of the country to the west of the Indus by the Greeks, a 
conclusion has been arrived at very much, as we believe, against true history. We hold that there is no proof whatever to show 
that the Indo-Aryans know not stone architecture before they came in contact with the Greeks, and none, likowise, of their 
having learnt the art from them. We do not for a moment wish to question the fact that no authentic stone building 
has been met with of an age anterior to the time of Asoka, but we cannot admit that the premiss necessarily leads to the conclu¬ 
sion that none existed before that period, or that the Grseco-Bactrian theory altfne can explain the circumstances 
of the case. The absence of remains does not ipso facto imply the anterior non-existence of a thing, and- what is 
true in other cases is equally so as regards architecture, while the disappearance of substantial proof may be- attri¬ 
buted to many causes, social, religious, political, and physical, which it is needless here to dilate upon. Moslem fanaticism, 
which, after repeated incursions, reigned supreme in India for six hundred years, devastating everything Hindu, and converting 
every available temple, or its materials, into a masjid, or a palace, or a heap of ruins, was alone sufficient to sweep away every 
thing in the way of sacred buildings. To take for granted, therefore, the absence of remains as a proof of tiro anterior 
non-existence of buildings is to convert the negation of proof into a positive proof. 

But is it a fact that there is no proof whatever, tangible or documentary, to show that the Indian Aryans 
knew and practised the art of building with stone long before the * tune of. As oka ? The very pillars of that 
sovereign, we believe, afford incontestable evidence to the contrary. Asoka - was born and bred a Hindu; ho lived 
and moved amongst Hindus, and had never been beyond the boundary of Hindustan. When he changed his religion, he 
only gave up one form of Indian worship for. another. His new teachers were likewise Indians; and few of them 
had seen any place beyond the Indus; for as a race they were not much given to travelling, and the missionaries who 
did travel were hermits who issued forth from their country to disseminate the religion of SYikya, and not to bring 
home the arts of civilized life, and even if they did attempt it, as hermits, they could effect very little in that way. It was 
impossible for him, therefore, to bring with his new religion an aid:, which was, as is presumed, utterly unknown before his 
time, and to attain in it so high a pitch of excellence as his pillars indicate. Those pillars are moqolyths forty-two feet 
seven inches in length, with an average diameter of two feet seven inches; most carefuljy shaped and polished, rounded with 
great accuracy, tapering from base to top in a way wliich implies considerable-taste in pillar-making, and surmounted by 
sculptured capitals of much elegance and beauty. Quarrying blocks nearly four feet square and forty three feet long is the 
most arduous occupation in wliich the Hindus can bo employed in the present day, and, even under European superintendence, 
they have but rarely proved equal to it. Certain it is that not a single block of such-dimensions has been chiselled within 
the last fifty years in the Bengal Presidency. How is it to be supposed, that two thousand years ago, they found themselves 
more proficient at the very first start, without any previous training ? Turning, or cutting true, such ponderous blocks 'into 
round pillars was even a more arduous and difficult task ; but they acquitted themselves in it with equal success. Then the 
carriage of such unwieldy masses to great distances (and some of the pillars were sent hundreds of miles away from the hill-sides 
where they had been quarried) and setting them up at diverse and very remote places, demanded an amount of mechanical 
appliance and ingenuity which could not have been imparted to the people all at once by solitary teachers. Again, the pillars 
were used as mere monuments erected singly in distant places to bear only inscriptions,f and we are accordingly called upon to 


* Sherring’s Sacred City of the Hindus,'p. 22. 

t Mr. Fergusson is of opinion that the pillars were originally erected in 
front of temples, or topes, but the Tirhut pillars, which are still in situ, have no 
mound or ruin of any kind in their close proximity to bear out this supposition. 


It is, however, possible that temples once existed in their neighbourhood, which 
have been since completely removed by the Hindus, or the Muhammadans • 
but the monumental character of the pillars is not thereby affected in the 
least. 
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accept as a fact that those who, until then, lived in thatched huts, and could not put even rabble stone together to make their 
dwellings, went against tho natural order of things which require that houses should long precede monumental columns, 4 * to the 
trouble and expense of putting them up merely for purposes of display and ostentation. They presuppose an extent of knowledge 
and practical proficiency in quarrying, carving, and ornamentation which cannot be acquired within the period of a single reign. 
It was, no doubt, possible for As'oka to obtain written instructions and descriptions, or the aid of artists from beyond the Indus, 
but it would be too much to suppose that a man, who had never seen a stone house, and was ignorant of its use, would 
send to a distant country for quarriers, masons, and sculptors. 

Supposing, however, for the sake of argument, that he did send for, or somehow get, the aid of foreign artists, he could ob¬ 
tain it from one of four nations, viz., Greeks, Persians, Assyrians, or Egyptians. Now, of the Greeks in connexion with India, 
authentic history for our purpose here begins with the invasion of Alexander; but there is nothing to show that Alexander himself 
did much in the ■way of architecture on this side of the Indus, besides erecting a few altars, and building two cities, one to the me¬ 
mory of his favourite horse Bucephalus, and the other to that of his pet dogPeritas, and History is silent as to the nature of those 
cities, and the nationality of their architects; Mrs. Manning says, “ he left behind him Greek and foreign artists,” but we know 
not on what authority this statement has been made. Looking to the recent British expedition to Abyssinia no one woidd assume 
that he invaded India with any large number of architects and workmen, to leave some of them behind in the country to lay the 
foundation of Indian architecture. The total period of his sojourn in India extended to only a few months, the greater part of which 
was devoted to marching from place to place, his stay at any one spot not exceeding a few days, and that under circumstances 
of military pomp and array which could not possibly afford any opportunity to the conservative Hindus to see and appreciate 
enough of Grecian civilization to imitate it. Of his Indian dominion Calanus, the gymnosophist, presented to him an 
excellent image. “ He laid,” says Plutarch, “ a dry and shrivelled hide before him, and first trod upon the edges of it. 
This he did all round; and as ho trod on one side, it started up on tho other; at last, he fixed his feet on the middle, 
and then it lay still. By this emblem he showed him, that he should fix his residence, and plant his principal force, in the 
heart of his empire, and not wander to the extremities.”f His Grecian successors in India were neither of sufficient im¬ 
portance, nor did they hold any part of the country sufficiently long, to be the leaders of taste and fashion to such a 
potentate as As'oka. They had then occupied only for a short time an edge of the dry leather, the border land of the North West, 
and for all practical purposes do not appear to have exercised much influence on Indian civilized life. To judge of the past from 
the present, let us take the English nation in India. It has held India for a longer period than the Greeks did Bactria from the 
time of Alexander to that of As oka, but yet it lias produced no appreciable effect on the architecture of its neighbours. Tho 
Bhutanese and the Sikimites have not yet borrowed a single English moulding. The Nepalese, under the administration of Sir 
Jung Bahadur, are not a whit behind-hand of As oka and his people; Sir Jung went to Europe, which As'oka never did; still 
there is no change perceptible in Nepalese architecture indicative of a European amalgamation. The Kashmiris and the Afghans 
have proved equally conservative, and so have the Burmese. But to turn from their neighbours to the people of Hindustan : 
these have had intimate intercourse with Europeans now for over three hundred years, and enjoyed the blessings of English rule 
foi over a century, and yet they have not produced a single temple built in the Saxon, or any other European style. Thus tho 
conclusion we are called upon to accept is that what has not been accomplished by the intimate intercourse of three centuries, 
and the absolute sovereignty of a century, in these days of railways, and electric telegraphs, and mass education, was effected by 
the Greeks two thousand years ago'simply by living as distant neighbours for eighty years or so. Doubtless private speculators, 
coming in search of work, could afford a supply of architects to As'oka even when he would not send for. any; but no more 
would architects and masons go to a place for work where stone and brick houses were unknown, and therefore not in demand 
than Eosa Bonheur or Landseer think of opening a studio in the capital of Dahomey. 

Admitting, however, that As okaj did somehow get a few master workmen from Greece, or from the Bdctrian Greeks we 
would ask, would not such people, in the total absence of an indigenous style, reproduce the forms they were most familiar 
with ? There can be only one answer to such a question ; but tho pillars shew that they are perfectly independent of Greek 
art of tho 3rd, 4th, and the 5th centuries, B. C. We find in them nothing of the Doric, Ionic, or Corinthian columns—nothing 
to recall to mind the genius of the great masters of architecture and sculpture. Their proportion, their bases, and their ornamen¬ 
tation are all different, and characteristic of an original style, and a style which must have taken centuries before it was 
brought to the state of perfection in which we find it in the time of As'oka. 


* Cromlechs, and stone circles, and other megalithic remains are perhaps 
exceptions, but they cannot fairly he included under the head of architectural 
monuments. They were never formed of dressed stones, 
j Langliorne’s Plutarch, Ed. London 1828, p. 401. 


t As'oka is said to have built 84,000 stupas in different parts of India. 
- his is no doubt an exaggeration, but there can be no question that he erect¬ 
ed a great many, for a good number of them were in existence in the time of 

Pa Hian and Hiouen Thsang from 7 to 9 centuries after his time 
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The last argument applies equally to the Egyptians. The characteristics of Indian architecture of the first three centuries 
before the Christian era as preserved in the pillars of As oka, the caves of Khaadagm and Behar, and the bas-re¬ 
liefs of Stinchi, boar no evidence whatever of their being of Egyptian origin. The pilasters, doorways, cornices, brackets, 
and mouldings of the time wore totally different, and cannot by any stretch of imagination be approximated to the land 
of the Pharaohs. Professor W. H. Hoskings, the author of the article on architecture in the Encyclopaedia Britannica, 
is of opinion that (( in its leading forms and more obvious features, Hindu architecture strongly resembles Egyptian, and 
may be considered as of the same family with it.” (III. p. 434). But the authority of Mr. Fergusson on this subject 
is of far greater importance, and it is decidedly against the supposition. No one, who has seen drawings of ancient 
Indian buildings, and has placed them beside the magnificent illustrations of the Description de VE'gypte will for a moment 
entertain tho smallest suspicion on the subject.* 

The same may bo said of Assyria and Persia, but with some reservations. The conical battlements of Assyrian towers 
are reproduced in a few of the bas-reliefs of Sanchi, and the triple-step battlements>of the palaces of Assyria occur in some 

bas-reliefs of Khandagiri and S&nchi; on several towers at the latter place a fourth 
step is added to the battlements as shown on the margin; but both these features 
are so simple that they cannot be taken as worth any thing as tests. Two ashlers put 
slanting towards each other, produce a triangular' figure, and three ashlers of different 
sizes put one upon another, produce the other; and children, playing with German toy 
bricks, produce them without any great effort of the inventive faculty. This remark 
would apply to the chevron and the cross-lined check mouldings, (Figs. 3 and 4); as also 
to the beading round the necks of As'oka’s pillars, for no ornament suggests itself more readily than a band of beads round 



Fig. 3. Check moulding from Assyria. Fig. 4. Chevron moulding from Assyria. Fig. 5. Interlacing circular moulding from Assyria. Fig. G. Patera from Assyria, 
the neck. The interlacing circular moulding observable in Assyrian architecture (Fig. 5) occurs repeatedly on tho temple 
of Bhuvanesvara, but the nature of the ornament is not such as to warrant any conclusion as to its origin. A wavy line is a 
figure which results almost instinctively when a pencil is at play in the hand of a boy, and another to interlace it requires but very 
little exertion of the imagination. Some of the pateras also are similar (Fig. 6); but the similitude is such as must result from the 
attempt of any primitive nation to delineate flowers by ranging four or more petals round a central dot. Certain it is that all these 
patterns may be seen very neatly carved on the hafts of hatchets from Polynesia where Assyrian art influence could not 
have been other than nil. The drooping foliations of the capitals are more complicated; and they certainly belong in 
common both to the As oka and Assyrian pillars. To an Indian they appear very like the pendant filaments of the lotus 
after the petals have been removed from the receptacle, or the reverted petals of a lotus bud; forms which are peculiarly 
ornamental and beautiful, and which have been employed in India as ornaments in a variety of ways, and in different places. It 
would not be safe, therefore, to take them as conclusive. The so-called honey-suckle and lotus ornament, which is common 
both to the Asbka pillars and Assyria, might not at first sight appear to be so readily disposed off. With tho people of this 
country the upright buds may well pass for spikenards, or flowers of the turmeric, or the spathes of the Nflakantha, a 
beautiful deep purple flowering plant of the zingiber tribe quite common in India, and the open petaled flower with buds, the 
Muchukunda f Pterospermum acerifoliumj ; the uprights are as unlike lotus buds or half blown flowers as they well can bo, and 
the intermediate buds with four dots not at all like honey-suckle buds: we take tho open petals to bo bunches of slender leaves 
tied together. But whatever they be, they are so peculiar that an imitation on the one side or the other may bo readily assumed, 
and if this be assumed the whole capital, and even the battlements and tho mouldings, might bo taken to bo Assyrian, though 
logically we cannot admit that the cumulative effect of a number of individually weak and scarcely tenable arguments, is 
conclusive by any means : the imposing chain of circumstantial evidence, which in sensational novels plays so exciting a part, 
invariably breaks down under the first stroke of the hammer of truth. But even admitting to the full extent their force, the simi¬ 
litudes do not by any means suffice to settle the date of Indian stone architecture—much less to affiliate it to the Grecians of Bactria. 
The relation of the Indo-Aryans with Assyrians, dates from a much earlier epoch than B. C. 250, and it is possible, though 
in the absence of proof not very probable, that the two nations did borrow from each other many elements and re- 



* The Satgarbha caves of Das'aratha have doors with sloping sides in tho 
Egyptian style, but they are quite exceptional, and their counterparts have 
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no where else been met with in India. 
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quirements of civilization ; but no deductions about the age of Indian architecture from the similitude of particular ornaments 
can be reasonable or safe. Of course, if it could be established beyond a doubt that the Indo-Aiyans had no stone architecture 
of their own down to a particular period, and that that period was later than the time when they came in contact with the 
Assyrians, it could be argued that they had taken the art from the latter; but in such a case it would be natural to expect 
that the early Indian style should bear a close resemblance to the Assyrian. It is to be regretted that sufficient materials are not 
at hand for a thorough comparison of the styles of the two nations; but from what we have, it is clear that one of them is not a 
copy of the other. Most of the doors of Assyrian palaces and of some of their fortresses were rounded on the top ; but none 
were so in India. Indian upper roofs were mostly slanting, or curvilinear; those of Assyria flat. The cornices of the two were 
alike, and supported on corbels ; but their styles were entirely different. The pilasters and pillars as seen at Khandagiri and 
in the Sanchi bas-reliefs, are, likewise, different from anything of the kind figured by Layard, Botta, or Fergusson. The 
verandas and balconies shown in Indian bas-reliefs have not their counterparts in Assyria; and the pointed horse-shoe 
pediments which formerly surmounted Indian buildings, and were so peculiarly characteristic, are absent in Assyrian and Per¬ 
sian buildings. To make this clear we place on the margin the figure of an Indian stronghold taken from the Sanchi bas-reliefs,* 
(Fig. 8), beside one from Layard’s Nineveh,-f* (Fig. 7) and a glance at them will, we believe, demonstrate that their styles are in¬ 
dependent of each other$ at any rate their resemblances, whatever they are, are by no means such as to warrant the deduction 
of one of them being in any way related to the other. Plates 25, 30, 31,33, 34, 35 and 38, of the “ Tree and Serpent Worship,” 

also offer very remarkable specimens of Indian buildings for comparison with 
the palaces of Kliorsabad, Koyunjik, and Persepolis, as delineated in Layard’s 
illustrations of Nineveh buildings, and Mr. Fergusson’s woodcuts of ancient 
Persian palaces. The flying arch shown in the front of the Khorsabad Palace, J 
may be compared, and indeed bears a close resemblance, to similar members 
of mediaeval «Mn temples, but we scarcely think that, on the strength of 
the similitude, anybody would venture to draw a definite conclusion regarding 
the genesis of Indian architecture. Nothing of this flying arch is noticeable 
in Indian buildings of the time of Asoka, and of his successors for two 
centuries. Under any circumstance the resemblances are by 
no means so close as to justify the supposition that the Indian 
specimens aro the handi-works of trans-Indian architects en¬ 
tirely unaffected by other and indigenous influence; for it 
would be absurd to suppose that the Assyrians in India erected 
edifices altogether after wooden models, while in their own 
country the public buildings were, to a large extent, of stone. 
If it be assumed that the architects were natives, who had 
learnt the principles of their art chiefly from Assyria, or 
Persia, or from a common source, it would be equally strange 
that they should have perpetuated the construction of wooden 
models in India for centuries after they had seen better and 
Fig. 8. Stronghold from Sanchi. more artistic designs with their tutors. 

A careful survey of these facts leads us to the inevitable conclusion that quarriers, masons, and sculptors existed in the coun¬ 
try long before the periods fixod by the learned author of the “ History of Architecture,” and by Mrs. Manning respectively, and 
that there likewise existed stone and brick edifices of some kind or other, and which, to judge from existing remains, were unlike 
any Greek, Egyptian or Assyrian building that we are acquainted with. For ought we know there may have been a timo when 
the Indians copied from the Assyrians, but it was at such a remote period in history that nothing precise can be said about it. 

Nor aro documentary evidences wanting to support this conclusion. In the Grammar of Panini, which was com¬ 
posed, according to Dr. Goldstucker, between the 9th and the 11th centuries before Christ,§ we find the derivations 
given of such words as ishtaka (bricks), stambha (pillars), lluiskara (sculptors), attdlikd (buddings), &c., and they can¬ 
not but imply the existence of brick and stone buildings at the time and for some time previously. 


ID 


Fig. 7. Fort from Assyria. 



* Tree and Serpent Worship, Plate XXX VIII. 
f Layard’s Nineveh, plate 66. 
t History of Architecture, I. 155, woodcut 60. 


§ Professor Max Muller brings down the age of the grammar to the 6th 
century B. C., which of itself is at least three centuries anterior to the limit 
fixed by Mr. Fergusson for the origin of Indian architecture. 
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The ages of.the RAmAyana and the MahAbhArata have not yet been satisfactorily settled; but it is admitted on almost all 
hands, that those works existed long before the reign of As'oka, very probably from before the dato of Buddha himself, and they 
abound in descriptions of temples, two-storied buildings, balconies, porticos, triumphal arches, enclosing walls, flights of stone 
masonry steps in tanks, and a variety of other structures all indicative of a flourishing architecture in the country. 
The great concourse of crowned heads which assembled at Indraprastha, on the occasion of Yudhisthira’s royal feast, the 
RAjasuya, needed a great number of houses for its accomodation, and the poet thus describes the lodgings assigned to the 
guests: “ 0 king, these and many other princes 6f the middle country (Central India ?).came to the great ceremonial, RAjasuya, 
of the sons ‘of Pandu. By order of the virtuous monarch, to them wore assigned dwellings replete with refreshments of 
every kind, and having by them charming lakes, ^and ranges of ornamental plants. \The. son of Ilharma ^welcomed them 
in due form. After the reception, the princes repaired to the several houses assigned for their accomodation. Those houses 
were lofty as the peaks of the KailAs'a mountain* most charming in appearance, and provided with excellent furniture. They 
were surrounded on all sides by well-built high walls of a white colour. The windows were protected by golden lattices, 
and decorated with a profusion of jewellery. The stairs were easy of ascent; the rooms were furnished with commodious 
(lit. large) seats, and clothing, and garlands; and the whole was redolent with the perfume of the finest agallochum. The 
houses were white as the goose, bright as the moon, and looked most picturesque even from a distance of form miles. They 
were free from obstructions, provided with doors of uniform height, but of various quality, and inlaid with numerous metal 
ornaments, even as the peak of the HimAlaya. The princes were refreshed by the very sight of those mansions.”* 

In tho story of Nala allusion is made to a lofty balcony from which men were seen from a great distance; and in the RA¬ 
mAyana, the mischievous harridan, MantharA, looks out from an upper window of tho palace to notice the rejoicings of the 
people in tho street on the nomination of RAma to the Vice-kingship of Kosala. The description of the metropolis of AyodhyA 
is even more remarkable, and may be noticed as containing unmistakable proofs of the existence of stone, or brick, houses in 
Aryan India, at the time when that work was composed.' It occurs in the 5th canto of the first book from which the following 
extract is taken. “ On the banks of the Sarayu there was a great country named Kosala: it was happy and prosperous; 
and abounded in cattle, grain, and riches. In that country was tho renowned city of AyodhyA which had been of yore 
built by Manu, the lord of mankind. That great and magnificent city was twelve yojanas in length, and three in breadth, 
and included nine sub-divisions. Its principal gates, placed at proper intervals, were large and lofty, and its thoroughfares 
broad; it was embellished with numerous highways, the dust on which was. always allayed with showers of water. And there 
were crowds of merchants, -and a profusion of jewels ;• as also many large mansions, fortified places (durga), and pleasant gardens. 
It was surrounded by a deep'and unassailable moat, and contained an immensity of arms of'various kinds. Its arched gateway 
(torana) was provided with doors, and always guarded by numerous bodies of archers. The noble king, Das'aratka, who 
advanced the. prosperity of the country* protected that city as his own,; even as Indra protects his capital. The high roads 
of the city were provided with strong gateways, and its - .market-places were well arranged and regularly disposed. 
There were .in it lots of instruments, and arms, and numerous works of art. There were arms which-could kill a hundred 
persons at a time (sataghni centicide, a primitive mittrailleiise, generally supposed to have been a kind of rocket,) and mighty 
clubs mounted with iron blades, and flags were flying over its triumphal gateways., There were also horses, and elephants, 
and war-chariots, and conveyances of various kinds. Ambassadors and travellers paced its streets, the si'des of which were 
embellished by the wares of merchants and traders. Tho temples (devdyaiana) in this city were as resplendent as tho sky. 
Its assembly-halls, gardens, and alms-houses {prapd, lit. whore water is distributed gratis) were most elegant; and every¬ 
where wete arranged extensive buddings crowded with men and women, with learned men, and seniors wise as tho Devas. 
The houses were as mines of gems, and the abodes of the goddess of fortune. The steeples of the houses were as resplendent 
as the crests of mountains, and bore hundreds of pavilions, like the celestial palace of the chief among the Devas. Tho rooms 
were full of riches and com, exquisitely gilt and decorated, and seemed as charming as pictures; and they were so arranged 
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th a t men could pass from one room to another without perceiving any inequality (in the floor), while the dulcet sound of enchant¬ 
ing- music proceeding from the mridanga , and the flute, and the vind, filled every place.”* 

The words torana . “ arched gateways,” liarmya “ masonry houses,” devdyatana “ temples,” scibhd “ assembly hall,” 
jprdtida “palaces,” t'ikhara “steeples,” and vimina] “pavilions” in the above extract are noteworthy. None of them 
can consistently be applied to huts and thatched houses, for which the poet invariably uses different words. Prurient 
fancy may extol and exaggerate, but it never suffices to create names of material objects which the fanciful have never 
seen or heard of;—a Ruskin may amuse himself and his readers by building an imaginary palace in the air for the habita¬ 
tion of an imaginary queen of the air,+ but his ideas are always of the earth, earthy, taken from material objects with which 

he is familiar. Mr. Wheeler has given a translation of this passage in his History of India, but, like the version of the 
Malidhabharata above noticed, it is corrupt and quite unreliable. Commenting on it, he says, “ His (the Maharaja s) 
palace was magnificent and resplendent, but in describing the walls, the Brahminical bard has indulged in a simile 
which furnishes a glimpse of the reality. They wore so tall that the birds could not fly over them, and so strong that 
no beast could force its way through them. From this, it is evident that the walls could not have been made of brick 
or stone; for in that case the attempt of a beast to force his way through them, would never have entered the mind of the 
bard. In all possibility, the palace was surrounded by a hedge, which was sufficiently strong to keep out wild beasts, or stray 
cattle.”§ Unfortunately for this commentary, the text is entirely imaginary. ■ We have examined five different editions of 
the Ram&yana, including those of Gorresio, and Carey, and eight MSS., but we have nowhere met with any passage 
that would give the idea of a tall wall, which the birds of the air could not fly over, or the beasts of the field could not force 
through. “Bees flying away from white lotuses, like brides from their husbands,” “ ducks and geese swimming in tanks,” 
« brilliant kingfishers,” “ plantain trees round the tanks bending with the weight of the fruit, like reverential pupils bowing 
at the feet of their preceptors,” and other objects prominently noticed by Mr. Wheeler, have likewise no place m the original; 
and it is unnecessary, therefore, to refute the deductions that have been drawn from them. Probably the whole of the 
historian’s extracts are taken from the Bengali version of Kfrtivasa written about three hundred years ago, and utterly unworthy 
of critical notice. Adverting to treasures, he says, “ the treasures, which probably contained the land revenue of nee and 
other grains, were placed for security within the enclosure,” ajlpajently disbelieving the possibility of any metallic wealth. 
The word in the original dhana, however, leaves no option in the matter, and seeing that in the time of the Rig Veda 
frequent mention was made of pieces of gold of a fixed weight and specific name, nish/ca, || which were reckoned by hundreds, 
and presented to Brahmans and beggars on festive and other occasions; that the nuptial present made to Sita, included 
“a whole measure of gold pieces and a vast quantity of the same precious metal in ingots;” that “ Dasaratha gave a full 
ayuta (ton thousand pieces) of gold, and a quantity of unwrought gold to the value of an ayuta” ; and that descriptions 

This passage appears in Mr. Wheeler’s History of India, (Yol. I. p. 165), 
in a very different garb, quite unlike what we meet with in the original. 

The word avasatha “ a house,” is rendered by “ a pavilion,” which conveys the 
idea of a tent, or a temporary structure, and makes the whole description 
inconsistent-, and at times absurd. In fact his extracts are generally taken 
from corrupt translations, and are not at all reliable. For purposes of critical 
enquiry they are utterly worthless. Tide Proceedings, Asiatic Society Bengal, 
for 1863, p. 44. 
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|| I, Kakshivat, “ unhesitatingly, accepted a hundred nishkas,. a hundred 
vigorous steeds, and a hundred bulls. ’ Wilson s Rig "V' eda, II. 17. Again, May 
lie (the R«ja) be rich in kine, in gold, in horses.” According to Manu, a 
nishka was a weight of gold equal to four suvarnas (VII. 134). In the Amara- 
kosha, it is put down j?t 108 suvarnas. That it was a currency, if not coined 
money, admits of no doubt. In the Periplus, goods are said to have been 
exchanged for the native money, ivTomov vofua-fia, and the Hindu gold coinage 
is termed k<£Xu 9 . Yaska, in his Nirukta (p. 13), quotes from the Vedas, eighteen 
different words, which convey the abstract idea of wealth, without naming 
I grain, or cattle, or any other specific object. 
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are given of presents of from ten to twenty crores* * * * § it would be a.perversion of truth to assert that in the age of Das'aratha, 
there was no more convenient form of wealth accessible to Indian princes than corn, and that their treasuries were nothing 
better than granaries. It is scarcely likely that all these proceeded from the imagination of poets, and had no substratum 
whatever of truth. 

At a much earlier age, Yaska, in his Nirukta (p. 18), quoted twenty- two different words from the Vedas, as the synonyms 
for houses, including several words which can be used for masonry houses' oiily. 

At a still earlier age the authors of the Rig Veda hymns appear not to have been ignorant of stone forts, walled cities, stone 
houses, carved stones, and brick edifices. Cities fpuraj, as distinct from villages ^fgrfbnaj , woro well known, and chiefs have been 
described as owning a hundred cities.*)* Agni is invoked in one place to be a means of“ protection for tho posterity of his worship¬ 
pers like unto the vast, spacious iron-walled cities of the Asuras. 55 £ In several other places he is called “ the destroyer of cities. 51 
Indra is likewise a destroyer of cities. 55 § He is said to have “ quickly demolished the strongholds and seven-walled cities of Srukta 
and other x\suras.”|| He overthrew ninety and nine cities of some Dasyu, and “ occupied tho hundredth as a place of abode. 55 In 
one place he has ascribed to him the credit of demolishing a hundred cities of stono for the pious Divodasa.”^f Elsewhere he 
“ demolished 90 cities for the same person, 55 * and again “ 99 cities. 55 *)* Ho destroyed the “ perennial cities 55 of the Asuras, and 
humiliated their defenders ; £ he l * humbled the people, suing for pardon, and destroyed their seven new cities, 55 § as also “ the 
hostile and undivine cities of the Asuras, 55 and broke down their “ artificial defences. 55 |j Again he possessed “ all the cities of the 
Asuras as a husband his wives. 55 ^ Sarasvatf is described “ as firm as a city made of iron. 55 * Mitra and Varuna are invoked to 
grant ‘ an unassailable dwelling that may he a secure shelter. 55 *)* Iron cities are also mentioned in several other places,£ 
figuratively, no doubt, to express great strength, but not without conveying an idea of the writer’s knowledge of something 
more substantial than wattle and mud. In the first Mandala (Sukta CXII. 7) Atri is described to have been “.thrown 
into a machine room with a hundred doors where he was roasted. 55 § Vasishtha, in a hymn to Paryanya, longs tq 
have “a three-storied dwelling 55 (tridhdtu 8aranamJ.\\ Dr. Muir notices the mention of cities which had a hundred enclo¬ 
sures or fortifications fsatabhujiJ , and is of opinion that, “although they are alluded to as fig’urative expressions of'the 
mealis of protection afforded by the gods, they no doubt suggest the idea of forts, consisting apparently of a series of 
concentric walls, as actually existing in the country at the time. 55 ^ In the second Mandala, sovereigns are described “ who, 
exercising no oppression, sit down in this substantial and elegant hall built with a thousand columns, 55 * and dwellings 
with such halls are said to be “ vast, comprehensive and thousand-doored. 55 f Commenting on these passages, Dr. Muir 
justly observes that “these are but exaggerated descriptions of a royal residence, such as the poets had seon. 55 f Pillars, 
spacious doors, and windows, though frequently mentioned, are not decisive intimations of tho existence of masonry buildings ; 
but bricks could not possibly have originated unless required for such structures ; for it would be absurd to suppose that bricks 
were known and made, and yet they were never used in the construction of houses. Commenting on the state of civilization 
among the Hindus at the Vedic period, as apparent in the third volume of liis translation of tho Rig Veda Sahhita, tho 
late Professor Wilson remarked:— 

“ Cities are repeatedly mentioned, and although, as the objects of Indra’s hostility, they may-be considered as cities in 
the clouds, tho residences of the Asuras, yet tho notion of such exaggerations of any class of beings could alone have been 
suggested by actual observations* and the idea, of cities in heaven could have been derived only from familiarity with similar 
assemblages upon earth; but,' as above intimated, it is probable that by Asuras we are to understand, at least occasionally, 
the' anti-vaidik people of India, and theirs were the cities destroyed. It is also to bo observed, that the cities are destroyed 
oh behalf or in defence of mortal princes, who,could scarcely have beleaguered* celestial towns, even with Indra’s assistance. 
Indeed, in one instance (p. 173), it is said that, having destroyed ninety and nine out of the hundred cities of the Asura, Sambara, 
Indra left the hundredth habitable for his protdgd Divodasa, a terrestrial monarch, to whom a metropolis in the finnanent 
would have been of questionable advantage. 

f Ibid IV. 75. 

* Ibid IV. 189. ' 

t Ibid IV. 12. 

t B. V. Mandala I. 58, 8, II. 20, 8, IV. 27, VII. 3, 7, VII. 15, 14, VII 
95, 1, VIII. 89, 8, X. 101, 8. 

§ Ibid IV. 148. 

H Ibid IV. 200. 

Sanskrit Texts, V. 451. 

* Wilson’s Big Veda, II. 313. 
f Ibid IV. 179. 
t Sanskrit Texts, V. 455. 


* Carey’s Bamayana, II. 114. 
+ Wilson’s Big Veda, I. 147. 
J Ibid IV, 5. 

§ Ibid II. 36. 

|| Ibid IV. 59. 
f Ibid TV. 30, 20. 

* Ibid II. 34. 
t Ibid II. 256. 
t Ibid II. 38. 

§ Ibid II. 166. 

|| Xbicl XI. 168,* 247. 
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“ That the cities of those days consisted, to a great extent, of mud and mat hovels is very possible : they do so still. 
Benares, Agra, Delhi, even Calcutta, present numerous constructions of the very humblest class ; but that they consisted of 
those exclusively, is contradicted in several places. In one passage (p. 180) the cities of Sambara that have been overturned, 
axe said to have consisted of stone ; in another (p. 470) the same cities are indicated by the appellative dehyah, the plastered, 
intimating the use of lime, mortar or stucco; in another we have specified a structure with a thousand columns, which, 
whether a palace or a temple, must have been something very different from a cottage; and again, (p. 288) supplication 
is put up for a large habitation which could not be intended for a hut: cities with buildings of some pretence must obviously 

have been no rarities to the authors of the hymns of the Rig Veda.”* 

To controvert these documentary proofs and arguments, the only fact of any moment that has yet been advanced is that 
Indian stone architecture in the first and second centuries before Christ shows evident signs of a transition from wood to stone, 

• which could not have been the case had it existed and flourished from many centuries before it. It may at once be conceded 
that the caves of Behar and of the Western Ghats bear indications of their having been formed after wooden models. 
The same is, however, not the case with the excavations in Orissa. Were it otherwise, still the fact would not, we con¬ 
tend necessarily imply that those caves indicate the first stage of transition from wood to stone. It is not to be denied 
that 'masonry houses must have followed huts and wooden structures, and the peculiarities of the latter must necessarily, 
therefore be traceable in the former; but those peculiarities do not, by'themselves, suffice to indicate the exact age when the 
transition from wood to stone first took place. There is a spirit of conservatism, a mannerism, or a survival of custom, 
in* architectural ornamentation so strong that it preserves intact forms long after the lapse of the exigencies which first 
lead to then- production. Many peculiarities in European architecture, even of this century, such as the Grecian triglyphs 
and mutules avowedly the counterparts of wooden models, may be ascribed to this cause; and in India such indications 
may be met with without number both in Hindu and in Muhammadan edifices of the last two centuries. In the fort at 
A J m bo geen by the sides of the. marble hall of the Dewan KMs, two small pavilions of white marble with curvi- 

1 inear roofs formed’ entirely after the model of thatched huts. They are repeated in the palace of Shah Jehan at Delhi, 
and likewise at Futtelipur Siloi and other Muhammadan cities. Slightly modified they may be seen also on the palace 
at Bharatpur and on other Hindu buildings. Until the end of the last century, a common form of temple for Kali m 
Bengal was 1 quadrangular oblong room with two sloping curvilinear roofs, with gable ends in exact imitation of the 
none t kind of hut known in the country. One of the kind still exists in Calcutta, close by the Nabaratna in Sobhabazar, 
andwThlve Teen several at Chandernagar and elsewhere. Such structures bear the same name, MngU, which is given to the 
} alK ofwbich th are counterparts, and in then- details leave out nothing which can be easily imitated in brick, or stucco. 
Few however, we fancy, would venture to appeal to them as evidences of a recent transition from wood to brick in Agra, Delhi, 

0rB Mr a Fergussonis startled to find at Bijapur, some fifteen centuries after the Christian era, “a recurrence to the same 
• ■ ] The balconies with their hoods, and the brackets which support these, are the principal ornaments m the four faces 

oftMslittle monument” (Mehtari Mahalj, “ yet every part of their construction, every detail of their ornament, is evidently 
c Id from a wooden original. We find the same balconies used at the present day; and in any city between Benares, and 
Boorhanpur similar objects might be found with almost identical details, but always constructed in wood. From the remains 
If Hindu temples we know that stone architecture did exist in the Deccan for centuries before Beejapoor was founded.” t To 
t fo r this* anomaly the learned author continues: “It is clear-, however, that the Moslims could have had very little 
experience in building in stone when this work was undertaken, and as little knowledge of their own style as then practised 
7L a . m d Delhi They must also have been actuated by a wonderful aversion to anything savouring of Hinduism, when 
they’desbnmd a building so original as this, undone so manifestly unlike anything to be found in the country in winch 
! >, d settled ”i Bearing in mind, however, that the Moslim population of the south was formed of a miscellaneous collec- 

thm of foreigners, Pathans, Moghals, Abyssinians, and others, the bulk proceeding from the north; that everywhere these men 
1 t, d Hindu buildings and temples to serve as mosques ; and that the founder of the Bahminy dj nasty, llauc dm Ilussan, 
m47 A D ) was a native of Delhi who expelled the Emperor Muhammad Tughlak from Dowlatabad where he had 
W d the ca dtal of the Pathan empire, it is difficult to believe they were so perfectly ignorant of stone architecture as 
^^ndcAhcT^sity of copying from wood, and still more difficult to suppose that those who built the largest dome on 
t0 b ° U between 1640 and 1660 A. D., larger oven than that of St. Peter at Rome, had, three reigns anteriorly, between 1550 
experience in building in stone, as to copy from wood, and that at a time when the intercourse between 


* "Wilson’s-Rig Veda, III. p* XIV. 


j Arcliitecture at Beejapoor, p. 87. 
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the north and the south, was perfectly uninterrupted for considerably over three centuries. We believe survival of custom 
exerted a much more potent influence in such cases than ignorance. Adverting to the caves of Kennari, at Salsette, 
Mr. Fergusson observes : “ Although the style begins in wood and ends in stone, it is not a little startling to find so little 
change either in the plan, or general disposition of these caves, during the ton centuries through which we can certainly trace 
them/’* and to account for the peculiarity he adds, “ The cave at Kennari, or the last at Ajunta, is practically identical with 
that at Karli, in so far as its general plan and design is concerned, andJeven the last retains so strongly a reminiscence of its 
wooden origin, that we have little reason to doubt, that the practice of erecting such halls in that perishable material was 
continued contemporaneously.”')- This solution of the difficulty, however, is by no means favourable to the position assumed 
by tho author, that architecture in India must have commenced after the invasion of Alexander, (250 13. C.,) because all the 
earliest specimens show traces of their wooden origin. If those traces are visible in stone structures raised twelve centuries 
afterwards, and may be accounted for by tho assumption of imitation from contemporaneous structures, the argumont would 
lose little of its force when applied to the erections and excavations of tho time of Asoka, and of his immediate successors. 
Wooden houses have existed at all times, and exist to this day; but they afford no reason to suppose that races who have 
known stone houses for a thousand years, in copying wooden features in stone, do so directly from wood, and not from 
stone which has preserved those features from generation to generation in a country, like India, where custom has exercised 
the most despotic sway, and held the mind of man in such abject slavery. 

The question may be here raised as to how far the ancient Aryans were indebted to the Tamulians for their knowledge 
of stone architecture ? On the one hand, the extracts from the Big Veda given above, show clearly that tho walled cities 
which excited the cupidity and envy of the Aryans, were mostly owned by tho aboriginal Asuras; and there is not quite 
as much said of lordly edifices constructed by the Aryans themselves. At a later date, Vy&sa, in tho Mah&blidrata, 
acknowledges that the great palace of Yudhisthira was built by a D&nava, Maya by name, who had been overcome by 
Arjuna in battle; and an admission like this, in a work designed exclusively to extol the greatness of tho Aryan race, is of 
considerable importance. An abstract of a work by this Danava is still extant. Further, tho remains of Tamulian architecture 
existing in the present day, are more voluminous, more extensive, and more elaborate than Aryan remains. And all these 
tend to show the superiority of tho Tamulians in architecture, and tho likelihood of their having been tho first teachers in the 
art to the Aryans. On the other hand, the oldest Indian specimens of the art are not Tamulian, but Buddhist; and they do 
not bear a close family resemblance to the Tamulian specimens now available ; and the relative positions of tho Aryans and 
Tamulians in the scale of civilization were such as not by any means to warrant tho assumption that tho latter were tho 
teachers and the former the taught, in so essential a civilizing art as architecture. Tho Rig Veda does not profess to treat 
of the comparative status of architecture among the Asuras and tho Aryans, but to glorify the latter by showing how they 
overcame mighty enemies,—a feeling which has, even in modern times, very largely coloured tho despatches of great com¬ 
manders in the field of battle. The employment of Maya as an architect may be, likewise, due to a similar feeling, proving 
how complete was his subjugation. Besides, all the mediaeval Tamulian temples are sanctuaries for divinities borrowed from 
the Hindus, and it is natural to suppose that tho temples have followed the images from the same source, even as Native 
Christian Churches in India, in the present day, follow tho order of architecture with which Christianity is associated by 
the proselytes, and prayors are held most appropriate under Saxon or Italian towers and steeples. On the whole, 
however, so little is known of ancient Tamulian art as distinct from Aryan, that no satisfactory conclusion can be arrived at 
under this head. 

But whatever tho origin or the age of ancient Indian architecture., looking to it as a whole it appears perfectly self- 
evolved, self-contained, and independent of all extraneous admixture. It has its peculiar rules, its proportions, its particular 
features,—all bearing impress of a style that has grown from within,—a style which expresses in itself what the people, for 
whom, and by whom, it was designed, thought, and felt, and meant, and not what was supplied to them by aliens in creed, 
colour and race. A few insignificant ornaments apart, its merits and its defects are all its own, and the different forms it has 
assumed in different provinces are all modifications, or adaptations to local circumstances, of one primitive idea. It may, 
therefore, be treated by itself without reference to foreign art. 

Most of the oldest remains now accessible, are, as already stated, Buddhist, and they are all monumental in their character, 
either tumuli over the remains of the dead, or pillars and inscriptions bearing royal mandates. Asoka is said to have built innu¬ 
merable temples; but no unquestionably authentic remains thereof are now to be met with. The caves of Khandagiri, which are 
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likewise of Buddhist origin, afford examples of the style of dwellings common during the second and the third centuries before 
the Christian era, and probably for some time earlier; but they include no structures that may be strictly called temples. The 
Behar caves, however, which are of a somewhat later age, have halls with an apse at one end enclosing a chaitya, and designed 
expressly for public worship* Some of the oldest caves of Western India improved upon this idea, and produced more ostentatious 
places for the purpose. Leaving them aside, and generalising upon built temples, and temples only, we find the Buddha-gaya and 
the N&landa Buddhist temples so closely similar to Hindu structures of the same class that their style may be very strictly described 
as coigmon to both the Hindus and the followers of S akya on this side of the Niirbudda, and be appropriately designated, the 
In do-Aryan, or Northern Indian. But as it took a wide range under the Buddhists, and assumed very diverse forms in different 
parts of India, as also in Burmah, Ceylon and Java, Mr. Fergusson has made two distinct classes of it, separating the purely Hin¬ 
du forms of the class under the head of Northern Hindu, and leaving the rest as Buddhist. Both these classes have single cham¬ 
bers, surmounted with more or less sloping towers or steeples ; whereas the Tamulian temples are many-chambered and many- 
storied, the upper stories, gradually receding, till reduced to a single small chamber, which is surmounted with a domical struc¬ 
ture. Thus the latter differ materially from the style familiar with the Northern Indian races, and form a separate class. It is, 
however, not unknown in Northern India, for both in Bengal and the Upper Provinces, many examples of it under the name of 
Pancharatna, Navaraina* 6fc n may be met with, some of considerable age : there they appear as strictly Hindu—a variety, but 
still a variety, of Hindu structures,—and not Tamulian. The northern Hindu class of temples have several subordinate groups 
or orders, of which (a) the Orissan or Central Indian, (b) the Bengali, and (c) the Northern Indian, styles, are the most promi¬ 
nent. Examples of the first style are to be met with in the whole of Orissa, in Samblmlpur and Chutia Nagpur, in the eastern 
parts of Central India, and the southern part of Behar, The second style is confined within the limits of Bengal proper. The 
third takes the whole sweep of Northern India, from Benares to Gruzerat. The temples of Kashmir ^constitute a class by 
themselves, being Indian in plan, but peculiar in their details and ornaments. Some of the later Northern Indian temples 
shew a considerable admixture of Saracenic elements in their composition, and these may ho fitly included in a distinct order, 
the transitional, or mixed style. Thus we have— 

Class, Order, 


I.—Buddhist, 


II.—Jain. 


1. Northern Indian. 

2. Southern Indian. 

3. Singalese. 

4. Burmese. 

5. Javan. 

6. Nepalese. 


III.—Northern Hindu, 

\ 


"1. Orissan or Central Indian* 

2. Bengali. 

< 

| 3. Northern Indian. 

1^4. Transitional or Indo-Saracenic. 


IY.—Southern Hindu or Tamulian. 

V.—Cashmerian. 

This classification of temples is no doubt tentative—purely provisional for the time', and adopted with a view to convenience 
until a more reliable one is, developed by further research. In drawing it out we have directed our attention more to general 
outlines and plans, than to ornaments and architectural details, for they have been so extensively interchanged, or used 
in common, that it would be relying on broken reeds to accept them as guides*to classification. Thus for instance, the 
crucial Capitals, which have been accepted by many as positively and unmistakably Buddhist, occur alike on Buddhist, Hindu 
and Jain temples. Mouldings, bands, brackets, cornices, niches, are also alike on Hindu and Buddhist fanes, and it is often 
difficult, if not impossible, to pronounce upon the character of a building in the abseneb of especial sectarial marks, or specially 
sectarian ornaments, such as the Buddhist rail and the like. 


It should be observed also that the classification here adopted is not recognised in old Sanskrit works on architecture. 
They all treat of the subject as one whole without any reference to sects and nationalities. The treatise of Maya, the Danava 
does not, in this respect, differ from that of Yis vakarma, the architect of the gods. The differences of the two authors refer to 


* One of the oldest, and most sumptuous of this class in Bengal is the temple of Kantanagar in Dinajpur. 
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details and modes of treatment, and not to general principles, which are alike in all. For instance, the MYmasara, an elabo¬ 
rate treatise on architecture of an early dato, alludes to the peculiarities of Buddhist and Jaina images, and the different modes 
of placing them in temples; but the rules of building and proportion are the same in it as in the Maya S'ilpa. It should be 
added, however, that when the different works whoso names have already been met with are all discovered, and carefully exa¬ 
mined, and compared with the detached notices which occur in the Puranas, the Tantras, and other works, the public will bo 
in abetter position than now to arrive at a positive opinion on the subject. Of works principally devoted to architecture, Ram 
Raz notices the following: viz., 1, Manasdra; 2, Mayamata; 3,Kas'yapa; 4, Vayghanasa; 5, Sakaladhikdra; 6, Vis'vakarmiya; 
7, Sanatkumdra; 8, Sarasvatyam. Of these different works he had considerable portions of the first four, and a few detached 
chapters of each of the rest. The Library of the Asiatic Society of Bengal contains a MS. of the first, but it does not correspond 
with the text of Ram Rdz in any particular: it oxtends to forty-six chapters, while that of Ram Raz comprises fifty-eight, and 
the topics, though the same, are differently arranged. A manuscript received from Tanjore corresponds in the number of its 
* chapters with the Asiatic Society’s MS.; but its chapters are shorter and very corrupt, and tho topics are different. It differs 
from the others also in naming the work Manavasara instead of Mdnasara. 

Ram Raz’s description of tho second corresponds very closely with the Tanjore text, which bears the name of Maya S'ilpa, 
alias Maya-mata, alias Vastusastra, alias Pritisthana Tantra. It is written in the Tantric style, and evidently belongs to a 
much later age than that of the Pandus for whom its reputed author, Maya,* built a palace, or that of Das'aratha for 
whom, according to Ram Rdz, he is likewise said to have built a royal residence. Tho MS. is incomplete and corrupt. 
It is written in verse, and extends to nineteen hundred verses, divided into twenty-six chapters as follows : 1, Architecture 

defined ; 2—3, Examination and purification of the grounds intended to be built upon ; 4, Measurement of land; 5, Ascertain¬ 
ment of the points of the compass ; 6, Fixing of pegs to demarcate the spots for building; 7, Offerings to gods; 8—9, Measures 
for villages and rules for laying out towns and villages ; 10, Direction for laying out squares, octagons, &e.; 11, Laying tho 
foundation of a house, and the ceremonies to be observed on the occasion; 12, Plinths; 13, Bases; 14, Pillars; 15, Stone 
work; 16, Joining and cementation; 17, Spires or tops of houses ; 18, One-storeyed houses ; 19, Two-storeyed houses ; 20—21, 
Three, four, &c., storeyed houses; 22, Gopuras or gates ; 23, Mandapas; 24, Out-offices, barns, treasuries, &c.; 25, Open 
courts or clioultrees; 26, Linear measure. On the whole the work sticks pretty closely to architecture, and indulges very 
little in astrological vagaries, which prevail so greatly in tho other works. 

Of the 3rd, 4th, 5th, 7th, and 8th works of R&m Raz’s list I have as yet not been able to procure any exemplar. Ram Raz 
gives no detailed description of the 6th. I have seen three recensions of it. The first, from Tanjore is, like tho Maya S'ilpa, 
written in the Tantic style, having S iva for its narrator. Its contents are : I. Origin of Vis'vakarma; derivation of tho words 
takshaka (carpenter) vardhaki (sculptor), &c. II. Height of man in the different ages of the world; wood and stone for the 
formation of images. III. Sacraments for sculptors and carpenters. IY. Halls for the consecration of Siva and other gods. 
Y. Proportions of images of the planets and lingams. YI. Formation of cars. VII. Consecration of cars. VIII. Forms of Brahmi, 
Mahes'varf, and other goddesses. IX. Sacrificial or Brahmanical thread. X. Sacrificial threads of gold, silver, and munja fibre ; 
the different sides where images of gods and goddesses are to be placed; qualities of a kind of stone called Hemas'ild or u golden 
stone,” to be found to the south of tho Meru mountain. XI. Images of Indra, Mahes'varf, and other gods and goddesses. 
XII._XIII. Crowns, crests, and other head ornaments. XIV. Movable and fixed thrones for images ; crests and other orna- 


# Dr. Weber surmises that Maya is the Sanskrit form of Ptolcmaios, the 
author of tho Almagest. He writes tho word Asuramayaj in Sanskrit 
writings it often occurs in the form of Mayaddnava ; but Asura and Danava 
are used as synonymous terms, both meaning a demon, a Titan, a giant, and 
therefor© either term may be used at option as ah epithet for Maya. Literally 
Maya may be accepted as the Sanskrit rendering of maios ; but it would leave 
the first two syllables, ptole, unaccounted for. Dr. Weber does, not say in 
so many words that those syllables are represented by the epithet astern, 
but ho so uses the epithet along with Maya as to indicate that he means it. 
No recognised law of Philology, however, will accept asura to be the Sanskrit 
equivalent of the Greek ptole. In the 13th As'oka edict, Ptolemaios appears 
as Turamdya, and tho Mahabharata, if we take it to have been written after 
As'oka, should have adopted the same spelling. Claudius Ptolemy, the author 
of the Almagest, lived in the second century (140—160) A. C., and the dato 
therefore of the Mahabharata has to be brought down to at least three 
centuries after that; so that an Ionian may be represented as a giant 
fighting with a Hindu prince, without causing any misgiving in the minds 
of the readers of the narrative, as to its authenticity. But the Mahabharata, 
in the course of its hundred thousand verses, nowhere alludes to Buddhism 


or Buddha, and must therefore, and on other grounds not worth naming here, 
date from beforo the birth of S'akya ; or "at least the 6 th century B. C., and 
to bring it down to tho middle of the fifth century of the Christian era, on the 
strength of Maya being similar in sound to the last two syllables of a Greek 
name, the first two syllables being overlooked, or represented by an epithet in 
direct opposition to all laws of Philology, would be to subvert all historical 
consistency. Nothing short of the intrepidity of a Wilford could accept such 
a major for a historical argument; and I must confess my inability to appre¬ 
ciate the value of such a system of logic. Had the work of Maya as it 
originally existed been compared with the Almagest, or any other work on 
architecture by Ptolemy, and found to correspond, there would have been very 
good reason for accepting the surmise to bo well founded; but in tho absence of 
such proof, it is futile to urge it as an argument. The Maya S'ilpa, as it now 
exists, treats of architecture solely as shown above, and the Almagest has 
“ various problems of the ancients both in geometry and astronomy” for its - 
subjects, and between the two there can be no comparison. Ptolemy also 
wrote a great work on geography, but that too cannot be compared with the 
Maya S'ilpa. He is said by Dr. Weber to have built some palaces, but nobody 
has yet asserted that he over wrote any treatise on architecture. 







merits for the head; repairs of temples. XV. Proportions of doors of temples for lingams. XVI. Proportions of doors for other 
temples. XVII. Temples for Viglmes'a. Most of these chapters appear imperfect'and fragmentary, and the work is 

obviously incohqdeto. ' ‘ s \ N 

The second belongs to the' Library of the late-Sir R£ja Radhakanta Deva. It bears the name of VisVakarma-prak&s'a, and 
comprises thirteen chapters as follow : L Introduction, sole'ction of different kinds of land for building houses for ’Brahmans, 
Kshatr/yas, &c. II. Months appropriate for commencing.a'building, the area whereof is to he regulated by the cubit of 
the owner, or of his wife, orW his son,. III. Astral influence on buildings. IV. Bedsteads, shoes, houses, roads, * Mandapa 
and other objects. V. Offerings to certain gods. VI. Various kinds of houses, and making of bricks and other building 
materials. VII’. Size of doors tt> he regulated, by the planet which presided on the natal hour of the person who causes the 
house to he built. VIII. Direction, for making* houses, tanks; wells, &c. IX. Ditto for cutting down trees. X. Ditto 
for entering a new house. XI,\ Rules for building fortifications. XII. Removal of bones &c. from the ground before build¬ 
ing thereon. XIII. Characteristics of houses of different kinds, and their appurtenances. 

* The third belongs to the Library of tlio Asiatic Society (No. 629).' In some places it bears the special title of Aparajita- 
pViehchl^d, in others 'Jnana-ratnakosha. Like the preceding two, it is written in the Tantric style ; but the narrator, instead 
of.being Siva, is Vis'vakanna. It comprises thirty-five Sutras, some of which are evidently quotations from other works. It 
treats of architecture and sculpture, hut in a very desultory and imperfect way. None of these works, however, has'yet 
been analysed and reported upon, and there is so little before the public beside^the .derails, meagre at best, in the essay of 
Ram Raz on Indian architecture, that it would be quite unsafe to arrive at anything like a'definite conclusion on the question. 

* The Tanjore MSS. above referred to have been received through the kindness of Mr. A. C. Burnell of the Madras Civil 
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Service, and I have obtained two others* from Northern India. The South Indian treatises abound in Kanareso 
' and 1 ft mil words, and both the northern and the southern codices are full of technical terms, all but perfectly unintelligible to 


me. The MSS. procured by Ram Raz were equally puzzling. Describing them he says: “ Mutilated as they invariably are 

in many important parts, almost every line of them is not only disfigured by gross errors, perpetuated by a succession of igno¬ 
rant transcribers; but the technical terms and memorial verses with which the whole abounds are so little understood either 
by tlio artists or the pandits of the present day, that it requires no ordinary exertion to comprehend and explain the exact 
import of even a single section. ,? j* In Bengal there are no artists who have any knowledge of the subject, nor any Pandit 
who is acquainted with more than the name of the S'itya S'astra, and unaided by practical knowledge the subject would require 
a much deeper and a more thorough study than what I can at present afford, to ensure anything like a reliable and useful 
summary. A few extracts from some of tlio works to illustrate particular topics will be given lower down. 

Of the several styles enumerated above,' the most important for the purposes of this work are the Buddhist and the 
Central Indian; the remains at Kliand'agiri belonging to the former • style, and the Hindu temples throughout Orissa 
'to the latter. 


* S'ilpa S'astra, Y&stupradipa. 
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CHAPTEE II. 



Construction op Ortssan Temples. Shape of the original habitation of man. Oldest lithic monuments, rectangular. Indian temples, cubical. Module of 
Benares temples. Bengali temples. Orissan temples ; their projections ; steeples ; upper chambers ; plinths ; pinnacles ; porches ; dancing halls ; refectories ; 
court-yards ; entrance gates. Materials used in the construction of the temples,—laterite, sandstone, chlorite, granite, gneiss. Mode of building; irregular, 
horizontal, and cyclopean styles. Mortar; clamps; ghooting or kankar cement \ architraves; beams ; wood. 

ONSIDERABLE differences of opinion exist as to the form which was first adopted by man for the formation of 
his dwelling. The models he had before him to work upon were natural caves or caverns, which were all more or 
less rounded, and deficient in sharp well-marked angles, and they led to the theory that the earliest habitations of 
the human race were circular in plan, and rounded in form. In support of this opinion, it is said that the 
dwellings of the ancient Gauls were circular huts built with wood, and lined with mud; and the pile huts of 
Switzerland were of a similar nature.* On the other hand, nothing was likely to prove more troublesome to 
primitive builders than circular designs, and the earliest examples of dwellings still extant in America, Africa, and 
Oceania, are mostly rectangular, i. e., those houses which are intended to bo permanent and fixed, have straight 
sides, and rectangular corners, while those which are intended to be easily moved about, are more or less circular. 
Ascending from wood, wattle and mud to bricks and stones, this view of the question appears to receive peculiar con¬ 
firmation ; for the oldest houses and temples were, with a few rare exceptions, straight-lined in their ground plan, and 
perpendicular for at least a part of their height. The oldest lithic monuments of human art still extant, are the Pyramids of 
Egypt, and their chambers bear out this opinion in every particular. They are all rectangular enclosures with upright walls. 
The temples of that country were also of the same character, and the palaces of Assyria and Babylon did not any where 
depart from this rule. Some of the Pelasgic tombs in Greece enclosed circular chambers ; but as they were erected long after 
the time of the first ten dynasties of Manetlio, and produced at a period when the art of building had been brought to a 
comparatively high state of improvement, they cannot controvert the theory regarding the outlino of the earliest buildings. 
It may be stated, however, that while in buildings the circular form is difficult, in graves, it is the simplest, and most readily 
produced, nature helping in a few years to complete where the art of man finis to attain the object, and the transition from the 
circular to the rectangular plan, as in the Pyramids, implies a considerable advance in civilization and architectural ingenuity. 

As regards temples in Northern India, the rectangular plan was everywhere the most prevalent, and it is difficult to notice an 
exception to the rule. At first sight the topes may appear to be different; but if their character be carefully 
Giound plans of temples. ^ f oun( ^ that there was no departure from the rectangular design of temples. The Dehgopas of 

Burmah are mere local adaptations of the Indian tope, and none of them is of greater antiquity than the middle of the 6th century, 
A. D., and as they are funeral, or cinerary monuments, and not temples, they may be left altogether out of consideration. It is said 
that there are, in some parts of Bengal, temples designed for the observance of the mystic rites enjoined in the Tantras, which 
are triangular in then ground plan; but as they are recent structures, designed for a sectarial purpose, they do not contradict the 
remark regarding the primitive form of Indian temples. Generally speaking temples in Northern India are not only rectangular 
in plan, but cubical in the form of their body. From Orissa to the foot of the Himalaya, there is scarcely a single exception to 
this rule.t In the Agni Pur dm,% it is ordained, that the ground plan of every building should have four equal sides, and the 
Jndna-ratna-prakds a§ and the Manasdra support the same opinion. Figures of Vishnu and some other divinities may bo found 
located in oblong rooms, but such structures are no where reckoned as temples fmandirsj. Again, in Southern India, the 
square chamber for temples appears to be the rule, and oblong cells the exception. 


* Lubbock thinks they were rectangular. Prehistoric Times, p. 126. 
f The chamber of the Jyespies'vara temple on the Takht i Suleman hill, in 
Kashmir, is circular, but its ground plan is a square with the corners notched 
with three salient and four re-entering angles. 
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Agni Purana, Ed. Bib. Iud. p. 122. 

* MS. As. Soc. J. R. P., fol. 51. 
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In the case of buildings other than temples, the ground plan no doubt varied according to circumstances, and works on 
architecture describe a great number of forms. The Rdja-mdrtaiida, an astrological work ascribed to K&ja 
Cucmml plans of hou. e?. j^ Q j a 0 £enumerates sixteen different kinds as the most noteworthy. These are ; oblong,— A'yata ; 

2nd, square ,—chaturasra ; 3rd circular,— vr.itta ; 4dh, oblong, with a rectangidar court-yard in the middle, very like the 
Roman compluvium ,—bhadrasana ; 5 th, discus-shaped, i. circular with lunette projections, or wings, on the four sides, 
chah'a ; Otty, linear or long and narrow with two unequal wings ,—msamabdhu ; 7th , triangular ,—trikona ; 8 th, cart-shaped, or 
quadrangular, with a long triangular projection on one side,— s'akatdkrita ; 2th, staff-like, or long and narrow like a barrack, 
— danda; 10 th, quadrangular, with the opposite sides hollow-arched, or concave, like the mouth of the musical instrument called 
panava •, —panavasansthdna ; 11 th, like the musical instrument called muraja, (I know not what this is); 12 th, wide-fronted, 
vrihanmukham ; 13th, heart-shaped like a palm leaf fan,— vycijanci ; ^ 14 th, circular with five projections like a tortoise with its four* 
projecting fe'et, and head; 15th, arblied like a bow,— dhanuh ; 1 6 th, horse-shoe'shaped like thewinnowing fecn,—surpa.* Of these 
the oblong with a rectangular court-yard in the middle was held in the highest estimation, and still continues the favourite, almost 
every Hindu dwelling house of any pretension in Bengal being built in that plan, whence bhadrdsana has become, the ordinary 
name of a dwelling house in the present day; and in the north-west it is very common. For comfort, convenience, fight, and ven¬ 
tilation, it is perhaps the best that could be designed in a warm climate, and it is worthy of note that European architects have of 
late adopted it in designing several public buildings in Bengal. In the Mrichchhakatl, which dates from the first century before 
Clirist, there is an account of a house of this description, which had successively eight court-yards ; j* and the grandeur of a house 
is generally reckoned in almost every part of India in accordance with the number of court-yards it comprises. The 
merits of thpse several kinds of houses are thus described in the Rdjd-mdrtarida : u The oblong insures success everywhere ; 
the square brings in money ; the circular promotes health and prosperity ; the rectangular with a courtyard fulfils all desires ; the 
lunetted-wheel causes poverty, and the unequal-winged bereavement; the triangular makes the owner a king, and the 
cart-shaped leads to loss of wealth. Cattle die away if the plan be staff-like, and vision is lost by the panava shape. The 
muraja shape causes the death of the owner’s wife ; the wide front loss of wealth; and the fan shape, loss of situation. The 
tortoise leads to theft, so does the bow shape ; while the horse-shoe form causes loss of wealth.”£ Regarding the nature of the 
ground on which the house is to be built, it is said; “ men prosper, if the ground slope to the east; wealth is acquired, if the 
southern side be elevated, but it is lost if the west side slope down, and there is certain destruction if the north side be high ”§ 
As domestic architecture, however, does not fall within the scope of this work, it is not necessary to enquire into the subject 
further. 

According to the builders of Benares, the body of the temple is the module upon which the rest of its parts are to be calculated. 

"Relative proportions The length, breadth and height of the body should be the same, and its steeple, Surra, Sk. chuda, should vary 
of Benares temples. according to the size of the tepqfie and the number of pinnacles it is intended to bear, from 1| and 1J to 2 and 

2J lengths.|| The plinth is to be one-ninth of the total length,' L t., one yard if* the-temple be nine yards high. The door in that 
case should be 7 feet 5 inches by 4 feet 9. In small-sized temples the door is generally one-fourth of the cube. The first member 
above the spire, is a thick square plate named the Rdmarekha, from certain denticulatio'ns on its edges, having some resemblance 
to the sectarial mark of the followers of Rima,—a common ornament for the upper edge of projecting stones. In a temple 
9 yards in height, it should be 12 inches in depth. It is intended to cover the vent of the spire, and form the basement of 
the katas a, or crowning momber of the spire. Above it is placed a small compressed ribbed dome, 15 inches thick, the 
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|| The head mistri of the Maharajd of Vizianagaram is my principal 
authority, and I had his opinion tested by two other builders at Benares. 


The practice is to divide the temple into three parts; 1st, the plinth or Jciirsi; 
2nd, the body or janghi, including the cornice and the base mouldings ; 3rd, the 
spire or chuda, comprising base mouldings, spire .proper, turrets, pinnacle, 
trident, and flagstaff. James Prinsep has noticed the same arrangement, but 
..he does-not give their relative.proportions. Prinsep's Benares. Under the 
head of elevation of a Hindu Temple, Ram Raz, quoting Kasyapa, classifies all 
temples into five classes according to their respective heights. These are— 1st, 
Sdntika, “ moderate ;”2 nd,paush(ika, u bulky 3rd,jagada , “ triumphant ;”4 th, 

adihuta,“ admirable j” and 5th, Sarvakdma, u all-pleasing the breadth of these 
five kinds of temples being divided into seven, six, five, four, and three parts in 
due order ; ten, nine, eight, and seven of those parts are given to their respective 
heights” (Arch, of the Hindus, p. 49). General Cunningham has reduced these 
proportions into the following tabular form. 


1st Modest,. 


If 

breadth 

2nd Bulky,. 


li 


3rd Triumphant,. 
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4th Wonderful, . 
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6th All-pleasing,. 
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amra, or amlasitt, so called from its resemblance to the fruit of the emblic myrobolan. In the Agni Purina, and in 
the Mdnasdra, it is named Udumbara, and likened to the fruit of the Ficus glomerata. It is surmounted by a ribbed 
conical construction called morn, and having very much the appearance of a ribbed, inverted funnel, or a lotus reversed, 
-9 inches long. It has been, by some, called an umbrella. Then follows the neck, gold, inches, serving as the support of 
a rounded moulding, hmgani, , 3 inches thick. A neck then follows, and on it is placed a vase, or jar, named gagri. It 
should be 18 inches high. Upon it stands a second jar, 9 inches long, and sometimes a third of a smaller size, which supports 
the metal cap and the trident, or the discus, each of which should measure 18 inches in length. The steeple is generally 
• slender, having straight sloping sides, but occasionally its outline is curvilinear. In its simplest form, the steeple rises 
from above the cornice without any basement; but generally it has four little turrets or pinnacles, khirUbhadras, on the four 
corners: in ornate forms the turrets are ranged in tiers, and their number is multiplied till, in the most elaborate specimens, 
there are as many as 108 of them, arranged in six tiers. 


Two specimens of this form of temples are shown 
Various kinds of temples compared. ° D ( W0 ° dcuts > 

Nos. 9 and 10). The first 
(£no. 9) has been copied from an original in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Visves'vara’s temple at Benares. It is the 
simplest of its kind, and has a perfectly plain spire. 
The second (No. 10) has the surfaces of its walls and 
spire broken by slight projections, and its corners set 
off by partially attached turrets, but without any 
attempt at ornamentation. The most perfect speci¬ 
mens of this style are seen in the temples of Vis'ves'- 
yara and Kedara at Benares.* If they be compared 


No. 9, Primitive Benares No. 10, Typical Benares No. 11, Typical Orissan Temple, with the Orissan form as delineated in woodcut No. 


Tem P le - Temple. 11, it will at once be perceived that the latter had 

supplied the model on which the former has been built, but that the builders have greatly improved upon the original plan. The 
thick heavy tower of the primitive design has been replaced by a slender steeple, the projections thereon by more or less 
attached turrets, the crowning ornaments reduced in bulk and improved in appearance, the walls of the body divested of heavy 
projections, and embellished with a number of delicate pilasters, and the whole set off on a well-raised and elegant plinth 
All the improvements, additions and alterations are, however, strictly Indian and original,—nothing borrowed from people 




beyond the boundary of this country. In No. 12, the case is, however, entirely altered. In it the body of a pure Hindu 
edifice is embellished with foiled arches and decorated battlements in the true Saracenic style, and capped with a ribbed dome 
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* Vide Prinsep’s Illustrations of Benares. 
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of the samo order, —a combination which destroys the peculiarities of both, and results in a hybrid entirely devoid of majesty, 
elegance and beauty. Specimens of this mixed, or transitional, style ot construction may be found in Benares, Allahabad, 
Mathura, and in the Western Presidency generally. 

No. 13, represents a specimen of the Bengali style, where the'cubical body of a northern tem¬ 
ple is covered over by four curvilinear sloping roofs in exact imitation of 
Bengali Temple. thatch, and the point of junction at the centre surmounted by a miniature 

representation of the original construction. This structure has no distinct cornice, its place being 
supplied by the arched ends of the projecting roofs under wliich ornamentations are produced with 
great care to represent the ends of the frame work. This style is distinct from that of Benares on 
the one side, and of Orissa on the other, and hence it is, that it has become necessary to divide 
into three groups the style which Mr. Fergusson has included under one name. 

The Orissan temple in its simplest form is a cube, rising from tke.ground without a plinth, and 
its tower is the result of four battered walls gradually approaching each 
No. 13, Bengali Temple. Shap ° ° f 0rissan temple8 ' other to supply the place of a roof, the top— a frustum—being closed in 

with a thick slab, which in the Benares, or the Jain, style, is represented by the Rdmrekhh. Such a chamber dedicated to an image 
can require but one doorway, and the first idea of ornamentation would be suggestedby the necessity of a dripstone, or hood- 
mould, or weather-moulding over it to throw off rain. To render this moulding effectual, its projection should be considerable, 
and to support it, .two pilasters become absolutely necessary. These produce the most primitive porch, and a great number of 
such structures may be seen in every part of Orissa. From pilasters to pillars, the transition is easy enough, but it has not been 
frequent, the great majority of temples having pilasters, and not pillars. The foundation of these pilasters causes the first break 
in the square ground-plan of the earliest temples. Vide woodcut, No. 14. A' priori, one may suppose that 
poverty of invention, or more probably a love for symmetry, would lead to a repetition of the projection on 
all the four sides of the temple chamber, and this is exactly what is met with in the fanes of 
BhuvanesVara and Puri—a square outline with four projections as shewn on the margin: 
woodcut No. 15. The projections in such cases are not deep, and the pillars, when em- 
No. 14 ployed, occur only on the side of the entrance. The proportion of the projection to the 

entire length of the temple varies from 1 to 3 to 2 to 5. The depth of the projections varies even more large- No. 15. 
ly; indeed it is doubtful if there ever was any fixed rule on the subject. 

When the architectural advantage of these projections was once perceived, and the nakedness of large walls had to be 
covered, they were repeated two, three of four times, as is to be seen in the temples of R&jardnf, KapilesVara, 
Ramesvara, &c., &c. (woodcut No. 16). The next step towards improvement, was the development of 
these projections into distinct pilasters, such as are to be seen on the temple ofAnanta Vdsudeva at BhuvanesVara. 
The three-fold projection of each side is there converted into seven pilasters by slight intermediate breaks, and the 
No. 1G. artistic effect is thereby very much heightened. On the great tower of BhuvanesVararand other large structures, 
the same arrangement has been carried out to great advantage. When those projections are particularly deep, and the intermediate 
spaces wide, they assume the character of buttresses, which add considerably both to the mechanical strength and the beauty of 
the buildings by an agreeable play of light and shade. But whether deep and wide, or flat and narrow, they are always carried on 
along the whole length of the structure, to the top of the spire, and when divided into pilasters of low relief, they give a ribbed, 
or fluted, appearance to the whole. On richly ornamented temples they are, on the steeple, carved into strings of small models 
of temples in some relief, so as to obviate the aesthetic defect of slender pilasters of great length. On the body ofthe building, 
the same object is attained by opening two or three tiers of niches for the reception of statues, or bas-reliefs. At Benares, 
the projections under notice are either omitted, or shaped into pilasters, and the little models are more or less detached from the 
spire so as to produce distinct chaplets or pinnacles, which greatly improve the appearance of the building. In Jain temples, 
these pinnacles are completely detached so as to convert them into little pavilions. In Bengal they are altogether wanting. 

Ignorant of the principles of the true arch, the architects of Orissa found the greatest difficulty in covering large areas with a 
substantial roofing. The Jain plan of triangular blocks cutting off the corners of the original square, and 
by two or three repetitions reducing considerably its size, so as ultimately to be fit to be covered by a 
single block of a moderate size, (woodcut No. 17), was not sufficient for them, and single slabs could seldom be foufid of 
sufficient length and breadth, and no free from defect, as to suffice for temples of the size of the Great Tower of Bhuva- 
No. 17. nesVara. Their only resource-wap. therefore, the horizontal arch of parallel projecting courses of stone inflat layers, 
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or corbelling which they could carry out to any extent they chose (woodcut No. 18). As they always bui lt 
with stone, and that material was nowhere scarce, the great thickness required in the supporting walls to 
resist the weight and thrusts of a large mass of superstructure was, to them, a matter of no consideration, 
and the great height to which they had to carry their towers to close large areas by very gradual 
projections, served only to heighten the grandeur and majesty of their sacred piles. The edges of the 
projecting stones, both within and without, were so cut off, as to produce an even outline ; but some¬ 
times the inner edges were decorated with mouldings, or left untouched, giving to the ceiling the 
appearance of a flight of steps reversed. The plan of building adopted, was the simplest, and at 
the same time the most effectual. 

In the middle of the Tth century when the Great Tower of BliuvancsVara was erected, the builders 
had acquired sufficient proficiency in balancing their materials in a projecting arch to avoid the necessity 
of lofty towers, and yet the artistic effect of the tower being highly prized, they generally utilised the 

1-1 " ' ‘ iJ space within it by dividing it into two or three stories; the rooms being used for the deposit of jewelry and 

N0 OriLn e Temple. “ other valuable treasures of the temple ; serving thus the same purpose which the opisthodomus did in Gre¬ 

cian sanctuaries. The chambers are never accessible to outsiders, and I could not ascertain how they were lighted, or ventilated. 
The stairs are enclosed within one of the walls of the temple, and reached through the sanctuary itself. It is said by the priests at 
Bhuvanes'vara, that about a hundred years ago, a man had ascended with a lamp in hand to the upper story of the Great Tower, but 
through the displeasure of the presiding divinity, he was suffocated to death beforo he could attempt to retrace his steps, and that, 
ever since, nobody had attempted to explore that much dreaded chamber. The tower of the great temple at Puri, has, likewise, 
some rooms within it, but they too are not in use now. These facts suggest the idea, that they are devoid of all opening for light 
and air, and the mephtic vapours which have accumulated within, render them unapproachable. In the temple at Buddha- 
Gaya, there are two moderate-sized windows to give light to the upper chambers, but I could not perceive the trace of even 
a breathing hole in any of the Orissan steeples. 

In plain temples, the plinth is, as already stated, generally wanting, and the body of the edifice rises from the surface 
of the ground with which the floor is flush. But in elaborate structures there is geneially a 
basement or platform of some pretension, varying in height from two to five or six feet, and diver¬ 
sified by a variety of bands and mouldings, or broken in their outline by projecting pedestals of various shapes. 

The pinnacle includes most of the elements of the Benares Kolas'a, but their relative proportions are entirely different. 1 he 
square plate rdmarekhd , on the top of the steeple, is small in size, and of slight thickness, having more 
rmn&de - the appearance of the plinth of a pillar held very much within the flattened top of the steeple than of 

a massive covering for the head, projecting considerably beyond its area. It is, besides, invariably plain, and has none of the den- 
ticulations which give it its peculiar name. Above it, a narrow neck of low height supports the amlas'ila , which, instead of being of 
the small size and insignificant appearance common at Benares, assumes the proportions of a regular dome. It is invariably solid, 
compressed, and ribbed, having the appearance of a gigantic melon, the height being about half the horizontal diameter. In 
building it, eight stones are generally used, four above and four below; but in small edifices one or two stones suffice for its 
construction: sometimes a great many stones are used, as shown in the section above. For the support of its projecting edge, four 
caryatides, or lions-couchant, or ugly dwarfs, are commonly employed, and they face the four sides of the body of the temple. 
The dome is surmounted successively by the mora, and the Jcangni , as at Benares, and thereupon is placed the Mas a , or jar, but 
its shape is remarkable,--quite different from that of the ordinary Indian pitcher of the present day. 
After a careful examination of several scores of specimens at Bhuvanes vara, Puri and the Behar dis¬ 
trict, I can compare it with nothing so close as a Grecian amphora. The body, the neck, and the ornamentation of this vessel, 
appear to be pretty near copies of European models, and yet its presence on edifices, which have nothing else that could bear the 
most distant resemblance to foreign archetypes, precludes the idea of the model of these jars having been imported from Greece, or 
Italy. The intercourse which formerly existed between the nations of the East and the West, could easily account for the impor¬ 
tation of amphorae, and other Grecian vessels to India; but it is impossible to suppose that sacerdotal bigotry would so far yield 
to aesthetic considerations, as to permit a foreign wine-cup to crown the spires of its holiest temples. I am disposed, therefore, 
to attribute it to an effort to improve upon the ordinary water jar of the period, resulting in an ornamented specimen of 
the ancient ghara . A well-filled pitcher, on the top of a thatched roof is an important measure of precaution, which the 
people of this country seldom forget, and that it should be reproduced in stone as an ornament among a people, the most 
conservative of conservatives, is by no means extraordinary; and that in its transit from earth to stone, it should be improved 
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and embellished is but natural, and a matter of course. In Orissa, the jar is never repeated, but in the North-Western 
I rovinces, where the people carry on their heads two, three, and sometimes four pots of different sizes, the kalas'a is repeated 
two or three times on their temples. 

The Orissan name for this temple is deivul, Sanskrit vimana. It occupies the place of the European naos, cello ,, adytum , 
(lSvTOV ’ or sanctuary, being the abode of the visible representative of the Godhead. It has an edos on the side opposite the 
entrance, on which the image or images are seated. In all well-ordered fanes this raised platform, or throne, is made of stone, 
and finished with great care ; but in poor and more recent temples it is replaced by a wooden chair. In S'ivite temples, it is 
entirely wanting, and the image is placed in the centre of the floor. 

Allusion has already been made to the porch in its simplest form, consisting of two pilasters sustaining a projecting weather- 

Porch moulding. The transitions from pilasters to detached pillars, and from a simple moulding to an architrave and 

cornice, appear to have taken place at an early date ; tor this arrangement is observable in some of the oldest 
and least pretending edifices. Occasionally, but rarely, the pillars were placed in a recess made for the purpose in the wall, and 
it gave to the front somewhat the appearance of what in Grecian temples is called in antis ^wapaardBi. I n the North-Western Pro¬ 
vinces two additional columns were soon added, which, with a pyramidal roof, produced a detached pavilion, or kiosk, in front; 
and this has since been greatly improved, particularly in Jain temples, by multiplying the columns and extending the area 
of the building. But in Orissa the change did not sort with the massive character of the larger temples, nor suit the require¬ 
ments of the priests, who, probably, thought the light admitted into the sanctuary through its single door too much for the 
mystic character of their rituals, and the generally unattractive appearance of the idols. A walled building was, therefore, 
preferred to an open, columnar, or arcaded, one; and for the sake of variety, and to mark the distinction between the temple and 
its porch, its top was closed with a pyramidal roof instead of a steeple. The Orissan name for this structure is Jagamohan y 
“ the fascinator of the world,” for it is from this place that the public are allowed to behold the divinity within. It may be 
compared to the prodromus , or pronaos , of ancient, and the vestibule, of mediaeval European temples. According to Kasyapa, it 
is the Antardla or ante-temple:* Its ground plan is generally, though not invariably, a square, and its walls are diversified 
with the same kind of projections as those of the temple itself. At first sight it would appear to differ from the temple inliaving 
four doors instead of one; but as frequently, two of them, those on the flanks, are closed either by mullion bars, or lattice 
work, and the third is brought in contact with the entrance to the temple, there is virtually only one entrance to it.f But 
it differs from the temple in height, in the form of its roof, and in having, in structures of large dimensions, four pillars 
arranged in two rows, which divide its floor into a nave and two aisles, or make it a distyle hall. Its height is fully one-third 
less than that of the templo. The plinth is invariably of the same height, the walls to the cornice generally correspond, but 
the pyramidal roof is entirely different, and so are the decorations on the walls. The roof is a repetition of the cube of the 
body with the sides and top cut off to produce its peculiar shape. This is, however, not invariably the case : in two or three 
instances the sloping roof after being carried to some height is broken by a regular clear stojy with windows opening all round 
at short intervals to admit light. The truncated top of the pyramid, where the pyramidal form is adopted, is surmounted by a, 
domical structure of which the most prominent members are the same as on the temple, viz., the amla fruit, and the 
reversed lotus; but they me repeated, the lower globe yery much compressed, and the lotus elongated into an umbrella crown. 
The upper members remain untouched. The kalas'a is a repetition of what occurs on the temple. 

The constructive peculiarity of the roof will be best understood by a reference to the annexed plates. On the 
outside it is formed of courses of receding stones, broken at intervals by projecting ledges so placed as to balance the 
materials, and throw the weight .of the roof on the sustaining walls. These ledges are arranged into one, two, or 
three groups, according to the size of the building, each comprehending four tiers. Sometimes the ledges are wanting as 
shewn in the woodcut No. 19. The outer borders of the ledges, where they exist, are richly ornamented with floral 
bands, or groups of animals in low relief. The inner face, or ceiling, is built on the same principle, but it is not of a piece with 
the outer face. It is formed of three independent series of parallel projecting courses with the tops closed in by single slabs r 
or spanned by iron beams, and covered over by several flags of stone. Probably the ceilings were built first and the outer 
structure afterwards and independently of it, for the ceilings have dropped down in several ruined porches, leaving the 
outer shell entire. In small porches, where no pillars are used, triangular slabs placed in the corners, sufficed to support 
the pyramidal superstructure. 


* Ram Raz’s Architecture of the Hindus, p. 49. that of PurasuramesVara’s temple at Bhuvanes'vara, have two or three doors on 

t At Kona rah, all the four entrances are left open and embellished with each side, and their ground-plans are oblong^ 

large figures of horses, lions and elephants. Some of the minor porches, such as 
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Originally, nothing further was neoded to complete a temple, but in course of time two other buildings were added in 
a line with the porch. The first was called the Natmandir or “ the dancing hall,” Sanskrit Mandapa ,* and in front of it, 
(2nd), the Bhogamandir or u refectory;” and all large establishments now include this four-fold arrangement. 

The Natmandir , as its name implies, is a festive hall, large, spacious, and open on all sides, corresponding with the clumltrij , 

or “ marriage hall” of Southern India, except that the sides are not arcaded, but provided with 
doors, three to four on each side. Its ground plan, unlike that of the temple and the porch, is 
oblong, and it is connected with the porch behind, and with the refectory in front. Its roof, 
like that of the porch, is supported on pillars, and constructed on exactly the same princi¬ 
ple, but the peculiar projecting ledges and the pinnacle are wanting, and its slope is less. 

The walls are devoid of sculptures, and not quite so high as those of the porch. Wood- 
cut No. 19 represents the roof of the dancing hall of the Great Tower at BhuvauesVara. 

The refectory is a square room having only two doors, one opening into the dancing hall, and the other in front. Its 

pyramidal roof generally, though not invariably, corresponds with that of the porch, and N it'& 
walls are profusely ornamented with a variety of floral scrolls and mouldings. It is, how¬ 
ever, lower than the dancing hall, which on its part is lower than the porch, and is in every instance that I have noticed a 
subsequent addition, and not synchronous with the temple. 

This fourfold building is generally surroundedby a high wall, enclosing a large area of ground which forms what was in Grecian 

temples^called kpov or re^os, “ the sacred enclosure,” which induded all themjxpurtenaqces of tin) 
sanctuary : sometimes a second wall was built round the first, producing" two courtyards, an 
inner and an outer one. The walls, which may be likened to the \os or sacred fenco of the Greeks, were invariably plain, 
both inside and outside, in marked contrast to Buddhist railings wlqcli are most elaborately sculptured. At BhuvanesVara 
. the wall is capped with a simple coping, sloped on the upper surface, and having a projecting drip to prevent the wet from 
running down ^ha surface of the wall; but at Puri and Kon&rak, they are ornamented with Saracenic battlements. 

Originally the enclosure contained nothing beyond, the main temple and the necessary out-offices, kitchen, &c. ; but the 
sanctity which\httaches to such establishments, induced people to avail themselves of every opportunity of dedicating temples 
erected within the sacred area, and the result is, that tho courtyards) as now found, are filled with a large number of fanes 
of various sizes an’d^diverse pretensions, so crowded together as seriouffljK to mar tho Oboauty of the main buildings. 

All the principal temples face the East, so that the image of tho deity within may face tlio rising god of day, the^natural 

visible emblem of the invisible Godhead. A similar feeling in Greece led,, according to Vitruvius, 
Direction. ' ■ ■ 

to the entrance to the temples being turnod towards the West, so that those who camd'to worship 

might behold the statues of the gods towards the East; but it has also resulted in all its principal temples on the Acropolis and 

those in Attica, Ionia and Sicily, as also those consecrated to tho goddess Ath($n&—the Helcnic dawn, or UsM,—having an 

easterly direction, and .it may fairly bo asked if such an idea has had anything to do with the orientation of mnliy 

Christian churches ? It is. worthy of remark that Burmese palaces are always so built as to face the East. The word^ 

Jhe in Burmese means both east and front, f and many of tho chief Buddhist and Jain fanes also face the East; but the 

principle which guided their position is unknown. . In the ease of minor shrines of the Hindus, this rule has not beon very 

strictly observed, and many fanes may be seen that have fronts towards the West, South, or North. , They never, however,, 

have departed from one of the cardinal points of the compass, which was, according to the S'ilpa-Sastra, invariably ascertain- 

ed with a gnomon before a building was commenced. The mode of doing it, is thus described by Bam R&z : “ ‘ On a smooth 

level piece of ground'is erected a gnomon,” whicigx according to some, u should be sixteen angular in height, and of the samo 

diameter at the bottom; the whole should, be shaped like the leaf of an opening hud, tapering gradually from the bottom to 

the top.” Around this a circle is drawn with a'cord 6f twice the height of the gnomon, by fixing one end of it to its baso, 

and carrying the other round it. Points are marked,in.tho circumference whore the shadow of tho gnomon projects, both in 

the forenoon and afternoon, that is, at any giyen liour after sunrise, and at the same time before sunset; and between'these 

points a right line is drawn so as to join them; the point marked by the morning shadow will show the East, and that marked 

by the evening shadow the West. Then from each'of these two points, and with o, radius equal to the distance between them, 

describe two more circles cutting each other, and resembling (in their points of intersection) the head and tail of a fish, 

between which draw a right line, which will point to the South and North. Again, from the southern and northern points, 

which touch the circumference of the inner circle respectively, and with tho same radius, * describe two more circles, and the 

points of intersection on the two other sides' will indicate the East and West.’J 


,v 


* Ram Kaz writes Mantapa, but that is nbt Sanskrit, 
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t Yule’s Missi’oh to k Avif, p. y/. v 
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Material—Laterite. 


The principal entrance to the temple is placed to the east, right in front of the temple. It is covered by a spacious square 

building, the tor ana or gopura , with a pyramidal roof, having the figures of the nine Indian 
planets ( navagraha) sculptured in more or less relief on the frieze under the weather-moulding. 
The structure, however, has neither the lofty storied character of the Tamulian gopura ,* which rises from five to fourteen 
stories, nor the majosty and massive solidity of the Egyptian pylon, or propylon, but holds a very subordinate place in 
the whole composition. For guards it has two lions, either seated, or rampant on crouching elephants, a form of 
grouping to which the Uriyas seem to have been very partial. At Konarak there are also horses and elephants for 
guards; but they are not common, nor do they at all approach the gigantic size of the human-headed winged bulls 
and lions of the Assyrian palaces. At Puri there are gateways of about the same size on all the four sides of the enclosure 
of the great temple; but originally such was not the case at Bkuvanes vara, the two small doors on the north and the 
south of the Great Tower now visible, being manifestly subsequent additions : there is no opening in its western wall. The roof 
of the gateway externally is a counterpart of that of the porch on a small scale, but internally it is so arched as to look 
like tho under surface of a hemispherical dome. 

In a country so abounding in stones of various kinds as Orissa, it is not to be supposed that any other material would be em¬ 
ployed in the construction of buildings designed for the habitation of the image of the ever¬ 
present God, and intended to last for eternity, and accordingly it appears that they were the 
only substance used, and not a trace of bricks is anywhere to be met with. Of stones, the most common is laterite, next sandstone, 
and, lastly, mungni, or chlorite. For outer walls, kitchens, porticos, and all structures of secondary importance the first is. the best 
suited. It occurs almost everywhere in Orissa within a few feet under the soil, and in many places crops up to the surface. 
Around BhuvanesVara large tracts lie barren, or covered with stunted jungle, from the soil or mould having been washed away 
from its rocky substratum. In his note on this substance, Mr. W. T. Blanford says : “ The form which generally appears at the sur¬ 
face (it being rarely that the lower kind is exposed by the denudation of the upper) consists mainly of round ferruginous nodules, 
about l to i of an inch in diameter, in a matrix of dark reddish-brown clay, which is generally more or less sandy. The nodules have 
a coating of brown hydrated peroxido of iron, and, when broken, some are seen to be black inside; others appears to be formed of 
concretionary peroxide of iron ; others, again, are evidently ferruginous pebbles of decomposed gneiss, or of sandstone, if the rock 
prevail in the neighbourhood. These little nodules are frequently scattered over the country by the denudation and disintegration 
of the deposit containing them. In places the substance is so soft that it may bo cut, though with difficulty, with a spade ; in 
other places it hardens into a firm rock, sometimes cohering only in the form of large blocks, the intermediate portion remaining 
loose and gravelly, but frequently forming a hard mass, which covers the surface for considerable areas. It is only at the surface that 
the rock becomes thoroughly hardened ; the lower portion requires exposure to give it firmness and strength : when exposed it 
becomes cavernous, owing to the washing away of the softer portions, and apparently a chemical change takes place, whereby- 
the iron becomes altered from the state of anhydrous peroxide (and perhaps also of magnetic oxide) into that of brown or hydra¬ 
ted peroxide. To this chemical change the coherence may perhaps partly be attributed ; much, however, is doubtless due to the 
more thorough drying of the clay by the heat of the sun.”t Dr. Oldham, commenting on the value of the laterite as a building 
material, observes.: “ Few rocks present greater advantages from its peculiar character ; it is easy to cut and shape when first 
dug, and-it becomes hard and tough after exposure to the air; while it seems to be very little acted on by the weather. Indeed 
in many of the sculptured stones of some of the oldest buildings, temples, &c., in the district, the chisel marks are as fresh and 
sharp as when first built. It is perhaps not so strong, nor so capable of resisting great pressure, or bearing great weights, as some 
of the sandstones, or the more compact kind of gneiss, but it certainly possesses amply sufficient strength for all ordinary 
purposes. It is largely used at the present time, but has also been employed from the earliest period from which the buildings 
and temples of the country, date. * - * * Another advantage it possesses over other rocks is the facility of trans¬ 

port, it being generally found in the low grounds, and often at no great distance from some of the many streams which traverse 
the vicinity. Slabs from four to five feet long are easily procurable of this rock.”f Exposure to water does not seem to affect 
its texture in any way, and it is, therefore, also largely used for the building of ghats and retaining walls on the sides of tanks. 
Being, however, a nodular conglomerate, it is full of cavities and soft interstices, and utterly unfit, not only for sculptures 
and fine work, but even for paving and other purposes, where a smooth even surface is required. Dr. Oldham alludes to “ ela¬ 
borate specimens of carving and ornament”§ made of this stone, but I have nowhere seen any. The simplest mouldings of bands 
and fillets are all that have come under my notice. 


* Vide passim Fergusson’s History of Architecture, II., 5G7. 
*t Memoirs of the Geological Survey of India, I, p. 281. 


t Ibid, 276. 
§ Loc. cit. 
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Sandstone. 


Chlorite. 


Granite. 


Sandstone is also abundant everywhere. The low range; of hills which runs along the whole length of the province, dividing 

it into two parts, consists ^principally of this stone, and it is quarried and worked with ease. 
It is commonly of a grey colour and coarse grain; but a finer variety of an oeherous tint 
varying in shade from a light fawn to dark brick-red is met with’at Atgharh in.the Tributary Mehals, and in a few other 
places, and is largely used for outer facings of temples, and for sculptures. This variety is of small grain, homogeneous texture 
and great firmness, admitting of very delicate carving without breaking or chipping. As it had, however, to be brought from 
n- great distance* the builders generally tried to economise 'its' pse, ainUto* replace it by the grey kind whenever it was 
;pfacticablo without, injury to, tfr A appearance of their wofck. - 

-The- Mmgni'ia a kind of serpentine, or chlorite. It is. of a dark slaty colour, and fine composition, susceptible of a 
. ^ high degree of polish, and when polished, it assumes, like slate, a .black colour.. -In the pre- . 

V sent day it is largely employed in the manufacture off plates; basins, and other, domestic uten¬ 

sils;' u The rook yields a beautiful, compact and very tough material* though soft and easy to work. It, is admirably suited for 
fine carviligs, as may be well seen in some of the beautifully; sculptured doorways of tho 'Black Pagoda, which are carved from 
tliis variety of rock. Mocks of almost any size can be obtained;' the only impediment being the difficulty of transport from 
the high*hills on-wliicli it occurs.”* It is, however, not met with'in Cuttack; /and the distance from the Nilgiri Hills, in 
Balasore, where itffs quarried, to Bhuvanes'vara and Puri, was so gre^k that, its ,use had to he confined to statuary and finer kinds 
of sculptures, which were not intended to he much exposed to sun'-and* rain. For facing the suffits and jambs of the 
entrance to temples, for the paving of tho cells, as also for thrones of the sacred images, it was also largely employed; in 

, r y 

fei;ort r It supplied the. place of marble which was not accessible to the Uriyas, and was, and is to this day, held in high 
•^stiiiiationv; / ’ 

/ In descriptions of Orissan antiquities, granite is frequently mentioqecPby European writers, but I have not seen it employ¬ 
ed for building purposes either at! Puri,'or at BhuvanesVara. According to Dr. Oldham, than 
whom few can speak with more authority on-que^tion^ of Indian Geology, •“ throughout the coun¬ 
try,- south of the Mahanadf, dykes of- all kinds are rare, trap is entirely wanting, and granitic veins are seldom seen.”f Itispro- 
bable therefor effhat, as in the infancy of geological science at the end of the lasttirid the beginning of this century all hard grey-look¬ 
ing stopes' were Mistaken for granite, non-professional men in Orissa, as elsewhere, frequently took the one for the other. Between 
thirty apd^ fottyyoar^ ago the As'oka pillars were described by more than one writer as made of granite, but it is now well known 
feat tliey a*rc Oilfr>jincd. of sandstone.- In the same way Bishop Heber called several structures in Agra and Delhi as constructed of 
granite, 'which have since tinned out to be sandstone or marble. If. true, granite, however, is wanting, gneiss is com¬ 
mon enough, if not abundant,, aifd y ' a granitiferous variety. in frequently employed for statuary, particularly on the Alti 
and the Nalti Hills:-some of the statues of the Black Pagoda,pro also said to be,made of this material; but tho bulk of them 
are of sandstone.- V - . s 

As in design, so in the art of building, Uriyd architects display, a. gad wftnt of variety. If their temples are all of one plan, they 
-I are built in almost the same order everywhere. Possibly at an early stage of their progress, they 
did fry other modes of arranging their materials, but by thef middle of the seventh century, they 
seem to have discovered what appealed to them the cheapest, and at fho samoffiiftethe most convenient, style of masonry, and con¬ 
tinued. ever after to practise it without any variation. This was tq -arrangeppurses df oblong ashlars of tho same height, which 
' were held together by their weight, by their perfect adjustment, and''by the frequent intervention of bonders long enough to ex¬ 
tend to a considerable -distance into; or entirely through, the wall. All the'courses, however, wefe not of the same thickness, nor 
the stones always of the. same size, J and the result was a kind of \york which* in reference to Grecian buildings is denominated the 
i bpseudoisodofnum.” This* plan, however, was not folio we'd in ' the construction of walls'^ of extraordinary thickness. It 
would have occasioned a great waste of-labour and material to have filled up piers seven to ten feet thick with carefully 
dressed blocks of the same size throughout, and a. different style was therefore deemed* necessary. This was to build 
irregular horizontal courses'with'partially worked stones'of^ various sizes, and to face them on both sides with, isocfomic 
walls-of welhdrdssed flags. Occasionally unhewn masses were rudely piled together with no further adjustment than tho 

insertion of small blocks in the -interstices, in tho, true cydopean stylcr, but their^sides. wero always faded- With cut stones of a 
' ' - ' , M ✓ . 


Style of Building. 


# Oldham, in the Memoirs vf the Geological Survey;—I, p. 278. - ' • ' 

t Ibid I., p. 264. ; ^ - 

t Sanskrit works on architecture insist on the ashlars being of uniform 
size, and the Agni Purana recommends squares of onfc cubit with a deptli of -8 


fingers as the most appropriate, bricks being of half that size ; but the rule 
seems never to have been'respected. 

f*n?rT? i 
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Mortar. 


Iron Beams^ 


superior quality. It should be added, however, that I have not had many opportunities of examining masonry work of great 
thickness in a dilapidated state, to he able to say with certainty whether the cyclopean, or the irregular horizontal style was 
the most prevalent. The latter was met with in about half a dozen places, and the former only twice: they were in every 
instance covered with a layer of finely dressed stones, except of course in the foundations where such facings would have 
been tlirown away. 

Mortar seems never to have been used ; the massiveness of the blocks, and the accuracy with which they were cut and 

adjusted, rendered it unnecessary. Wooden wedges wore also not used, or, if usod, they are 
not now traceable. In the joining, however, of long projecting cornices and roof-stones, iron 
clamps were frequently employed. At Kondrak I also noticed lead in the fissures and holes in the remains of cornices j but 
neither copper nor brass.* The iron has everywhere rusted and swollen, and produced serious cracks in the stones in 
which they are imbedded, causing thereby more injury to the temples, than time and climate have done in course of cen¬ 
turies. The Uriyd builders of old appear to have been, to some extent at least, aware of this source of danger, for iron 
clamps occur less frequently in the ancient temples of Bliuvanes'vara than in the more modern structures of Puri and Konarak. 

From the absence of mortar it might be argued that the ancient Uriyas had either no knowledge of it, or had no material 
at hand to be so employed. Such was, however, not the case. Glinting (nodular limestone conglomerate) abounds in almost 
every part of Orissa, and its ancient builders knew well the value of that article as a cement, and used it extensively for closing 
the joints on roofs, domes, &c., as also for plastering the interior of then'houses and temples ; and abundant evidence of its 
employment may be everywhere seen. It entered largely also in the composition of their vases, and occasionally, but 
rarely, in the formation of architectural ornaments. 

Owing to imperfect cohesion of its grains sandstone is ill-adapted for architraves of large span ; hence it is rarely employed for 
such purposes. Chlorite resists lateral pressure somewhat better, but it was scarce, and its great 
weight rendered it generally unmanageable. Uriyd architects, therefore, resorted to iron beams, which 
they could forge with ease, and move about with tolerable facility. The iron was probably obtained from Talchir, where it is 
smelted to this day, and was of excellent quality, well adapted for their purpose. At Bhuvanesv'ara such beams may bo seen in great 
abundance. The hypertlierions of the principal doorways are formed of bars four inches square, and ten to twelve feet in length; 
the scantling of architraves being 4 X 6 to 5 X 7 inches, with a length of 12 to 15 feet. Roofs, as already stated, were formed by 
horizontal arches, but the projections from the opposite sides rarely closed in more than two-thirds of the space, the remainder be¬ 
ing covered by flags of stone supported on iron beams. At Puri the beams are of larger dimensions ; and at Konarak there is one, 
21 feet long with an average thickness of 8 X 10 inches. Its material seems to be of a superior quality, and the forging throughout 
perfect. But the most remarkable feature in the piece of iron is its arched upper surface, the ends being 8 inches, and the centre 

11 inches, an arrangement of parts by which the highest mechanical strength was secured without any unnecessary waste of 

material. This displays an amount of knowledge of the laws of force and resistance on the part of the engineers which 
is highly creditable to them. 

In a country so infested by white-ants as Orissa, it is not surprising that wood has been so little used in the 

construction of the temples, though some of the finest woods of India, such as the teak 
Wood - ' . an d the sal, are so abundant everywhere. The only purpose for which wood was 

employed was, for the making of doors, but, as most of the original, doors have long since disappeared, and their 
places have been from time to time supplied by modern substitutes, it is impossible now to say how they were worked. The 
only ancient door now to be met with in Orissa occurs in the porch of the Great Tower of Bliuvanes'vara, and that is made of sandal¬ 
wood divided into square panels, and carved in a diaper pattern somewhat like the patterns on the celebrated gates of Somanatha, 
now deposited in the fort at Agra. Mr. William Simpson, in a letter to the Editor of the Daily News, London newspaper, dated 
the 23rd December, 1871, doubts the gates to be those that were removed from the temple of Somandtha by Mahmud Ghaznavi. 
He says, “ I made a very careful sketch of them, including details of the ornament. As I sketched, it struck me as strange 
that the art contained nothing Hindu in its design. It was all purely Muliummadan. Out of the thirty two millions of Hindu 
gods, there was not one of them visible.” He adds, “ It was only on my return to England, and in conversation with Mr. 
Fergusson that I got confirmation of what I suspected. He agreed with me that the ornament was sufficient evidence that 
they could not possibly bo the gates of Somandtha ; but he added that the gates in the Diwan i klids at Agra had been inspected 
with a microscope, and they are of ‘ Deodar pine,’ and not of sandal wood. This fact, in spite of the proclamation” (of Lord 


* Diodorus Siculus, speaking of the bridge which Semiramis built over 
the Euphrates, states that the stones were held together by iron clamps, the 


interstices of which were filled up with molten lead. In ancient Egypt the 
same practice was common. 





Ellenborough) “ would command a verdict against them from any jury.” This, however, it is to he supposed, would be to a 
great extent dependent on the nature of the jury, for wore experts to be included in the panel they would not be able to join in the 
verdict so confidently expected upon the evidence adduced. The wood of the gate now at Agra has the colour, density (apparent), 
and grain of sandal wood; but admitting, for the sake of argument, that it is really not so, there is nothing to show that deodar pine, 
the wood especially sacred to the gods (from deva god and ddru wood), was inaccessible at Somanatha, and that the report regarding 
th e original gates having been of sandal wood, founded on the evidence of Muhammadan writers, was not a mistaken one, resulting 
in the appearance of the wood. The character of the pattern (diaper) is simple enough, and the like of it may be seen in the 
Museum of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, engraved on the hafts of war-hatchets brought from the South Sea islands. It occurs 
likewise, slightly modified, on the panels of tho Bhuvanes'vara temples, and it would require no ordinary amount of recklessness to 
say that the builders of Orissa in the seventh century and the South Sea islanders got it from the Muhammadans. The prospect 
of finding some one or more of the thirty-three million gods of the Hindu pantheon carved on door-panels was so fanciful, 
that few natives of this country will feel at all surprised at its having so completely disappointed the writer. I must have visited 
at least five thousand temples in various parts of India, but I do not remember to have noticed many door-panels with figures 
of gods carved on them, certainly none in Orissa. It must be added, however, that there is nothing but its decayed ancient look 
to show that the Bhuvanes'vara doors are synchronous with the date of the Tower. 

Some of the Purdnas, as also the Mdmsdra , give detailed descriptions of various kinds of wood adapted for use in making 

dwellings, the seasons when the trees which yield them should be felled, their respective 
Season tor building. values for different purposes, the ceremonies to be observed when proceeding to fell trees for 

obtaining supplies of timber, the mode of seasoning them, &c.; but as wood occurs but very sparingly in the buildings which 
form the subjects of this work, it is not necessary to notice them at length. Tho former, likewise, afford directions regarding 
the seasons and stellar conjunctions most favorable for commencing tho building of temples and houses, and tho ceremonies 
to be observed on such occasions. Thus the Matsya, Purdna: “ The man who commences a building in the month 

of Chaitra, earns ill-health; he who does so in Yaisfikha gains wealth and jewels, but in Jyaistlia, he encoun¬ 
ters death. Should he begin it in the month of A'shadha, ho will obtain slaves, jewels, cattle, and a good com¬ 
plexion. In S'rfivana, he will secure friends, and in Bhfidra lose them. A house begun in A's'vina brings on the death 
of one’s wife in Kdrtika, the gain of wealth and corn, in M&rgas'frsha, abundance of food, and in Pausha, the fear of thieves. 
It is ordained that the month of MAgha ensures gain and learning, but it also brings on fire; while Phdlguna gives offspring, 
and gold. Such are the effects of seasons.”* * Of lunar constellations the following are described as the most appropriate, viz., 
As'vinl, Rohinf, Mula, Uttara A'sMdha, Uttara BMdrapada, Uttara Phalguni, Mriga-s'frsha, Svdtf, Hasta, and Anurddha.f Of 
the days of the week, Sundays and Tuesdays are injurious, the rest are appropriate.^ Much weight is also laid on particular 
conjunctions, but as these cannot be made intelligible to European readers without entering into tedious details, I shall not 
quote them here. The Hayas'irslia Panchardtra, a Tantra of the Vaishnavite class, has also some rules on the subject; but they 
are scarcely worth noticing. According to it the rainy season is the most inappropriate, and no building should be com¬ 
menced in it. The first ten days of the wane, the second five days of the waxing moon, the 4th, the 9th, and the 14th of both 

the wane and the waxing moon, are also said fo be reprehensible.§ It differs from the last authority, however, in rejecting 

only the Sunday, and not also Tuesday, and approving of some of the Nakshatras which the formor condemns. 

The Matsya Purdna affords detailed instructions for the selection and examination of the ground for building. 

Earth is divided by it into four ■ classes according to its colour; the white is called Brdhmana, 
Ground fit for buildmg. y. j 8 ga pj have a sweet taste; the red is Kshatriya, and it produces an astringent taste in tho 

mouth; the yellow is Yaisya, it is hot and astringent to the tasto ; and the black is S'udra; it is also astringent and hot. The 
merits of these different kinds of earth as substrata for,buildings, oi -as materials for brick-making, are reckoned according 
to then 1 caste, the Brahman being esteemed tho best, and the S udra tho worst. 
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Before commencing a building, the proper course is to dig a hole, measuring in every direction an aratni , or a cubit from 
the elbow to the end of the little finger. This being afterwards carefully plastered with mud, a saucer is to be filled with 
glii, provided with four wicks on four sides, and placed on the bottom of the hole. The wicks being now lighted, if they burn 
uniformly and brightly, the ground is fit for building; otherwise it is bad. Another and more practical and intelligible method 
is to press into the hole the earth excavated from it; if the earth should fill up the hole and leave a surplus, the ground is 
good ; it' it should barely fill it up, but leave no surplus, the ground is indifferent; but if it should prove insufficient, the ground 
is positively bad* * The prevalence or absence of particular kinds of trees, and the readiness or otherwise with which seeds 
sprout when sown in the ground, are also held as tests of its fitness for building upon. 

After selecting the land great attention should be paid to remove whatever bones it may contain; for bones, 

particularly those of Chandalas, are reckoned to be highly iniurious to building’s. If no 

Removal of bones. # ° J J 

bones are found, and still there should bo any suspicion of the presence of any such offensive 

matter, a ceremony has to be performed named Sailyoddhara , which is esteemed as highly effectual in neutralising the evil 
effects of bones under a building. Certain ceremonies have also to be performed before and after the completion of a build¬ 
ing, of which an interesting account, by Bdbu Pratdpachandra Grhosha, will be found in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of 
Bengal for 1870, p. 199 et seq, A summary of it here is scarcely needed.f 
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t With reference to the remark made on page 33 to the effect that minor 
Hindu temples face one or other of all the four cardinal points of the compass, 
it is necessary to dote here, with a view to prevent misapprehension, that the 
Chandimavdapas, or chapels in private dwellings in Bengal, face either the South, 
or the West, never the East, nor the North, and the priest, when engaged in wor¬ 
ship, invariably sits with his face towards the East, facing the image of the 
god, when the chapel is turned towards the West, and having the image on his 


left side when its direction is towards the South. This is, however, not in ac¬ 
cordance with the rules of the S/astra. According to the KdliJcA Purctm “ the 
side sacred to Kuvera (North) is the most gratifying to Sdva ; therefore, seated 
with the face directed to that side, should Chandilca he always worshipped.” 
Digvibhdgctu JcauveridiJc sivdpriti ddyini , tathd tanmuMa a sin a pujaycchchan- 
dikdm mdd. At Puri and Bhuvanes Vara, with temples facing the East, the 
priests, I observed, were seated with their faces towards the South. This too 
is not consistent with the ordinances of the S Astra, for the Rudra-ydmala Tan- 
tra prohibits the East for S 'ambhu, and the West and the North for S 'akti. 
JS T a prdch'magratah s'ambhor nodichim s 'aktimasthitam, na pratichim yaiali 
prishfhamatodaksham eamds'rayet . How the priest sits when a temple faces 
the North, I have never noticed. When people sit to repeat their §andhya 
prayers, they turn towards the East, if the worshippers be Vaishnavas, and 
towards the North if they be SAktas. The followers ofS 'iva and Ganes'a prefer 
the North. This likewise is arbitrary, and unsupported by the S Astra. The 
general rule, according to Vishnu, is that the worshipper may sit with his face 
towards the North or the East at his option. JP rawnukho udanwukho vd 
upavishfo dhydni devatdh pujayet. V6chaspati MisVa quotes an authority 
which improves upon this, and recommends the East for morning prayer, the 
West for evening prayer, and the North for prayer at night. Prdkpas ‘chimoda- 
gdsydt tu sdyam-prdtar-nis'&su cha. 







. ohapter/iil 

*' AEcnTTECTimAL Details and Sctjlptuee.—T rammels of* orders and ; styles. Unity of Indian art. Situation, the first element of beauty in architecture, 
how regarded by ancient Indians ;—neglected, tn'the present day. Tanks. Magnitude, the second element of beauty ; how adventitiously increased. Solidity 
and massiveness. Basement. Crests for mouldings. Battlements. Mouldings for plinths. Walls and pilasters. Pillars. Cornices. Various kinds oTMouldings. 
Bands and fascias. Weather-moulding. Coats of Arms. Eccentric ornaments. Brackets. Bosses. Finials. Lotus. Quality of floral designs. i)o. of figure^ 
of animals. Do. of the human form. Schools of Daedalus, of iEginitus, of Egypt, of Assyria and of Orissa. Merits and defects of Orissan human figures.' 
v Features. Relative proportions of the different members of the human figure. Relief.''Groups. Drapery. Obscenity of Orissan sculptures j its cause.' Sculptures 
carved in situ. Torentic art. 
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[ N architecture, as in all other operative arts, the end is to build well,” says Sir Henry Wotton ; Jbufc this is a 

1 . ■ ' \ A 

maxim which cannot be adopted in the present day without a multiplicity of qualifications. It implies , a freedom 
from restrictions of orders and styles which even Gothic architects with their “ disregard of precddent and 
untrammelled wildness of imagination,”* could not command. To the Uriyds it was a license-not to be thought 
of. The ordinances of the S'ilpa S'dstra, which claimed a sanctity next to the Veda itself, hemmed them on 
every side, and left little room for the play of the imagination in the design of their temples, f The ground 
v plans, the forms, the proportions, had all to be regulated by rigid rules and inviolable canons, and they had 
( v scrupulously to abide by them while yearning to produce something that would bo at once grand, imposing, and 
lasting for ages. Ornamentation was the only branch of the art which was left entirely to their fancy, and they 
gave free vent to their constructive faculty and taste to the development of an endless . variety of decorative designs. 
Hence it is that in the midst of one unbroken monotony of form in India, the observer is charmed by a profusion and richnesSv 
of ornaments which has nowhere been surpassed. Indeed, ornamentation has always been, so to say, a passion with the 
Hindus. To quote the language of Mr. Fergusson : “ Like all people untrammelled by rules and gifted with a feeling for the 
beautiful, they adorn whatever they require, and convert every object, however utilitarian in its purposes, into an object of 
beauty, knowing well that it is not temples and palaces alone that are capable of such display, but that every thing which 
man makes, may become beautiful, provided the hand of taste be guided by sound judgment that never forgets what 
the object is, and never conceals the constructive exigencies of the building itself. It is simply this inherent taste 
and love of beauty, which the Indians seem always to have possessed, directed by unaffected honesty of purpose, 
which enables those who are now without independence, or knowledge, or power, to erect, even at the 'present day, 
buildings that will bear comparison with the best of those erected in Europe during the middle ages.”J' It is to be 
remarked, however, that even in this passion for ornament, and the diversity andprofusion to which it has led* 
there is a marked unity of design. Whether in the North, or the South, in the peninsula of Guzerat, in the West, or the sea-shore 
of Orissa, in the East, the same general principles of decoration prevail every where. It is not to be expected thaLiu their , 
quality and execution they should always be a^ike, but their general character is the same in all places. The corbels, the 
medallions, the panels, the mouldings, and the scrolls in the temples of northern India and Orissa, are all closely ’ similar to 
those in the Tamulian structures of the South. The same forms, the same figures, the same proportions, however variously 
combined and elaborated, turn up wherever the observer directs his eyes, and they display a community of thought and inspiration 
on the part of the builders which could not have resulted unless the Tamulians and the Aryans had drawn from one common 
source. Hence it is that the S'ilpa S'astras as current in the North and the South are alike, and the canons of the Mdnasdra 
are reproduced unchanged in the works of Tamulian authors. 

The first element of beauty in a building is due to its situation. It would be a truism to say that a plain structure situated 

in a romantic spot appears far more picturesque than a really beautiful edifice buried in the 
midst of a towering mass of masonry surrounding it on every side. None who has seen the 


Situation. 


* Fergusson, History of Architecture. 

f The ancient Egyptians, who resembled the early Hindus so closely in 
their manners, customs and habits of life, were equally restricted in their archi¬ 
tecture. “ Plato and Synesius both mention the stem regulations which for¬ 
bade their artists to introduce innovations in religious sutyects; and the more 


effectually to prevent this, the profession of artist was not- allowed to bo 
exercised by common or illiterate persons, lest they should attempt, anything 
contrary to the laws established regarding the figures of the deities}” Wilkin¬ 
son’s Ancient Egyptians, III. 87. 

J Handbook of Architecture, I. p. 123. 
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elaborately-sculptured, gold-covered fane of Vis'Ves'vara at Benares, overshadowed on every side by lofty dwellings, and the 
simple unadorned temple on the Jangirah rock near BMgalpur, rising like a beacon tower in the midst of a wide expanse of water, 
can for a moment deny the influence of place, in the development of beauty in buildings. The ancient Hindus paid particular 
attention to this subject, and generally selected the most prominent spots accessible, ordinarily beyond the boundary of a town, 
or village, for the erection of their temples, and there is scarcely a romantic spot in India, in forests or on hill-tops, on islands 
or rivers, which has not been consecrated to some presiding divinity or other. Where a commanding situation was not available, or 
from other causes, an urban site was deemed necessary, they cleared out the place selected so as to have sufficient space round the 
proposed temple, and to keep it perfectly unencumbered and detached. The same rule was also laid down, though probably not 
always observed, in regard to private dwellings. With a clear eye to effect it was also ordained that temples and houses should not 
be placed on any one corner or side of the area selected,*or on its exact centre, but so located as to leave more space in front 
than behind. The space on the sides should be equal. According to the Vrikad-raja-?ndrtanda, the building should not cover 
more than one-ninth of the total space ;* but other authorities are less imperative. The Uayas'lrsha Panchardtra condemns 
the sinner who ventures to build in close proximity to an existing temple. In Orissa these rules were formerly strictly 
observed, and the temples were so built as to leave lots of open space all round, more in front than on the sides. The desire, how¬ 
ever, of dedicating temples on spots hallowed by the sanctity of ages, and the cupidity of the officiating priests, have, in later 
days, completely set those rules at nought, and the court-yards of temples are now so crowded with numberless structures of 
various kinds and qualities, that it is often difficult to get a clear and complete view of the principal edifices from any one side, 
and their aesthetic effect is completely destroyed. At Bhuvanesvara some of the finest carvings and sculptures are completely 
covered by dead walls and thatched huts. 

The Rujamdrtanda recommends a tank to the East or the North of the building, but I do not remember to have noticed any 

such within the temple enclosure in Orissa. Without, they are not only common, but seem 
to have been originally held as an absolute necessity. Every large temple has its appropriate 
tank, on whose water is largely reflected the sanctity of the presiding divinity. They are evidently due as much to the 
necessity of excavating materials for the temples, as to a desire to secure an ornamental, and at the same time a most useful, 
appurtenance to the sanctuary. Adverting to the attention paid to tanks by the people of this country, Mr. Fergusson 
observes : “Indeed, there is scarcely a tank or stream in all India that is without its flight of steps, and it is seldom indeed 
that these are left wi thout some adornment, or some attempt at architectural display, the proximity of water being always 
grateful in so hot a climate, and an especial place of favourite resort with a people so fond of washing and so cleanly in their 
habits as the Hindus.”! 

But to turn from the adventitious to the innate: " the first and most obvious element of architectural grandeur,” 

says Fergusson, “ is size,—a large edifice being always more imposing than a small 
Height. one ; and when the art displayed in two buildings is equal, their effect is almost in 

the direct ratio of their dimensions.”! This size or magnitude affects human feelings according to the direction from which it 
is seen. “ Magnitude in height is expressive to us of elevation, and magnanimity; in depth of danger or terror, and, from 
our constant experience, of images of terror; in length, of vastness; and in breadth, of stability J and when apparently 
unbounded, of infinity.”§ Orissan architects, were fully aware of the importance of these principles, and tried to utilise them 
in the erection of their sacred edifices; but, owing to the peculiarity of the style they adopted, they never acquired the same 
success, which their neighbours, the Tamulians, achieved. A single square chamber, for obvious engineering reasons, can 
never be of any extraordinary magnitude, either in height, or in its length and breadth; the utmost limit is soon attained, 
and as the height must be proportioned to the base, the edifice must, to a certain extent, be wanting in such majesty and 
grandeur as are attainable by large dimensions. To remedy this evil, secondary buildings were attached to the principal 
temple, so as to cover a large area, and overcome the eye by a great expanse; but as they were never blended into one, they 
failed to fulfil their object. They look detached and separate, and, instead of heightening the effect of the principal struc¬ 
ture,' mar it by their incongruity. _ 


Tank. 


* 12 $ w i 

•nii 5 spwrt* 11 

vsr m ^ W? 1 

fwtf ep * 1 

^ f^ vT? 11 

frre-yr yf ll Vnhadr&jamartanda of Blioja 
Deva. As. Socy.’s MS. No. 74, fol. 50. “ The intelligent, holding a string divided 


into nine parts, and laying the foundation carefully, should build his house on one 
of the nine parts. But it should not be in a corner, nor on one side, nor in the 
middle. On an auspicious day, during a good conjunction of the stars, the wise 
lays the foundation of a house. ” 

f Handbook of Architecture, I. p. 126. 

X History of Architecture, I. p. 11. 

§ Alison’s Essays on Taste, p. 171. 
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AUOthCr and a m ° re eff6CtUaI rem0d - V Was “ t0 increase the apparent dimensions of a building by a scientific dispo- 
Vertical style. Sltl0n of the l ,arts > and a skiIful arrangement of ornament, thereby making it look very 

tl ■ , . ■ mUCh larg6r than rea11 ^ was '”* As temples had to depend upon their height for 

~~ 6 , Ct ’ bUdder3 n0t ° nIy Carefully aV0ided cornices aad continuous commanding horizontal 

mouldt^s but so arranged the projects .as not only to remove the baldness of dead walls by an agreeable play of li.ht 

del and e ’t 1 T, ^ ^ ° f ™ fcicaI ’ or lines and forms. The plinths were broken by 

nowl . t T 7 mM P ] r ° JeCh0nS 5 th6 P16rS and PikSterS WOr ° madG narr ° W and tal1 5 *0 architraves were so designed as 

and othl d° - ei aC r Ue l ° r unbroken > hue; the facades were attenuated by repeated canting of the corners of projections, 
35 the niches were narrowed and elongated; the mouldings were made to tend upwards ; and the sculptured 
ornamen s were to such an extent forced to the vertical position that even figures of lions and elephants had to stand ^n 
unnatural erect posture like men. In short, the composition is throughout vertical, or, so to say, of the perpendicular mediaeval 
o no ordinance, as opposed to the horizontal composition of the Greeks and the Romans. Tire artistic effect of this arrange¬ 
ment is most advantageous; the eye of the observer is always directed upwards, and temples of even moderate size look lofty 
towering, and highly imposing. 

lmpiession is farther greatly heightened by the solidity and extreme massiveness of the temples. Accord- 
Solidity. lng t0 the verse Tooted above from the Agni Purina , (ante, p. 27,) the walls of buildings 

. ., should occupy four-tenths of the area, leaving six-tenths for the space of the room. This rule 

of Orissa ,t» gte.tly ««**. Indeed, the solidity of Oris... pita i»p,ta, oithcr . , al w „, of c „ lstl . J ir0 

ingenuity, or un unnecessary and moat larish —to of materials. But the end directed the operation of their builder, and 
t lat end was, next to what Professor Lilbk. detwribes architecture to be, •< the tcthetic mauifeetution of the law of -rarity " 
the greatest stabdity for that peculiar form of building which Uriyd art could attain-a stability which should no, oniy 
nse .bore die atmospheric inHuenc. of the Indian climate, and defy it, tremendous elemental commotions, but riyal eyen the 

M wan' h °" rtn “ l ™ 10 ■»"> »™ly ,0 impress that idea on the imagination 

of the beholder. • With such an end.» yiew i, is not remarkable that construe,™ elegance and economy of materials, should 

a, been looked upon.as question, of secondary impo,dance. Thatat iWas not the-result of want of ingenuity is eyident 
from the comparative lightness of,he Dancing halls, Gateway, and ether,true,are, of,he,imc. The following «d« shows the 
relative pinporhons.of the-cllambers mid the walls of some-ef the principal temple, of Od«. The measurements are I-h 
and must be taken as only approximate :_ * 


Name. 

■N ' 


Outer 

measurement. 

Inner 

. measurement. 

Total area. 

AretUof'room. 

Ratio of solid; 
to the 

total area; in 
decimals. 

s Ratio of roon 
to the 

total area; in 
decimals. 

1 

Nearest vul¬ 
gar fraction. 

Bhagavati. 

QQ w OO 

13 X 13 

1,444 





Great Tower, . 

do X OO 

169 

*882 

117 

A 

. . ... 

Rames'vara. 

66 „ 60 

42 „ 42 

3,960 

1,764 

'• 654 

•445 

4 ' 

Paras'urames / vara,. 

34 „ 34 

on on 

16 „ 16 

1,156 

256 

•778- 

•221 

i 

YamesVara,. 


11 » 9 

400 

99 

*752 

^ *247 

. i 

Kapiles^ara, . 


\ . 

^.3- » 22 

* y' 

12 12 

484 

' 14^ 

. -702’ v 

•297 - 1 

V 'v 

i 

Rajarani... 

i,'> 16 

QO % A f* 

9 „ 9 

320 

81 . 

*746 

*253 


Muktes'vara, . 

n dJ „ V25 

\ ' N ' 

1 A, . • 1 A '. 

12 • „ 12 

800 

144 

, • ’820 

T80 


Puri, . 

44 14 

/TO hrn 

' $ ’ 6 • 

' >\\> s ' 

Y 196 

36 

•816 1 ' ■ 

- 183 

• i 

S&rideiil, . . 

to „ 73 

29 ‘ ,', 29 ; 

5,329 

■ .841 

•842 

' T58 


Somes ^ara, . 

24 „ 22 

12 „ 12 

\ 528 V 

529 

' 

144 * 

• t -727 , 

:272 

i 

Ananta-vasudeva . 

23 „ 23 

11 „ 11 

121 

:772 ’ 

-228' • 

A ' 

T.~ _ _ 1 

26 „ 26 

16 „ 14 1 

696 v 

224 

• ;67& 

*322- 



In Rdm Raz’s work on the architecture of the Hindus, forty different desig, 


Basement. 


,, , ■ - gns arc given, from thVsimpiest to'the most 

borate and ornate, for pedestals and bases of pillars. In Orissa .'most 'of thdse have' ieen 

_ mP 076 * edhe - miact >. or variously combined, in the ornamentation , Q fthe, stereobate. 


11 


Fergusson sjEIietory of Architecture, I. 11, 
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They all begin with a thick rectangular projecting base-moulding called updna , corresponding exactly with the plinth of the 
European orders. Over it occurs either a thin receding tile of the same description, or a quirked cyma-recta in a revei sod 
position, covered by a thin tile. The plinth and the tiles are invariably left plain, without any carving on their face, but the 
upper edges of the tiles are frequently broken by small projections, shaped like lancet-heads, and placed at long intervals. (See 

woodcut No. 20.) At Benares these are called rdmarelchas , and are most extensively em¬ 
ployed in the ornamentation of all flat, horizontal mouldings. In Orissa they are used in 
conjunction with both flat and rounded members, and project either upwards, or downwards, 
or both upwards and downwards at the same time, serving the purpose of crests in the for- 
r, and of cusps in the latter, position. In upper mouldings they are richly carved. In 




A_A. 


v 7 V V 


D 


No. 20. 


mer, 


• plain work they spring from the moulding and form an unbroken part of it, as shown on the upper side of the woodcut; but when 
decorated with carving, they are entirely independent. Some plain ones are also so represented as to appear separate from the 
band on which they are placed. (See the lower part of the woodcut.) On the ledges of sloping roofs and cornices they serve 
the purpose of finials. Everywhere they constitute the most marked and characteristic feature of the ordinance, and there 
is not a single ancient temple in Orissa where they are wanting. When ornamented, they have generally a scroll or beaded 
border, with men, animals, or flowers, in the middle. Sometimes they are so shaped as to look like what in Gothic architecture 
are called crockets. Ordinarily in general appearance they are very like miniature Saracenic battlements, and if enlarged 
and brought into close proximity, they would no doubt serve the purpose of those ornaments. This arrangement is actually 
seen on the outer wall of the Puri enclosure, and there the lancet-heads are sufficiently enlarged to toim regular battle¬ 
ments. The wall, however, cannot bo taken to be of the same date as the temple, as the priests have a tradition 
that the Marhattas rebuilt that part of the wall which has large battlements, and the other portion may, likewise, be 
the result of a previous attempt at improvement. Among the ruins at Kondrak I noticed several large battlements, each 
formed of a single stone, measuring 2' 2" by V 8" and having a flat band round the edges in front; but they were not in situ, 
and I could not satisfy myself as to the position they had formerly occupied. It is well known that the Marhattas trans¬ 
ferred large quantities of building materials from Kon&rak, in the middle of the last century, for the erection of the refectory 
or Bhogamandapa at Puri, and it is possible that the battlements were carried at that time for use at Puri. They are exactly 
of the same pattern as those on the eastern wall of the Puri enclosure. The doubt regarding the origin of the Puri battle¬ 
ments is, however, immaterial to the question at issue, vie. as to whether the Hindus ever built battlements on the top of 
their walls and cornices, for the triangular and pyramidal battlements to be met with at Udayagiri and Sdnchi (vide ante p. 17, 
woodcuts Nos. 1 and 2) leave no room for doubt on the subject; and the transition of the straight lines of triangular battlements 
of Udayagiri into the curvilinear ones of Puri is so easy, that a Saracenic theory is not at all needed to account for it. 

The moulding, which, for want of a bettor name, has been called a “quirked cyma-recta,” is formed of the sections of 
two circles like the letter S slanting towards the wall thus X , and has its surface carved into a series of lotus petals, whence its 
distinctive name the “ lotus moulding,” padmabandha. Sometimes its surface is cut into the form of a check, or beaded, pattern. 

Over this, the wall rises straight upwards, from two to four or five depths of the plinth, and forms the dado, the leant hd of 
the Sanskrit writers. In some highly decorated temples the surface of this member is divided into panels, and filled with 
carvings ; but generally it is loft bare. At Benares it is reduced to a narrow neck (gala) from a half to one-fourth of the 
thickness of the plinth. But whether reduced or not, it is followed by, first, a projecting flat band and then a cyma in exact 
correspondence with the lower moulding of the dado. The builders of Benares omit the tiles or bands above and below the 
dado, and, counting the dado, the two cymas, which with them becomes almost straight sloping surfaces, and the bands above 
and below them, make a panehthura or a course of five mouldings; and this is repeated two or three times with a few inter¬ 
vening bands to complete the stereobate. This produces a very jagged appearance, with interminable narrow lines, highly 
offensive to all sense of elegance and beauty. The Oris'sans did not approve of it, and when they repeated the fivefold 
course, they brought back the projecting plinth, and carved its face in various designs, or, paring off its edges, converted it into 
a torus either plain, or ornamented. The plan, however, which pleased them most, was to convert the stereobate into a 
number of stylobates, corresponding with the projections of the wall, and to carve them into solid, rounded, lobed figures like 
dumpy pitchers, which are called kumbhas. The base of the Great Tower at Bhuvanes'vara is carved in this way, each 
stylobate having a double set of kumbhas. Over these the fivefold moulding is produced in two or three courses until the 
necessary height of the basement is completed. 

Ram Mz notices for pedestals, an ornament named capota, or the “'parrot head;” but it has not been met with in Orissa, 
its place being generally occupied by the lancet-headed crests noticed above. 
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The surfaces of the piers are, as already stated, broken into a number of pilasters, or engaged pillars, having intermediate 

panels, or niches, filled with bas-reliefs or statues. The pilasters are of various sizes and 
Walls and pilasters. proportions,—generally most elaborately carved and decorated, and the panels and niches 

have the most sumptuous bands and mouldings carved around them. In small temples these pilasters are generally, but not 
invariably, carried up the whole height of the body; but in large structures they are so arranged as to give to the wall the 
appearance of two or three stories, each having its separate rows of pilasters, niches, panels and blind doors. The artistic 
effect of this arrangement is remarkable. It helps greatly to diversify the appearance of the wall, and prevent all unnatural 
elongation of niches, panels and pilasters, and the aesthetic defect of placing niches over niches within one intercolumniation, 
or having too much bare space over them. These members are merely architectural or ornamental; they do not, to any 
material extent, enter into the constructive economy of the temples, nor contribute much to their stability; it is not 
remarkable therefore that their size, make, and strength bear no relation to the size of the building to which they are 
attached. The builders were no doubt guided by some principles or rules in the distribution of these ornaments, but in tho 
midst of unlimited profusion and variety, it is now difficult, if not impossible, to make them out. The pillars and pilasters 
range from the most heavy and bulky to the most slender and delicate possible; the intercolumnar spaces vary from one to 
many diameters of the pillars, and the niches are of various sizes and patterns, though always rectangular. To describe them 
all in detail would be tedious and ineffectual. I must refer the reader, therefore, to the accompanying plates for an 
idea of the different styles in which pilasters and pillars are decorated, and the manner itr which the walls are generally 
diversified. Illustration, No. 2, gives an elevation of the west face of the KapilesVarf Temple, and Illustration No. 3, 
of the southern facade of the Jagamohan of Muktes'vara, two of the most beautiful of the minor temples of Bhu vanes'vara. 
Illustration No. 4 A, represents an attached pillar, or antis, on the exterior of the Muktesvara Jagamohan. It has a round lobed 
pitcher-shaped base, and capital, with a slender shaft, divided into three segments, of which the lower two are four-sided, bearing 
on the front of the lowermost section a danseuse, and on the next, two lions mounted on elephants : the third is rounded, 
and has a female figure in front, whose nether half is formed of a serpent which coils round the shaft above the head of the 
figure. The head is protected by the spread hood of a five-headed cobra. A modification of this style of pilaster occurs in 
Illustration No. 7 A, from the temple of Bhagavatl. In it the most prominent figure is a lion standing erect over a mounted 
elephant, and the capital has two nude females for ornament. The semi-ophide figure on the first pillar is called NdgaJcanyd, 
or “ ophidian nymph.” Sometimes two such figures are twined round each other on each shaft, and representations of the 
kind are very common in different parts of India. They are no doubt the congeners of tho semi-piscine Triton of Greece, or the 
mermaids of Europe, Assyria and Persia, and intended to represent emblematically the descendants of the Ndga^race ; but it is 
remarkable that their counterparts are not unknown in other parts of the world. In a Chinese book entitled “ The Great Cloud 
Wheel Iiain asking Sutra,” and noticed by Mr. Fergusson, there are four representations of a serpent god,* each of which has 
u a human head and body, ending in a serpentine form from the waist downwards, but with the much more characteristic accom¬ 
paniment of a degenerate serpent hood. In tho first figure in this Chinese work, the Naga has three serpents rising behind 
its head; in the second, five; in the third, seven; and in the last, nine serpents. The lower extremities of the first and 
second are spotted like serpents, and the fourth” (the one copied in Mr. Fergusson’s work)—“has scales more like 
those of a fish.”t Commenting upon these Mr. Fergusson observes: “In India between the third century B. C. and the 
thirteenth A. D. we find serpent hoods ranging from three to seven heads, but never the human body terminating in a serpent 
downward, till after the last quoted dateThis conclusion, however, appears open to objection, as there are some pillars in 
the Great Tower of Bhuvanes'vara, which dates from the middle of the 7th century, on which the characteristic semi-ophide female 
figures are most elaborately sculptured. It is impossible to make out from flat drawings whether the serpents shown in the Chinese 
drawings are intended to represent separate animals, or numerous heads for the tail from wliich the human figure comes out. 
In India polycephalous cobras are always intended, and not so many separate animals as there are heads. The taste displayed 
in this monstrous representation cannot but bo severely condemned, but the tact and talent with which it is executed in Orissa are 
worthy of praise. It may be added also that bad as the conception is, it is not worse than that of the Pans, and the Tritons, and 
the Centaurs of the Greek artists, or that of the Apollo and Daphne of Bernini of the 17th century, in which floating tresses and 
the ends of the fingers and toes of a lovely maiden are “ all sprouting forth in elaborately executed laurel branches and leaves. ”§ 
Of pilasters, Illustrations Nos. 4 B. 5, 6 and 7 B, offer very rich and typical examples. The first is from the 
exterior of the Jagmohan of the Great Tower. It is of a square make with a flat band-like projection in front along the middle. 


* Tree and Serpent Worship, p. 52. 
t Tree and Serpent Worship, p. 53. 


X Loc. cit. 

§ Westmacott’s Handbook of Sculpture, p. 312. 
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^ Its surfaces are decorated with scroll work enclosing small figures of animals. The secqnd is attached to the northern side of the 
Tower itself. It has a female figure on a panel on the front of the capital, resting on one knee,'and supporting the abacus on her 
uplifted hands. It is the most florid specimen of the flat pilaster that has been met ;with at BhuvanesVara. No. 6 is a 
variety of the last. It has been taken from the north-east corner of. the Muktesyara Jagmohan. In\it the female supporter of 
the abacus is replaced by, a stout muscular dwarf who groans under the weight resting on his head and hands. Its'base has 
the typical pitcher; and the shaft,, flat projections, malang it thereby many-sided. No.‘7 B. is in many respects similar to No. 4.B». 
It occurs on the temple of,Bhagavatf in the BhuyanesVara enclosure. 

Looking ai^the beauty an^ elegance of these pillars and pilasters, it is difficult to account for the almost total absence among 
p . lkra the Uriyds ofa columnar ordinance, which seems neve^ to have struck them. Once Only they at- 

. \ - .' tempted it, yrhea erecting the refectory .of the Great Tower of BhuyanesVara ; but they failed. 

\ The pillars they -.raised; proved too light and weak for the superstructure, and they had to fill up the x intercolumnar spaces 
with solid Onjasonry to secure additional strength. At Puri the Muktimandapa is an open pillared chaultry, but it is probably 
of a mujefr later date than - tbjja, temple near which it is placed ; and, as it is, it is a most unsuccessful attempt at building* a chaultry. 

^ Its pillars, though monpliths of black chlorite, are of an inordinately heavy appearance, having the most clumsy*, and ungainly 
v' bases and capitals (Illustration No. 10 B). Thueybea^no relation to the ornamental attached pillars noticed above. The pillars used 
'internally in porches and dancing halls, are invariably, of a thick massive square make, all but totally, devoid of ornament; 

, the only decorations used being a few plain mouldings. They rise from a naked plinth, and terminate in a similar square tile 
or abacus, serving the purpose of a capital. The shaft measuresfrom 3f to'Yf*lengths of the thickness. Considering that 
the attached pillars and pilasters are generally exceedingly beautiful and ornate, it is certainly remarkable that these detached 
integral pillars should be so bald and unattractive; but bearing in mind the heavy roofs they had .to-bear, the builders had to 
> forego ornament for the sake pf strength. The following are the relative proportions of some of the principal pillars that have 
come under observation: —* \ • . ■' v \ 



Shape. 

Total height.^ 

Total base. . 

Total shaft. 

Total capital. 
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diameter to shaft. 

Muktimandapa, outer range,. 
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Ditto, inner range,. 


9—5 

,'i—H V 

6—4t ' 

2—1 

1—6 

4—0 

Nafcmandir, Bhuvanes'vara, . 
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Ditto, Puri, outer r&nge, . 
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Jagmohan Bhuvanes'vara, Exterior,. 
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Ditto, Tower,\difto, . 
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Bhagavati Pilaster, N \. 
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v Mjj]$tes'vara Crate,. 
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Ditto, Pilasters\>f Jagmohan, . 
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Ditto ditto,.. 
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Monolith, Puri, .. 
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In the ornamentation of the detached internal pillars, as already stated, the simplest mouldings were all that were 
resorted to, and no carving was ever thought of. But in the case of outer pillars, or pilasters, the architects followed a very 
different principle. Avowedly introduced as ornaments, the pilasters could be effectual only when they were carved and * 
ornamented, and hence great pains were taken to make them as sumptuous as possible. Their length was broken by repeated' 
bands, contractions and mouldings, and their surfaces were covered with a lavish profusion of carving of various kinds, 
including floral bands, lions, elephants and human figures in various atitudes. The lions were invariably placed in an 
unnatural erect posture to make room for them on the surface of a narrow pillar, and the elephants crouching under 
them, were so reduced in size as to bear no relation to the lions. Human figures are usually 'introduced as mere ornaments, 
but riot as an integral part of the pilasters. They are mostly females, standing in conventional graceful attitudes, adorned most 
sumptuously with jewelry, but very insufficiently clad. Sometimes thick stout dwarfs are put oh the capitals, and made to re¬ 
present as supports of architraves; they serve also as supports of abacuses, ledges of domes, edges of roofs, and other projections; 
but they are so placed as to appear distinct', and to some extent detached from the actual prop of the member. Nowhere in 
.'Orissa has the gross enormity of converting an entire pillar into the shape of a human being, like the caryatedes x and telamones of 
Greece and Egypt, been attempted,* and in this respect the .Uriyds have displayed a better appreciation of the true 
principles of taste in architecture,'than their more advanced brethren in other parts of the world. 

Illustrations Nos. 8, 9, 10 A, andMO B, are topical representations of detached pillars.] The first forms the side post 
of an elegant archway in front of the .MuktesVara Jagamohan. On the side of it is represented a portion of the low parapet 

% — : — --— -*---v- : -;— ---r’'"' : «;-——- - —— ___ _ ___ _ ■» 

* In the Tainulicin structures of .^southern India su&h caryatedes and telemones are coinrnon. 
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wall which rups round three sides of the sacred fane. Its panels are very elegantly carved, and it is surmounted by battle¬ 
ments which are closely similar to Saracenic ornaments of the kind. The second is from the Dancing Hall of the Great Tower 
of BhuvanesVara. It has a plain square shaft with a peculiar capital formed of a succession of square blocks, the lower edge 
of the topmost one being cut aslant from below upwards and outwards. The third occurs in the Dancing Hall of the Puri Tem¬ 
ple. It differs from the last principally in the capital being formed of a single plain block. The last is sui generis. Its shaft 
is formed of a single block of chlorite, plain and rounded, with a capital peculiar to it. It occurs in a detached open clxaultry in 
the south sid,e of the Puri Temple, called Muktimandapa; but the chaultry is not synchronous with the temple itself. 
Looking, however, to the large number of costly pillars employed in its construction, it is to be supposed that the structure is of an 
early date. It is used as a lecture hall, where learned pandits assemble to expound the S'&stras for the edification of the faithful.* 

The most favourite ornament for the base is the humbha , or pitcher, and that for the neck is a series of garlands of flowers 
or pearls, hung from the mouths of lions, and festooned in graceful curves. The ornaments are so variously combined and so 
fancifully introduced, that it is impossible to make out from the specimens that have come under notice, tho principle, if there 
were any, upon which they were introduced; 

In works on architecture, mention is made of monumental columns having an unbroken cylindrical shaft from plinth to 
capital, and the As'oka Lats afford tho most remarkable instances of structures of that kind; but in Orissa, they have nowhere 
been met with. The nearest approach to them is offered by the monumental pillars at Puri and Jdjapur, and they are poly¬ 
gons of sixteen sides. The column in front of the Bhogamandapa at BhuvanesVara has a rounded shaft; but it is quite modern, 
probably not a hundred years old. 

The temples of Orissa have nothing like a projecting cornice, designed to throw off the rain water from the walls, 

and the transition from the body to the steeple takes place either imperceptibly, or is marked 
by one or more flat bands,-—rarely, and only in later structures, by a narrow neck. In highly 
ornamented temples, the capitals of the pilasters, terminating in a series of rings, mark the commencement of the steeple. 
The case is different with porches, dancing halls, refectories, and gateways : they have a deep cornice formed of oblong slabs 
projecting from 1| to 3 or 4 feet. These stones are invariably placed horizontally, flat on the walls, and so built over as to 
keep them in their position without tho aid of consoles, brackets, dentels, or other support of any kind. Indeed, in the whole 
range of Orissan porches there is not a single instance where any attempt has been made to strengthen the cornice by the gradual 
projection of the walls, or by a series of horizontal mouldings, or by the insertion of blocks at short intervals. In this respect 
the Orissan cornice of the BhuvanesVara era bears no relation to the Assyrian, Egyptian or Grecian cornices, which 
all rest on projections of some kind or other. At Benares this cornice of a single-stone projection is common, 
but there the stones are generally placed in a sloping position; but as the roof slopes inward into the form of a 
pyramid from the inner edge of the cornice, the structure appears weak and ungainly. Such is, however, not the case 
with the cornices of BhuvanesVara. There, aloft at a great height, they do not from below seem weak or ill-adapted. 
Nevertheless some of the cornice-stones of the porch of the Great Tower at BhuvanesVara, which project over 4 
feet, and most of those of the Puri porch, though of considerable thickness, were apparently unequal to bear the weight 
placed over them, or, as the Pandas maintain, were knocked down by lightning, and when they had to be replaced, about two 
centuries ago, the builders found it impossible to keep the new slabs in their places without the aid of iron stays. These latter 
have since been covered over with plaster, and moulded into the form of caryatides, ugly and obscene, not at all in keeping 
with the general character of the ordonnance. Projections under three feet have nowhere yielded to the superstructure. 

In ornamented porches, the edges of the cornice-stones are most elaborately sculptured, the design being either floral scrolls, 
or processions of men, horses, elephants, or geese. 'Occasionally they are divided into square panels, and filled with single 
figures, or groups of animals and other designs. But whether sculptured or left plain, they invariably have on their upper edge 
a number of the lancet-headed crests described above; and these form their most peculiar characteristics. The amount of 
sculptured work displayed on the edges of these cornices is sometimes immense. Mr. Fergusson, adverting to the cornice of the 
porch of the Black Pagoda at Kon&rak, observes : “ All the faces of these twelve cornices are covered by bassi-rilievi of proces¬ 
sions, hunting scenes, and representations of all the occupations and amusements of life. The immense variety of illustrations 
of Hindu manners contained in it may be imagined when we think that, with a height of from one foot to eighteen inches, this 
frieze extends to nearly three thousand feet in length, and contains, probably, at least twice that number of figures. 


* For specimens of various other kinds of pillars see Ram Eaz’s History 
of Architecture, Fergusson’s History of Architecture, and Illustrations of Indian 
Architecture, Prinsep’s Illustrations of Benares, Tod’s Rajasthan, and Cun¬ 
ningham’s Essay on the Arian Order of Architecture (Journal of the Asiatic 
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Society of Bengal, Yol. XX). The pillars of tho Khandagiri rock-cut caves 
will be noticed further on. 

f Ancient Architecture of Hindustan, 28. 






. . . . 




, \ ' . . s 

. \ ' s\ 


46 



. v AVegular frieze under, the, coihike is allbut unknown in Orissa; the only exceptions being the friezes of the BrahmesVara 

O v \' x \ v , \ , '• * * ’ \ 

and MuJctesVara tcnipl^; but .the. architrave Aver the pillars which flank the principal doorway is generally richly carved,— 
ordinarily -with the" figures' of the nine planets.,—^occasionally with other, designs ; and the space above the architrave is not 
unfrequently made .the; repository of .elaborate jbas-reliefs. v V - 

The principal mouldings flteCcb in Orissan temples are the fillet and the astragal, - the former passing, by widening, into 
v ' ' n V >,^ro^i flat hands'of which Further mention will follow.. The regular of classical architecture 1 

Mouldings. ' » N \ ' v \ y • „ s « 

^ n v • J>hQ <ecfy antith^reversa) is.also pommon. It has an easy, gentle, delicate curvature, very 

* different from its Rommfc^nyofd^ linked together. By diversiiied combinations with the preceding, and with tiles, 

narrow necks, and tlie'ovblo^ it p'rpducps many exquisite forms. The chain , th enefyule and the nail-head mouldings of the Norman 

style have'•nowhere been met with, and,••the. rose ;and the dog's-tbolji ornaments are invariably.replaced by lotuses; open or in 

bud. The 'hgtehed and 'the crenulated mouldings may be seen in several places within thp enclosure of the Great Tower, > ' 

, V\ V v . ‘ . * * . V ' # V 

as also the lozenge and the indented form's, or what may be taken as such 'but neither, the star nor the scallop. Reference 

.has' already been made to the guillochi or interlacing circular moulding; (antep. 17); htttit'i g by no means of vej*y frequent 

occurrence. The most common is the pellet or beaded [ moulding; it occurs almost everywhere, and', by differences In size and 

arrangement, assumes very diversified forms. > , . ' • , • ... . ? 

The great strength of the architects, however, lies in the most sumptuous. floral scrolls winch 'they have designed, on 

g ^ ^ all their leading bands or fascias. They are as well designed, as skilfully .executed, knd they 

reflect the highest credit, on the artistic taste and v ingenuity of s the designers. In arranging 

them on the temples, the main object of ornament has been very carefully borne in blind, and their disposition appears the 

most appropriate. Instead of forcing architecture to subserve the purpose pf “ a mere frame-work for the setting of delicate 

sculpture/’ the latter has everywhere been made to. retain its subordinate position as ornament designed to set'off the 

former. It certainly is in some places very florid, elaborate, and. over-crowded, but still ' it appears subordinated to an end, ' % 

and not rendered itself the end. The diversities iri'the style, character, proportions and arrangements of these sculptured 

scrolls are so great, that it is scarcely possible to do more here than point .out a few of the leading characters tic varieties. Their' \ ' 

general outline is often alike, unwinding or undulating scroll, inclosing more or less rounded spaces for flowers, leaves \\ 

and animals. The flowers and foliage are of various kinds, and some of them are evidently fanciful, for they cannot'be 

v compared 'to anything' living that I know of. Illustration No. 11, is a characteristic specimen of a carved scroll. It is 

formed of a gigantic pothos branch, enclosed by two rows of pellets, with a row of lotus petals below, and the characteristic 

crest above, shaped like a seated human figure. It occurs frequently in the Muktesvara and the Bhagavatf temples. 

The drawing has been taken from a specimen in the Muktesvara. No. 12 from the last named temple is a variety of it of Common 

occurrence, and No. 13, the most ornate form, is from the Paras'urdnies'vara temple. The vine is still the pothos, but theffoliage 

appears arranged in a very graceful style, and is remarkable for the skill and taste with which it has been developed. As\ 

a specimen of scroll-work it will stand comparison with the finest sample of the kind of mediaeval or ancient times. Illustration's x . V 

* v . ■ ' ‘ v •* 
v Nos. 14 and 16, from the Great Tower, and 18 from the Rdjafdni temple, show the same creepers, but the foliage ns scant,- atid 

the loops formed by the stalk enclose men and animals of various kinds, such as antelopes, deer, hogs, bulls, buffaloesj rabbits and ^ ' 

the like ; cranes, liogs and deer prevailing. In the first two, the pellet occurs on one side only.' No. 20 from the Bhagavatf fkipple'*' . 

exhibits the same vine and foliage, but encloses, within tile rounded folds of the stalk, little pigs and heads of elephants. The \ ' * 

leaves in No. 21 from thdSdrideiil are different; the plant appears to me to be a succulent Cucifrbitacea, but the style is very muck / ' 

' the same. In general character, No.' 22 from tho same place,' corresponds with tfie preceding; but it includes leaves and flowers ' ; 

of several kinds, as also a tiger, an animal of rare occurrence in Orissan sculptures. These' are all employed for both horizontal x *' 

and vertical bands, and used principally round door-ways and niches. No. 15, from the Par asurdmes Vara temple belongs to 

this class,'but the foliago is altogether different, and it is intended only for vertical mouldings. It may well pass for a scroll 

under a Roman frieze. No. 24 from Muktesvara does not show the pothos, nor make a creeper twine into loops, but masses the - 

foliage in a rich, florid style. Its lancet crest bears on its ‘ face an emaciated herniit .knd .his disciple, engaged^ in a game of 

chess Over a folding table. The scroll is of rare occurrence, and is never carried to tiny; great length, occurring only on brackets, 

. capitals of pilasters, and tops offniches, supplying in the last position the place of a dripstone moulding! No. 19, from the Great 

Tower is a variety of this style, and on-its crest is seen a monkey engaged in picking ..out lice'from the\head of a 

neighbour. In No. 23 from the Rajardni temple the scroll is formed of a creeper issuing frpm the toil of a jteacock. The foliage is 

entirely fanciful, but most elaborately and;ridily executed. Round a lattice frame'in the Muktesvara porch, No. 28, the 

; -foliage of the creeper is reduced to a minimum/and two stalks from opposite sides are made' to form loops wherein gambol' a num- 
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ber of monkeys and crocodiles in great delight. A monkey has got his tail caught in the fork of a branch, and is hanging down 
in pain, while another with an anxious look is coming forward to release him. One is happy, having mounted on the back of a 
crocodile, which is darting forward to escape from the unusual load. This frightens two juveniles, one of which is climbing up a 
branch in great haste, while the other, having got to a safe distance, is grinning at the sight of the fun. In a third group there is 
a domestic scene. Mater-familias is seated at her ease with a young hopeful in her lap, while one kind neighbour is busy picking 
out lice from her head, and another is occupied in the, to her, delightful task of eating them. In a fourth group a crocodile has 
caught a monkey by the tail which wriggles in great pain, while some good-natured companions crowd around, anxious, but un¬ 
able, to help it. Altogether there are about two dozen groups of this kind, some including deer, elephants and other animals, 
and they have’been designed and executed with a degree of skill, vigour, and fanciful spirit that makes them look more like tho 
work of a modern French caricaturist than that of an old Uriyd of the 7th or 8th century. The original has suffered much from 
long exposure, and my sketch of it is an exact fascimile taken with a camera lucida, and must therefore appear rough ; but as it is, 
were one to put it in a portfolio of Gustave Dor£, or in Griset’s “ Grotesques,” it would, I fancy, bo easily mistaken for the handi¬ 
work of one of those humorous artists. No. 25, from Paras mAmesvara, drops the twining vine altogether, and is formed of a 
series of lozenges tied to each other by ribbons, and enclosing curly petaled flowers, apparently a kind of passiflora ; the spaces 
above and below the knots are filled up with curled petals or stamens of the same species of plant. On the lower side it has a 
row of pellets, and below it a string of lotus petals supported on a hatched zigzag moulding. It is neither very rich, nor 
common. It is used only for horizontal fascias. No. 31, from the same place, discards the festoons of creepers 
altogether, and takes a lino of pitchers, bearing unknown or fanciful tendrils, leaves and flowers. Tho lower half of 
the pitcher is ribbed, and a garland of beads or flower-buds encircles its neck. This fascia has a fillet for its lower, and 
a corbel table for the upper, edge. The corbels are formed of three square tiles each, the smallest occupying the lowermost 
place; no parapet or continuous covering is placed over them. A very florid example of the pitcher band occurs in No. 32, from 
the same locality. No. 26, is entirely different from the last. It has a corbel table of carved ornaments, supporting a deep 
continuous projection above. The projection has a cable moulding enclosed in a windingband of ornamented lace. Above the 
last, and enclosed by two rows of fillets, occurs a line of cruciated fourpetalled flowers, evidently the golden jasmine (Jasminum 
fruticam): the top is surmounted by a number of ornamented lancet-heads placed at short intervals. This moulding is of rare 
occurrence, and the only specimen noticed, was seen on the MuktesVara temple. No. 17 from the Rfrjdrdnf temple is even more 
singular. It is formed of a range of either cucurbitaceous, or solenaceous, pyriform ribbed fruits, or perhaps some flower buds 
strung together. No. 27 from ParasurfrmesVara exhibits a combination of billets and pellets in a string-course. It has for its 
crest a peacock with a foliated tail similar to that in No. 23. 

Of bands bearing only animals, a great number of specimens may be seen on the Great Tower and other 
rich temples. Nos. 29, 29A and 30 give examples of fines of elephants, and No. 34, of geese and goslings. The dis¬ 
tinction between the old and young bird is well marked, and indicated with much spirit. Lines of horses, ducks and martial 
processions are likewise common ; but I had no opportunity of taking their drawings. No. 36, from the Great Tower, represents 
a man singing to the accompaniment of a dholak which is being played upon by a woman; but in the attempt to put 
large figures in a narrow band, the artist has been obliged to resort to very distorted positions, and altogether to spoil 
the effect. 

It would be as useless as tedious to describe in detail the manner in which these various ornaments have been combined 
and disposed, particularly as the plates annexed will appeal to the eye and mind much more readily and effectually than any 
description that I can offer. The bands are used both singly, and in combination, often three, four, or five different bands 
being placed side by side, so as to produce the most gorgeous effect. Round the principal doorways this combination of 
mouldings, is carried to an inordinate extent, and in some places a dozen bands may be seen placed side by side, and eked out 
by the intervention of small bas-reliefs of men and animals. A remarkable feature in such cases is formed by two snakes 
twining on each other. The snakes are generally most carefully executed in black chlorite, and the effect is very agreeable. At 
the entrance to the Great Tower, abroad band about a foot wide, is formed of an elegant pothos vine coiled into loops, each of 
which encloses a chubby little boy—a cherub without wings—disporting among the foliage. The design and execution of the 
juvenile figures are remarkably beautiful. They display a quiet grace, an artistic feeling, and a playful fancy which are 
deserving of every admiration; and this is the more noteworthy as Hindu artists are not particularly proficient in 
developing the human figure with a correct eye to nature. The sight of these little cherubs recalled to my mind Sir 
Joshua Reynold’s picture of Cupid sleeping on a cloud in the Library of tho Asiatic Society, as the fittest object of comparison, 
next only to a fat, handsome, healthy, living child of one year of age,—the most lovely object in creation. Unfortunately, how- 
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Weather-moulding. 


Brackets. 


ever, for the taste of the artist of this elegant group, there is an adjoining band formed of square panels filled with in¬ 
formed hitman couples in most disgustingly obscene positions. Counterparts of these two bands may be seen at the Kon&rak 
porch, but the execution of the cherubs there, is not nearly so good. 

The,simplest weather-moulding for doorways, windows, archways, niches &c. is a flat projecting tablet formed of a single 
' slab, occasionally enriched with pellets, beads, ovules or other small ornaments; but in decorated 
work, and particularly .over the back ground of alti-rilievi, it is generally arched,' having the 
inner edge foiled, and is elaborately ornamented all over. The keystone ornament for such an arch is ordinarily a lion’s head, and 
when mot placed on pilfeti^f it springs from corbels, ordjrackets, of various designs. The back-frame of the statue of Bhagavaff in the 
. G/<5at Tower (Illustration No. 45) maybe referred to as a characteristic example of this arch. Over the side doors of temples, the 
lion’s head is generally iejriaced' by the figure of a simple or eccentric circle ornamented with beads and other decorations,, and 
flanked by mpn, women, monkeys, alligators and other supporters. These look the very counterparts of European^coats of arms* 
the scalloped Eyropeanbucklpr Being replaced by the Indian circular or oblong shield. The position of the supporters in the^wb 
cases are exactly alike'. Sometimes the shield- is placed above the lion’s head. A plain, but very neat, specimen of an oblong sliipl^l 
with two female supporters is shown.injQI nitration No. 46. Monkeys and crocodiles as supporters are common, and elephants are. > 
occasionally met with',, hut I do not- remember to have noticed any deer, horses, unicorns, or lions. The ornament fs "highly, 
effective, and the architects have taken great pains to place it on prominenfrand attractive places, particularly near, the springs of 
towers and the pyramidal roofs of porches, as also over door-frames and hood-moulds. The eccentric circular figure referred to 
above, and represented-on lancet-headed crests, ancl a variety of other situations, forms a peculiar and characteristic feature of 
IJriya art. It is formed of twq/ .three, and rarely of four circles of different diameters, the lower peripheries resting on.e'ayh other, 
but the top of the outer one, and noj uncommonly of all the circles, opening like the mouth of a pitcher, or commonly 

drawn out in a line like the stpm of f glass bulb. It is to bo presumed that it has a mystical meaning, and tftdt of^phallic 
character, as it is closely similar hi shape to the yoni which encircles the middle of the lingam. Illustration the 

* / . ■ j* 

Sfrridetil offers a characteristic specimen of the ornament. * V ' 

Brackets are of frequent occurrence in all decorated temples; but never in the inside, as in mediaeval European churches, 
for the support of statues, or tho ends of the arched frameworks of roofs. They are used, as all ornaments 
generally are in Orissa, on the outside, either as springs for drip-stones, or as mere ornaments. 
They are variously shaped, sometimes nearly plain, or ornamented only with mouldings; but usually carved over into foliage 
or animals intertwined with mouldings. Illustration No. 40 from the Rdjaninf temple is an example of a very rich bracket 
of the lotus pattern.. It is very common and particularly characteristic. 

As ornamental stops'or finishing to mouldings, or to cover them whore they intersect each other, or to fill up blanks, 

\ .' bosses or pateras are of constant use. They are usually carved into human figures or heads, 
animals, foliage &c., or foliage combined with heads and animals. The designs are va¬ 
rious*. sometimes grotesque,-" But - generally very pretty. Illustration No. 51 from Sarideiil represents a parrot smooth - 
ing its feafhem. No. 52. sho ws a turkey engaged in the same occupation. No. 50 gives the forepart of a boar, the body 
being covered by the leaf of a' succulent cucurbitacea; No. 49 a rat seated on a flower and gnawing a fruit; .-aiid No. 
57, a curious-and-ingenious piece, of Whimsicality, in which two heads, two pairs of arms, and two pairs of legs tire so arranged 
as to build up four complete human, or quasi-liuman, figures. Each head and each pair of limbs are so placed as to do cfitty for two 
figures. The composition is peculiarly grotesque, but remarkably skilful; Nos. 53 to 56, show other and characteristic speci¬ 
mens. Rabbits and cranes are frequently introduced, but boars, sows and pigs appear to have been the greatest favourites, and 
their frequent presence suggests the idea that, though held highly impure in the present day, those animals wore not objects of 
aversion when the temples wore built. Nor is this a matter of surprise, seeing that Manu ordains the meat ofr the wild boar as a 
choice article of food for both mem and gods, and the Kshatrfyas and the R&jputs in all quasi-independent states, as well as in 
Orissa, take a great delight an hunting the wild hog for food. In Bengal and the large cities of the North-West, where tho 
Muhammadan jfower whs firmly established, and large Moslim populations had settled with the natives of the countiy, the 
animal is most abltfri’>cd,-and the inference follows that the hatred is due to a deference to the feelings of the conquerors, and not 
to any religious compunction of the natives. A neighbourly feeling of the kind has induced many Muhammadans of Bengal not 
only to abstain from beef, but to. look ppon it with a feeling of repugnance.^ The feeling was stronger before than it is now. 

Attention has already jb^en drawn to’tlimRamarekhas. lancet-headed crestor,- and in the plates which illustrate this work, many 
'examples mil be met with of the various forms which they assume under different treatment, and how 
they often serve the purposes of fmials. They are, however, by no means the only type of finials in use 
in Orissan temples. Foliated crests of various lands are frequently introduced, and some of them are remarkably handsome. 


Bosses. 


Finials. 
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hip-knobs in English architecture are occasionally met with, and so are little spires, somewhat like the spires of Gothic churches, 
but of very different designs. Illustration No. 39 exhibits a finial or spire of this description from the temple of Bhagavatf. It is 
a rich specimen of its kind, though somewhat heavy in appearance. It has a characteristic chaplet of as'oka leaves, to a 
Hindu the most appropriate emblem of the faithful wife,* for a pendant, and lotus petals for capitals; the scrolls being 
formed of a eucurbitaceous vine, very much modified by fancy. On its top, within a small circle, there is a peculiar omamont, 
apparently a flower bud, which I can liken to nothing so close as the ball flower of the Gothic architects—a form of floral design 
not uncommon in Orissa. 

The lotus, as may be expected from the circumstance of its being the most gorgeous and handsome flower in India, is 
by far the greatest favourite, and in Orissa, as elsewhere, occurs everywhere and in various forms,—in bud, in a half-open state, 
and in full blown flowers. In some specimens, the attempt to delineate nature is very nearly successful, but a conventional 
form is what is generally adopted, in which single flowers of four, six, or eight petals are made to do duty for dense double 
blossoms. Pedestals of statues and footstools for goddesses are often formed of large multipetaled lotuses, but in such positions they 
are generally not so faithfully executed as in basso-rilievo scrolls, owing evidently to a want of proportion, their size and shape 
being regulated by the exigencies of their situation, and not by the relation they bear to man in nature. On the whole, however, 
these lotuses, as well as all floral designs, are carved with great tact and elegance, and if sufficient allowance be made for the 
coarse material in which they are developed, the attempt of the Orissan artist to represent vegetable forms will bo readily ac¬ 
knowledged to have been much more successful than that of Egyptian and Assyrian sculptors. The superiority of marble over 
sandstone as a material for sculpture is overwhelming, and even very inferior carvings in it appear before the bulk of mankind 
with an amount of grace and beauty, which no other material can command. The most faithful cast in plaster of Paris of the 
Venus de Medici, or of the Apollo Belvedere, cannot for a moment produce the impression that the original does. That peculiar 
translucency of the surface of the finer kinds of marble, which invests all works carved in them with a characteristic charm, and 
completely cheats the eye of the beholder, is not possessed by any other material, and therefore, there is an initial disadvantage 
in comparing works done in sandstone with those made of marble. The superiority of marble, however, is due to nature and 
not to art; and in judging of artistic taste and capability, it would be but fair not to look to the material, but to the design 
and the manner in which sculptures are worked out; and if this canon be admitted, and the works of Uriya, artists be judged by 
their aesthetic design, their freedom and boldness of outline, and general execution, they will not suffer much by comparison with 
those of any other nation of their time or of antiquity. 

“ The Greek treatment of the acanthus and other vegetable forms may be.” as noticed by Professor Liibke, “ a model for 
all ages; and Roman art also has produced leaf work which is thoroughly perfect in style,”f but, duo allowance being made 
for the difference of material, the differences between them and Uriydart as manifested in the delineation of vegetable life, is not 
so overwhelmingly great as is apt to be supposed. Carefully judged many points will offer hi which a comparison may be 
held without discredit to the latter. 

According to the author just quoted “ the representation of vegetable life is excluded from the sphere of sculpture.” “ When¬ 
ever consequently a vegetable creation is introduced into a work of” (Greek or Roman) “ sculpture as an aid to the understand¬ 
ing of local and other relations, sculpture is obliged to give up all detailed delineation, and rather to produce a symbolic intimation 
than an imitation of actual reality.”J The same, however, cannot be predicated of Orissan art. In it vegetable life forms just as 
much a subject of sculpture as any other object in nature, and, as a matter of fact, has been represented much more largely than 
animal, or human, life. This peculiarity may be due to the amount of artistic talent necessary for carving vegetable forms being 
small, or to the fact of such forms sorting best with the genius and taste of the people, but this is certain that the Uriyd artists 
depended very largely on the beauty of their vegetable forms for the success of their works, and introduced them as primary, 
and not accessory, ornaments in their architecture much more extensively than any other nation of antiquity. It is not to 
be denied that vegetable representations in stone must necessarily be to a certain extent wanting in “ detailed delineation,” 
and also to some, but not to the full, extent implied by the words, “ rather symbolic intimations than imitations of actual 
reality.” Circumstances render this unavoidable, and Uriya works form no exception to the rule. There is, nevertheless, 
visible in the latter a considerable amount of success in faithfully representing naturo. It should also be observed that 
“ ornament has,” as justly and very pointedly put by Ruskin, “ two entirely distinct sources of agreeableness : one, that of the 


" * In the Ramayana, Slta is described to have been confined in an As'oka 
grove, and there subjected to great oppression and harshness to force her to the 
wishes of Havana, but in vain ; and Hindu women accordingly associate the 
idea of constancy and chastity with the tree, eating its blossoms and offering 
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it adoration. On the 7th of the waxing moon in Chaitra a special feast is 
observed by them called As'oka Saptami. 
t Liibke’s History of Sculpture, 1 p. 3. 

X Loc. cit. 





BO 


abstract beauty of its forms; */ * * the/ other, the sense of human labour and care spent upon.it. How great this 

latter influence we may perhaps'' judge, by/ considering that there is not a cluster of weeds growing in any cranny of ruin 
' which'has not a beauty in all respects nearly,^ qual, and, in some, immeasurably superior, to that of the* most elaborate sculp¬ 
tures of its stones: and; that all our interest in the carved work, our sense of its richness, though it is tenfold less rich than the 
knots of grass beside'it; of its delicacy, though it is a thousandfold les^delicate ; 'of. its admirableness, though a million¬ 
fold lefts admirable ; results from our' consciousness of its being the works" of poor, 'clfimsy, toilsonie man. Its true delight- 
fulness depends on our discovering in it the record of thoughts, and . r^tents^ arfd^trials,- and heartbreakings—of recoveries and 
' joyfulness of success rail this can'be traced by a practised eye ; but,'granting/ ii\ even'obscure, it is presumed or understood; 
and in that is jjife'worth of the thing, just as much'as of anything else ,we\call "precious.”* .This - 'extraneous or adventitious 
value in Orissan floral ornament deserves especial mention.'. Cbrnbiped/with "a .considerable anioaipt of faitliful representation 
^md integrity there; is' an amount of luxuriance' of decoration,.of picturesque,arrangement, and' of sumptuous display of suc¬ 
cessful human labour governed by thorough intellectuality that' cl aims- a'Jiigh * m ejs &• 6£ p'rfri&eV' 

In the' representation of vegetable life in sculpture the 'artist .lias” bnjy foikp and. motion to study, but no life, such life and 

freshness as are visible in vegetation after a summer shower,'Qr the depression noticeable under a parch- 
Animal life. # # s 

ing hot sun, belonging to life province of the painter,-and no^bemg attainable by the sculptor’s art. 

'.The task of the artist, therefore, is easier when he carves foliage, frowersancl . when he undertakes to reproduce the. 

brute creation in stone. Then lie has, besides form and motion, some ethereal,intangible, but at the same time most important 

elements, viz., sensuous passions, to portray, and his undertaking becomes prop<frtioriately more arduous. But the Uriyas did not 

prove unequal to the task. They made considerable progress in it, and displayed much' tact and ingenuity. Reference has 

' already been made to their life-like pictures of monkeys, and the success .yrifli "winch sensuous passions have been shown in 

thorn, ( ante p. 47). The elephant has also been carved and chiseled'with greatskill. The horse at the southern gate of the 

'Kon&rak porch is remarkably well proportioned, and representation,^ <# '.ra^s,' parrots, geese, goslings, deer, and other 

animals shown in the illustrations annexed to this work will, I imagine, he generally acknowledged to be pretty close imitations 

of nature. A colossal bull in the enclosure of the Great Tower is also worthy of note as a specimen of well-finished animal 

carving. 

The lion among animals is, however, invariably ill-carved. If has everywhere a conventional, unnatural half-dog half- 
' tvolf look about.it that is as unlike a real lion as it well can be. Its claws, mane and position, either erect or rampant, are also 
altogether unnatural; It. is generally represented-as trampling on an 'elephant about one half to one sixth of its size, crouching 
under its .forelegs. Looking at groups like these, and the marked disparity in the size of the two animals, I am disposed to 
think that the lion had "become extinct in Orissa when the sculptures were made, and the artists had to depend upon tradition 
and their imagination to produce its likeness. This inference receives some support from the fact of the lions in the Udayagiri bas- 
reliefs'being'much better shaped, and they, it is to be presumed, were delineated when the animal was common in the country. 
In central and western India lions are still met with but in Bengal they have long since become extinct, and the tradition is 
that, with the exception of a single animal sacred to Bhagavatf now living in the wilderness near Kamdkhyd, in Assam, there is no 
lion in existence in India. The Egyptians, , as also the Assyrians,, were superior to the Uriyfis in this respect: their lions were 
not uAoften c’arefully carved, displaying the muscles of their limbs to great advantage, and showing that when uncontrolled by 
religion the, artists could imitate nature as successfully as their contemporaries. Some of their winged lions, however, are quite 
as .bad as those of the Uriyas. Winged bulls aud lions are unknown in Orissa. 

Ascending from vegetable and animal to human life, we come to . where the sculptor’s art attains its highest perfection. 

It is then that it attempts “ the repjQsentatiop of the divine, and the heroic,” and the infusion 
into it of a the' spark of divine life, ' the conscious soul,”-and “ a reflex of immortal beauty, 
idealizing lifeless handidraft.” Then it is that it becomes u an animated spirit-breathing.art,” which, according to Socrates 
in his dialogue with the sculptor Clito,—•“ mu^t represent the emotions of the soul by form.” These predicates are, how¬ 
ever, true'only when applied to Grecian art'in its perfection, and als-g- to Roman art as a reflexion of Grecian genius. 
No other ancient art made any near approach to that perfection.' 'The Hindus'were as far' behincl it as tl;e'Egyptians, Assy¬ 
rians and Persians. The gulf'between them and the Grecian artists of the golden age is wide and deep. The unique and 
inimitable perfection of the Phidian and the Praxitelian schools has hitherto been the great object of envy ^ to artists 
of every age. and clime, and it would be as idle to compare the works of the Uriya sculptors with the grand and 


Human figures. 


* The Seven Lamps of Architecture, p. 48. , 

, t In the Proceedings of the Asiatic Society of Bengal for 1808, p. 
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Dr. King adduces several instances of the true lion, ^ot the maneless animal of 
Guzerat, having been recently shot by sportsmen in Gunah in Central India.. 
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the beautiful of the sacrecl land of art, as to compare the paintings of India with the chef d'oeuvre of Raphael. The schools which 
preceded them were, however, neither so perfect, nor so far above the ordinary run of art in other ancient seats of civilization 
as to remove them from the sphere of comparison. The Etruscan, the Egyptian, and the Assyrian schools, have peculiarities 
which may be compared to advantage with those of Orissan sculpture to settle their relative merits. Doubtless they flourished 
long before the Orissan school, and a comparison between them cannot be fair to the ancient nations concerned ; but as the 
object here is not to award the palm of superiority to any one nation, but to ascertain the position which should be assigned to 
the Uriyfi artists in the history of art, it will, I think, not be held objectionable. 

The necessity for the comparison also arises from the circumstance of there existing a very erroneous impression on the sub¬ 
ject in Europe, owing doubtless to a want of adequate information. Authors, who devote chapter after chapter, and not unoften 
entire works, to Egyptian and Assyrian art, refer perfunctorily, only as a matter of form, to Indian art, and simply to declare that 
it is unworthy of notice, or fit only to be condemned. The spirit in which the subject is generally taken up will bo best illus¬ 
trated by the following quotation from Mr. Westmacott’s “ Handbook of Sculpture.” After treating of the nature and character of 
Assyrian art, he says : 11 There is no temptation to dwell at length upon the sculpture of Hindustan. It affords no assistance in 

tracing the history of art, and its debased quality deprives it of all interest as a phase of fine art, the point of view from which it 
would here be considered. It must be admitted, however, that the works existing have sufficient character to stamp their 
nationality; and although they possess no properties that can make them valuable as useful examples for the student, they offer 
very curious subjects of enquiry to the scholar and archaeologist. The sculptures found in various parts of India, at Ellora, 
Elephanta, and other places, are of a strictly symbolical or mythological character. They usually consist of monstrous combi¬ 
nations of human and brute forms, repulsive from their ugliness and outrageous defiance of rule and even possibility.”* 
Dr. Wilhelm Lllbke, in each of his two magnificent works, “ the History of Art,” and “ the History of Sculpture,” has devoted 
a few pages to India, but, like the author above noticed, only to come to the conclusion that the national religion of the peoplo 
• of this country could not favor the plastic art, and so they have none worthy of the name. After descanting on the effect of 
Hinduism and Buddhism on the mind of man, he says: 

u j n suc h a tendency of mind, the works of sculpture have suffered most. No religion ever brought to light such bombast 
of confused and mystical ideas as that of the Brfrhmin. The character of the people inclines more than that of any other race 
to effeminate self-absorption and brooding speculation. Thoughtfulness degenerates at once into distorted ideas. The 
dreams of their wild imagination produced a mythology, the forms of which seem to ridicule all plastic representation. 
The divine beings are opposed to ordinary men by the unnatural number of their heads, arms, and legs. Thus the god 
Havana is represented with ten heads and twenty arms; Brahmfi and Vishnu with four; Siva with four or five heads— 
the latter sometimes, indeed, with one head, but in that case it is furnished with three eyes. Occasionally Vishnu appears with 
a bear’s oi lion’s head, and Ganes'a even with that of an elephant; and, lastly, there are three-headed figures, denoting 
nothing less than the Indian Trinity (Trimurti), Brahnni, Siva, and Vishnu. 

« The form, therefore, that would appear to us as a monster is by them regarded as a god. How low is the stage of 
consciousness which can recognize the divine only in that which is unnatural, distorted, and monstrous! And how should 
sculpture ever rise to higher forms when hand in hand with such a religion! Langlfcs, in his Monuments of Indian Art, 
gives the copy of a drawing by a Brfrhmin, from the Imperial Library at Paris, which exhibits better than many words the 
unplastic spirit of these religious ideas. The subject is the birth of Brahmd. Vishnu is represented as a woman, lying feebly 
on a lotus leaf. All round are to be seen small fishes, and among them a floating man. This is the expiator, M&rkandeya, who 
swims about in the Milky Way to save the world from destruction. Vishnu is naked, ancLds adorned with foolish ornaments ; 
after the fashion of a child, he holds his left foot with its large toes, in his mouth. The many-headed, many-armed, and many¬ 
legged Bralimd is fastened to his umbilical cord. This one instance of the theological ideas of Brahminical dogmatism will suffice. 

« It is almost exclusively subjects of mythology which engage Indian sculpture. A simple representation of actual life 
seems almost entirely lacking. How should art be inspired to delineate the circumstances of daily existence, when, 
according to the teaching of the Brahmins, the world was only to be regarded as a dream of Brahm&’s, or the production of 
Mfryd (delusion), and when, moreover, by the assumption of an endless transmigration of souls, the valuo of each individual 
creature became illusory ? Equally little can we look for the vigorous life of historical art on such a soil of mystical and 
speculative confusion. It is only exceptionally that we hear of such works, created as they are in a clearer and purer atmosphere. 
Yet we must not forbear here to point expressly to the scantiness and unreliable nature of our sources of information. Much 
as has been said of the splendour and fabulous magnificence of Indian works, the value of most of these reports is but small in a 
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critical point of view. We lack, moreover, satisfactory drawings, which might compensate for the' deficiency of information. 
b or this reason, therefore, any accurate appreciation or historical representation of Indian sculpture has - been hitherto im¬ 
possible. We must, in consequence, limit ourselves entirely to certain general remarks. 

\ £ reat mas3 Indian sculpture as reliefs on the faQades of their rock temples, or on the outside of the pagodas. 

These, productions of an extravagantly luxuriant architecture are often completely covered with sculptures. Equally frequently 
aie they intiodueed also in the interior, in niches and on capitals and cornices. The Brahminical temples surpass in richness and 
fantastic wildness the Buddhist shrines, although at a later period Buddhism also could not resist the more splendid decoration 
of its monuments. The insulated statue, the highest and truest production of sculpture, is lacking to Indian art. Even the 
frequently colossal images of the seated Buddha, in the principal niche of Buddhist caves, are not statues but haut-reliefs. 
Deficient in freedom as she appears intellectually, Indian plastic art shows herself thus also outwardly; she is the slave of 
architecture, to which she must be subservient in all its caprices; mistress and slave, alike devoid of all pure artistic intention, 
combined in mystical confusion wild, fantastic, and monstrous.”* 

Again, after commenting on what he describes as the Ci ancient, fantastic, polytheistic belief of Brahmanism, which 
by its spiritless formula, its mechanical hypocrisy, and depressing creed of an everlasting migration of souls, had corrupted 
to the utmost the national mind of the Hindu people,” Professor Lllbke observes: “ The feeling of the people, however, did 

not create these sacred images from distinct conceptions, nor from pure human notions, but from dreamy fantastic ideas, and 
from mystical speculations. Art is here not merely the handmaid of religion, but the handmaid of a worship which finds 
approach to the idea of God in symbols of a monstrous kind. Wherever, therefore, the forms of the gods, or the history 
of their wonderful destiny, were to bo portrayed, wherever deep and mysterious awe of the unapproachable was to be 
manifested, the accessories were only outwardly symbolic, and the vague attempt at effect is produced by heaps of wings, 
hands, amis and logs, or quaint combinations of animal and human bodies.”f 

The lack of information to which reference has been made in the above extracts will account for the many serious errors 
and misstatements, such as the absence of insulated statues and of simple representations of actual life, the relative 
dreaminesss of Buddhism and Hinduism, &c., which disfigure them; and it is unnecessary to refute them in detail. But the 
general principle on which their main argument is based, is so obviously and so entirely fallacious, that I cannot help 
expressing my wonder that a professor, historian, and art-critic of Dr. Lubke’s standing and reputation, should have so readily 
adopted it. 

It is undeniable that religion exercised a most potent influence in the development of the plastic art in the early states of 
. human society; and it is hot surprising, therefore, that there should be observable prominent.mar^s of a close alliance having 
- existed between it and sculpture in former times'. Theft religion and sculpture often went fortji hand ih hand, and the light of the 
(me frequently fell 'on the other. The same may be said of the fine arts generally, for poetry, mu& and architecture, .were as 
intimately connected with religion as sculpture. But they ate nevertheless by their origin and nature as distinct and separate as 
the different intellectual faculties of man can woll be, and in their progress each of them has followed its course withQut being 
very materially controlled by its allies. At any rate certain it is that plastic art attained its highest development, and called 
forth the greatest efforts of artistic genius, while living in close alliance with crass idolatry; and Christian Europe has hitherto 
failed to restore the lost hand of the “ Laocoon” of idolatrous Rome. A far purer religion now prevails in Europe than 
was ever before known in Greece or Rome, and the conception of the nature of the Deity there among the different orders 
of the people, is certainly better than that, of the Grecians, class for class. But plastic art, instead of gaining .by alliance with 
a higher' state of intellectuality and a purer and holier religion, has positively degenerated, and fallen back. It is futile 
therefore to take f6r granted that the grossness of the Hindu roligion and its metaphysical dreaminess are the. only causes, 
or the chief causes, of ihe low character of the Indian plastic art, or rather to assume, as the professor has done, that Indian 
plastic art' must be low, because the Hindu religion is bad. 

It is not for me to plead, in favor of Indian mythology, nor am. I its apologist ;but very few ShteUigeht- persons will Venture 
to maintain that Greek mythology was ever much superior t6 it. There exists a family likeness between' -the 'V<> which has 
induced several to attribute to thorn a common origin. If so, and the professor’s major be right, it would follow that the influence 
of religion on the fine arts should be alike in India and Greece. Moreover, plastic and pictorial representation of mythological 
allegories must give rise to forms which me unnatural, distorted, and monstrous, and nations which look upon such 
mythology as sacred, do not hesitate to recognize the divine in such forms. It remains, however, to be shown that this 

* History of Sculpture I., p. 12. | f History of Art I., p. 84. 
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recognition of divinity in forms which to European^ of the present day appear monstrous, necessarily destroys, 
or over-powers, the aesthetic faculty, and that those who do so, are, as a matter of course, ' incapable of appreciat¬ 
ing the beautiful. No nation of ancient or modern times has evinced a higher sense of tho beautiful in art than 
the Grecians. Tho beau ideal of perfection in the human figure was conceived and developed by them, and them 
only, and yet the same Grecians recognized in Triton, the “ upper part of whose body was human, and the lower 
part like that of a fish, with a tail turned in a lunar form,” a god, and the son of their great god Neptune. They 
had also a god, Pan, “ who had tho body of a man, a red face with a flat nose, horns upon his head, and tho legs, 
thighs, tail, and feet of a goat.” Another of their gods, Typhdeus, son of Earth by Tartaros, was hundred-headed, and 
three sons of their great god Uranos, namely, Cottos, Briareds, and Gyds, had each a hundred hands (Wfoeipcs). . 
These were certainly more monstrous than the elaphoeephalous Ganes'a, the four-headed Brahma, and the ten-handed 
Durgd, of the Indian mythology. As to the four hands of Vishnu, it would not be amiss to observe that aesthetically two pairs 
of hands for a single human figure are not more unnatural than a pair of hands and a pair of wings on the same figure, such 
as the Greeks and the Romans clapped on even their handsomest Cupids. Vishnu with a lion's head has his counterpart in 
O'ceanos who, according to Euripides, was “ bull-headed” (ravpoV^h Then for Rdvana, whom Professor Liibke takes to bo 
a god, but who is an avowed monster, and other Indian abnormal representations, the Greoians had their Sirens who, what¬ 
ever their original forms, were by their artists “ furnished with the feathers, feet, wings and tails of birds,” and are so described 
by Apolldnios (IV. 898); their Gorgons, whom iEschylus calls u the three sisters of the Grasse, winged, serpent-fleeced, hateful 
to man, whom no one can look on and retain his breath ; L e . live.”—(Prom. 800 et seq.) ;—their Grsese, “ the three long-lived 
maids, swan-formed, having one tooth and one oye in common, on whom neither the sun with his beams nor the night moon over 
looks;” (Op. cit.)-their Harpies, “ odious, offensive monsters with female faces, and tho bodies,'wings, and claws of birds 
their Satyrs and Tatyrs and Centaurs: these'are beings which certainly inspire no very lofty senso of tho idoal of 
beauty in the issues of Grecian gods and supernatural v beings; but they at tho same timo afford unmistakable evidences “ of 
attempts to produce effect by the quaint combinations of animal and human bodies,” which, in connexion with the Hindus, 
Professor Liibke so emphatically condemns. - 

Nor were these beings merely- th& dramatk personce of myths and legends; most of them formed the subjects 
of plastic art among tire "Greeks, and their greatest artists not only prepared them, but prized them most highly/ 

It is said that Phryne, the Theban courtesan, after whom Praxiteles had chiseled two of his inimitable Venuses, wishing 
to possess the finest piece of work in the atelier of the great master, “sent one day a sexwant to Praxiteles to 
tell him that his workshop was in flames, and that his works were in danger of being destroyed. Praxiteles rushed out 
in the greatest alarm and anxiety, exclaiming that ‘ all was lost if his Satyr and Cupid were not saved.' ”* The excla¬ 
mation gave the shrewd woman an idea of what was the most valuable in the estimation of Praxiteles, and she took the Satyr for * 
choice. This shows that it was possible for the artist who conceived and perfected tho renowned Cnidian Venus and the hand¬ 
somest Cupid, likewise to conceive and developo a Satyr, and, what is more, to hold the Satyr and the Cupid in equal estimation. 

It is evident also that the nation which believed in a gross polythoistical religion, and accepted Triton and Pan for divinities; 
could appreciate, and, by its appreciation, lead to the production of the finest works of art that human ingenuity has ever 
brought forth. The Romans, likewise, following an equally gross * polytheistical religion, and believing in the divinity of the ' > 
two-headed Janus, t did produce works which continue to this day the models of perfection. 

Looking to these facts, the only conclusion that can be arrived at is, that however great the influence of religion 
on the plastic art, and great it certainly was at one time, it never was sufficient to destroy her. separate exist¬ 
ence, or even to control to any material extent her independent progress. When in alliance with religion, she 
served religion faithfully,v by producing forms which it demanded, without any reference to taste, but she never lost her 
yearning to advance to perfection, and that irrespective, and even in defiance, of the checks, which religion tried to impose on 
her. The yearning was strong enough-.even in the very early times of the ancient Egyptians, who had to lay down rules to 
prevent the statues of gods, frpm being carved in other than the old conventional self-same way which their forefathers * had 
approved during the infancy of .the art. The Hindus did the same; and yet the Egyptians and the Hindus failed to prevent 
the delineation of simple objects of nature and scenes of every-day life, so as to make the attempt at imitation more and more 
faithful, and quite different from what the rules insisted upon. In the same way, when serving as a handmaid to poetry, plastic 
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t Janus Bifrons or Biceps. This divinity seems not to have v been always 
satisfied with his two heads, for “ it is said that at the taking of Falerii a statue 
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was found with four faces j and at Kome there was a temple of Janus Qua- 
drifrons,”—a veritable twin-brother of the Hindu Brahma. See Keightley’: 
Mythology of Greece and Italy, p. 403. 





art, without forgetting her own true end, tried her best to give shape and form to poetical ideas and allegories, and did so with¬ 
out reference to the extent to which she conformed to natural laws. Phidias, carving his celebrated figure of Minerva, thirty-nine 
feet high, had to put on her hand a winged figure of victory, and this could be done by making a full grown and fully-dressed 
woman stand on the open palm of another, but the unnatural arrangement never deterred him from accomplishing the task he had 
undertaken. In later times, Michael Angeio was called upon, by the nature of his subject, to introduce a monster’s head with the 
horns of a ram, at the bottom of his unrivalled work of art, the Last Judgment. In the creation of Eve in Wells Cathedral, 
there is a composition in which a human figure is shown leaning on a bench, and from his back projects the upper half of a 
female figure, *. e., a monster with two heads, and two trunks supported on one pair of legs. The object of the artist, it 
is true, was only to represent a particular instant in the production of a natural being, but the resulting figure is abnormal 
for all that. Giovanni da Bologna had to reduce to shape the allegory of Mercury or rumour depending on human tongue, 
and he designed a lithe, agile, nude male figure with a cap and wings on his head, leaping out of “ expanding rays (but very 
material and like a bundle of sticks) issuing from the puffed cheeks, or rather mouth, of a zephyr, whose head only is 
exhibited.”* Again, Benvenuto Cellini, in lvis no less celebrated than magnificent group of Perseus and Andromeda, 
represents Perseus descending from mid-air to liberate the captive fair, and save her from the attack of a dragon issuing 
from flames, but, as travelling in mid-air, however natural to birds, is not quite consonant to human nature, the 
figure looks more like a man kicked down headlong from the top of a house than a hero descending for a fight 
with a monster. This offence against nature could not, however, be avoided. The story needed it, and the artist 
did what he could to preserve its substance. Similarly, when the Hindu artist had to give shape to the allegory of the 
birth of Brahmd, he designed, not a woman as supposed by I)r. Liibke, but an infant reclining on a leafy couch to typify the 
perfection of innocence and purity, and made it suck its toe, as an emblem of supreme happiness, and it is questionable if 
there is any other object in nature which can symbolise those attributes to greater perfection than an infant so occupied. The 
ornaments on the infant may be u foolish” according to European notions regarding such things, but there exist such excessive 
differences of opinion and so much local prejudice even among Europeans regarding the propriety and beauty of particular per¬ 
sonal ornaments, that a very good plea, I fancy, may be urged in their favour, founded on the spirit of the age 
when the sculpture was first designed, and on the attachment of the people of this country to ornaments. The issue of an 
umbilical cord from the navel of such an infant, and the presence of a human figure,*)* Brahmd, on the top of it, however 
unpoetical, are, on the whole, not quite so revolting as the Eve of Wells Cathedral. 

Besides mythology and poetical allegory there are other causes which lead to monstrous, unnatural, or incon¬ 
gruous representations in paintings and sculpture: these are caprice, artistic conceit, and extravagance, very similar 
to what are so common among poets. They lead to the production of rams issuing from the volutes of Corinthian 
or composite pillars; of human figures whose nether halves are formed of undulating dock weeds,-—compositions which 
first made their appearance on the frieze of Torre de Norone, and long after got into fashion among the artists of the 
Renaissance;—of lions and bulls whose hind quarters are formed of the same weed; and of a variety of other un¬ 
natural forms, some very ploasing, others grotesque and repulsive. But such vagaries, whether resultiug from mytho¬ 
logical, allegorical, poetical, or artistic causes, are mere accidents, and not the essentials of the plastic art, and their presence 
therefore does not afford sufficient a priori argument against the possibility of the Hindus attaining any great proficiency in 
sculpture. That they did not attain it is a fact not to be denied; but the cause is to be looked for elsewhere than in their religion. 
What the cause was which led to this negative result I shall not venture to guess, seeing that European scholars have 
not yet been able satisfactorily to account for the positive superiority of the Greeks.^ 

The different ancient schools with which Orissan art may be compared are the Dmdalian, the iEginetan, the Etruscan, the 

Egyptian, and the Assyrian. They all show manifest marks of an early state of art—of an art 

Daedalian school. . .... «... 

which had risen above the rude imitation of primitive races—of mere ingenious carving,—and 
fully assumed its position as an art, but was still wanting the genius of a great master—of a Phidias—who could emancipate it from 
its archaic and hieratic fetters, and may, therefore, be fairly put in juxta-position with the Uriyd school, notwithstanding the fact 
of there being great differences in their ages. The general character of the school of Daedalus is well exemplified in “ the self-same 
face, figure and action of Jupiter, Neptune, Hercules, and several heroic characters their “ narrow eyes, their thin lips with the 
corners of the mouth turned upwards, their pointed chin, narrow loins, and turgid muscles,”§ all bespeak a primitive age of art. 
_ — - 

* Westmacott’s Handbook of Sculpture, p. 307, 

f The multiplicity of hands and feet assigned by Dr. Liibke to Brahma 
is not authorised by the allegory, and is probably due to a mistake. 
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Etruscan school. 


Th§ works of the iEginetan ago (B: 0. 580-^80) are somewhat in advance of the las't; but “ the heads are still 

either totally destitute of expression, or are all reduced, to a general and conventional 
. • expression,”, and by “ the'oblique-position of the eyes and mouth, they present that 

forced smile which seems to have been the characteristic feature common to- all productions of the ancient style.”* 
•Adverting to.this era Mr. Westmacott, in his remarks'on the celebrated-collection of statues. discovered in 1812,-iu the. 
island, of iEghiaj. observes : “ Here again the archaic 'element steps in in tho character of the head, which exhibits .all the; pecu¬ 
liarities of the more ancient schools before referred to.' However earnestly engaged, and even when wounded or dying, each 
warrior or hero has a smiling expression ; the mouth- being 'slightly open; as'though the. occupation of slaying and being 
slain was of the* mpst'plejasing and satisfactory nature.”* ■ * , 

Professor Lubke’s estimate of the merits of this’school is very, much the. same. Talking of Greek art of the end of the 6 th 
century, he says': “ We find animals fighting, then a lion tearing* a roe to- pieces; then sphinxes and centaurs, human figures 
with fishes’ bodies / and other phantastic devices, side by -side' wit£ scenes from actual life, such as men reclining at a social 
feast; and all in a heavy'stiff style, the figures strongly out of proportion and varying in size”* 

The first style of the Etruscan art was far inferior ta that of Daedalus. u Tho rectilinear lines, the rigid attitude, the 
' imperfect moulding nf the features, the want of proportion in the limbs, and the oblique eyes 
which characterise it, and which received from the Romans the contemptuous name of 1 opera 
Tuseanica,’ ” and the exaggerated forms of its second style, the very opposite of all that is graceful, easy, and flowing, place 
- them in a low stage. The superiority of the later Etruscan, as of the Roman, style is due to tho influence of the Greek art of 
the golden* age, and need not therefore be noticed in detail. 

Egyptian art is by far the oldest ; but by ho means the most perfect. u Egyptian bas-relief,” says Sir Gardner Wilkinson, 

u appears to have been, in its origin, a mere copy of painting, its predecessor. The first 
Egyptian school. attempt to represent the figures of gods, sacred emblems, and other subjects, consisted in 

painting simple outlines of them on a flat surface, the details being afterwards putin with colour; but in process.-of time 
these forms were traced on stone witli a tool, and the intermediate space between the various figures being afterwards cut 
away, the once level surface assumed the appearance of a bas-relief. It was,‘in fact, a pictorial representation on stone, 
which is evidently the character of all the bas-reliefs on Egyptian monuments ; and which readily accounts for the imperfect 

arrangement of their figures. _ * 

“ Deficient in conception, and above all, in a proper knowledge of grouping, they wore unable to form those combinations 
which .give true expression; every picture was made up of isolated parts put together according to some general notions, 
but without harmony or preconceived effect. The human face, the whole body, and everything they introduced, were 
composed in the same manner, of separate members placed together one by one according to their relative situations': the 
eye, the nose, and.pther features, composed a face ; but the expression of feelings and passions was entirely wanting and, the 
countenance of the king, whether charging an enemy’s phalanx in tho heat of battle, or peaceably offering incensedn. a 
sombre temple, presented the same outline, and the same inanimate look. Plio peculiarity of the front view ofan/eye, 
introduced in a profile, is thus accounted for ; it was tho ordinary representation of that feature added to a profile,, and no 
allowance was made for any change in the position of the head. ✓ / Vy ^ 

D was the same with drapery : the figure was first drawn, and the drapery then added, hot as a part of the whole, but as - hn 
accessory; they had no general conception, no provious idea of the effect required to distinguish the warrior or tho priest, 
beyond the impressions received from costume, or from the subject of which he formed apart; and the same figure was 
dressed according to the character it was intended to perform. Every portion of a picture was conceived by itself, and insetted 
as it was -wanted to complete the scene; and when tho walls of the building, where a subject was to be drawn, had been 
accurately ruled' with squares, the figures were introduced and fitted to this mechanical arrangement.' The members 
were appended to the'body, and these squares regulated their form and distribution, in whatever posture they might be 
placed. 

u Thus then, as Diodorus observes of Egyptian statues, various portions of the same figure might be made by several 
artists in different places, the style and attitude having been previously agreed upon, which, when brought'together, *woulxl 
necessarily agree and form a complete whole.”§ 


• * Wcstropp’s Handbook of Archreology, p. 12G. 
+ Handbook of Scblpturfe, p. iOO, 


X History of Sculpture, I, p. 82. 

§ Wilkinson’s AncWnt Egyptians, III., p. 264. 
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Assyrian school. 


This uniformity, rigidity, and absence of nature and life which characterise the bas-reliefs, may likewise be noticed in the 
statues of Egypt. Page after page may be turned of the whole series of the ponderous tomes* of the sayans who accompanied 
Napoleon the Great in his Egyptian expedition, without encountering a single human figure which has any life, expression, or 
action—any dignity, grace, or ease—about it; or is other than a stiff, formal, rude imitation of nature. The cause of this may 
be partly due to the law referred to by Plato which forbade the artists to depart, in the slightest degree, in the execution of 
statues of the human form from the type consecrated by priestly authority, but it implies likewise a primitive state of art, 
and want of appreciation of, or inability to develope, the beauty of nature in stone. True it is, as justly remarked by Plato, 
u that the pictures and statues made ten thousand years ago are in no one particular better or worse than what they now 
make.”t The statues may be colossal in size, and vast in number, and, for the time when they were sculptured, highly credita¬ 
ble to the nation which made them ; but they are neither natural nor beautiful. 

The sculpture# of Assyria are superior to those of Egypt. They display much more life, energy and action. 

According to M. Beul<5, u Ce don de saisir I’dnergie de faction et de caractdriser la force 
physique cst le principal rn&ite de la sculpture ninivite; elle constitue son originality. Je 
ne sais trop si la race assyrienne fournissait le modele de ces corps si bien cliarpent^s, aux formes athiytiques, aux muscles 
tendus comme des cordages ; je crois plutot que les artistes avaient exag&r^ la nature et cryy cette convention. De meme 
que les artistes ygyptiens effacent les saillies sur la peau, font la tete, les membres, les extrymitys greles, et obtiennent 
un type iddal et presque immatyriel; do memo les artistes assyriens se plaisent h faire les corps trapus, les ypaules larges, 
la tyte forte, le cou puissant, les bras et les jambes conturys par la tension des veines et des muscles.”:]: They are, however, 
as deficient in the true spirit of art as the sculptures of Egypt. The author quoted above thus sums up the defects of Assyrian 
art: “ Ce qui prouvo que, dans fun et l’autre pays, on fctait arrivy h une convention absolue, c’est que les manoeuvres, les 
prisonniers, les ennemis qui habitent sur les frontifcres les plus recuses, sont figurys avec la mckne forme, qui n’dtait plus 
qu’une sorte denture signifiant P homme ; do meme que toutes les tetos ont la m£me coiffure, la meme barbe bouciye, le inline 
nez, le meme ceil. Le costume et la richesse des ornoments servent seuls h distinguer le roi du dernier de ses soldats. 
Quant aux eunuques, ils ont le maintien lisse et la chevelure des femmes avec des membres et des muscles virils.”§ 

In all these there are peculiarities which may be more or less predicated of Orissan art; but at the same time there are 

points of excellence in it which are not to be met with in the ancient schools named. The con¬ 
ventionality of form, which is so marked in them, prevails to some extent everywhere in 
India. It resulted from indolence, combined with a desire to imitate art instead of nature, under circumstances which 
were particularly favourable to such mannerism. Untouched by extraneous influences, art in Orissa successively i;ose, 
became stationary, and declined with the civilization of the people, very much in the same way which marked its course 
in Egypt and elsewhere ; and its characteristics must to a certain extent be alike. The manner in which this conventionality 
takes the place of nature, has been most forcibly pointed, out by Mr. Layard in his remarks on the decline of Assyrian art. 

“ A certain proficiency,” he says, “ had been attained, and no violent changes took place to shake the established order of 
things, the artist, instead of endeavouring to imitate that which he saw in nature, received as correct delineations the works 
of his predecessors, and made them his types and his models. In some countries, as in Egypt, religion may have contributed 
to this result. Whilst the imagination, as well as the hand, was fettered by prejudices, and even by law, or whilst indolence 
or ignorance led to the mere servile copying of what had been done before, it may easily be conceived how rapidly a 
deviation from correctness of form would take place. As each transmitted the errors of those who preceded him, and added 
to them himself, it is not wonderful, if, ere long, the whole became one great error. It is to be feared that this prescriptive 
love of imitation has exercised no less influence on modern art, than it did upon the arts of the ancients. ”J| 

The art of the Uriyas had its foundation on the canons of the S'ilpa SAstra, which itself deduced them when 

Indian art had attained a certain pitch of excellence, for it conforms to them in all its main fea¬ 
tures ; and thus taking a text-book instead of nature for its model, it had an uphill work to 
exceed the limit of excellence which that text assigned it. The S'ilpa SYistra, however, dwelt on the forms, proportions and 
features of gods, but it said nothing about ordinary human figures, and the artists had accordingly some liberty in dealing 
with the latter ; but as gods are only the ideal types of men, the advantage was not considerable. Nevertheless conventional forms 
are more frequent in the representations of gods than in those of mortals; and the statues of gods and goddesses in 


Orissan school. 


Its general character. 


* The writer regrets the necessity of depending here and elsewhere upon 
secondary evidence in the absence of personal knowledge of the originals. The 
evidence in the present instance, however, is generally acknowledged to he faithful. 


f Plato, II Book of Laws. 

t L’Art Assyrien, par M. Beule; Journal des Savans, Juillet 1870, p. 422. 
§ Ibid , loc. cit . || Nineveh II, p. 282. 
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Orissa, though carved in finer stones and finished with greater care arid' labour, dre less successful as works of art than 
figures of ordinary men. This is best shown in Illustrations Nos. 63 and 64. The first is taken from a colossal figure of 
Bhagavatf, “ the mother of the universe,” elaborately carved in black chlorite, and placed in one of the principal niches 
of the Great Tower of Bhuvanesvara; and the second, a mere ornamental figure of a dancing girl, in a side niche of the 
B&jardni Temple; and yet the mortal is far handsomer and more faitliful to nature than the goddess. Illustrations 
Nos. 58, 59, and 60, also represent human figures, executed without much reliance on the rules of the Silpa S'&stra, 
which may be taken to be average examples of the condition which the art of sculpturing such subjects had attained 
in Orissa. Generally speaking the forms of Orissan human figures are light and natural, and their action easy and lively. 
There is also manifest in them a knowledge of anatomy, a study of the organic contexture of the body, of tho contour of its 
different members, a sense of the laws of gravity and motion operating on the body under different circumstances, and an 
excellence of imitation, carried to such a degree of truth as to give convincing proofs of an advanced step, and a higher stage 
in the development of art than are to be met with in Egypt or Assyria. The outlines, instead of being hard, stiff, and rectilinear, 
as in Egyptian, Assyrian,, Etruscan, and Dasdalean sculptures, are everywhere rounded, soft, graceful, and in admirable 
repose. There is scarcely a single sharp angle, or a rigid straight line, in the whole composition to disturb its beauty; and tho 
execution throughout, though deficient to a certain extent in chiseling and finish, is such as to give the palm of superiority 
to Orissa. Even in small bas-reliefs, the easy grace of the king or the queen, the respectful attitude of the attendants, the 
versatility of the story-teller, and the gravity of the musician, are represented with considerable success. The bas-reliefs of 
Udayagiri, though coarser and very much decayed, are even more full of life, action, and energy, and display a considerable 
amount of artistic conception. The bas-reliefs of S&nchi and Amardvati are inferior to the last in this respect, but they are 
nevertheless superior to those of Egypt and Assyria. In some examples the poetical hyperboles of exceedingly slender 
waist and large hips, are attempted to be represented in stone at a sad sacrifice of truth; but they are by no means the 
most finished samples of Uriy& art. The breasts are generally more protuberant than in Europe, Egypt, and Assyria, and 
are to some extent offensive to European taste; but this is probably due to a faithful representation of Orissan life, and 
not to a defect of art, or to a vitiated taste of the people reflected on the artists. The female breasts are generally much 
more developed in India than in higher latitudes; and in Orissa and Bengal they are particularly so, leading to early 
pendulosity to an extent unknown even in the North-Western Provinces. In the Panjab their size is generally not so large, 
nor does the declination commence until after the fortieth year, whereas in Bengal and Orissa it commences almost at tho 
close of the teens, and the artist here, who would follow life, could not but produce something less beautiful than his brethren 
in Europe. This doubtless amounts to an admission that tho artists failed to develop tho ideal—to combine in one figure 
the finest points of beauty from a hundred living models—such as the Greeks did, and tho Indian poet conceived in his 
Tilottama ; but tho fact cannot be gainsaid. 

A similar attempt to represent nature faithfully has resulted in another defect which European artists cannot but complain 
of :* Indian statues are sadly wanting in muscles. The appearance of firmness, vigour, and strength, 
which so prominently characterises Grecian male figures, is due, to a great extent, to tho bulging, 
knotty and rigid muscles they represent. The deltoid, the biceps, the pectoral, the gastrocnemius, and other muscles 
are all chiseled to perfection, and they strike the beholder with a sense of great strength and heroic manliness. Assyrian 
figures are, also, as stated above, well executed in this respect; but in Orissa prominent muscles are but too frequently wanting. 
Even the statue of K&rtikeya, the mighty God of War, in the Great Tower of Bhuvanesvara, to the execution of whose 
ornaments and garlands and brocade dress the artist has devoted uncommon attention and labour, appears without a single muscle 
projecting from under his skin. The calves, arms, breasts, shoulders, in short the whole body, is rounded, soft and plump, like 
that of a woman. Kdrtikeya, however, is a youthful divinity, partaking more of the Apollo than the Hercules of the Grecian 


Muscles. 


# Professor Liibke thus comments on this subject: “ The organic struc¬ 

ture of the body, the articulation of tho bones, and the network of muscles 
and sinews, disappear beneath the veil of soft voluptuousness. Every thing 
indicating vigorous strength and energy, and determination of will, is utterly 
repressed; the figures are only qualified for a passive life of enjoyment, and for 
a vague dreaminess. They appear to us as devoid of free-will as the flower 
quivering on its stalk or the leaf trembling in the breeze. Characteristically 
enough Sakuntala’s arms are compared in poetry to supple stems. An insipid 
smile, indifferent and stereotyped, rests on the features of these figures.” (His¬ 
tory of Sculpture I. p. 17). These remarks are made with especial reference 
to certain bas-reliefs of Ellora, but they are intended to be general, and to a 

15 


certain extent are true, as admitted above. The cause assigned is, however, 
entirely wrong. The absence of muscles and sinews is not the result of the 
incapacity of Indian art, nor of the dreamy nature of the Hindu religion, but of 
successful art faithfully representing the human form as modified by the Indian 
climate and oleagenous and vegetable diet. The sneer at the supple arms of 
Sakuntala, is due to the ignorance of the appearance of a banana stem, and 
therefore calls for no remark. It may, nevertheless, be a matter of enquiry to 
many Indians if the “ network of muscles and sinews” did, or did not, “ dis¬ 
appear beneath the veil of soft voluptuousness” on the arms of the Venus de 
Medici ? 
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artists, and his plumpness, therefore, is in keeping with his myth. The nude male figures at Bhuvanes'vara, Puri, and Kon&rak are, 
likewise, all rounded, soft and plump, and in them is seen the portraiture of the Uriyd to perfection ; for he, like the Bengali, never 
attains anything like a well-developed calf, or a swelling deltoid. Rigid, knotty muscles are rarely to be seen in ordinary people, 
and even in acrobats and professed wrestlers they are generally ill shown. A big stout man is always a fat man, never a mus¬ 
cular one; and in the vernaculars of the country, the two are indicated by the same term. It is not to be expected, therefore, that 
muscular forms should be represented in a prominent manner in sculpture. As justly observed by Dr. Lilbke, “ Art can only attain 
to her highest aim in such epochs and among such nations as universally recognise the beauty of the human form, in which it is 
promoted by natural capacity and favorable conditions of climate, in which it is developed by uniform exercise ; and in which, 
lastly, the perfection of mind and body is equally cultivated.”* In Bengal and Orissa, all these conditions are wanting; the cli¬ 
mate is not only not favorable to exercise and development, but it induces a habit of indolent, sluggish, passive state of life, in which 
one would rather see a dance while seated at ease than dance himself; and that dance is more liked which consists of a series 
of gentle posture-making than that which is an exuberant display of energy as in Europe. The food of the people, also,, 
is not only ill-calculated to develop the muscles, but it is exactly what is most favourable to cover the body with a supple 
coating of fat. In the North-Western Provinces, the people are taller, handsomer, and of better physique generally, but 
milk, ghi, and butter, being very largely used, and the climate for many months in the year being unfavourable to hard 
out-door exercise, their muscles are usually covered by a coating of fatty matter, and they fail to produce that idea of strength 
which prominent muscles are calculated to do. Egyptian sculptures are, also, sadly deficient in this respect, and it may be 
a question as to how far the defect there is due to ethnic peculiarities. It should be added, however, that in those Orissan 
figures which are represented as undergoing violent exertion, or bearing heavy weights, as in the dwarf under the architrave 
in Illustration No. 7, the circumstance is indicated as much by appropriate attitudes and positions as by rigid and swelling 
muscles displayed in a high state of tension. This cannot at all be predicated of Egyptian art. 

The form of the head in Orissa is generally oval, and the features are natural. According to the Garuda Purana , the 

top of the cranium of a well-formed head should be rounded like an umbrella, a flat one 
bespeaking poverty, and one like the bottom of a pitcher, a worthless character ;f and this ride 
is very closely followed by Indian artists. The crown is generally high, though owing to the top-knot and other ornaments 
on the head, it is impossible to measure exactly whether the height from the upper line of the .forehead to the top of the 
crown would equal one-fourth of the face. The hair is soft and flowing, and always chiseled with great care. It is never 
curly or shaped into rounded buttons, as on the heads of Buddhist statues and Assyrian sculptures. Of the various ways in 
which the hair is dressed, detailed descriptions will appear under the head of coiffure. 

According to the authority quoted above, men with low foreheads are always prone to cruel acts, and fit only to be extermi¬ 
nated. Very high protuberant foreheads are equally condemned # in women especially so. A woman, 
who has a high protuberant forehead and serrated teeth, is sure, says an old adage, to lose her husband 
on the night of her wedding.§ Nevertheless the leaning is in favor of high foreheads. According to the Garuda Purana , a fore¬ 
head of medium size, somewhat protuberant, and shaped like a half moon, the upper arch being formed by the hair of the head, 
and the lower by the eyebrows, is the most appropriate. || The Sdmudrika is not satisfied with this, and expresses it’s 
liking for a good, broad, prominent forehead, condemning the narrow-headed to an early death.«f[ In men of mature age a high 
broad forehead, is generally preferred, and this is what is common in sculpture, both for men and women; and in ordi¬ 
nary Uriyd life, this is not unoften heightened by the hair being combed backward, so as to expose the roots of the frontal hair, i. e ., 
in the “ Alexandrine style,” which Plutarch characterises by the words, dvaoroX^vr^s *<>/*»/s or “ a pushing back of the hair.” Neither 
the tenui fronts of Horace, which the old commentators explain to be “ a narrow and small forehead which is usually commended 
in a beautiful form”* nor the “from brevis ” of Martial, has a place in any of the more finished statues of Orissa. The arching of the 


Head. 


* History of Sculpture, I, p. 4. 
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reflexecl hair above the forehead, helps to improve the oval form of the face ; and the advantage of it may be perceived by com¬ 
paring it with heads, in which the hair is allowed to hang in front and cause the face to appear rounded. 

Ordinarily no eyebrows are chiseled in the larger statues, but where they are shown, they are generally arched so as to 
represent a bow, and so drawn out as to appear from the front co-extensive with the ears. They are 
also joined at the root of the nose, a point of beauty which though praised by Theocritus, and attributed 
to Ulysses, Briseis, Augustus, Julia, daughter of Titus, and others, was never generally approved, and a Greek epigram takes 
it to be an indication of pride and bitterness of spirit. The Vishnu Punlna condemns it sharply. . The rule on the subject of 
eyebrows is thus laid down in the Oaruda Pur ana : eyebrows, 11 when high and thick, predicate a. life of enjoyment; when 
uneven or shaped like the sacrificial sword fKhandaJ ) poverty; when long and unconnected, with .each other, affluence : good 
eyebrows are high and (arched) like the new moon.”* And th&$bmdrika Copies-it'almost literally. ' N ’ ” ' 

The shape and expression of the eyes cpnstit^te by-hu>;thev. ; mdsU essential -elements in vthe beauty of the human 

face, and X mitch‘has been writteix by Sansltrit authors on, ' the subject. According to the 
\ Sdmudrik'a^ (i red-eyes indieate^iffluence; feline eyes, anger;; eyes like those of the cock, great 
capacity for work; like those of the deer,\beauty; .likp those of »cats‘ ; ^id^geege;/ vile bftaracter; like those of peacocks, 
mediocrity; like those of dogs, or of a tawny colour, a disposition to cruel acts; like those of oxen, uniform prosperity ; and 
squint eyes, a wicked intriguing disposition.”! Of these, for purposes of poetry, the “ deer-eye” and the “ ox-eye,” the PoSms 
of Homer, are the most'- important;' but that peculiar liquidity, bespeaking modesty and lovely grace, which make 
the eye of the gazelle so frequently-the subject of comparison in Eastern poetry, is not attainable by the plastic art, and the 
ox-eye is equally beyond her province, unless the P ov * of the compound term be taken as a prefix implying largeness.^ In 
sculpture the eye is generally made large—often larger than living models would justify; and of the shape of the almond with 
the greater curvature lying on the upper side, and the lower eyelid forming almost a straight line. In maidens and young 
women, the upper lid hangs down and gives an amorous, languishing look. As the province of sculpture is not to indicate 
colour, no attempt has been made in large statues to indicate the iris or the pupils ; but in bas-reliefs and metal figures, a 
circle is often drawn for the former and a dot for the latter, to indicate the light. The position of the eyes is longitudinal, 
never oblique as in Egypt and archaic Grecian statues.§ The interocular space is sometimes, but not always, less than the 
length of an eye, and the eyebrows are not in sufficient relief. Nowhere, however, is the gross error committed of giving a 
full eye to a profile face, an error so universal in Egypt. In bas-reliefs, the face assumes different positions from a perfect 
profile to a full face, and the shape of the eye is regulated according to the position of the face, showing in this respect a 
much superior knowledge of art, than what the Egyptian and Assyrian sculptors evinced. 

The chin is never so pointed as in the Daedalian school of Greece, and the lips are never so thin and skin¬ 
ny. The opening of the mouth is small and in excellent keeping with the face. v A 

Chin, lips and mouth. 

forced smile in the female face is common; in one instance, that of. a nude female 
in the R&jar&nf temple, standing with the left hand across the breast, and the right in front of. the body lower 
down, in the attitude of the Venus de Medici, the idea of modesty whichVthe ^classic artist' so beautifully pourtrayed, 
has been entirely dissipated by this unbecoming simper. The classic artist, 'also,.'left to theshnaginatioh to find out the cause 
of the position of his figure, whereas the less poetic Uriyd has introduced a grinning boy at the (oot-df the statue to explain its 
meaning, and thereby given to the whole a most indecent expression. The statue is perfectly insulated, and, but for its standing on 
both feet resting flat on the ground, could have been taken for a copy of the Medicean goddess/ General Cunningham met with a 
somewhat similar statue at Mathurd; but its right hand"does.not extqnd sufficiently low, and.it has some drapery and a great deal 
of ornament on its person. The General describes it ' thus': “ The most remarkable^pieqe • pf v sculpture is that of a 
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J The epithet has puzzled the commentators sorely. Lord Derby 
translates it Into “ stag-eyed.” Others, I learn from Professor Tawney, 
have rendered it into “ large-eyed,” “ round-eyed,” “ beautiful-faced,” 


“ exceedingly-well-shaped,*’ “ good-looking,” “ cow-faced,” '“ cow-eyed,” &c. 
The reference to the cow^ is accounted for .on the supposition of lo being 
the moon, “ changed by Hera into a cow, tho usual symbol of the homed 
moon. The ordinarily received meaning is “ large.” The Lalita-vistara , how¬ 
ever, gives a clue to its true signification. Among the thirty-two signs of great¬ 
ness which marked the person of Sakya it reckons “ eyes deeply black like the 
eyelash and eye of a cow,” ( Go-palcshma-netrabhimla-netra ), which has been 
translated by Mr. Foucaux from the Tibetan-into “ 1’oeil grand, blanc et noir.” 
This is exactly equal to the term which Didymus, the scholiast 

of Homer, gives as one of his alternative meanings. It is the blackness of the 
goddess’s eyes which Homer'praised, and not their size or roundnegs. 

§ It should benoted, however, that a belief exists among the people of 
Bengal that the oblique eye is a peculiarity of the gods. 
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female of ratlier more than half life-size. The figure is naked, save a girdle of beads round the waist, the same as is seen in the 
Ehilsd sculptures and Ajanutd paintings. The attitude and the positions of the hands are similar to those of the famous statue of 
Venus of the Capitol. But in the Mathurfi statue, the left hand is brought across the right breast, while the right hand holds up a 
small portion of drapery. The head is slightly inclined towards the right shoulder, and the hair is dressed in a new and peculiar 
manner, with long curls on each side of the face, which fall from a large circular ornament on the top of the head. The back of the 
figure is supported by a thick cluster of lotus stalks covered with buds and flowers, which are very gracefully arranged, and 
boldly executed. The plump face with its broad smile is the least satisfactory part of the work. Altogether this statue 
is one of the best specimens of Indian art that I have met with. I presume that it represents a dancing girl.”* This smile, 
however, is not universal ; and in the more finished specimens of work there is a great deal of expression and adaptation of 
the face appropriate to the subject intended to be expressed. In this respect the Uriya artists, again, excel the sculptors 
of Egypt and Assyria, as well as those of ancient Greece. “ The selfsame face and expression, alike in mourning or in 
jubilee, in every condition of life, so that a king differs not in the least from the peasant at the plough,” so characteristic 
of Egyptian sculpture, is far from being prevalent in Orissa, though to a certain, and on the whole a very small, extent, it 
has not been prevented in minor figures. There is also in them more energy, more action, and altogether more life and 
feeling than are to be met with in the statues of Egypt. 

In ancient Sanskrit poetry, the nose is usually compared with the flower of the sesamum, or the bill of the parrot, which 

would imply that the arched Roman nose, or a nez aquilin , was at the time reckoned the 
most beautiful; but in sculpture this is rarely met with. In the figures of gods and goddesses, 
the Hellenic nose running down in almost a straight fine with the forehead, and forming a perfect Grecian profile, is the most 
common; but in human figures a slight depression at the root is ordinarily observable. In Egyptian figures the nose is 
always depressed. The ears are of the same size as the nose, and stand in a line with it. 

The features are throughout Hindu of the Bengal type. There is nothing in any of the details, in the eyes, the nose, the 

cheek-bones, and the forehead,—those features where ethnic peculiarities are best indicated— 
Nationality. to show a trace of aboriginal Tamilian characteristics; and this circumstance may be taken 

as a strong proof in favour of the Indo-Aryan origin of the works. Had the temples and their decorations proceeded from 
Dravidian artists, their character would have been entirely different. Even English painters of the present day, at least 
such as come to Calcutta, but too often give a European character to the native portraits they paint; and it is but natural 
to suppose that South Indian artists, had they been employed on the Orissan temples, would have given them a strong 


Tamilian cast. 

The most approved position for gods is standing on both legs, embodying the idea of firmness and dignity : for goddesses, 

the same, but resting on the left foot, the right leg crossing the left, and touching the 
ground by the ends of the toes. For Krishna this feminine position is the most approved, with 
three bends in the body, (tribliangaj the first caused by the crossing of the legs, the second by a curvature at the waist, and the 
third by an inclination of the head to one side, generally the left. This is esteemed the most amatory and graceful, and dancing 
girls are often represented with these, or similar, bends. The Greeks took this position to be indicative of frolicsome youth and 
effeminacy, and assigned it only to Apollo, Bacchus and Mercury, censuring it, like the Hindus, in grave subjects.f For the 
different manifestations ofDurgd this style of tribhang a is never tolerated, the myths on which they are founded requiring vigorous 
action. Such is also the case with some forms of the fierce god Rudra; and the figures of that divinity are often represented in 
positions and attitudes expressive of violent agitation. When, however, S'iva appears in the company of his consort, the lady is 
placed on the lap of her husband, and the attitude adopted is one of easy grace and enjoyment. In the case of seated single 
figures of goddesses the usual position is that of squatting on a bench or chair, with one foot hanging down, or resting on a stool 
or a lotus. Ordinary women of quality appear squatting with the legs crossed. This is, however, far from being a general rule, 
and the pose is regulated by the nature of the subject, and by the place where they are located. Standing on one or both legs ; 
leaning forward, or backward, or to one side ; dancing, running, leaping, sitting straight, or reclining on a pillow, are positions 
of common occurrence ; but on the whole vigorous manifestations of active energetic action are less frequent, and those of an 
idle enjoyment of life predominate. “ In harmony with this, we find full swelling luxurious softness of forms, and easy care¬ 
lessness of attitude.”^ The nature of the Indian climate and its action on the mind and body of man to which references have 
already been made is sufficient to account for this, without any recourse to the dreaminess of Indian philosophy and religions to 


* Archaeological Survey of India, Report for 1862-63, I. p. 240. I % Lubke’s History of Art, I., p. 86. 

t Winkelmann’s History of Ancient Art, p. 160. 
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Group. 


which European authors are so apt to refer everything Indian. The temper x>f nations, the outcome of the climate 
they live in, is a much more potent influence in such cases than religion, which itself is governed and moulded by 
it.' It controls alike their aspirations in a future world as well as in this. The Valhalla of the Scandinavians, the Paradise of 
Muhammad, and the Indra’s heaven of the Hindus, are all manifestations of climatic influences on the mind of man. And such 
influenced are all-powerful,oh ordinary life and enjoyment. In northern climes; where active exertion is a sine qua non of 
existence, wrestling, hunting, and fighting, games involving violent exertion, and scenes' depicting* warfare, are the most 
delightful. \The highest effort of the poet is directed to war-songs, tho noblest form of tlie dramatic art is tragic, and some of 
the finest specimens of tho pictorial and plastic art exhibit tho most stirring scenes of life. In India, on tho other hand,, 
the heat and enervating action of the climate for nine, months in the year, render all exertion unpleasant, and life must, 
therefore, be more tranquil and seasoned with easy enjoyment. Music and singing and chess constitute the means of amuse¬ 
ment ; poetry sings of love ; and the drama prohibits the exhibition of tragic scenes „on tho stage. It is but natural , therefore, that 
art here should take an easy, soft, voluptuous tone, very different from . thatwdiich is most gratify ing in high latitudes. In the 
early states of Indian society, when the Aryans had not yet lost their trans-Himalayan energy and vigour, the heroic in art 
and literature readily recommended itself to them, but in the seventh century of the Christian era, on the sea-board of Orissa, 
the case was otherwise. 

There is also a propriety in the proportion of tho different figures of a group in Orissa which we look for in vain in 

Egypt. Except under peculiar circumstances, such as that of fitting in a narrow tall niche a 
group which requires more breadth than heighth, or in representations of attendants on 
gods where the attention of the beholdor has to be concentrated exclusively on tho principal figure, tho enormity is never 
committed, as in the land of the Pharaohs, of making tho king many times larger than his attendants. The relation to 
each other of the different individuals of a group in close union, or in a long procession, or in a narrative scene, — i. e . of 
the individual to the community,—has been to a great extent borne in mind, and perspective is everywhere attempted to be 
preserved, though not always successfully. Of four-footed furniture the hind legs are always shown, and receding lines and 
angles follow to a certain, though small, extent the laws of perspective. 

In the delineation of drapery, Orissan artists have also displayed much greater proficiency than those of the ancient schools 

with whom I have hitherto compared them. The Egyptians wore, as already shown, tho 
most defective in this respect. Anything like a graceful fold is nowhere to be met with in 
their works. The most colossal figures of sovereigns and other great men, such as that of Asymandyas at Thebes, appear all 
but nude, having nothing more on their persons in the way of dress than a strip of cloth round the waist reaching a little 
below the middle of the thigh. On many females of rank a lino across the- legs and another near the neck indicate the limit 
of the dress, but its texture is nowhere else visible, and the figures, to all intents and purposes, are naked. The tunics on soldiers 
aro indicated by two oblique lines on tho sides, but nothing like a fold appears anywhere. The sculptures of Assyria are 
equally defective in this respect, though the ornamentation on then cloth is more carefully shown than in Egypt. The 
most ancient specimens of Greek art are in this respect no better. Taking, for instance, the sculptures in the temple at 
Assos, now in the Museum of the Louvre in Paris, or the Metope from Selinus, representing Perseus and Medusa, now in the 
Museum at Palermo, or the seated figure of Minerva found at Athens and preserved at the Acropolis, or the statuos from 
Miletus,'nowin the British Museum, the -drapery a£p N e.ars, an a.rudo symbolical style, without any attempt at imitation of 
natural, folds. s If the object of drapery be, “ not fully to,conceal the body, nor to disfigure its outline and structure, but to 
harmonise in its -folds with the form and organisation of the body, and 'with the gracS of its movements, clinging to it and 
receiving from it ‘its law, just as in music the instrumental accompaniment follows the melody which the human voice gives 
foi*tli,’ ,: —in skbrt, v if it be intended as an adornment, and not a cloak, al\ the three nations named, viz., tlie Egyptians, 
Assyrians, and the Greeks of the 6th century B. C., failed to employ it in its true character. Orissan artists, oy.tiie other 
hand, worked differently, and took considerable pains in most of their more finished works to display the folds of dreSs with' 
every, regard to nature ; and the success they attained in this branch of art was not" small. The folds of the turban, 'the move¬ 
ment iii the floating ends of the chadar orliymation, the plaited fronts of the dJiuti, ox/conohd, the Folds of skirts- of tunics arid 
jama, as also tlie wrinkling of cloth tied round the waist, and of sleeves,' are .all delineated with care, and bespeak an 
artistic knowledge and capacity in many respects superior to those of tho ancient schools.’ 

In the formation of the idols of gods the proportions laid down in tho S ilpa.S'astra seem to have been generally, but 

neither invariably nor very strictly, observed. According to the Mfinasara, the. entire 
length of a figure from the crown to > the lieels should be divided into a. hundred and one 
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parts,* and these are taken as the units of measure by which the proportions of the other parts of the composition should be 
regulated. The thighs, according to this authority, “ should measure two heads, or twice twelve parts in length. The 
knee-caps should be of the same size as the ears, and the legs equal to the thighs. The foot should be as high as the knee¬ 
caps, and slightly arched.- Its length from the heel to the end of the great toe should be sixteen mstants. The arm of 
twenty-four instants is reckoned the most appropriate. The elbow should measure two instants, and the forearm eighteen 
fingers. The hand to the end of the middle finger should be ten instants. The face should include eleven parts, and the 
neck four parts, or the same as the shoulder from the root of the arm- or the expanse of the knee. The upper extremity should 
measure thirty-six fingers. Twenty instants for the chest from axilla to axilla is the most appropriate; and fifteen for the 
waist before the navel. The expanse of the hip should be thrice seven instants ; and of the waist above it nineteen. The 
upamula (?) should be twelve instants wide; the liip-joint ten and-a-half, and the top of the legs seven and-a-half; its middle 
six, which will be continuous for four instants; and its lower end three and-a-half. The heel should be four and-a-half fingers. 
The foot should measure eleven instants. The forepart of the foot should be five instants, but the part along the great toe, 
should be four instants; the toe itself should be two instants long, and the nail half an instant wide; the second toe should 
be as long as the first; the third, fourth, and fifth, should successively be three, two and-a-lialf, and two instants, respectively, 
or seven, six, and five barley corns, and the nails halves thereof. The-middle of the arm should be seven instants, as also 
the elbow. The mid-forearm should be four instants, and the wrist three instants. The expanse of the palm at the beginning 
should be six fingers, and its end five fingers, the length of the palm should be six fingers. The middle finger should, likewise, 
be six fingers long, and the two on its two sides five and-a-half fingers each. The thumb and the little finger should not 
exceed half the length of the middle finger. Six barley-corns, seven barley-corns, and six barley-corns, should be the thick¬ 
nesses of the thumb and the fingers respectively.’t 


The measurements may he thus tabulated— 

Instants. Decimals. 


Total length,. 101 

Thigh, . 

Leg, .... 

Foot, .. 

Arm, . 

Elbow, ... 

Forearm,. 18 

Hand,. 10 

Face,. 11 


24 

24 

16 

24 

2 


1*000 

0*237 

0*237 

0*158 

0*237 

0*019 

0*178 

0*099 

0*108 


Instants . Decimals . 


Neck, . 4 

Shoulder, . 4 

Upper extremity, . 86 

Chest (width), . 20 


Waist (ditto),. 

Hip, upper part (ditto), 
Hip, lower part (ditto), 

Hip, joint (ditto), . 

Leg, breadth,. 


15 

19 

21 

10* 

n 


0*039 

0*039 

0*356 

0*198 

0*148 

0*188 

0*207 

0*103 

.0*074 


* The term used is tara or tala, i. e., an instant, it being borrowed from 
the measure of time in music, very much in the same way in which European 
artists use the word minute for a similar purpose, and reckon the size of parti¬ 
cular members of the body by so many heads, parts, and minutes. The word 
angula, or the breadth of the thumb, is apparently employed as an equivalent 
of Ula , but to prevent misapprehension I have, in the paraphrase given above, 
used the word finger : a literal translation is scarcely needed, 
f vnaiT^f i 

irrwTOmfiwP* ii 
7Tf*rtf wrapntf i 

suer ^ u 

wrsrmfti' i 
xj w?t ii 

mrhrt* ii 

fwii q^mrs^qr ci*it ii 

■‘TTl’flTq II 

* * * fTTT ^ 

vpnfw " 


v* W fkum U wfrqpl* *** 11 

iSTfPHWT II 

qft^tfq*nT ii 
*nmfjraf ^ q^m qq^fa sth ^ i 

fg-q^f w t fir* i 

fWt wrcq i 

’q rl^’ ^ II 

STTpt ^qf fPST I 

^ ii 

^ qr^rnr'fTTTqJTTT^ i 
cnsftq toNS ^ ii 

qrlq^giT^ i 

<Clq II 

qfc^tf^q^ ii 
Otwt qr«iT^ I] 

Asiatic Society’s MSS. No. 59. 
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Leg, middle, . 

Leg, lower end,.: 

Heel, .. 

Foot, . 

Great toe from metatarsus, 

Great toe, . 

Second toe,. 

Third toe, .. 

Fourth toe,... 

Fifth toe, . 

Arm, middle,.. 


Instants. Decimals. 


Instants. Decimals. 


0-059 

Elbow, . 



CO 

•034 

Forearm, middle, . 


\J \J\JO 

0-039 

H 

•044 

Wrist,. 


0-029 

11 

0-108 

Palm, breadth (beginning),. 

6 

0-059 

4 

0*039 

Ditto, (end), . 


0-049 

2 

0-019 

Ditto, length,. 


0-059 

4 

0-039 

Middle finger, . 


0-059 

3 

0-029 

Index finger, ... 

5| 

0-054 


0-024 

Ring finger, . 


0-054 

2 

0-019 

Little finger, . 


0-029 

7 

0-068 

Thumb, . 


n.Don 

rs noticed 

not being gr\ 

ren, the definitions of some of these 

measurements are 


clear, but as far as they are intelligible and definable, they show that the measures given are fair averages of the human body, 
except in the length of the arm which appears to be excessive, and this, I strongly suspect, is due to an error in the MS of 
the Manasara, a very corrupt one,-—I have at hand to consult; as it does not correspond with the total length of the upper 
extremity subsequently given. It might, however, be the measure of the perfect upper extremity reaching as low as the knee 
which, according to one of the occult sciences ensures to its possessor universal sovereignty; the subsequent measure being 
ordinary. The palm of the hand, the thumb, and the index and the little fingers are also made a little shorter than they should 
be. These rules regarding the arm and the finger are, however, except in the case of a few Buddhist statues, never strictly 
followed; and even as regards them, the adherence to the rules is far from being universal. A large copper statue found at 
Sultanganj and now deposited in the Manchester Museum, is the most longimanous of its kind, but it has not its arms quite 
so long as described in the Sllpa S'astra. 

Its dimensions are— 


Ft. 


In. 

3 

6 

0 

3 


H 

10 

0 

0 

7 

4 

6 

0 

0 


I rom the top-knot on the crown of the head, along the back to the edge of the heel,. 7 

I rom ditto, along the front to the sole of the foot under the instep, . 7 

Round the head, . 0 

Top-knot, ..;. q 

From bottom of top-knot to forehead,. q 

Length of face from forehead to chin,.. 0 

From chin down to waist,. 2 

From waist to sole of foot, .. ^ 

Round the breast, ..... ^ 

Across the shoulders,. 9 

From shoulder-joint to elbow, .”. 

From elbow to wrist,. 

From wrist to end of middle finger, . 

Foot, from heel to end of second toe, .... 

‘ The above measurements were taken with a common tape without any reference to the principles followed by artists in 
the calculation of the relative proportions of the different parts of the human figure. They disclose, however, some curious 
facts; thus, omitting the top-knot formed of a collection of hair on the crown of the head, we find that the total length of t! 
figure (7 feet) is to the head (12| inches), as to 1 or in the language of artists 6 heads, 3 parts, 9 minutes, instead 
of the usual standard of 8 to 1 , and also considerably under that of the antique statues. In the Hercules, the Apollo an 1 t .1 
Laocoon, the length of the body varies from 7 heads, 2 parts, 3 minutes to 7 heads, 3 parts, 7 minutes. The tallest tat 
known is that of Mirmillo, and it measures '8 heads. The length of the fathom, again, which, in Europe is reckoned lo bo 
the same as the height, is in our statue fully one-third more. This is owing, no doubt, to the belief common in IndiaTat 
the simian peculiarity of the hands reaching down to the knees is an emblem of divinity and universal sovereignty It i s wo 
of note, however, that in a table published by Dr. Emil Schlagintweit in his recent work on Tibetan Buddhism, the f-itho ^ 
of BrAlimans of Upper India is represented to be greater than the length of their body, and the Bhots have the same peculiariT 
in a greater degree. It is remarkable also that the latter make Buddhas and Bodhisattvas have shorter fathoms than Teh 
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v 

genii and dragslieds. The increase in the fathom is effected by an inordinate prolongation of the hands, leaving the arm and 
forearm less than their natural proportions as compared to those of Indian Br&hmans, of Bhots, and of Bhotanese idols; hut 
somewhat longer than the European standard of 1 head, 2 parts, and 3 minutes to the arm, and 1 head, 1 part, and 2 minutes 
to the forearm. The foot, according to modern artists, should be one-sixth of the body, but in the statue this has been 


Foot, 

Knee 

Face, 

Breas 

Arm, 

Neck, 


md not the squat Bliot for liis model.’* 

The proportions of Khrtikeya in the Great Tower, 

Ft. In. 

are as follow :— 

Decimals. 


. 6 

0 

1-000 


. 2 

4 

0-388 

crown to nayol, .. *. 

. 2 

10 

0-472 


. 3 

2 

0-527 


. 3 

8 

0-611 


. 1 

8 

0-277 


. 0 

11 

0-152 


. 1 

8 

0-277 

to lupj y trochanter ••• ••<••• •••••• ••• ••• ••• •• 

. 0 

11 

0-152 


.. 2 

4 

0-388 

tj shoulder to shoulder ^ •••••• •••••• 

0 

6 

0-083 


. 0 

2\ 

0-034 


Putting the rule of the Manasara, and the proportions of the Sultiinganj Buddha and the Bhuvanes'vara Kartikeya by 
the side of a table published in Mr. Emil Schlagintweit’s work on Buddhism, J have the following 


Total height.. 

Head, . . . 

Periphery round the forehead, 

Length of fathom, . 

Do. Arm, . 

Do. Forearm,. 

Do. Hand,. 

Do. Foot, .. 


Rule 

in 

Manasara. 

Kartikeya at 
Rhuva- 
nes'vara. 

'Buddha 

from 

Sultanganj. 

Brahmans 
of Upper 
India. 

Bhots. 

Buddhas, 
Bodlii-Sattvas 
of Tibet. 

Dragslieds, 
Genii, Lamas, 
of Tibet. 

1000 

1-000 

1-000 

1-000 

1000 

1*000 

1*000 

0108 

0152 

0119 

0145 

0T49 

0*166 

0-160 



0-285 . 

0-322 

0-345 

.0350 

0*420 


* 

1-342 

1025 

1069 

1*080 

1*117 

0-237 

v 0-250' 

0-214 

.0-433 

'6*451 

0*449 

0-430 

0-178 


0142 

0165 

.0104 

0*149 

0155 

0118 


• 0*142 

0107 

0*110 

0*110 

0110 

0108 

0-152 

0-148 

0-144 

0*145 

0*140 

0-144 


~ The disparities observable, under the different heads of the above are so great that I cannot in any way 

reconcile them. It should be noticed, however, that even in classic art the disparities are also glaring. Bearing 

also in mind the caprice of nature and of artists, the changes which the human form undergoes from infancy to 
oW aire an d in different nationalities, climates, habits, and professions, as also the exigencies of art, it must 

be 'ia'dLked that such measurements cannot be fixed by any ideal standard, nor can any deduction of material 

importance 'be ''drawn horn them. This much, however, may be said that the human figures appear generally 
tube well proportioned; their hands and feet are small, the arms are in keeping with the body, and the lower limbs are 
divested of tlie great length so ungainly and peculiar to the aboriginal -form. In several figures which I have measured, the 
feet are, all but exactly, one-sixth of tlm body, and the hand two'-fifteeftths. The feminine hands are generally very small, 
and the fingers light and taper. In human statues the: second toe is.in many instances somewhat longer than the great toe. 

The great bulk of the sculptures in Orissa are in low relief, showing from one-eighth to one-fourtli of the round. Some 
V* v are in high relief or alti-rilievi, representing’ more than three-fourths of the round at- 

Relief. tached to a back ground ; while a few ■ are entirely round. Most of the figures of gods, are 

of the last description. On friezps the nature and exigencies of architecture do not admit of other than bassi-rilievi, the high-. 

* v V * 'Author's paper on the Buddhist Remains of SuMnganj in tlie Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, XXX. 
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est parte of the different figures being on one level; but in niches, both attached and isolated figures are arranged on different 
ev e s and heights, so as to secure such a distribution of light and shade as to produce some amount of aerial perspective. This 

trait bespeaks a considerable advance in the theoiy and practice of the plastic art, which the Egyptians and the Assyrians 

never reached. Among the Greeks too, says Dr. Liibke, “ the relief is restricted to one uniform level, and to the represent- 
ation of only two figures side by side.”* 

In % ™ 0t S 0 ' 1 ’ “ i g0dd ““ “ ““»• “ “ “ »*■« P”‘» of M». *k. W ey.W,, the lip., 

Colour. are the P"* 8 whlch aro generally painted; the colour of the rest of the body being left to be 

represented by that of the material of which the figures are made. In metallic figures 
» . 1.0 touted to the «teot; but in w.od.n .tatoe, the whele i, very thickly prioted, or ° 

to covet the Jnginal m.ton.l. To tvtot ex.eu. .hi, rule ™ followed in the «tth, e off of soulptu „, it „ imp J_ 

ble now to determine. A basso-nlievo hoMom.u in the Dancing Hall of the Greet Tower ot i, pdnlo d ,.11 

ZllZ r fTj J a ““ ne ° !a “ “ T ™ P, ‘’' BOt WilU ‘ h0 “ «“» “ ""““8 to show the. 

too levrd, Ptofujiou of sculptured o„« m ente which ere to be me. with i, every pert of Orh», over bod e„y printing „„ 

’ ”7 T , ““7 ° 00k “° d cn,nn ) r - ,h « ibopotrecews of „i.,l„i,-to Hod trace, of pigment,, but found 

none, end the »*» of fomhod etotu.,, who.har placed indoor, or on tho outride, bear „o of over having been printed 

1 b “ P "”“7 “ are hitecturri and ornaraont.l toriptorae were not ,ct off with paint. It .hould b. added 

however, tint. the halt of thoee toulptura, have been erpotod to tropical rate, for near tw.lv, hundred yea,,, and « i, tot ,e 
now to expect any trace of paint on them, even if they ever had any. 

In describing the merits of Orissan art I must not forget to notice the despicable taste which the artists have displayed 7 

Obscenity. ^ making some of their figures most disgustingly obscene. By this I do not refer to their 

• ,. .. + _ llU f ty ’ **’ “ jUStIy 0bsery0d by pr0feSS0r Llibko > “ tho task of scu Iptui'e is to conceive man 

ns full natural beau y. Hence the nude figure in its strictest sense is required. The perfect harmony and beauty of tho 

whole can only be displayed in the unclothed form.” This canon has been more or less accepted by artiste and men of taste 
m every age and clime, and the Unyds have rather evinced a true sense of. tho proper sphere of sculpture by chiselino- the nude 
and not thereby given offence to good taste, f But they have added thereto certain licentious representations which do imt admit of 
description. I heir number is small, and they by no means enter into the general scheme of ornamentation of the temples • but 
too,, .hoy «,o, end thou .uutonc. cunnot but off,, . vjoleut ehock to dl modern ,e,„e of propriety ora, dtriou.y, 

many earned paiufite^t un, as to why such offensive figures had been allowed to desecrate the sanctuary of the Divinity • but 
they could tell me nothing worth hearing. In oneinstance obscenityin a temple has been accounted foron the supposition of itsl.e 
ingexpiatory. In a note on Kajraha with reference to Rashiduddfn’s mention of that town, Sir Henry Elliot statesthat “in the 
Prithviraj Rayasa mention is made of a Brahman woman, Hemavatf by name, who had committed a little faux pas with the moon in 
human shape, and, as a self-imposed punishment for her indiscretion, held a Bandtl jag, a part of which ceremony consists in sculo 
tunng indecent representations on the walls of temples, and holding up one’s foibles to the disgust and ridicule of the world ”t 
Ike story occurs in the 1st Canto of the Benares MS. of Chand, and in Mr. drowse’s translation of it,§ mention is made of the 
Bhandava sacrifice, but without any allusion to indecent representations on temples, and lean nowhere find a description 
o the ceremony m any Sanskrit work. Possibly there may be some authority for it, and the obscenity on Hemavatfs temple 
at kharpnpur or Kajraha might be accounted for on the supposition that she wished to expiate her fault by a disgustingly 
public confession But it is scarcely to be supposed that all the principal sculptured temples of Orissa owe their Indent 
ornaments to a like cause, and I am disposed to think that the explanation is more ingenious than true Tf • 7 

probable that the indecent figures on the old Central Indian temples were due to the saL cause ^ pr« ^ 
nssa. What that cause was, it is difficult now to say with perfect certainty. A vitiated taste aided by general prevalence 
o immoral i y might at first sight appear to bo the most likely one; but I cannot believe that libidinousness however 
depraved, weuld ever think of selecting fanes dedicated to the worship of God, as the most appropriate for its man festatten 
for it is worthy of remark that they occur almost exclusively on temples and their attached porches, and never on enelosD 
walls, gateways and other non-religious structures. “ Our ideas of propriety,” according to Yoltaire, “ lead us to suppose that 
a ceremony (like the worship of Priapus), “ which ap pears to us so infamous, could only be invented by licentiousness • but 

# History of Sculpture, I. p. 3. 

t If of the two Venusca by Praxiteles, the originator and great master of 
the sensuous style of rich voluptuous beauty, the citizens of Oxus decided to take 
tho draped figure, as the more modest of the two, the people of Cnidos refused 

17 


to give up tho nude one, the renotvnod Cuidian Venus, even to ransom their cite 
from foreign conquerors. ^ 

J Muhammadan Historians, I., p. 

§ Journal As. Soc. XXXVII., Pfc. I., p. 121. 
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r it ii impossible to beliov* * * § that depravity of manners would ever have led among any-people to the estahlesliinent ol lejigioaa _ 
emomonios. ' It is -probable, on the contrary, that tin, customwa, fat introduced in time, of .imptaty -that fa first thong . 
was to honor the deity-in theaymbol of life, which jt 1ms give, us ; such a ceremony may have ended l.eentmns n.m m J 
youths, and have appeared ridiculous to, m» o< ^cation in, ».» tofined, mere and moto enhgh^d>m«,, 

« never ha. it, origin in such' feelings. Beaidee, .vicious propensities have, in Indm, been everywhere and at * tnn. 
most emphatically dencuneed, and there ismo «eed known in this country which does not condemn it;as hatefel. 

the gulion, therefore, to suppo«ha, a^nptot: prevalence of vice would of ifeclf, without‘heauthor^ msfe and 

scriptures,-'suffice to lead to the' defilement of t^appl*; A religion., ..natron for rt must be .ought, and fh,, IIbeheve, 
occurs in the fact of most of the tomplc.on^hich'th. pfendvefigare. » show, being dedicated to V, 

■ of the phallic emblem. Free, a very'earty period in the history of relig. 0 ., the phall.c element ha. hold a prominent place 
' in the mind of man.-. Most of the lcading.'rpligipos of the anei.nt world-the Egyptian, tiro Chaldean, the toyr.an, and 
the Mosmc-mranifestod it in some form or other; and in primitive unsophisticated states of society when ^>lo*OP^» 
conceptions' of 'the mystery of generation « M not yet given to the varieu. part. and member, of the -human body, those 
name, whirl, constitute the special vocabulary of obtoeni.y of the present day, numy symbol. 

only held inoffensive, but earned,» and their. presence on ancient monument,, therefore, cannot be a matter p . 

Aecbrdinv to Dulaure the symbolic «gur. cried in, procession during the festival of Omm and Isis, {is vara—S .va, and h,s 
'consort M) was a representation of - the,- phallus of the bull-. In the Old Testament, allus.cn » made to Jewish w.nmn 
manufacturing phalli of gold and of silver, t In an interesting memoir on the worship of S.va ,n Europe ,n former tine 
Professor Holmboe cite, an extmet horn an ancient history of King St. Olaf, who intioduced Christianity.« Norway, in wine 
mention is made of a pagan family residing in the province of Nordland, “ ,ui ademit le ling, d un chevid, ,u on avail tad 
mai, dent on.valt c.paervf le voretrum. tm mb. cette pita, pnaa.it de main on m.innon soulement parm. P—” 2 
l b famille mais encore parmi lea h&tes qui pussent 6tro presents, chaqu ’un rfeitait un verset en ddhvrant 1ide e 
autre ”$ ’ In one of the apartments of the great palace at Karnak, there.are several figures representing “ une offran o uu 
' heros Egytien A la graude divinitA de ThAbes au DieuregAnArateur caractAnsA par le metnbre vrnl en Erection, § ap rese 
' ' are repeated in the interior of its great granite Propylon and. other places. In obscenity they are scarcely mfenor to the works 

^ ^ These and^mumerable other instances which .could be easily multiplied, were it worth while, suggest Qonclusion 
- that the public exhibition of the phallus in the early ages had nothing in rt winch partook of indecency. 

connected with it were of a reverential kind. When Abraham, as mentioned in Genesis, m asking his servant to 
take a solemn oath, makes-him lay his hand ‘under his thigh,’ it was that he required as a token o Ins sincerity his 
nlacino- his hand on the most revered part of his body ; as, at the present day, a man would place Ins hand on lnsbeart 
•| in or dor to evince his sincerity. Jacob, when dying, makes his sen Joseph perform the same act. A similar custom is still 
['retained Among the Arabs. An Arab, in taking a solemn oath, will place his hand on his membrum virile in attestation 
oniis sincerity ”r Thousands uponthousands-of Mus-men, women, and children-visit the Onssan temples every year, 
they undertake long and tedious journeys in the most inclement of Indian seasons; undergo the greatost privations tq have 
" a sihf of them ; and return home with the firmest conviction that they have by the pilgrimage freed themselves of all he 
' sins "without even indulging in the merest shadow of an idea, that there is, any thing improper or indecorous m all that -they 
3; In The whole to them is a mystery-a mystery of ancient.times hallowed by age and enveloped in evexything that 
kTpure and holy,-and none attempts to lift the veil, and pry into secrets, or‘their causes, wHch lus for cent™ 

left untouched. You may point out the offensive character of the representations before him, and create a cloud of anxiety 
and uneasiness in his mind, but it is only a passing cloud that soon melts away before the fervour of his faith. . 

• Looking to these facts I am induced to believe .that the offensive figures are due to a desire to typify a religious i ca, 

and not to ^ inherent vicious taste in the artistsU or their employers. It was not “ to incite, excite, or gratify the lower 
feelings of the public,” “ to lower ait to unworthy purposes by objectionable representations,” but to symbolize a religious idea, 


* Dulaure’s Histoire abreg^e de differens Cultes, II. 3^. 

f Ezekiel xvi. 17 • 

t Journal As. Soc. XXXYI., p. 182.. 

§ Description de 1’ Egypte, Yol. III.', Plates 36 and 47. 

II Journal of Anthropology, No. I., July 1870, p. cxl. • 

' m By tliis remark it is not at all my Wish altogether to exonerate the artists 
from some pruriency of imagination. Few artists of note have been above it. 
Even the renowned Phidias succumbed to it when he carved nude females 


resting in a pronate position on supine youths on the throne of his glorious 

Olympian Jupiter—a work of art, which according to the Stoic Epictetus, “ it 
was still considered a misfortune for any of his contemporaries to die without 
having seen.” "What the figures represented is not positively known. Accord¬ 
ing to Pausanias they were Sphinxes seizing Theban youths ; others took them 
to he Hercules and Theseus fighting with Amazons ; hut whatever they might 
have been, they were certainly not in very, decent positions. 
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that the offensive sculptures were carved; and this was done without any perception of their offensive character. This is the 
more apparent m the circumstance of all the other ornaments being chaste, and their disposition thoroughly artistic, 
d endnls and young leaves, flowers and fruits, pretty birds and pet animals, young children and youthful maidens,-the most 
graceful objects in nature,-have everywhere been selected for ornamentation, and they have been so combined as to 
produce the most striking effects. They have been, perhaps, more profusely employed than the classic taste of the Grecians 
woukl have permitted; but the accumulations being harmonious are not displeasing, and the main object being mag¬ 
nificence^ they could not well be avoided. It maybe added also that no object has anywhere boon represented which 
is not calculated to inspire a sense of beauty in the beholder. The Romans made a grave mistake in this respect by placing 
s u, s o men and oxen with cross bones between their triglyphs as objects of beauty. Long association may have altogether 
deadened the repulsiveness of those objects to the European eye, but as Buskin pointedly observes, « Wo may keep a° skull 
besides us as long as we please; we may overcome its repulsiveness; we may render ourselves capable of perceiving many 
qualities of beau y about its lines ; we may contemplate it for years together if we will, it and nothing else; but wo shall not 
ge ourselves o think as well of it as of a child’s fair face.”* Nothing of the kind occurs in Orissan temples. Grotesque forms 
and unnatural combinations are not uncommon, but they are by no means more obtrusive than in Greek or Roman art, and if 
the religious element and its monstrous conceptions could bo eliminated, there would be little that would be disagreeable or 
unpleasant. It is worthy of remark also that at Blmvanes'vara this religious element is not particularly prominent; and the 
bulk of the ornaments have been copied from nature, and arranged with considerable study and refinement of taste. 

In carving the ornaments, the Orissan artists folh»4d the Assyrian plan of working in situ, and not the Egyptian one 

Carving »»of preparing the sculptures in their ateliers, and then fixing them in their proper places. 

. . . , Th ° t6mplea WC1 '° &st built with a casill 8- of carefully dressed ashlars, the largest blocks 

being placed where large statues were to be carved, and the sculptures traced and cut after the buildings were completed 

This is evident from the number of tracings existing on temples which circumstances afterwards prevented the artists 
from cutting and finishing: this plan was also followed in the ornamentation of the Sarnath Tower and the BliiM Tope. 
Tins doubtless must have entailed stupendous labour, but it minimised the risk of injury to finished works. Three lions 
on the shaft of the Kondrak Temple measure eighteen feet in length each, and were originally placed at a height of over sixty 
feet above the level of the surrounding country. In rough block each of them must have weighed over ninet/tons, and when 
being lifted to their places they must have been subjected to an amount of rough usage, which could never have spared the 
integrity of any carved work. In the case of ornamental bands and small bas-reliefs, the risk of injury, it is true, was not 
great; but in the absence of cement, it was necessary for the sake of strength and solidity in the temples to adopt the course 
under notice. The rule, however, did not apply to the images of gods in the sanctuaries, and also to some of the more finished 

statues in niches, which were evidently first carved in the shops of the artists, and afterwards removed to the places designed 
for them. & 

Reference has been made above to the copper statue of Buddha found at SuMnganj.f It is the largest metal figure of ancient 
Toreutic Art. times that has come under observation in this country. In artistic execution it is in no 

way inferior to the ordinary run of stone statues of Buddha found at Behar, Sarnath, and other 
places in Northern India, showing that the people at the time were as competent in carving in stone as in modelling and 
moulding. But the most remarkable circumstance in connexion with it is the evidence it affords of the capacity of the people 
m melting and casting copper in such large quantities as to produce figures seven feet four inches in height. So extraordinary 
and improbable did this circumstance appear to some of the European officers of the East Indian Railway Company, when the 
figure was discovered, that they took it to be of Birmingham manufacture sent out to this country for sale. There is, however, no 
doubt now about its Indian and ancient origin. Other figures of copper have been found, and there is ample proof in ’tho 
ancient copper weapons of war that that metal was largely worked by the people of former times. It must bo added, however, 
that on the whole, copper was never very largely used in the fabrication of statuary, and bronze never, that alloy bein’- held im¬ 
pure. Brass is more readily melted; it has a more attractive colour; it takes a finer polish, and is firmer, more malleable,less liable 
to rust, and more easily wrought than copper. It has, therefore, been generally preferred as a material for ornamental figures. 
In the formation of the statues of gods, it is also very largely employed; but in such cases it is alloyed with small quantities 
of six other metals, viz., gold, silver, iron, tin, lead, and mercury, making, with the copper and zinc of brass, eight, which is 
esteemed the purest alloy and prized very highly as ashtadhatu. Statuettes of pure gold or silver were also made, and in the 
S'fistras much praise is bestowed on those who worship idols made of them; but no authentic ancient figure of tho precious 


# Modem Painters, II., 30. 


| f Ante pa^e 61, and the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, XXXIII., 3G0. 








metals lias come to my notice- The Tantras recommend lingams made of mercury as the most sacred ; but I have seen none, 
and know not' how the metal was manipulatedprobably it was used in the form of an amalgam with lead or tin. In Orissa 
the metal figures of gods and goddesses are mostly of brass, and a few of ashtadhfitu. • They have been made by being first cast 
in moulds, and afterwards finished by chiseling and filing. The large figure of Lakshami in the Great Temple of Puri affords 
the best specimen of its kind, and figures from 1 to 2 feet in height are met with in some of the minor temples. But, generally 
speaking, thb'execution of metallic figures of the Uriyas is inferior to the better specimens of their stone sculpture, and the size of 
^ucli figurps is generally so small that they are not worthy of any lengthened notice as specimens of the toreutic art. Nothing 
need'also be said of legends on coins, inasmuch as no indigenous coin of an ancient date has yet been found in Orissa. Metallic 
figures -havo been little employed for ornamental purposes, except as feet for thrones, stands for lamps, and for other articles 
of domestic use., But in their case the execution is of a very primitive kind. 

The researches of James Prinsep have clearly demonstrated that some of the Hindu princes of the first century of the Christian 
era borrowed their numismatic devices from the Bactrian Greeks. They failed, however, to preserve the beauty of the 
original designs, and in a few centuries so entirely debased them as to render them irrecognisable. To what extent this 
importation of the art of die-sinking reacted on Indian toreutic art generally it is impossible now, in the utter absence of 
authentic, ancient, dated specimens, to determine. The only work of real value known is the Sultanganj Buddha ; but it 
has no date on it. Probably it is from sixteen to eighteen hundred years old ; and such as it is, it has no trace whatever in its 
composition of Greek art. None of the metal figures of gods and goddesses in ancient temples now extant, can confidently 
be said to be of a greater age than a thousand years: the great majority of them are about half that age; and their forms 
are strictly. Indian. 

Of* , plastic art, a few specimens have beon from time to time met with towards the North-Western frontier, 

which bear more or less traces of Greek character on them. Some time ago a few 
Origin of Indian plastic art. images were found in the Eusufzai country, which in style and execution seemed very like 

debased Greek works* A figure of Buddha in slate stone, found by Dr. J. G. Gerard in the ruins of an ancient town two 
miles S E. of Cabul,t is supposed by some to havo marks of genuine Bactrian formation. A stucco head found in Peshawur, 
and exhibited by Major Baker at a meeting of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, in November, 1851, was also supposed to have.the 
same character. + The peculiarities of those figures are, however, not so decidedly Greek, as to leave no room for 
question. The same cannot bo said of a remarkable piece of sculpture in red sandstone found at Mathura by the late 
Colonel L. R. Stacy, and now deposited in the Indian Museum. It represents a largo tazza, surrounded by two groups, 
of men and women. The bowl of the tazza is broken; the figures have suffered much from decay; and their faces 
have been knocked off by the iconoclastic zeal of some fanatics. Enough, however, remains of the whole to attach 
to this piece of carving peculiar interest in connexion with the history of Indian plastic art. Apparently it embodies 
the most curious mixture of Indian and foreign ideas and objects that has ever come under notice. Its material, the mottled 
red sandstone, is the same which Huvishka used in the construction of his great monastery at Mathura over nineteen hundred 
years ago, and which the Moghols employed in the erection of their forts at Delhi, Agra, and Allahabad. The Hindu 
fort of Gwalior, and the ancient temple of Govindajf at Vrindavana,. are built entirely of this stone,-and innumerable 
Hindu and plthan edifices along the banks of the Yamund attest the fact of its being an Indian material, and the sculpture 
under notice having been made in India. But a tazza, as an article of decoration, as far as there are means of judging, was 


* Journal Asiatic Society, XXI., p. G06. 

f The figure is now preserved in the Indian Museum, and is thus descri i- 
e.l in its Catalogue/* No. 840. A figure of S'Akya in tlie usual sitting posture of 
deep meditation, clothed to the neck in a thin flowing drapery; flames of sacred 
fire appear on his shoulders, and a circular glory surrounds the whole.” Cats- 
logue of Curiosities, p. 47. 

$ The following is an extract from the late Mr. Welby Jackson’s remarks 
on the same: “ The head is of a superior character in every respect; the eyes 

open and intelligent; the nose well-formed; and the nostrils open and well 
articulated ; the uppor-lip short; the lips well and sharply defined ; and the 
mouth hearing a pleasing and intellectual expression ; the head, too, is correctly 
modelled, shewing some knowledge of the art of sculpture; the ears are con¬ 
cealed by the full curls of the hair, which-hangs loosely on each side of the 
head, the curls being well and sharply executed ; on the head is a cap or fillet; 
the two sides being apparently connected by the principal band which goes 


round over the forehead ; but the upper part open, allowing the hair to appear 
and fall over the baud just above the forehead ; the sides of the cap are divided 
into lozenge-shaped projections from the surfaces, representing some kind of orna¬ 
ment ; where these sides join the band or fillet, I think something has been 
broken off j the countenance is handsome and pleasing in its expression, either 
in profile, or in full face;—the material is a dark stucco or cement, not so 
easily broken as that of Plate XIX., and of better and finer ingredients ; indeed 
the sharpness of the work is surprising, considering its antiquity. I cannot 
conjecture without more data* what or whom this head No. 2, is designed to 
represent; hut it is evidently not a Hipdu head : and on comparing it with 
the heads on the early Bactrian coins, there appears to be a great resemblance, 
in general character; sufficient to induce me to think it belongs to that period. 
The expression of the face is somewhat of a Greek cast, but it is not a pure 
Greek countenance. 



jaaSB 









\ VV;-: r'- ; 

"‘l\ 't’K 


69 

unknown in ancient India, and it may therefore be accepted as a proof, as far as such a proof can go, of the presence in India 
of foreign artists. The subject of representation on one side (obverse) of the stem of thotazza is a pot-bollied, stout man, seated 
in a wine-befuddled style on a rock, or a low stool, with his hands resting on an attendant standing on each side. 
“ The drooping of the head, the lips, and the powerless state of the limbs,” says Col. Stacy, “ give an extremely accurate 
representation of a drunken man.” For dress he has only a dhuti, negligently wrapped round his loins bolow the abdomen, 
leaving the paunch uncovered and projecting. His feet are partially mutilated; one leg is raised, the other is hanging. Round 
his head he wears a chaplet of angular-lobed leaves. The attendant on the right side is a male, dressed in a chdpkan , and having 
a square scarf tied in front of the neck by a knot, very much in the same style in which the pitha-vastras of the associates of 
Krishna are represented in the present day, and also in old sculptures. Cowherds in the North-Western Provinces tie 
their blankets also in the same way, and Indian boys, until recently, had their little chadars tied on them in the cold weather 
in a like manner. The writer of this work himself had it when a boy. Col. Stacy describes it as “ a kerchief round the neck 
with a tie in front as worn by sailors.”* General Cunningham takes it to be “ the short cloak of the Greeks.”f The 
head and left arm of the figure are mutilated; the right hand is stretched behind the central figure for its support. The 
attendant on the left side is a female, supporting the right hand of that figure on her breast. She is dressed in a 
sari, whose ample folds lie gracefully on the lower limbs, covering them to the heels. A jacket is seen over it, probably 
a kurtd, which looks like an Ionic chiton with short sleeves, but without the usual girdle. The two articles of dress 
together appear very like the double chiton with an ample and flowing cholpos ( X oAttos). It is evident, however, that the 
lower garment is not a Greek petticoat, but a sari, as the upper end of it passes diagonally over the breast and the left arm, 
whence it hangs do wn behind the body. She has no liimation or scarf over her body clothes. Her feet are covered by the 
skirt of the sari. A necklace of five rows adorns her breast, and thick heavy jewels are pendant from her ears. The face 
is mutilated. Before her stands sideways a nude boy with his right hand resting on the thigh of the central figure. Before 
the male attendant there is also a boy, standing in a dancing attitude with the right hand uplifted. The heads of the 
boys are broken. Before the principal figure, there is an Indian lotd or flagon, apparently serving the purposes of a bottle. 
On the reverse there are four figures, two male and two female, standing under an umbrageous grove whose foliage is 
made up of long, lanceolate, pinnate leaflets hanging in masses, and relieved with globular tufts (capitulums) formed 
of small flowers. The leaves can be likened to the young shoots of the Jonesia as’oka, but the flowers are more liko those 
of the Nauclea kadamla than of the former. The first figure to the right is a female, dressed in a ghdgrd much in the style of the 
female attendant already noticed, but having a narrow long chddar thrown across the body. Her feet are encased in shoes, and 
there are thick heavy rings round her ankles. Her left hand holds the hem of her mantle, and the right is in the grasp of a 
youth, who stands besides her in an amatory mood, with crossed legs, resting his left hand on her shoulders. Ho is dressed in a 
close-fitting dhadd, or janghi, which simply covers his nudity, extending only to about the middle of the thighs, but leaving his 
protuberant paunch exposed, and a scarf ox pithta-vastra tied before the neck and hanging behind the body. His feet are bare. The 
third figure is a female dressed exactly as the first, but she has elaborately-worked bangles, which cover nearly half the length 
of her forearms. Her left hand holds a lotus-bud, and the right hangs down straight by her side. Near her feet there are 
two covered vessels, one on each side. The youth who stands next to her on the extreme left, does not appear to be in 
any way interested in her. He has no shoes, and on his person is a flowered muslin cliapkan which hangs down to the knee. 
A little above his ankle there are marks showing that his nether garment is a pair of close-fitting drawers or pdyajdmd. 
All the four figures show traces of chaplets which had crowned their heads. The leaves of these crowns are angular-lobed, 
and may be taken for vine or ivy. 

Col. Stacy took the portly, seated figure to be “ Silenus inebriated,” and the whole to be (( a scone in the Bacchanalian 
festivals.” James Prinsep supported the conjecture by observing that u there can be no doubt as to the personage represented 
by the principal figure ; his portly carcass, drunken lassitude, and vine-wreathed forehead, stamp the individual; whilo the 
drapery of his attendants pronounces them to be at least foreign to India.” He had grave misgivings, however, about tho 
costume of Sildnos himself, which he thought to bo “ certainly highly orthodox and Brdhmanical.” General Cunningham does 
not notice the dhuti of the principal figure, but is disposed to side with Col. Stacy and Prinsep. Of tho figures on the reverse, 
he says: “ The Greek-clad male figure may possibly be Silenus, but I am unable to offer even a conjecture as to tho figure 

in the tunic.”J 

The arguments on which the Bacchic theory of the distinguished antiquarians is founded, are:— 1st, the general excellence 
of the sculpture; 2nd, the character of the principal figure; 3rd, the dresses of two of the male figures; 4:th, ditto of 
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the females; 5th } the vine-leaf crowns; 6//*, the foreign character of the tazza. None of these arguments, however, is such 
as to leave no room for doubt, and people in this country may well question their accuracy. 

1st. —They may very reasonably say that the first argument .involves a pcUtio principii. The question at issue is whether 
this excellent piece of carving, found in India and made of Indian material,' can be taken as a specimen of Indian art, and 
it is begged by the assertion that it cannot be Indian, because it is so. excellent. Had the' condition of Indian plastic art 
two thousand years ago in the different parts of India, and among the different classes, castes, and nations, been exactly 
known and ascertained, the case would have been'otherwise; but that being a moot question, the argument appears to be no better 
than that of the East Indian Railway officers, who said the copper Buddha of Sultdnganj (ante p.. 65) must be of Birmingham 
manufacture, because the Indians could not cast so large a statue in copper. They may also add that, superior as the character 
of the sculpture is, it has nothing in it of the Greek art of the third, or the fourth century, B. C., and James Prinsep very 
properly remarked that “ if the sculptor were a Greek, his taste had been somewhat tainted by the Indian beau ideal 
of female beauty.” . / 

2nd. —The second ar^yipent is founded dn the maudlin character of the principal figure. It presupposes that an Indian artist 
could not possibly conceive a* drunkard. But the natives may say in reply that drinking and drunkenness was very common in 
India two thousand years ago, so much so that large quantities of foreign wine had to be imported for the' gratification of the 
higher orders of tliepfcople,* and the representation of a drunkard by an Indiafi artist, therefore, is by no means a very improbable 
feat. But what is more, .one of the most favoured gods of the people, Bal&deva, was a noted drunkard, who never appeared 
before the public without being the worse for liquor, f He was of a big, burly, portly make, ill-clad, or sparingly clad, as became 
a shepherd boy, and crowned with leaves and flowers. His idols are generally represented with a drinking cup in his right hand. 
Several European scholars have very aptly nicknamed him the Bacchus of the East. He was. born in the Mathurd district, 
and an image of his in a estate of drunken lassitude, with a flagon of wine before him, cannot be taken to be other than a very 
appropriate Indian subject. With all his fondness for spirituous liquors he was, however, celebrated for his constancy, and the 
presence in the scene, therefore, of his wife, who always shared in his potations, and his two young sons, is by no means extra¬ 
ordinary, and no one will deny him an attendant to hold him up and prevent his falling from his seat. 

3rd. —The so-called u sailor’s scarf” tied by a knot in front of the neck is a veritable Indian dress of the lower orders, the 
pitha-vastfa.- It is" * especially assigned by Indian poets to Krishna and his shepherd associates. In scenes representing the 
early lives of Baladeva and Krishna, those personages are invariably dressed in the present day with this article of attire. 
It may appear like a short Greek cloak, but in reality it is not a made dress, but a square scarf tied by the two upper corners 
round the neck, and not secured by a clasp or febula. 

kth.-r-' They can urge the ferpale dress to be also Indian, and not Grecian. The so-called chiton is no other than the 
kurtd, and the under dress, a glidgrd or sari: it falls heavily down to the ground covering the feet, and is not parted on the 
thigh, exposing a part of the limb, as is so peculiar and charming in Greek sculptures. The scarf over the dress is the long Indian 
udnd, and not the square Greek himation, or pallium . The skirt of the kurtd appears a little more closely folded than is common 
in the present Jday;' but there is little in it that will make it unmistakably Grecian, and nothing else. Admitting, for the 
sake of argument/ that "this article of dress is a chiton, and not a kurtd, the natives may be disposed to ask, how is it that the artist 
assigned to Greek Bacchantes the attitude of Indian women, and loaded them with thick ankle-rings, large bracelets, heavy 
earrings, and five-rowed necklaces ? For Greek ladies of the time of the Indo-Bactrians sandals would also be more becoming 
and national than shoes which, according to the Mrichchhakataka , were common among Indian women. 

5th. —The fifth argument may be very well combated in the same way. Rude outlines of angular-lobed leaflets are by no 
means such decided indications of the character of the plant they are taken from, as not to leave a considerable margin for 
speculation. Col. Stacy took them for vine; but General Cunningham is undecided as to whether they represent vine or ivy. 
Supposing they are vine, it does not follow that the argument founded upon it becomes conclusive. Grapes and grape wine 
were very well known and in use in former times; and vine leaf may be delineated-by an Indian artist as an accessory to a 
drunken man. Were this not. the case, still Indian flora is not so poor as not to yield at least a hundred different plants' with 
angular-lobed leaves to- supply patterns for leafy crowns; indeed were it not for the association of the idea of leafy crowns with 
vine and ivy in European writers, it is doubtful if the thought of tlieir being vine or ivy - would have ever occurred from a 
• mere sight of the symbolical outlines on the figures. The readers of the HarivaUsa , the Blidgavata , and other Vaishnava works 
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know well liow frequently are crowns of wild flowers and leaves mentioned as ornaments for Baladova, Krishna, and their 
boon companions, and to Indians, therefore, the argument is of very little moment. 

6tli .—The last argument appears at first sight to be a very strong one; the Hindus wore never very foud oi tazzas, an 
such a vessol at once suggests the idea of the Greeks and the Romans. But a careful examination of the bowl ot tho vosso 
(the stem is not visible) does not show tho argument to be quite conclusive. A shallow patora-liko basin toi a fountain 
is by ho means thoroughly un-Indian. Tho people of this country have always been fond of fountains, and frequent mention 
is made of such jets d’cau, in ancient Sanskrit works; and the so-called tazza may very well be taken for the baso ot an 
unfinished fountain. The piece of sculpture is too large and heavy for a receptacle for wine; it could not bo moved about 
without the aid of several persons, levers, and cordage; and few would like to keep wine in an open shallow vessel of the land 
made of a porous stone which would absorb tho whole of its contents in a few hours. Taking these circumstances into con¬ 
sideration those who deny the Greek character of the sculpture may urge that it was intended for an ornament for a garden, 01 
a bower, to bo kept permanently fixed in an open place, and as such, it would best servo the purposes of a fountain. 

As to the subjects intended to be represented by the figures, tho oppositionists may contend the obvoiso to be a 
scene in the life of Baladeva, and the reverse, another of the same divinity, or, more probably, one of his brother Krishna 
scenes which have been endeared to the people by ten thousand different associations. To a Hindu, a figuro with crossed legs, 
dressed in a dhadd and pitha-vastra, engaged in amorous dalliance with a damsel, cannot appear as other than that ot the 
ardent lover of the milkmaids of Vrinddvana in the society of his beloved R&dhd, and tho other two as companions of tho 
love-smitten swain and his mistress. The milkpails with which' the two young shepherdesses had started from home, probably 
with supplies for their customers, but which they have laid down by their feet upon being diverted from their destination, 

bespeak their true character. The indifference with which the two figures on the left regard each other, shows clearly that they 
are mere attendants, and not active participators of the joys of the assignation. If the principal figuro bo taken for Baladeva, 
the reverse will be a scene of enjoyment, and the obverse a retribution for over-indulgence. 

There is one circumstance, however, which melts all these arguments into thin air: both the principal figures have traces 
on their chins of a curly beard, and no Hindu divinity, nor any Hindu householder or man of pleasure, has ever been repre¬ 
sented, either in poetry or in plastic art, with such an appendage to his faco. Tho Hindu S'astras have invariably and 
uniformly assigned the beard to houseless hermits and sages who have renounced tho pleasures of tho world, and there is no 
reason whatever to suppose that there was any exception, or that the sculpture is intended as a satire on a hermit. It must 
follow, therefore, that the scenes delineated are foreign, and most probably those of some passages in tho life of Silenos. Tho 
figures are decidedly Bacchic, and the beard, the cantliarus, the vine crown, and tho tazza, are very appropriate emblems and 
accessories to indicate their characters. To account for the Indian character of some of tho details, I believe the sculpture to 
be the handiwork of an Indian artist working for a Bactrian or Greek employer, just in tho samo way in which Indian artists, 
working for General Claude Martin produced tho “ Constantia” house at Lucknow, bastardising a Muhammadan building with 
corrupt Renaissance ornaments and decorations. A drawing of the design was given by tho employer, and the artist worked it out 
in tho best way lie could, with such additions and alterations as his Indian ideas of the requirements of art suggested to him. 
General Cunningham is of opinion that the sculpture was produced by a foreign artist—one “of a small body of Bactrian 
Greek sculptors who,” he conjectures, “ found ready employment for their services amongst tho wealthy Buddhists, just in 
the same way as goldsmiths and artillerymen afterwards found service with the Moghal Emperors and it is undeniablo 
that during tho supremacy of the Grmco-Bactrians in North-Western India for about a century, Greek works of art were pro¬ 
duced in a more or less debased state for Huvishka and his successors. But neither the conjecture nor tho probability suffices 
to account for the local character of so many of tho accessories of the sculpture. A Greek or Bactrian artist, working for a 
Greek or, a Bactrian, employer, would be the last person to design heavy earrings, thick anklets, five-rowed necklaces, 
Indian dhuti , Indian pdr/Mj'&nih, Indian cho.plco.us of flowered muslin, Indian cJuidciTS , and Indian shoes for a Grecian 
demi-god and his attendants. A local cause for them must bo sought, and I believe the Indian nationality of the 
artist offers the most probable solution of the difficulty, tho Greek “feeling” of tho^work being accounted for by 
the design. But whatever tho origin of this and the other works named above, there is**nothing in them, nor a tittle 
of evidence of any kind to show that they gave rise to tho plastic art in this country, or even appreciably influenced its 
character. Outlines of human forms must be, from their nature, similar wherever produced, but “ oven as in music the samo tuno 
assumes different styles under different treatment, and experts can easily make out, not only such styles, but their imitations,” 




. • MIN IST/f 



<SL 


72 


Libels against Jndfcin Art. 


so in the plastic art there are styles and their imitations which are determinable ; but as yet no'onohas noticed any unmis¬ 
takable and certain trace of a Greek or Bactrian style or imitation of it in Indian sculptures. The little that has been noticed 
in the specimens above named are peculiar to them, and them only, and not to be found in the bulk of the sculptures of this 
country, which have their own special peculiarities,—peculiarities which mark them as strictly indigenous, and perfectly 
independent of foreign art. Hence it is, I believe, that Mr. Westmacott came to the conclusion that, “ the conquests of 
Alexander the Groat do not appear to have exorcised any important influence on the art of India, by introducing new forms 
or improved principles of beauty.” Professor Liibke, who is a strong advocate of the Alexandrine theory as regards Indian 
architecture, and supposes that “ the As'oka columns point most remarkably to the influence of Western Asia,—that is, the 
Babylonie Assyrian,—which might certainly have resulted from Alexander’s march of conquest,” admits “ that if this be the 
case, still in the earlier Indian civilization of which we certainly have but few traces, distinct national forms of art must have been 
already developed, and these Buddhism immediately transformed into monumental importance.”* Mr. Ackland, in his 
“ Manners and. Customs of India” (p. 121), after adverting to the Greek character of the Hatigumphd inscription of Udayagiri,' 
explains how the Gredk record came to the country by asking himself, “ whether it is possible, that when Alexander was 
stopped by the. Afghans, any of his people ventured still further into the country, and after various wanderings, founded 
Cundaguree, as conquerors of the districts?” He also states that he had seen some Roman emblems on the sculptures there. 
But as James Prinsep lias already demonstrated the inscription to be Pali, and the careless writer, who fancied that 
Alexander’s march “was stopped by the Afghans,” has not described the particular emblems which he took to be of Roman 
origin, it is not worth while to refute his statements in detail; 

Nor is it necessary here to notice at length the libel published by Midler, in which he sees art in India, “ roaming about 

with inconstancy amidUn abundance of forms, and if it almost by accident , lights on the* simple 
and grand, is incapable of using and carrying it out as an established and recurring form of art; 
so that it is difficult to get rid of the idea that the architectonic and plastic sense in India was only awakened by impulses and 
communications of various kinds from without (probably from the Greeks or Javans), and that a nourishment was presented to it, 
which, however, it could not rightly digest ;”f nor that of his translator, who describes “ the enormous pantheon at Ellora, in the 
Ghaut Mountains, destined at the same time for the reception of a hundred thousand pilgrims,” (!) and notices in it “inverted 
acanthus capitals.” In the absence of information and accurate drawings such mistakes, perhaps, could not be prevented, and the 
writers, therefore, were to a great extent helpless. Mr. Gwilt, comparing the essential differences between Indian and Egyptian ar¬ 
chitecture, quotes a passage from the Encyclopedic methodique which says : “In Egypt, the principal forms of the building and its 
parts preponderate, inasmuch as the hieroglyphics with which they are covered never interfere with the general fcfrms, nor injure • 
tliecejffect of the whole; in India the principal form is lost in the ornaments which divide and decompose it. In Egypt, that 
winch is essential predominates; in India you are lost in a multitude of accessories. In the Egyptian architecture, even 
the smallest edifices are grand; in that of India, the infinite subdivision into parts gives an air of littleness to the largest 
buildings. In Egypt solidity is carried to the extreme; in India, there is not the slightesfappedrande of it.”J Replies to 
most.'of these objections have already been given above; but for the sake of convenience, and to show how utterly 
unfounded'and unfair this comparison is, I shall re-capitulate. some of the principal points touched upon in this chapter. 
Without at all subscribing to the. accuracy of Mr. Ruskin’s canon in which he lays down seven fundamental principles—“ the 
seven lamps” according to his fanciful style of expression—as controlling the Architect, I shall examine how far they have 
been x attended to in Orissa. The first of his seven is “Sacrifice.” It refers primarily to Biblical atonement, and 
secondarily to the “ value of the appearance of labour upon architecture.” The latter alone can concern the people of this 
country; and it may be unhesitatingly stated that no competent, honest judge, who lias.'belield the temples of Orissa; can 
for a moment deny that the principle has been one of the cardinal agencies which'governed the action of their builders. 
There is no sign whatever of labour having been anywhere shirked, but ample evidence everywhere most prominent to show 
that the most stupendous labour has been courted with a view to manifest “ the spirit' which' offers for (devotional) work 
precious things, simply because they are precious;—not as being necessary to the building, but as an offering, surrendering, and 
sacrifice of what is to ourselves desirable. ”§ ' v 

The second principle is that of “ Truth,” or the avoidance of architectural deceits, that is, “ the suggestion of a mode of 

structure or support other than the true one, or the marking of surfaces to represent spme other material than that of which 
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they actually consist/’ or the employment of ornaments which are calculated to produce a false impression on the beholder. 
NOs deception of any. such kind has been practised by the architects of Orissan temples : all their structures openly avow what 
’ they' are intended for ; every member has its use ; every ashlar ~or moulding its meaning ; no terracotta moulded figures 
supply the place of honest hard-wrought sculpture; no painting deceives tlie eye into the belief that wooden panelings are 
variegated marble ; no mark of mockery anywhere mars the beauty of truth. % 

■ Of u Power/’ the third lamp, by which massiveness as an element of architectural effect is indicated, enough has already 
hgen said in the preceding pages (pp. 35,41). There certainly does not exist in the ."“massiveness of Orissan temples that 
nakedness which removes the pyramids from the pale of architecture as a fine art; but* it is not the less remarkable. The first 
impression that the sight of an Orissan temple produces is its extreme solidity. No part of its construction appears weak, or 
insecure, or liable to be easily injured. As the visible abode of the Sempiternal Divinity, it is expressly designed to typify, 

. or symbolize, to man the idea of eternity, defiant alike of time and of the tremendous elemental commotions of the tropics. If 
• {fe parts are subdivided, or rather diversified, it is not to subdue the spirit of power, but to temper it with beauty; and I have 
no reason to suspect that those Europeans, who have studied ancient Indian temples, will for a moment bo disposed to side 
with'Mr. Gwilt, and take them to be emblems of littleness. At any rate, in Indians they inspire feelings of unity, solidity, 
beauty, and grandeur, the very reverse of what the critic named is inclined to think. • v 

The fourth canon is u Beauty,” or the disposition of architectural ornaments in the most effective, way. Of this much 
has already been said, and a few words more will follow. The fifth is “ Life,” or “ the making of an edifice the exponent 
of living things and of the men who rear it,”—a living handiwork, bespeaking the immortal spark in the architect struggling 
u towards something unattained,” and not the caput mortuum of a. dead art. This yearning for advancement, to be really 
beneficial, should be controlled by “ the Lamp of Obedience,” and so it is found in Orissa. From the time of the Great 
Tower of BliuvanesVara, in the middle of the seventh century, to that of the Black Pagoda of Kon&rak in the beginning of the 
thirteenth, the laws of the S'ilpa S astra represented the Lamp of Obedience, while “ the luxuriousness of perpetually varying 
fancy,” producing endless forms of ornaments in every possible mode of combination, bore evidence to that of life. From 
the last-named date life ebbed rapidly, and in less than a century was entirely extinct. 

Little need be said of Orissan temples as 11 Lamps of Memory”— i. e. , “ as monuments of history, conservators of old ideas, and 
relics of the past.”* Every detail on them is a living monument,—every figure—every flower—every scroll records faithfully the 
feelings, desires and aspirations, the joys and the sorrows, the religion, the habits of life, and the social condition of a by-gone age. 
They are not what Buskin calls “ the pitiful concretions of lime and clay which spring up in mildewed forwardness out of the 
kneaded fields about our capital—those thin, tottering, foundationless shells of splintered wood and imitated stone—those gloomy 
rows of formalised minuteness, alike without difference and without fellowship,” but living emblems of eternity, hoaried by age, 
and hallowed by ten thousand associations,^-pages of history in which the people of this country have read, and will read for 
centuries to come, lessons of a more endearing and stirring nature than can ever be acquired from the mist-encumbered folia of the 
bulkiest tomes. If thev fail in any one point as “ Lamps of Memory,” it is as regards political history. They bear no represent¬ 
ations of battles with) foreign foemen, no files of prisoners led in chains to swell the pageant of a mighty conqueror, no lines 
of potent kings seated in regal state, no varied groups of various nationalities to indicate the different races of men with which 
the kings of the country came in contact, such as endow the bas-reliefs and paintings of Egypt and Persia with engrossing 
interest. But it should be borne in mind that the structures on which such political representations appear are palaces and 
tombs, i. e., to use the terminology of Ruskin, “ civil” and “ memorial” edifices, and there they are most appropriate and 
becoming ; whereas those which form the subjects of this work are “ devotional,” earthly abodes raised by weak man for the 
habitation of the visible emblem of Him who is without beginning and without end, before which all men are equal, and the 
vanity and pomp of potentates melt into insignificance. Before them the sovereigns of Orissa assumed the humble title of 
“ sweepers,” and they could not venture to portray on such holy structures their own achievements and glory as sovereigns. 
Had their palaces been in existence, they would probably have shown some political bas-reliefs, but they have long since been' 
swept away by the tide of time and the inundations,*of political vandalism. 

The “ Lamp of Beauty” includes location, size, decoration, symmetry, and the disposition of light and shade. On each of 

these heads some remarks have already been made in different parts of the preceding pages 
(pp, 39, 2.8, 46 etseq.). I desire, however, to add a few words regarding the . last three. 
The excellence of decoration depends on the choice of forms, and their disposition in harmonious union. The two 
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conditions have to be equally respected, or the object is defeated. It would be a trite axiom to say, that unless the forms 
themselves be beautiful, no combination can make them so ; but it is equally true that even the most beautiful objects lose 
their effect if not appropriately arranged. The Orissans of the seventh century paid particular attention to both these conditions. 
They were, as already stated (p. 67), very choice in the selection of only what are naturally beautiful for ornaments, and they 
tried their utmost to arrange them to the best advantage. If their attempt at arrangement has not proved quite so successful 
as could be wished, it is due as much to art in India not having attained to that pitch of excellence with which European 
critics are too apt to compare it, as to national habits and local prejudices; for it must be borne in mind that, what is 
reckoned a most happy disposition according to one nation, does often appear incongruous and offensive to another. An 
apt illustration of this remark occurs in the “ Seven Lamps of Architecture.” • Adverting to the disposition of garlands, 
Mr. Ruskin observes : “ A garland is meant to be seen upon a head. There it is beautiful because we suppose it newly 
gathered and joyfully worn. But it is not meant to be hung on a wall.”* This may bo true of England, and perhaps also 
of modern Europe generally; but in India, where the universal practice is to wear garlands round the neck and not round 
the head, such a canon of taste cannot but be laughed at as absurd and ridiculous. It is usual here also to decorate houses, 
on festivo occasions, with chaplets of leaves and flowers hung all over the walls, and accordingly Indian artists have everywhere 
ornamented the necks of pillars, and the surfaces of walls with carved ornaments of the kind, and the effect instead of boing 
incongruous and offensive, is positively beautiful. The fostoons on the Corinthian frieze are also most agreeable and pleasing. 
Ideas of caricature and grotesque also differ in different nationalities, and when they are brought to bear on ornamentation, 
diversities are produced, which, though not universally appreciable, are still not on that ground faulty. In such cases all 
that can bo demanded is harmony, and this, I venture to think, is not wanting in Orissan temples. 

Symmetry may be treated under three different heads : 1st—Proportion, or the adaptation of the dimensions of the several 

parts of a thing to each other. 2nd—Respective Symmetry, or such disposition of parts as 
Respective Symmetry. tQ make tll0 0 pp 0S it e sides equal to each other. 3rd.—Uniform Symmetry , or that disposition 

of parts in which the same ordonnanco reigns throughout the whole. Regarding the first, some remarks have already boen 
made at the beginning of the second chapter. The second, at first sight, may appear to be an unnatural formality, and there¬ 
fore not an essential element of beauty. Nature does not arrange a landscape by two exactly similar halves, producing the 
same thing twice over; why should then man do so in building a house ? The argument, however, is fallacious. In a 
beautiful' landscape there is a balancing of its different parts so as to secure a considerable amount of symmetry, and artists 
study it carefully in grouping their subjects on canvas. A landscape, however, is not a single entity, but a collection of many 
objects ; and for the purposes of comparison with a house or other art creation, it is necessary that individual objects of nature 
should be selected, and not collections. If this be done it will be found that nature is particularly mindful of respective 
symmetry in the formation of animated beings. With the exception of some of the lowest forms of organization, every animal 
is externally a compound of two symmetrical halves. Those halves may be so artfully united at the mesian line as to produce 
one individual, whose double character does not become manifest until after careful study, still the double character is nowhere 
wanting; and what is more, the beauty of the form is in a great measure dependent upon it. Take away an eye or an arm 
from the’finest figure, and its beauty is at once destroyed; even the alteration by a hair’s breadth of one side of the most 
exquisitely shaped mouth will induce an amount of deformity not easy to bo defined. And what is true as regards the 
human form, is equally so in works of art, for imitation of nature forms the cardinal principle of beauty in art, and she 
advances towards perfection the more closely she copies nature: to quote William Hazlitt: “ the highest art is the imitation 
of the finest nature, or, in other words, of that which conveys the strongest sense of pleasure or power, of the sublime 
or beautiful.”! Doubtless in architecture, where the proportions are large, very slight differences are not so easily perceptible 
as in small objects, but the principle is not thereby in the least affected. In Greek architecture this attempt to copy nature 
by adhering closely to the laws of respective symmetry is most prominent. All its nobler specimens, if cut longitudinally along 
the middle from their fronts, would invariably produce two exactly similar halves. The same is the case in Orissa, and there 
is not a single exception. The front is a combination of two halves reduced to unity by the intervention of the door and the coat 
of arms, or the dripstone moulding, over it, even as the human form is united by the nose and the mouth ; and the two sides are 
exact counterparts of each other. The sameness induced by this arrangement is never obtrusive nor offensive, as the two sides 
can never be seen in the same light at the same instant: stand whore the observer will, he can behold only one or two sides, 
or one full side and small portions of two other sides, together scarcely equal to two full sides, and these in such different 
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lights, that they never produce two identically same pictures, while, the sense of beauty produced by them is infinitely 
greater than' any diversity in the forms of the sides could possibly produce. Indeed, if one were to conceive in bis'mind a 
peripteral temple with the columns of it^left side different from those of its right, and feel the aesthetic effect of the arrangenient, 
he will find no difficulty in appreciating the beauty of form which results from the similitude of the two sides of a house. 

. This symmetry has been marred in many Orissan temples by subsequent additions even as in Greek edifices, but the 
original conception of. the building nowhere tolerated any departure from perfect symmetry: 

Another principle of art in which repetition of the same forms and ornaments, instead of marring, or cloying, the sense 

of beauty, enhances it, is uniform symmetry, or that disposition of parts in which the same 

Uniform Symmetry. ' t , / TTT1 \ , „ , . , . 

ordonnance reigns throughout the whole, whatever the number of columns required in 

a building, it must be made up of structures of the same size and shape, and they must be arranged in the same style, and 
. at uniform distances with almost mathematical precision; no deviation being any where permitted, and the smallest change 
being reckoned prejudicial to .beauty and taste. This is the fundamental law on which orders in architecture are founded, 
and it was most rigorously enforced’by the Greeks. Indeed, the relative proportions of the several members of each Greek 
order are such, -that it is impossible to mix any important member of one order with another without causing a frightful 
amount of deformity. In the absence of information regarding the different orders of architecture which prevailed in India 
in ancient times, and it being even questionable whether there were more than one order current, it is impossible to shy how 
far there were restrictions in the way of employing ornaments promiscuously; but as. regards particular classes of buildings 
* the rule of uniform symmetry was strictly observed. The roof appropriate to a porch was never put on a dancing-hall, nor 
the mural decorations of the latter ever transferred to the former. The system of projections so peculiar to the square chamber 
of the temple and its porch could not be assimilated to the light, open, oblong dancing hall without altering its character, nor 
could the refectory be placed in immediate proximity to the temple to serve the purposes of a porch without destroying the 
symmetry of both. In short, each class of building has its peculiar character, peculiar disposition, and peculiar ornaments, • 
and-these have been assigned to their respective uses with scrupulous care. Further, when out of a number of various 
decorations, a particular one has been selected’, such as the typical pilaster with ophidian mermaids, it has been repeated as 
often as necessary, but never coupled with another of a different style. There are instances in which a whole facade is not 
made up of the same kind of pilaster throughout, but of two or more kinds; but in* such cases tho grouping is peculiarly* 
ingenious and artistic, and by the repetition of the same arrangement on the opposite sides, respective symmetry and harmony 
have been very happily preserved. All this is doubtless entirely arbitrary and fictitious; but, as justly observed by 
DeQuincy, “ in every art there must be, with respect to truth, some fiction, and with respect to resemblance, something 
. incomplete,”* and in regard to such a technical art as architecture, the mere fact of such rules having been laid down and 
imperatively enforced, implies a highly advanced intellectual condition of the architects. 

Casual references have already.been made to tho plan adopted by Orissan artists of diversifying their walls by 

frequent projections with bevelled corners, and repeated chamfering, or splaying, ancbother 
devices, so as to produce varied contrasts of- light and shade, and thereby secure the 
highest amount of picturesque effect compatible with a-monochrome ground. This is a characteristic which, I believe, 
is peculiar to this country. The Grecians effected this ohjgefTby their magnificent columns placed on high terraces, 
so as to set the whole structure in . bolcV relief' against their clear blue sky. The Romans attempted to secure it by 
introducing ^engaged pillars, which; however, though effectual in covering" the nakedness of flat walls, were not sufficient 
to cast such strong shadows as‘tb-secure mu'ch relief. The Saracens failed completely in this respect. Their walls 
are the repositories of panelings innumerable, but nothing high enough to cast a strong shadow. In Orissa, on the other 
hand, the olevations and depressions of the surface are so bold and varied, that there are marked differences of light 
and shade, arid yet they are so ^artistically and harmoniously united as to produce the most charming effect. On ihe 
surfaces of the walls; the elefations, as already stated (p. 41), are produced by buttress-like projections with chamfered 
corners, and the depressions by niches; bn pillars and pilasters by contractions and bands supplemented by chamfering and 
other devices; aijd on mouldings' and ornaments by an intricate system of stops, scooping, and carving, which changes the 
light into a variety of shades. On rounded forms a line-of-beauty-like sigmoid scroll is a common device. It is sometimes 
carved into foliage, but ordinarily left bare. Its effect is very pleasing, it cuts the figure into two, and, by casting a strong 
dark line of shadow, brings out its contour to perfection. On flat bands and mouldings oblong tablets are frequently used, 


Light and Shade. 


# An Essay on the Nature, the End, and the Means of Imitation in the Fine Arts, p. 113. 




which break their continuity, and effect an agreeable diversion. But the most generally adopted device is the Rdmareklm already 
noticed. Its use as a crest, though extensive, is secondary, compared to the part it plays in regulating the fall of light oil 
mouldings, bands and fascias (p. 47). Mr. II. II. Locke of the Government School of Art, Calcutta, speaks in terms of great 
praise of this class of stops; and as he has made a more thorough and scientific study of Onssan architecture than any 
other European artist or antiquarian, and can, from his perfect familiarity with, and professional knowledge of, European art, 
speak on the subject with much authority, I avail myself of his permission to quote here a passage from a private letter of his to 
my address. He says : “ These points are so many stops in the line of light and shade; sometimes the pause is that of a 
light point amid shadow, sometimes it is a dark point upon a belt of light; in both these phases the feature is extremely 
characteristic of the architecture you are writing about, and shews clearly how well the Orissan builders understood the value 
of a sharp line of cast shadow across a varied surface. Place a rod in front of a long suit of mouldings and see how the cast- 
shadow of the stick, in winding and turning in and out of round and hollow, projection and depression, ‘brings out the 
profile or contour of the different surfaces, and the more direct the sun’s rays fall on them, destroying the local surface- 
shades, the stronger will be the effect of tlio cast-shadow. The Hindus, I am safe in saying, felt this thoroughly, and never 
allowed a long suit of mouldings to run the risk of appearing tame and uniform from loss of light and shade ; these ‘ stops,’ 
as I have called them, are always brought in every here and there giving sharp cast-shadows which developc the forms of the 
moulded surfaces in a most effective and agreeable way. There seems in fact to have been a perfect thirst for light and 
shade—crisp, broken light and shade—and these stops are so many ‘ traps,’ not ‘ to catch sun-beams,’ but to catch form- 
explaining shadows. Even in the bases of piers and pilasters, where the horizontal run of the mouldings barely exceeds a 
couple of feet, there is still the stop which gives you a vertical ‘contouring’ midway, and the effect of the mouldings thus 
tied together by narrow strips left in the original surface-plane is, to my mind, charming in the extreme.” 


Note to line 23, p. G9. The Statue of SilSnos is placed in so had a light in 
the Museum of the Asiatic Society, that I could not, when I first examined it, 
correctly ascertain the character of the object which has been described as a lot& 
or cantharus in front of the principal figure in the obverse. The object represented 
is the forepart of a lion issuing from a cave and not a loti. On the strength of 
this the Hindus might claim the group to represent S'iva, his wife Durga, his two 
sons Kdrtikeya, and Ganes'a, and his demon attendant Nandi. But the beard, 
so uncommon in images of S'iva, and the Greek feeling and character of the 
grouping, are opposed to the claim. 

Note to line 45, p. 43. The Apollo and Daphne of Bernini seems to be 
an imitation of an antique group of Bacchus and Ampelus found at La Strota, 


about eight miles from Rome, and now in the British Museum. It represents 
Ampelus at the period of his transformation into the vine plant, but before the 
metamorphosis has been quite completed. “ The lower part of his body 
appears to have taken root, while the transformation, which is gradually 
proceeding, has not yet deprived Ampelus of the power of looking up affec¬ 
tionately at his master, to whom he is offering grapes. The skill of the sculptor 
has blended together the animal and vegetable forms with so much ingenuity 
that it is difficult to decide either where the one begins, or the other termi¬ 
nates.” Engravings from the Ancient Marbles in the British Museum, Part 
III.;Plate XI. 








CHAPTER IV. 


SotummAL Indication op fens Social Condition op the Temple BviLDEEs.-Sculptured materials for a social history of India; Sanohi gateways; 
AroarSvati rails ; Bhuvanea'var* temples. Similarity of their historical indications deducible from the nature and character of Indian languages and religious’ 
SySfc?mS '' Im P° rtance ' ot “ civilization'. Evidence of the Rig Veda as to clothing; material thereof, wool and cotton. Testimony of the Bible. Silk ; 
proofs in the R^mdyaga. Manu oil woollen and hempen thread. Arrian’s muslins. Specimens of ornamented cloth from sculptures. Dyed cloth. Style of 
dress. Vedie evidence thereof; sculptural ditto. Ordinary every-day thuya male dross; full dress. Ancient Hindu male dress. Uriyi female dress. Evidence 
of sculptured dress insufficient to settle questions of Indian ethnology. Mr: Pergussoii’s Dasyus ; their relations to the Vanaprasthas. Head dress; 
coiffure; caps; turbans. Beard. Shoes, boots. Personal ornaments ; Vedie evidence; that of Amaravati; ditto of Bhuvanes'vara. Indian filigree. Crowns' 
coronets, and tiaras. Ear ornaments. Nose ornaments. Necklaces. Waist ornaments. Leg ditto. Material of ditto. Precious stone! Furniture; 
bedsteads, bedding,.footstools, chairs, folding stools, teapoys, thrones, tables. Mode of sitting. Umbrella. Chamara. Fans. Domestic utensils. Drinking 
cups; water carafts-; goblets; spittoons; betel boxes; courier bags; leather bottles; dressing cases. Musical Instruments. Boats. Food and drink. 

Offensive arms,-bows, arrows, swords, lances, discuses, lassos. Defensive arms,-shields, armour. Flags. Trumpets. Horse. Harness. Whips. Chariots 
Wagpns.* “ 


; EARING in mind the marked success which has attended the labours of Sir Gardner Wilkinson in developing the 
history of Egypt from her ancient monuments, it is to he hoped that a time will come when it will bo possible to 
deduce a similar social history of India for, at least, a considerable period of her antiquity. Materials for such a 
work are not altogether wanting. If, owing to the nature of the climate and other causes, there is now in India 
nothing like the endless series of old paintings which delineate almost every phase of Egyptian life,* or the 
historical bas-reliefs which record with fastidious exactitude the lives of Assyrian Kings, their wars and hunting 
scenes, their stgto- ceremonies and religious festivals, their servants and soldiers, their tributaries and captives” 
there are nevertheless a vast number of sculptures which serve to a great extent the samo purposo. The Sdnchi 
gateways contain representations of several thousands of human figures engaged in various occupations of life, and 
they date from an early period, certainly not later than the first century of the Christian era. Three centuries sub¬ 
sequently there is in the topes of Amardvatf,f in Guntoor, another and a most interesting collection. Adverting to the rail round 
this monument, Mr. Fergusson observes : “There were apparently twenty-four pillars in each quadrant, and eight at least in 
each gateway, say one hundred and twelve to one hundred and twenty in all. This involves two hundred and°thirty to two 
hundred and forty central discs, all of which were sculptured; and as each of these contains from twenty to thirty figures at 
least, there must have been in them alone from six thousand to seven thousand figures. If we add to those the continuous frieze 
above, and the sculptures above and below, and the discs on the pillars, there probably were not less than one hundred and twenty 
to one hundred and forty figures for each intercolumniation, say twelve thousand to fourteen thousand in all. The inner 
rail contains probably even a greater number of figures than this; but they are so small as more to resemble ivoiy carving; 
but except perhaps, the great frieze atNakhonvat (in Kataibodia), there is hot, perhaps, even in India, and certainly not in any 
other part of the world, a storied page of sculpture equal.in extent to what this must have been when complete.”}: Most of 
these pillars and discs have no doubt already disappeared, but still enough remains amply to reward the diligent enquirer 
Even a careful study of the valuable plates published in Mr. Fergusson’s magnificent work would afford by no means a small 
amount of information to the student of history. 

The total amount of sculptured work on the temples of Bhuvanes'vara, is probably greater than what is to be met with 

Extent of Bhuvanes'vara sculptures. “ ° r Amar ^i *>ut it is more ornamental than historical. The bulk is made up Of 

mouldings, scrolls, floral devices, and animals, and the number of human figures to bo seen is 
limited to perhaps two or three thousand. Most of those figures, besides, are'placed singly in conventional attitudes, and 


* The frescoes of the Ajanta caves shew that they were at one time plenti¬ 
ful in India. 

t Mr. Fergusson spells the word “ Amravati,” lit. having mangoe trees ; 
but, as be admits that it is derived from Amares'vara , the lord, is’vara, of the 
immortals, amara, the correct orthography should be as given above. To 
20 


avoid a discussion for which I have no space here, I have accepted Mr 
Fergusson’s dates of Sdnchi and Amardvati; but there are reasons to believe 
that the principal topes of those places date from a much earlier period. 

J Tree and Serpent Worship, p. 1G6. 
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do not yield the same amount of information which storied groups are calculated to afford. Many of them again are 
repetitions, and others represent scenes, such as eating and drinking, playing and love-making, which are— " * * * § 
in every part of the world. There are, nevertheless, several groups of great interest, and even t e singe ig - 
enir^el as indicia of manners, customs, habits, and ideas of their time. Had these three collections belonged to th 
same province, and been the handiworks of the same race of men, bearing in mind the strong vitality of custom m 
country, one could have taken the Sanchi gateways of the first century, the Amardvati rails of the fourth, and the Blmvanes v 
sculptures of the seventh century, as three consecutive chapters of a single history. Such is, lowever, no i • c 

are entirely separated from each other by distance, by nationality, and, in one case, by religion, and the pi 
Z social life they represent, cannot be strictly faithful of the whole of India. Nevertheless, their indications and suggestions 
must be applicable, of course with some reservations, to mostparts of the country. The civilization of the Aryanstherear 
irrefragable evidences to show, had spread over nearly the whole of India long before the time when the sculptures under no^e 
were designed, and it would be unreasonable to suppose that social life and art had been left in each province to follow them own 
individual course, utterly unaffected by it. Two states of civilization can no more remain in contact for any eng i 
without influencing each other, than two opposing forces can meet without a counteraction. The languages and the re igi 
systems of the different races of India, bear the most unmistakable evidence of this law, and it may be fairly assumed that 
it is to be equally met with in domestic and social life. It has been already shewn that architectural details and ornament- 
ation have been very much alike in all parts of India, and the general style of sculpture, making due allowance for d, erences 
of material, age and capacity, is likewise the same. The inference, therefore, that the civilization they delineate as regards 
dress, ornaments, household furniture and utensils, arms, musical instruments, and social life, was within certain limi s, simi¬ 
lar, cannot be open to any serious objection. It would be foreign to the subject of this work to enter at length into a 
disquisition on the state of civilization in ancient India, but a few remarks bearing upon the evic ence o e scu p urcs 

have been met with, will perhaps not be quite out of place. • 

The first step in the march from barbarism to civilization is indicated by the dress of a nation. Climatic and other 

causes, no doubt, influence the nature of dress ; but no race can be said to have emerged 
Importance of dress. £, onl t p c grossest barbarism, or the most primitive simplicity, which has not risen to 

somethin«• more substantial, ample and artificial than the wardrobe of mother Eve. The skins of animals have supplied the 
place of cloth to wild races at all times; but it is only after those nations learn to convert them into eatlier that they can be said 
to have reached the outskirts of a civilized life. The Hindus seem to have made considerable progress in this respect 
at a very early period in their history. The Saiihita of the Eig Veda, which dates with the Mosaic chronicles contain 
many passages which show that even then they were perfectly familiar with the art of weaving not only for t ie neces- 
gar J hut also for the luxuries, of life. The passages, it must be confessed, are brief and casual, occurring mostly by 
way of similes and comparisons in hymns designed for the glorification of particular divinities; but they arenot the less 
interesting and suggestive on that account. Thus the verse which describes night as “enwrapping the extended world 
like a woman weaving a garment,”* gives only a simile, yet that simile refers to a familiar fact whose existence cannot 
be questioned. In the same way a hymn to the Apris makes “ night and day interweave, m concert, like two famous female 
weavers, the extended thread to complete the web of the sacrifice.”! Elsewhere we read of the fathers, who “ wove and placed 
the warp and the woof.” (X. 30). “ Ushd (dawn) is a goddess, in person manifest like a maiden, who goes to the resplenden an 
munificent sun, and, like a youthful bride before her husband, uncovereth, smiling, her bosom in his presence”! Elsew ere 
she “like a wife desirous to please her husband, puts on becoming attire, and smiling as it were, displays her charms. § 
A ’ in « exhibiting her person like a well-attired female, she stands before our eyes, gracefully inclining like a woman who 
haTbeen bathing, ”|| “ UsMa, the daughter of heaven, tending to the West, puts forth her beauty like a well-dressed woman. 

In other places she is frequently represented as “ clothed with radiance.” The idea is repeated in connexion with the a tar, 

o-ratifv hhn 4 In a subsequent hymn, “the vast offspring of the firmament, the seven eternal ever youthful rivers of the 
Vcdic ago are said to be “ not clothed, yet not naked.”* In the remarkable hymn, in which Tnta prays to be released from his 
fi n JLnt in a well, he says, “ the ribs (of the well) close round me, like the rival wives (of one husband) ; cares consume 
C °e Satakratu, although thy worshipper, as a rat (gnaws a weaver’s ) threads,”! and the scholiast finds in t his, not altogether 


me, 


* Wilson’s Rig Veda II., p. 307. 

+ Ibid. II., p. 218. 

X Ibid. II., p. 9. 

§ Ibid. II., p. 12. 


|| Ibid. III., p. 369. 
f Ibid. III., 122. 

* Ibid. II., 320. 
f Ibid. I., 271. 








without reason, a reference to the practice well known in the time of Manu (VIII. 397) of sizing threads with rice water, for 
tiie purpose of weaving', and which made them palatable to rats. The whole passago, however, admits of a different inter¬ 
pretation-. In - a hymn to Indra-.praises and hymns are compared to “ elegant well-made garments” ( Vastrevabhadra sukrita ), 
as being fit to bo received as a respectful present”* ( Upasmh&ravadgr&hydni). Commenting on this passage, Wilson says, “If 
the rendering, be correct this shows the custom of presenting honorary dresses to be of Indian origin, and of considerable 
antiquity,” Among largesses given to priests by Divoddsa, the idea of a Khilat again recurs : thus the priest says, “ I have 
received frqm Divodasa ten hors.es, ten purses, ten clothes (Klulats of.ten parches ?), and ample food.” As'watha gave to 
Payu “ ten lumps of gold, ten well-appointed chariots,, a hundred head of .cattle ”t Gifts of “elegantly adorned and well- 
dressed female slaves” • are recited in‘a subsequent book. The Yajur and the Sdma Vedas, likewise;, contain many references 
of the same kind to.clothing, and .in one place in the former gold cloth,” or brocade, for a counterpane’is distinctly 
mentioned but as those works are to a certain extent .of comparatively, later date, it is not necessary to load these- pages' ’ 
with quotations-from them. v \ * 

No information is available in the,Rig Veda regarding the material of which the clothing, it so often alludes to, was 

\ Wool and cotton. * made - Cotton is ft °where* mentioned, ftams and ewes’are described among domestic 

\ ^ ' animals,§ but they are not said to % be the sources of'•cloth. 'It is nevertheless probable 

tha^botli cotton an^ wool were the s substances which were used in its manufacture ; for the term “ weaving,” which is 

; 'occasionally nsed, could not have originated and got currency in the Vedic language, without the existence of some material 
adaptqd*ai\dm common use for weaving. “ It is difficult to conceive,” says Dr. Muir, “ that cotton (which, as we learn from 
Profess^J. H. Balfour, is supposed to have been indigenous in India), though not mentioned in the hyinns, should have been 
unknown when they were composed, or not employed for weaving the light cloth which is necessary in so warm a 
climate.”|| This argument would apply equally to woollen stuffs in many parts of the Punjab, the earliest Aryan 
seats in India, where the.cold for some months in the year- must have necessitated a much - wanner -covering 
than cotton cloth. In the vOld Testament there are References wlqch show that the ancient ‘Indians, did' produce 
enough of woven texture to be able to export a portion -for the\ use- of foreign nations.^ - “ That the coloured cloth 
and *fich apparel brought to Tyre and Babylon ^from distant countries, were partly, of Indian manufacture will scarce¬ 
ly be doubted,” says Heeren, u after what has been already said of the extent of the Phoenician and Babylonian 


commerce. 




The case is different as regards silk. It is a substance which could have scarcely escaped notice had it been known at 
gilk the time of the Vedas; but no mention of it has yet been met with. Pdnini, however, has 

not only given words for wool, cotton, weaving, cloth, turbans, sewing, &c., all which were, 
at his time, perfectly familiar, but also for silk for which he gives a special rule.f In the time of the Edmdyana silken, 
woollen, and cotton stuffs of various kinds were abundant, and in extensive use. According to Vdlmfiri the splendid trousseau 
of Sltd consisted of “woollen stuffs, furs, precious stones, fine silk, vestments of divers colours, princely ornaments, and 
sumptuous carriages of every kind.”J The woollen stuff here adverted to, has been supposed by Heeren to have been shawls, 
for at a time when coarse woollen cloths were used to cover wagons,, as was the case in .the days of the Edmdyana, nothing 
short of the productions of the looms of Cashmir, the finest and most precious of wbqllen fabrics, would have been suitable for 
presentation to a pripcess; ’blit the commentator Edmanuja believes it to have been a'stuff from Nepal. That the “ fine silk” 
was a manufactured article is evident from the frequent allusion in the work to silk vestments of various kinds, worn, not only 
by queens and princesses, but * also by other persons of quality. When' Bdma and his brothers arrived at the capital from 
\Mithild with their nqw-married brides, Kausalya, Sumitrd, the fair Kaikeyi, * and they rest of v the royal zendnd, u eager to 
‘embrace, their beauteous daughters,. received the happy £xitd, the far-famed Urmild, and the two daughters of Kus'hadhvaja, 
all 'sumptuously dr^sed in silk, and entertaining each other with agreeable conversation, hastened to the temple's of the 
gods'to offer incense.”§ Elsewhere we read— 


* Wilson’s Rig Veda, III., 277. 
fjbid. III., 474. 

J*T^ittiriya Brahmana, III., G75. 

v § “ W&o bestow^ easily-obtained happiness on our steeds, our rams our 
ewes, our men,'our wprnen, our cows ?” Wilson’s Rig Veda, II., p. 111. 

|| Sanskrit Texts, V'., 462. 

Ezekiel xxvii., 24. 

* Heeren’s Historical Researches, III., p. 363. 


f | ^ i 8^ i *»r?n?*w?r i 

+ vtstt i 

7m n ^ li 

ll 8 II 

Ramdyaoa, B. I. Canto 74. 
visreifw h * u 





80 


“ Go quickly hence, and with you hear 
Fine silken vestures, rich and rare, 

. And gems and many a precious thing 
As gifts to Bharat and the king.”* 

At the time the Laws of Manu were codified, the profession of dealing in woollen stuffs had so far fallen in lepute that 
it was proliibited to the Brahmans (X. 87), and the use of such stuffs was assigned to the third class of students in theology; 
the first and second wearing antelope-skin and woven hemp, (II. 41). The sacrificial strings in the same way were required 
to be made of cotton, hemp, and wool, for the three classes respectively (II. 44). 

The Ram&yana does not give us any cluo to the different places which were noted for the manufacture of particular 
. . . , „ articles of clothing; but some hints are available on this subject in the MahdbMrata. In 

manufactured. the Sablui Parva of that work, the poet enumerates the several presents which princes and 

potentates from various parts of India, brought to the presence of Yudhishtliira, and among them are mentioned clothes 
and skins, the former made of wool and embroidered with gold, being in fact shawls and brocades; the latter, “ the skins of 
animals that live in holes and wild cats, intending probably furs of varieties of the martin and weasel families,” brought by 
the Kambojas or people of the Hindu Kush; “ blankets of various manufacture” by the A'bhiras of Guzerat; clothes ot 
diverse kinds not made of cotton, but of the wool of sheep and goat, or-of thread spun by worms (silk ?), or of patta vegetable 
fibres or hemp linen, or made by machinery (woven ?) by the Scythians, Tukliaras and Kankas; housings for elephants, by 
princes of the Eastern tribes, lower Bengal, Midnapur and Ganjam; and fine linen (? muslin), by the people of Carnatic and 
Mysore.”f After a careful study of this passage, Professor Wilson is of opinion that “silk, both raw and manufactured, 
was no doubt an article of import from China into India at a very early date.”J In the first century before Christ, king 
S'fidraka makes the buffoon of his play, the Mrichchhalcatilca, enquire about the brother of a courtezan : 

u -\y] 10 is that gentleman dressed in silken raiment, glittering with rich ornaments, and rolling about as if his limbs were 
out of joint ?” (Act IV. Sc. II.) 

The mother of the Aspasia appears arrayed in “ flowered muslin” with her “ well-oiled feet thrust into slippers.” 

In the time of Alexander’s invasion, the Greeks were particularly struck with the extraordinary whiteness of Indian 
clothing, and did not fail to notice with great curiosity, as Herodotus and others had done before them in Egypt, that they 
were manufactured with the “tree wool,” or “ -wool produced in nuts.” Shortly after, Arrian, in the Periplus to the 
Erythrian Sea, noticed several kinds of cotton fabrics, both thin and thick. He names three principal sorts 
1 st.—>h*ufa TO Tr\aTVT€pov 4 ^W Mov W Wide Indian muslins called MonakliE 
2nd. — tayimroyrjw). Muslins in single pieces. 

3rd. —XvScu'ov. Coarse muslins. 

He has also a coarse cotton fabric of the colour of the mallow of the name of MoXo'xm*, a fine muslin (? linen) of the name 
of Xema, and other muslins of the name of Kapnd<ro<s. His Shoves al Sta^oswrarat Tayym^dij it is evident, was also a variety of the 
finest Bengal muslin.§ 

It is not to be expected that ancient sculpture should afford us any valuable information regarding this branch of our 

enquiry. The material and quality of woven texture can he but ill-represented in marble, 

Cloth in sculpture. an( j ^ suc } 1 rcm gh stones as the sculptors of India ordinarily had at their disposal, nothing 

of the kind was practicable. Nevertheless they are not altogether silent on the subject. In the two principal statues in the 
great temple of Bbuvanes'vara, which are made of a superior kind of chlorite, and placed in deep recesses, completely 
protected from the sun and rain, the artist has attempted to produce a vestment of rich brocade, proving that fabrics of that 
description were then, as they are now, highly prized articles of luxury, familiar with the people. A specimen of this 
cloth is represented in Illustration No. 66. A glance at it will show that in neatness, elegance, and richness of design and 
execution, it is in no way inferior to the finest production of the Benares loom of the present day. In the temple of Baital 
Devi, or “ the boat-shaped temple,” several figures of dancing girls are dressed in clothes of vari’egated patterns, and one 
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in a })dyqfdmd or drawers, of diagonal stripes enclosing designs of'spots, and zigzag lines. (Illustration No. 67.) A male 
figure in the same temple, has a ^pair of short-drawers of a similar kind of cloth, the strides being relieved by spots only/'* * 
(Illustration No. 68.) A petticoat'of a female figure has triple\ stripes, but no spots,. sprigs/./or other design. (Illustration. 
No. 69.) On some.of the statuettes in Lakshmfs Temple, there are also clothings of different designs, one of which with 
single, stripes is shewn in Illustration No. 70. On a female figure, playing with a child, brought from Bhubanesvara, 
and now in the Museum of the Asiatic Society of Bengal (No. 805),. a double-striped pattern with wavy lines is dis¬ 
tinctly seen, (Illustration No. 71.) On another figure.(No.. 808),* the grbund between the wavy horizontal stripes is relieved > 
with detached flowers of two kinds, and the border is elaborately wrought/ (Illustration No. 72), and the attendant ofithis figure 
has cloth with stripes, but no flowers. Illustrations Nos. 7*3 and 74 exhibit clothes of the same kind, but the flowers are of different 
patterns. In the group of Sil^nos in the Asiatic Society’s Museum, which, as already shown, is of Indian origin, and dates, 
at least, from the beginning of the Christian era, there is a male •figure . dressed in a ohapJcan> the cloth of which is a 
kind of flowered muslin, having sprigs all over the ground. (Illustration No. 75.) On another piece of sculpture in tho same 
collection brought from Behar, and, from the character of the inscription on it/ apparently of the eighth or ninth century, there 
is a representation of a kind of cloth with diagonal stripes relieved by flowers of two patterns. A Buddhist rail post from 
Buddha Gaya, also in the same collection, shows cloth of a check pattern. (Illustration No. 88.) The selvage of cloth 
is represented on many figures, and coloured borders on others. The fineness and transparency of scarfs are sometimes 
attempted to be shown, but the attempt has not been successful, and what appears now to be the success of art is probably due 
to inefficiency in representing the folds of the costumes. 

Early Indian literature is silent with respect to the different colours used in dyeing textile fabrics in ancient times. But the 

great abundance of vegetable dyes in India could not but have attracted the notice of such an 
intelligent race as the early Aryan settlers were, and looking to the frequent meution of dye 
stuffs by Manu and other lawgivers, it is to be presumed that they were extensively used by the people in colouring 
their clothing. The rude aborigines, such as the Bheels and Gonds, likewise availed themselves of the supply, and probably 
coloured their scant clothing and ornamental feathers and fibres to as large an extent as in the present day. Mentibn, is - 
frequently made of Aryan women staining the soles of their feet, and the palms" of f4eir v hands, with a bright crimson dye extract¬ 
ed from sapan wood, and the practice of using colours for beautifying-the f&CAwas not uncommon. In astrological works black 
clothing is , said to be appropriate to the planet Saturn, fellow to Venus, and v red to Mars, and the sin-steeped awning of Parik- 
^ shita is described to have becii of a black colour. Krishna and other gods had, likewise, particular favorite colours for their dresses, 
and Indian poetry is eloquent on the charming effect of fair women dressed in bluo cloth, which is often compared to a dark 
cloud relieved by the lightning flashes of beauty. No rules, howeyer, appear to havq been laid down for the use of distinctive 
colours by householders ; and with the solitary exception of hermits, who were required to wear an ochre-colour,ed vestment, each' 
individual was left perfectly free in the choice of colours for his dress. Indeed, in this respect the Indian Aryans differed 
entirely from the Egyptians, and also from the ancient Irish, who had particular colours fixed to distinguish % the rank and caste 
^ of every order of society. In Ireland King Eochaidh, it is said, first laid down the law, in the year of the world 3664, regarding 
-colours to mark the different ranks of the people, and thence obtained the surname of Eadghadhach. His law required u one 
Colour in the clothes of slaves ;* two in the ‘ clothes of soldiers; three in the clothes of goodly heroes, or young lords of 
^territories; six in the clothes of oil a vs (professors); seven in the clothes of kings and queens.’’* The Egyptian rule,, if not 
SQ'stnct, was still well-defined^ and among the Romans^ the 'Tyrian purple, as is' well known, was exclusively reserved for 
emperors. The Chinese are also particular in this respect. But. in India no colour, or combination of colours, seems to have 
been, forbidden to any one class or individual from the highest to the lowest. In the total absence of old paintings, it is, 
however,, impossible to obtain any evidence bn the subject from ancient remains. 

. ' The Vedas afford no information regarding the form and shape of tho Hindu dress. Probably, the majority of the 

people did then, as they do now, wear scarfs or jdaid-like articles (dhuti) completed in the loom ' 
for immediate use, keeping them in position by twisting and tucking round the waist ,—“ a form 
of dress than which,” according to Col. Meadows Taylor, iC % anything more convenient'to walk, to sit, or to lie in, it. would be ' 
impossible invent.”t The. companions of Alexander noticed the same style of dressing nearly two and twenty centuries ago, ‘ 
and the. costume of the masses at the present time differs in no respect from what tho Greek writers indicated in tlieir 
descriptions. But’the question may be fairly asked, were kings, princes, and ehieftains, the nobles and men of quality, of 
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former times content with the simple dkuti, and did they not differ in any respect from the people at large in their habiliments ? Such 
a state of uniformity in dress is unknown even among the rudest community, and would be altogether improbable among a race 
who first established the system of castes. Nor is evidence wanting, circumstantial though it be, to show that a very different state 
of things existed among the Indian Aryans in early times. The mention of the needle and sewing in the Sanhitd of the Rig Veda* * * § 
cannot but suggest that even at that early period, made dresses, or such as had been prepared with the aid of scissors and needle, 
were not unknown. The word used is sudd, the same which is used to this day to indicate a needle, and it is not likely there¬ 
fore, that tire word then meant only a thorn or other small pointed object. The existence of such words as needle (suchi) and sewing 
(swan) in the Vedic language cannot be accounted for, except on the supposition that the people who used them, knew and had 
W'hat they meant. It may also be argued that it is very unlikely that the heroes of the Vedic times, who were able to forge and 
in the habit of using armour and mail coats, never came to the idea of fashioning their clothes into made dresses. 

The sculptures of Sdnchi, Amardvatf, and Orissa, leave no doubt on the subject. Though, owing to causes to be presently 

noticed, the bulk of the human figures they represent are nude, or very scantily clothed, still 
Sewed dress in Sculpture. t]iero are gome v hich bear unmistakable evidence of the existence of made dresses. Among 

the Sdnchi bas-reliefs there are several figures dressed in tunics which could never have been made without the aid of 
needles. The tunics of the two archers on plate XLIII. Fig. 3, of Mr. Fergusson’s work are particularly remarkable, inasmuch 
as the chaplcans there shown, are unmistakable. (Illustration No. 93.) Plates XXV III. Fig. 1, XXXIV. Fig. 2, XXXVI. 
Fig. 2 and XXXVIII. Fig. 1, are also worthy of notice as affording unquestionable evidences of the use of made dresses. 
A flag-bearer on an elephant has a dress, the sleeves of which are distinctly shewn. (Plate XL. I ig. 2.) On a Buddhist 
rail-post from Buddha Gaya, which probably dates from a time earlier than the Sanchi rail, there are two figures fully dressed 
from the neck to the middle of the log, in a garment which appears strongly like the janiA of the present day. (Illustration 
No. 88.) Turning from them to Amardvatf, the reader will find, among an endless host of nudes and seminudes, figures, the 
shape of whose habiliments is unmistakably due to the tailor’s art. (Plates LXVI and LXXXIV. Fig. 2.) The figures of Buddha 
and of priests are also everywhere clothed in a decent attire from the neck to the feet, though in their case the habit seems to 
be formed of loose plaids thrown lightly over the person, and not needle-made. The sculptures of Orissa ofier even more 
positive proofs. In the Queen’s palace ( Eaninaur ) among the rock-cut caves of Udayagiri, there is a statue, four feet six inches 
in height, cut out of the solid rock, which is dressed in a close-fitting tunic or chapktm, with the skirts hanging down four 
inches below the knee, and having sleeves down to the wrist. According to Rev. T. Acland,* over the chapkan, there 
was “a short shirt of scale armour,” the sleeves of which reached the elbow. This, however, is not now visible. 
A light scarf passes round the waist and over the forearms, the ends floating in the air, exactly in the way in which the 
Hindus throw the scarf on their persons in the present day. A girdle or kamarhand round the waist holds, on the left side, a 
short sword. The head is partially mutilated, but there are traces on it of a twisted turban. The legs and the feet are 
enclosed in thick, high boots or buskins. The figure has suffered by long exposure to rain and sun, but enough is preserved 
in the Illustration No. 94 to show that the coat of the figure is made unmistakably of sewed cloth. If the arguments regarding 
the age of the Udayagiri caves, elsewhere adduced, be tenable, the figure is over two and twenty centuries old, and at that 
period, the Buddhists evidently knew the use of made dresses. The habit is so entirely Indian in its character, that none will 
venture to spy in it any resemblance to the chiton, the chlamys or such other vestments as the soldiers of Alexander 
brought to India,§ even if it were possible to suppose that it would be at once imitated in stone many hundreds of miles away 
from the place where it was first exhibited, and the inveterately conservative Indians could be imagined to have resigned, 
against the common instinct of civilized man in every part of the world, their national attire at the first sight of a foreign garb, 
The tunic may be compared to that of the Assyrian foot soldier, but its sleeves are long and come down to the wrist, whereas 
the Assyrian sleeve, as far as can be made out from Layard’s plates, never reached below the elbow, leaving the forearm bare. 
The boots are particularly worthy of notice, as nothing of the kind has anywhere else been seen in India of so old a date. 
Three warriors at Amardvatf are habited very nearly in the same way, but without the boots. For ready reference I have copied 


* Wilson’s Big Veda II. p. 288, IV. p. 60. 

f “ Sivyatu apali suchya clihedyam&naya , “ may she sew the work with a 
needle, that is not capable of being cut or broken, with one, of which the 
stitches will endure, in like-manner as clothes and the like wrought with a needle 
last a long time, according to the commentator.” Wilson’s Big Veda II. 288. 

X A Popular Account of the Manners and Customs of India, p. 120. 

§ It may be remarked enpassant that, according to Plutarch, instead of 
Alexander teaching the Asiatics the use of made dresses, that hero himself 
adopted an Asiatic dress. He first put on a Parthian mode. He thought 


however, “ the habit made too • stiff and exotic an appearance, and therefore 
took not the breeches, or the sweeping train ; but adopting something between 
the Median and Persian mode, contrived vestments more pompous than the 
former, and more majestic than the latter. At first he used this dress only 
before the barbarians, or his particular friends within doors; but in time he 
came to wear it when he appeared in public, and sat for the despatch of busi¬ 
ness.” Langhorne’s Plutarch, p. 483. Of course this was most probably done 
with a view to conciliate the conquered people ; but it is not very favorable 
to the theory of Greek dress having been readily adopted by the latter. 
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as much of two of them as is visible in Mr. Fergusson’s plates. (Illustrations Nos. 90 and 91.) Among the sculptures on tho temples 
of Bhuvanes'vara, there are also several representations of needle-made dresses. A basso-rilievo horseman in tho dancing hall of 
the Great Tower, is dressed in a perfect jama of the pattern to be seen on the Rajput horsemen ligured in Col. Tod’s 
Rajasthan. Its date, however, is doubtful. Several statuettes on the Muktes vara temple are dressed in petticoats or kilts, the 
Indian ghdgrd , held round the waist by a jewelled girdle or zone. Tho outline of this habit is so well defined that it leaves 
no doubt in the mind of its shape and form being due to scissors and needles. The statuette represented in Illustration No. 83, 
offers a remarkable instance of this habit. The bust of the figure is enclosed in a tight bodice such as is now in common 
use in many parts of India, and a long scarf, the substitute for a Grecian himation and the North Indian urna or chddar , is 
thrown over the shoulders, with its two ends floating in the air. As the figure shewn in the plate is that of Annapurna, a 
form of Durgd, offering a cake in a ladle to her lord, SIva, it is impossible to suppose that the artist has dressed the 
goddess in a foreign garb, even if it could be shown that foreign models of the kind were accessible to him. The pdyajdmd 
noticed above (Illustration No. 76), is held round the waist by a string with a chain girdle over it, in the same way as Muhammadan 
women now wear it, but there is a piece of cloth passed between the thighs and tucked behind, probably also so secured 
in front, the use of which appears quite inexplicable, unless it be assumed to be an imitation of the cloth which wrestlers 
use over their short-drawers to tie their body firmly. The short-drawers on the same temple, shewn in Illustration No. 80, 
though well defined on the figure, appear to be doubtful, as they have besides the longitudinal piece noticed above, a cross belt 
tied a little above the hip-joint, very much in the same way as the figures of the shepherd Krishna are dressed at 
Vrindavana in the present day, and in their case it is the dhuti that is arranged so as to represent short-drawers, and no 
sewed cloth is used. The drawers shown in Illustration No. 85, though divested of the cross piece, are also doubtful. Among 
the Ajanta frescoes, “ there is a picture of two holy men, one of them is touching the head of an elephant; he holds a cup in 
his left hand, and wears a long robe reaching to his feet, with very full loose sleeves; the other, who has a nimbus round his 
head, has an elaborate drapery in folds like that of a Greek statue.”* In tho earlier S'atf memorial stones, and in sculptures 
on the Hullabeed Temple in Mysore, females appear in bodices tied in front. According to the Saradti Tilaka the women of 
Guzerat used to button their bodices with gems below the hips.f And in all these occur proofs of the use of the needle in 
the formation of dresses. 

It is not to be denied that these instances are few, but their evidence as far as it goes, is authentic and unmistakable, 

and, I venture to think, cannot be gainsaid. Tho nature of the Indian climate is such that 
for nine months in the year all dresses are more or less unpleasant, and even the British 
soldier here feels, in April and May, more comfortable without his shirt than with it, and, if not prevented by military 
discipline, would gladly throw it aside; it is not remarkable, therefore, that the natives should confine themselves to the small¬ 
est amount of clothing that decency and the habits of the country permit. But that does not suffice for a universal conclusion 
as to the total absence of all made dresses. At any rate the instances quoted are enough to set aside the theory first started by 
Buchannan Hamilton,J and since adopted by Drs. Muir§ and Watson,|| regarding the Muhammadan origin of the Indian shaped 
dress as altogether untenable. 

It has been somewhere said that had the ancient Hindus needle-made garments they would have had in their language 

names for them as well as for tailors ; but that they have none such in Sanskrit. This,is, 

Sanskrit names for tailors. 

however, not the case. In the Vocabulary of Amara Sinlia, there are two words for workers 
with needle, one applying exclusively to those who confined their profession to darning, and the other to general tailoring'.^]* 
The first is tunnavaya , a word very similar to tantuvdya, u a weaver,” and the other, Sauchika or Suchika , general worker with 
the needle. The profession of the latter was of sufficient importance to necessitate tho establishment of a separate tribe, 
and a mixed class, the lawful issue of Vafsyas by Siidra women, was, according to the ancient law-book of Us anas, 
destined to live by it, and other manual arts.* These bore the distinctive tribal name of Sauchi or needlemen. 

It is not to be denied that in Bengal, with the exception of the A'chdryas who are employed in making dresses for idols, 
and noted for their expertness in darning, tailoring is now the special profession of Musalmans ; but elsewhere the case is not so. 
Mr. Sherring observes: “ In addition to the Maliommedans engaged in this calling, there is a considerable number of Hindus of 


Opinions of Bucliannan Hamilton, &c. 


* Col. Meadows Taylor, Edinburgh Review, for July, 18G7. 
f Wilson’s Hindu Theatre II. 384. | Martin’s Eastern India II. 699. 
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an inferior caste, who pursue it likewise. They are a separate tribe, and are divided into seven sub-castes or clans, as 
follows:—1, Srf Bastak; 2, Nam Deo; 3, Tanchara; 4, Dhanesh; 5, Panjdbi; 6,' Gour;\7, Kantak” - An eighth is 
also found in Benares named T^kseri;* . 

As regards’ the names of iqade dresses, it is to be observed that the forms of the ‘ancient garments, having become obsolete 

Sanskrit names of made dreams. centuries, t^eir, names have likewise fallen into disuse, and wliat formerly indicated 

particular forms axe now accepted as common terms for dress. There are, nevertheless, some 
words, the import of which cannot be mistaken, such as kanchuka , kancholika, ahgika, cholaka , cfiola , kurpdsaka, adhikanga , 
nivi, &c. The most important of these is .the first. It is defined as a soldier’s dress, shaped like a bodice, a lhade garment for 
• the body, hanging either as low as the hip or lower down to the legs, i. e., a jacket or a coat. The word samidha used in its 
definition, j* and which is used for a mail coat, as well as a coat of quilted cotton, lias led to its being occasionally confounded 
with the varma or ohain-mail, and in some modern dictionaries, it is described as “an iron garment for the protection of 
• * the body from arrows;” but that it was formerly made of cloth is evident from its having been used by other than warriors. 

Tlie sages and hermits, who came to the great coronation feast of Yudhisthira, are described in the Mahabhfirata as being 
v dressed in turbans and kanchukas,i{! and in their case it would bo inconsistent to accept the coat as a hauberk or a cuirass. 
The immediate, ordinary, every-day attendants on kings, who should always be old, are also said to be so altered, and 
from various descriptions it would seem that the garment was made of cloth in the shape of the well-known Indian j&md. The 
ordinary term for tlie eunuchs, who guard the zanana of a king, is kanchuUnas or “ persons clothed with the kanchuka ,” and it is 
not to be believed that they generally moved about in chain-mail, or solid breast-plates. In the Batn&vali of Srfharsha, a warder 
^ ' of this class offers protection under the folds of its kanchuka to a dwarf, who had been frightened out of his wits by a little 
monkey getting loose from its chains and gambolling about,§ and this could not have been possible unless the coat had been of 
cloth with skirts hanging down close to the ankles. In the present day the flowing forepart of the dhuti, which looks very 
like the folds of tlie skirt of th ejdntd, is called koncha. Fair maidens in noble families are said to have, likewise, draped them¬ 
selves in this garment to heighten their beauty, and it would be absurd to suppose that they used metallic jackets for such 
a purpose. 

The diminutive of the kanchuka is kanchulika , and it is universally known to be a cloth bodice, and all respectable 
women and even goddesses are said to have worn it. Its modern name is kdnchuU , and it is in common use all over India, 
except among family women in Bengal. Over it is worn a thin, light jacket reaching to the waist, with sleeves to the elbows. 
This is called an angid, Hindi kurta. To those who know the Pr&krit language, this will at once appear to be a corruption of the * 
Sanskrit angika , the k being, by a well known rule, changed into a. It is probable that the male jacket angarkha of the present day s 
is a modification of the' same word, unless itjbe a corruption of anga body and rakshyd protection. In Wilson’s Dictionary the * 
word chola is explained as “ a short jacket or bodicebut it was more like a waistcoat, something closely resembling a fatyi, 
or sadri of the Mahommedans, for Indian tailors still call the torso or the body part of a coat chola, and its appendages dstin 
sleeve, and daman skirts, and the Sanskrit cholaka is explained to be a breast-plate. 

The word nivi is also remarkable. It is the name of the tape with which drawers fpdyajamdj or the- petticoat f'ghdgrdj 
is tied round the waist. It could not have had an existence in the language if there had been no pdyajtma or ghdgrd to 
tie. , , • . 

The ordinary style in which Uriyas of quality used to put on the dhuti twelve hundred years ago, is shdwn in Illustrations \ k 

Nos. 81 and 58. It does not differ from the mode of the present tiiAe, Wcepf in thA jewelled 
girdle, with a pendant in front. This appendage, however, was probably introduced to * 
heighten the artistic effect of the figures, and was not in common use. The statue of Kartikeya in the great Tower of 
Bhuvanes vara has the dhuti tied firmly round the waist, in keeping with the martial character of that divinity. Illustrations 
Nos. 82, 86 and 87, represent the dhuti as worn, by common people and labourers. In Sanchi and ApaaraVatf* the same style is v* 
delineated with but slight differences. The chddar or scarf occurs plentifully in all the three placed -and the^ibd^of wearing 
it was the same as at the present day. For full dress the chapkan-Yike tunic shown on the arcliers at' Sanchi .was probably the 
prevailing garb for kings, princes, and men of quality; while the long-flowing jdma was kept .for‘dower officers of state 

. . . \ * r v 

warders, and attendants on kings. The scarf was invariably used, either thrown over the -shoulders* or ti^d round the \ 
waist as a kamarband. The body-cloth under the outer coat was probably the dhuti in the, generality of cases, military 
officers of high standing occasionally replacing it by drawers of some kind or other. ‘ The jama was probably \ 
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brought by the. Aryans from Central Asia, as it is still preserved with a few modifications and mutilations by the Parsis as 
their national dress; the modifications in their hands, however, have not been so extensive, as in that of the Moslims in 
India, who in Akbar’s time adopted it as a ‘court dress. The pattern preserved in Rajput sculptures figured by Tod, and 
on the horseman in the Bhuvanes'vara temple, is perhaps the nearest approach to the ancient habit; it differs from the modem 
style principally in having short skirts. 

The prevailing character of the ordinary female dress is very much alike in the three places, and Mr. Fergusson’s description 
of Sanchi and Amaravatf, apply equally to Orissa. “ The costume of the women/’ he says, “ is difficult to describe, though 
this is principally in consequence of its scantiness. Both at Sanchi and Amanlvatf, the women always wear enormous 
bangles about the ankles and wrists,* and generally strings of beads round the neck, but their body clothing is 
generally limited to a bead be It round the body below the waist. From this belt slips of cloth are sometimes sus¬ 
pended, more generally at the sides or behind than in front, and sometimes also a cloth worn something like the dhuti of 
the male sex is also added, but when that is the case, it is represented in the sculptures generally as absolutely transparent.”f 
It may be questioned, however, as to whether these habits were really the prevailing costumes of the country at the time, or 
only the conventional modes of representing the female form ? Mr. Forgusson, who has devoted his attention for 
some time to Indian antiquity, is disposed to accept the first branch of the alternative, and it is certainly not easy 
to question the testimony of authentic graven stones. That testimony, however, is in direct conflict with the evidence of 
equally authentic written records. The passage from the Rig Veda quoted above (p. 78) in which Usha is compared to “ a 
youthful bride before her husband, uncovering, smiling, her bosom in his presence,” depicts a peculiarity of Indian female 
dress, which it would be difficult to conceive had altogether disappeared from the land when the sculptures were incised, and 
that a bead girdle was the only attire for the body left even to queens and princesses ; when improvements in other respects of 
social life were marked and progressing ; when people lived in two and three-storied houses of brick and stone, such as the 
Sdnchi bas-reliefs represent; when they drove about in carriages and wagons ; freoly wrought in gold, silver, copper, and iron ; 
and manufactured enough of woven fabrics of a superior quality, such as were exported to and greatly prized in the, for the 
time, highly civilized countries of the West; The veil, the bodice, and body-clothes, are repeatedly mentioned in the R&mayana 
and the Mahabharata; and both in the Hindu and the Buddhist codes of law and morality, modesty of dress in women is 
everywhere insisted upon as a matter of paramount importance. In the ancient code of laws by S'ankha, there is an ordinance 
which says, “ Let no woman go out of the house without permission ; nor without a sheet over her dress ; nor should she bo 
allowed to run or walk very fast; nor speak with male strangers, unless they be tradesmen, hermits, old people, or medical 
practitioners ; nor allow her navel to be seen : she should be so dressed that her clothing should hang down to the ankles’; 
and the breasts should never be exposed.”! Grobhila enjoins that “ women should always wear a sheet, (the Grecian peplos 
or the Roman palla) over their body-clothes.”§ Harita says, “ the first duty of woman (in the morning) is to bathe and put 
on (clean) clothes ;”|| and among the most important daily duties of woman, Rishyasringa enumerates, “ cleanliness, attention 
to the duties of the house, the polish of the household utensils, bathing, dressing, plaiting the hair in braids, and putting 
flowers thereon. ”ir Other authorities are equally particular in this respect, and everywhere the most important duty enjoined 
on husbands and relatives is to supply good clotliing to the ladies of one’s house. Manu even goes the length of prohibiting 
husbands from looking at their wives when engaged in the mysteries of their toilette, and of denouncing the sight of nude 
females as sinful.* The veil, as a mark of propriety and modesty before seniors and strangers, is everywhere insisted upon, 
and this idea is carried to the ridiculous extent of prohibiting the offering of the funeral cake to a grandfather without first cover¬ 
ing the cake to the mother with kus'a grass, as emblematic of her veil, for even in spirit she should not appear before her 
father-in-law with her face uncovered.! In the case of men not only is nudity prohibited, but even a single garment is held 


* The same bangles are still in common use by the lower orders of the 
people in Orissa, but in sculptures they are generally replaced by articles of 
lighter and more elegant designs, 
f Tree and Serpent worship, 92. 
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insufficient for propriety. Manu forbids a single garment when at meals,* and the Vishnu Purana ordains that u a 
man must neither bathe, nor sleep, nor rinse his mouth, whilst naked; he must not wash his mouth, nor perform any sacred 
rite, with his waistband unfastened ; and he must not offer oblations to fire, nor sacrifice to the gods, nor wash his mouth, nor 
salute a Brahman, nor utter a prayer with only one garment on.”f In the Samayacharika-dharma-sutra of A'pastamba, 
even a Bramachari, just returned from his noviciate, is required to dress himself with a jama fkanchukaj over his body-clothes, 
and to move about with either shoes or pattens on.J 

Ihe Buddhists are equally particular in this respect, and have many positive injunctions against impropriety in dress. 
Mr. I orgusson suspects that the story given in the Dulva of a /lewd priestess, who created great scandal by wearing in-pubKc 
a piece of muslin of so thin a texture that she appeared naked, and the canons which say, that to go about with thin dress on is 
absolutely immoral, are of modern origin ; but notwithstanding the lavish freedom with which the theory'of interpolation, has. 
been of late worked out in support of particular ideas, it is not at all likely that anybody will attribute the simile in the Big' 
Veda to a mischievous tampering with the original by interested and unscrupulous Brahmans. The ohly reasonable inference^ 
that can be diawn from the passage is, that in the times of the Rig Veda, the covering of the busK was ' deemed . an ^ssqntial 
element of female modesty by, at least,* certain classes of the comniunity; and that that idea has been, since k^pt. alive by 
their descendants who composed the Ramdyana, the Mahahliarata, and other later Sanskrit worlds, be so manifest in those? 
records that little need be said in support of it. The greatest insult which the wicked Kurus could offer the Pfrndus, was to 
order their ,wife, Draupadf, to be disrobed* in open court, and that lady in her anxiety, most piteously prays Krishna to save 
her modesty. • v Im tfce first century before Christ, Pururavas exclaims at the sight of his lady ‘love b 

v\ . . x \ Soft as the flower, the timid heart not soon ' * . , 

W \ ' foregoes its fears. The scarf that veils her bosom . . , . . ‘ '■■ • , . 

Hides not its flutterings, and the panting breast \\ .' 

Seems as it felt the wreath of heavenly blossoms h • 

Weigh too oppressively.”§ .. 

Even woodland maidens at the time could not go about without a covering for then bust, and in the chef d oeuvre of Kaliddsa, 

S'akuntala complains of her bodice being too tightly tied about her chest; whereupon the king remarks:_ >; 

u This youthful form whose bosom’s swelling charms 
By the bark’s knotted tissue are concealed, 

Like some fair bud close folded in its sheath, 

* ^ Gives not to view the blooming of its beauty.”|| J \ ^ 

In the original Sanskrit, the mode of tying the bodice by a tape behind the neck is distinctly indicated. \\ * ' 

That there were certain races or tribes then, as there are to this day, who, like the Kukis, the Patuas, and the Grinds wore 
little or no clothing, is of course a fact not to be questioned. But it is more than probable that they were £hen, as‘now, only 
wild savage tribes who skirted the civilization of the^ Aryans, and did not represent the social condition of the country : 
certain it is, that they were not the builders - of the Sanchi gateways, nor of the Amaravati rails, nor of the temples of 

Bhuvanes vara. \ . * . 

N ' 

ihe annals of the Sakya race as preserved in Sanskrit, Pali, Tibetan, and Chinese, represent them to have belonged to 
tho foremost of tlie Aryan race, the Kshatriyas, whose mode of life, if any.-faith is to be reposed on those records, was 
entirely different from that of the Patuas and of the Kukis. When Siddhartlia retired from home, he went forth, it is said in the 
full court-dress of a prince, which he exchanged for the liugible yellow vestment of a hermit, wl^en he arrived at a neighbour-, 
ing wood. If the sculptures are to be accepted without any qualification, the whole .of these^ records must be entirely rejected 
and we must believe that kings and princes, - as shewn on Mr. Fergusson’s.plate, ±XX£;. went abqut with their bodies all 
uncovered, while the priests were clothed to the heck with scrupulous card* that Siddhartlia .gavfe up ^narrow MuU for some¬ 
thing that covered his person from neck to ankles; and that the attire'Budfd^a, was somewhat 
less ample than the traditional “fig leaf” of Eve, consisting, as it does in sculptures,"solely of a narrow beadcincture below the 
waist. The large Amardvatf stone in the Museum of the Asiatic Society, of Bengal, represents Miiyadevf reining on what 
appears like a stuffed cushion spread on a cot and provided with a lar^e pillow or M/cid ; she is attended by armed male guards, 


* Manu IV. 45. f Wilson’s Vishnu Purana, III. 139. 
I s Buhler’s Apastamba, 14. 
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and waiting maids holding chciuris ; but she has on her person nothing beyond a bead girdle to cover her modesty.* A prince on 
one of the Amaravatf stones is seated on a high-backed, cushioned chair with what looks like a staffed pillow behind him, but he 
has on his person little beside a cloth girdle two or three inches round the waist by way of dross. His ladies, seated on chairs 
without cushions or pillows, content themselves with only girdles ofbeads.j* Occasionally the bead girdle is supplemented by a 
narrow slip of cloth attached to it and hanging behind, but not in front. In one instance in the same collection a Raja and 
his little boy are dressed in clhutis reaching close to the ankles, but the attendant ladies are all in absolute dishabille.X In the 
garden scenes at Sanclii, the lovers always appear dressed, but in two out of four instances, the belles are nude, the other two 
being decently draped.§ Again, in a grand procession all the men are clothed and turbanned, and even the leading horse 
has a rich housing, but the ladies of the rajd, who look at the procession from the veranda and balcony of the palace, like 
the king’s guards in a certain island in the South Pacific, whose full-dress consisted of a cocked hat and a pair of spurs, all 
confine their habiliments to a single article, a bead girdle amidst a gorgeous display of jewellery. One of them has a suspici¬ 
ous looking drinking cup in her hand, and a waiting maid is ready to replenish it from a covered flagon. It is worthy of 
note that in some instances, women wear a large thick band of cloth round the waist, but it never reaches so low as the 
hip joint. The so-called Dasyus too are everywhere represented as poor and degraded, but they are invariably dressed, and 
dressed decently enough for the position they occupy; but the women of the proud Aryans who despise them, and take the 
lead on every occasion, though richly jewelled, are generally devoid of all clothing. At Bhubanes'vara the same scenes are by 
no means wanting; stuffed cushions shewing traces of buttons or tufting, which held the stuffing in its position, and large thick 
pillows (takias), such as are now held in requisition by men of rank and position, are repeatedly delineated, but the people 
who use them are mostly nudes. It must be observed also that in Sdnchi and Amaravatf, perfectly nude males have been 
carefully avoided, and at Bliuvanes'vara are comparatively few, whereas the female figure is very largely exhibited in all the 
three places in a state of nature, without any artificial covering. Had the nudity and spare clothing been due to race peculiarities, 
or tribal customs, they could not have been so markedly different among the two sexes. The habits and c.ustoms of the wild 
races now extant in different parts of the earth do not shew that where men and children have been clothed, the female sex has 
been left entirely without any garment. On the contrary, several primitive hill tribes in India and elsewhere, among 
whom the men and children go about without any covering for their persons, are particular in providing garbs of leaves or 
bark for their females; for there seems to exist even among them a sense of decency—a very imperfect and nebulous one, no 
doubt, formed after their very primitive conditions—but still a sense of decency about covering the person, which prompt them 
to devise the means of doing so. A notable instance of this is offered by Col. Dalton in his interesting work on the Ethnology 
of Bengal. Noticing the Juangs of Keunjhar, he says: “ The females of the group had not amongst them a particle of clothing, 
their sole covering for purposes of decency consisted in a girdle composed of several strings of beads from which depended before 
and behind small curtains of leaves. Adam and Eve sewed fig leaves together and made themselves aprons. The Juangs are 
not so far advanced; they take young shoots of the Asan (Terminalia iomentosaj or any tree with young soft leaves, and arrang¬ 
ing them so as to form a flat and scale-like surface of the required size, the sprigs are simply stuck in the girdle fore and aft, 
and* the toilet is complete. The girls were well developed and finely formed specimens of the race, and as the light leafy 
costume left the outlines of the figure entirely nude, they would have made good studies for sculpture. * * * * Next 

day they came to my tent at noon, and whilst I conversed with the males on their customs, language, and religion, the 
girls sat nestled together in a corner, for a long time silent and motionless as statues, but after an hour or two elapsed, 
the crouching nymphs showed signs of life and symptoms of uneasiness, and, more attentively regarding them, I found that 
great tears were dropping from the down-cast eyes like dew-drops on the green leaves. On my tenderly seeking the cause 
of their distress, I was told that the leaves were becoming dry, stiff, and uncomfortable, and if they were not allowed to go 
to the woods for a change, the consequences would be serious, and they certainly could not dance. It was a bright, dry day, 
and the crisp rustling, as they rose to depart, confirmed the statement.”|| The tears of the Juang nymphs are remarkably 
expressive. A similar instance is narrated by Lieutenant, afterwards Commodore, Lambert in the voyage of one of Her Majesty’s 
ships in the Pacific Ocean. The ship was at anchor close by an island inhabited by savages, ^ho used the smallest possible 
amount of clothing “ that could be made to serve the purposes of decency,” and yet when they beheld the ship’s crew jumping 
into the sea-wafer for a bath without any clothing on their person, they were sorely scandalised. Other instances it would be easy 
to adduce but they are not wanted. Taking the facts here noticed into consideration I am led to the conclusion that as regards 


* Tree and Serpent worship, plate LXXIV. 
f Ibid, plate XXXIII. . 
f Ibid, plate XXXI. 


Ibid, plate XXXVII. 

Dalton’s Descriptive Ethnology of Bengal, p. 155. 





dress, the prevailing character of the bas-reliefs is due, not so much to ethnic, or social causes as to the exigencies of art. No 
doubt, the scantily clad Tamulian aboriginal races formed the great bulk of Buddhist congregations, and were more freely 
and plentifully represented on the monuments of their co-religionists'than the Aryans, but their presence alone does not 
suffice to account for all the peculiarities noticed above. It is probable, therefore, that a conventional rule of art; such ,as has 
made the sculptors of Europe prefer the nude to the draped figure or a prevailing-desire to display the female contour; in all 
its attractiveness ; or the unskilfulness of early art; or the difficulty of chiseling drapery on such coarse hard materials as were 
• ordinarily accessible in this country ; or a Combination of some or of all those causes, exercised a more potent influence on the 
action of the Indian artist than ethnic peculiarities,, in ^ developing the human form* in stone. There were, likewise, 
it is to be presumed, a sense of humour which manifested itself in oddities, ' caricatures, and grotesque representa¬ 
tions, t & J longipg for a display of variety, arid ^a pruriency of imagination which made the males appear in dresses 
of diverse kinds, and the "females in a state of nature. At Bhuvanes'vara a religious sentiment, that of veneration for the 
creative energy of which some traits have been already noticed (p. 65) and others will be referred to in a subsequent chapter, 
was evidently also brought to bear upon art, and t<5 produce an effect highly* offensive to good taste. But whether so or 
not, rt would, I think, be as effectual to'draw conclusions regarding'the nostum es of the ancient Indians solely and 
exclusively from the sculptures they have left; behind; them, as-it would be for the New-Zealander of Macaulay to do the same 
with reference to the Europeans of the 19th century from* the colleptions of modern statuary in the Crystal Palace,, the 
Kensington Museum and the Louvre. 

• The argument would apply with equal force to the sculptures of the 'ancient Egyptians. The paintings and painted 
bas-reliefs of those people unmistakably show that the higher classes among them were well and sumptuously clothed from 
the nogk to the ankles, and yet their statues and unpainted sculptures entirely belie this. Kings, queens, high priests, and 
persons of rank appear in them with scarce anything better than rags to hide their nudity, and in many instances oven 
those rags are wanting. The colossal statue of Minerva and that of king Asymandias at Thebes, have nothing more than each 
a strip of cloth from the hip to the middle of the thighs by way of dress.f The transparent clothing noticed, by 
Mr. Fergusson at Sanchi, which hides no part of the female form, occurs almost everywhere in Egypt, and in some of her most 
finished carvings. Among the bas-reliefs under the gallery of the western temple in the Island of Philse, in the sanctuary 
of the temple of Ilermonthis and elsewhere, there are several figures of goddesses, or ladies of rank, seated on chairs, and 
decorated with rich head-dresses and ornaments in profusion round the neck, but totally devoid of clothing round the waist. 
The attendants and the priests before them are all decently draped.$ It would be as reasonable to argue from them that the 
ancient Egyptians were ill-clad as to deduce from the Sanchi bas-reliefs that the Hindus therein represented, were a naked 
race. It is tfue r as justly observed by Carlyle in his “ Sartor Kesarfcus” that “by nature man is a- naked animal , and only in 
certain circumstances by purpose and device masks himself in clothes-.”• It may be true, likewise, as the same author endeavours 
to show,'"that “"the first purpose of clothes was not warmth or decency, but ornament ;”§ and taking itin th#t light, it must follow 

' that for decoration man must have clothes, and when he has once got it, his passion for ornament will alone suffice to make 
him retain it, despite even the “ philosophical nakedness” of Shelley’s friends, || or that of Carlyle which *esu£ted in. pictures of 
“ a naked duke addressing a naked House of Lords, naked kings wrestling with naked women,” and other vagaries-hf fancy. 

It is not to be denied that it is difficult to decide authoritatively the exact form of the female dress which 
prevailed from twelve to twenty centuries ago in. India, but after a careful survey of the sculptures extant, and 
the. notices to be met with in ancient Sanskrit records, I am disposed to believe that the bulk 9 ! the women of 
the country wore the sari; that all who could afford it, added thereto* a bodice; that respectable women put on a 
jacket fangia} over the bodice; .-arid 'covered the whole with a scarf or chdclar; and that some habited themselves 
with the petticoat fghagraj or the drawers (payajamaj along with the bodice, the jacket, and the scarf. These dresses , 
were, however, ,not* common all over India, for local peculiarities and custom undoubtedly gave pre-eminence to some of 
them over others at particular . places; but they were known and more or less in use by the people in every part of the 
country. ' ,>*’* • „ " - - 

Mr. Fergusson has attempted to develope an ethnography of the races represented,at.Sanchi and Amaravatf from their 
r * costume; but the deductions he has drawn, do not. appear to be well-founded, since the dresses 

depicted are, as I-assuipe, themselves not always complete representations of what they originally 

* This is well illustrated in the nude statue of Achilles set up in honor of 
the Duke of Wellington,* in Hyde Park to the West of Apsley House, 'and in 
that of Charles II. in the great quadrangle of Chelsea Hospital, in which the 4 
« Merry Monarch” is dressed as a Roman commander. 

t Description de 1* Egypte, vol. II. plates 22-28. 


| Loc. cit., vol. I. plates 22, 27 and 96. 

§ “ Not for either of these, hut to hide the shame of sin,” says the Bible. 
|| Hogg’s Life of Shelley. 
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were when in use in a complete suit, and their evidence can go but little way to indicate the nationality of the figures on 
which they are placed, This remark applies particularly to the class which Mr. Fergusson denominates “ the Dasyust” 
They “ are* generally represented as people of the woods, living in thatched huts, wearing a small dhuti wrapped round the 
waist, and possessing no ornaments. Their head-dress consists occasionally of a plain skull-cap, but frequently of plaited 
or matted hair wound round the head, and tied on the crown in a conical form. Occasionally they allow the hair to hang 
behind in loose tresses. Most of them have beards : a few appear with shaven chins. They sit with their knees raised and 
legs crossed and tied round with a strip of cloth or a napkin, and are occupied in splitting wood or other domestic task ; 
occasionally navigating in rude canoes ; but they never seem to mix with the community at largo, except for the observance 
of religious rites. They have invariably by them a chaffing dish with a blazing fire, a pair of tongs, and a bowl which, from 
its shape, appears to be made of the hard shell of the gourd. It was carried about hanging from the left hand. In one 
instance a man has a stand of the shape of a mora, over which he holds something which appears to me, from the tracing of 
writing on it, to be a scroll or a mass of written paper; a companion of his is folding or unfolding a similar scroll or bundle, 
and a third is taking up some burning charcoal with his tongs. Mr. Fergusson, following General Cunningham, takes the first 
scroll to bo a flagon from which the man is pouring something into his fire-pot, and the second a fan with which the owner is 
enlivening his fire; but the appearance of the scrolls and the position and action of the hands, according to several intelligent 
European gentlemen including two professional artists, are entirely against this supposition. Mr. Fergusson himself half 
suspects them to be hermits, and says they are repeated in the Amaravatf sculptures, but attributes it to scarcity of Dasyus 
at the time.t Some of these figures are repeated on the temples of Bhuvanes'vara. They appear old and emaciated, 
having by their sides a pair of tongs, a gourd pot, and a chaffing dish. The scene is scrupulously truo to life, and may be 
found to this day, not only in every part of India, but even beyond it, and everywhere it represents an Aryan of the third 
order, i. e., a hermit or ascetic ( Vanaprastha) seated at his ease, reading his prayer book, or attending to his domestic 
occupations, and not a non-Aryan. Adverting to some of these hermits on the shores of the Caspian Sea, M. de Pauly 
observes: “ Ou trouve en outre k Bakou quelques adorateurs du feu, dont la personnalitd est particulikrement entdressante/ 
L’aspect de ces feux perp&uels, sortant spontan&ne&t de la terre offre un coup d’ceil vraiment magique, surtout pendant la 
nuit; dans le voisinage de ces feux se trouve une sorte de temple ou de couvent dans lequel les derniers debris des antiques 
adorateurs du feu, repr&ent^s par quelques vieux Indous dessdeh^s, presque nus, semblables h des fantomes ambulants, pratiquent 
sur eux-m&mes leurs macerations contre nature, et c&fcbrent leur culte idolatre, triste et miserable parodio de la doctrine de 
Tserdouchit.^t 

‘ General Cunningham, from his thorough knowledge of Indian life, at once took the S&nchi Dasyus for ascetics, and no one 

who has once seen groups of Sannyasis at Hurdwar, Benares, or other sacred places, could 
for a moment mistake them. The head-gear, the style of sitting, the tongs, the gourd, and 
the blazing fire, are so peculiar and characteristic, that I, as a Hindu perfectly familiar with the scene, cannot possibly mistake 
it, and have no hesitation in asserting that the Dasyus in such scenes are entirely imaginary. It might be said that 
the hermits of the present day are generally celibates, whereas the Dasyus of the S&nchi tope have women and children 
about them. But the objection is of no moment, as there is ample evidence to show that the ancient Aryan hermits 
or sages were not altogether free from domestic ties. According to Manu, “ when the father of a family perceives his 
muscles become flaccid, and his hair grey, and sees the child of his child, let him seek refuge in a forest: abandoning all 
food eaten in towns and his household utensils, let him. repair to the lonely wood, committing the care of his wife to her sons, 
or accompanied by her, if she choose to attend him. Let him take up his consecrated fire, and all his domestic implements for 
making oblations to it, and departing from the town to the forest, let him dwell in it with complete power over his organs 
of sense and of action.”§ This state of hermitage or vanaprastha was subsequently exchanged for that of the Sannydsi , or 
houseless mendicant, but the distinction was rarely very rigidly obseiwed, and the transition, when it did take place, was so 
gradual as to be imperceptible. Hence it is that ancient sages are generally described as living in woods and retired 
places, but not without women and children about them. Ajigarta, according to the Altareya Brdhmana of the Rig 
Veda, lived with his wife and three sons in a wood. Kalid&sa makes the sage Kanva live in a wood with about half a 
dozen maidens, including Sakuntala, in his hermitage. Kas'yapa, in the same way, has his retreat full of women of different 
ranks, and a boy. Sita is said to have lived in the hermitage of Vas'ishtha with her two sons who were born there; and 


# The remarks which follow on the Dasyus are quoted from a paper of i 
iblished in the Indian Antiquary for February, 1872, pp. 36 et seq. 
t Tree and Serpent Worship, p. 208. 
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J Peuples de la Russie, p. 148. 
§ Manu, VI. 234. 
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almost every ancient story book lias its tale ;of hermitages having feminine and juvenile residents. No doubt those works 
treat of avowed fictions, but it is not to be supposed that their authors outraged the sense of propriety of their 
readers by describing hermits having wife and children and female lodgers in their cells, if they had not found such 
things to be common in their times. The Vedas, the Upanishads, the great epics, and the Pur&nas, also describe sages, rishis, 
and munis having females about them ; and the presence of .such persons cannot, therefore, be taken as inconsistent with 
ancient Indian ascetic life. " 

‘ The same practice also prevailed among the Buddhists, and priestesses or female mendicants—the S«/W 0 f Clement of 
story Of Dukula and Piliyuk Alexandria—are frequently named in the Avadanas, the Jatakas and other legendary writings 

as living in woods:, In Mr. Jaxpe's D’Alwis’ translation of the Attanagula- Wansa there is a 
remarkable instance of this. As the story there given is ©f importance, in connexion with the question at issue, and 
cannot readily be had for reference, I shall qupt6 it entire.*. <Et forms, a part of the Sima Jataka, and runs as follows 

u Once upon a time when Piliyuk was king of* Baranes, Grdtama was born unto a hermit, named Dukdla, and was named 
Sama. After the* son had grown up, Dukula; and his wife Pariki went one day into the jungle in quest of roots and fruits; 
There they encountered a storm, and being much wet, were obliged to take shelter under a tree close to a hole inhabited by 
a malignant serpent. Whilst the venerable pair were standing there, dripping from their garments, a cobra issued a venomous 
blast, whereby they were instantly struck blind. In this helpless condition their son discovered and conducted them home, 
and began to nourish and maintain them with the affection of a dutiful son. Some time afterwards the king went upon a' 
hunting expedition, and rested on-the banks of Hie Jligasammata, not far from the hermitage. He had not, however, been 
long there before he saw the footsteps of deer that came down to the river to -drink; and, thinking that he could kill them, 
lay in ambush. Immediately a remarkabjy handsome person with a pitcher came down to the river surrounded by a flock of 
deer. Amazed at the sight and wishing to ascertain whether it was a nymph of the forest whom he thus beheld, he issued a 
dart, which, alas ! severely wounded him. In the agonies of death the wretched man put his pitcher by him, and, falling on 
the ground, began to exclaim, * Who can be the enemy of a person that was devoted to the religious duties of the eight silas 
and ten kusalas ? Who, indeed, could desire the flesh of an innocent person like myself?’ Hearing these cries, the king 
approached his victim, proclaimed that he was Piliyuk, king of Baranes, explained the motive with which he had shot him, 
and desired to know who or what he was. Whereupon Sama replied, 1 1 was born in this forest, I am the only prop and 
support of two parents, both aged and blind. Little do they know of the mishap that has happened to me. They will indeed 
be much grieved and distressed when they find me thus delaying. I alone gave them what they desired. Twice daily have 
I washed them, and thrice have I fed them. Who indeed will give them a drop of water even after asking ten times ? They 
will be parched like fishes out of water. Who, alas ! will succour, and: help those, who, probably, at this very moment are 
anxiously waiting my return, and are watching for the-first sounds of my footsteps ?’ Thus lamenting, he began to weep, not 
for himself, but for the destitution in which he would leave his fqeble parents. Horror seized the king at the reflection that 
his conduct was calculated to deprive of life tliree persons who liad exercised the duties of Brahmachariya, and that he could 
not escape the torments of hell, if they all died; and, touched by the lamentations of the youth, he promised to succour and 
help his parents until his death. Sama, relying upon his faithful promises, blessed the king, and, desiring him to convey his 
respects and the sad tidings of his death to his blind parents, closed-both his eyes, and dropped down as if he had expired. 

“ Instantly a goddess named Baliusodarf, who had been. Sdma’s mother in his tenth birth before the present, perceiving 
the danger to the hermit boy and also to his parents-, as--well as the king, made her appearance on the spot; and, after rebuking 
the king for his conduct and advising him how he should behate towards Sdma’s parents, watched over Sdma. ^ 

u The king,* sorely afflicted with grief, picked up the. pi teller which had been fillecb up by Sdma, and, talcing the path 
which had been directed, reached ihe humble cottage of the ;blincf pair, who sat anxiously • watching the return of their son. 
They now heard'the sound* of advancing footsteps, but^Jkri owing '"that they were not those of their, son, inquired, ‘who 
approached the doo.r ?’ The stranger announced that he**was- Piliyuk,The king of Baranes ; and entered with them into a 
conversation, in the course of which he delicately disclosed their son’s fate and 'the particulars connected with it, offering at - 
the same time to succour them tlirough life. Unbounded was now the grief of the hapless parents, to which they gave utterance 
in the'Tanguage of despair, falling down, and each bitterly crying, ‘ Oli son Sama, from the day I have lost my sight, have 
I, by' thy unceasing attentions, felt that I have acquired divine eyes. Where hast thou now gone ? How shall I henceforth 
live.? .. Son, thou hast never done nor conceived any evil towards us, or'any other being. . Thou hast never uttered a falsehood. 

'' * Since the above was written the story has been separately published in England. ^ 
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Thou hast never committed life-slaughter; ever hast thou maintained the observance of tke panchci sila? The king tried his 
utmost to console them, but without success. Afterwards, turning to the king, the blind parents addressed him, saying, that 
they had no faith in his proffered protection, and that all the favour they desired was to be led to the place where Sama lay. 
The king complied by leading the point of a stick which the blind ones held in their hands. When they reached their destina¬ 
tion, the bereaved parents again gave vent to their feelings by much weeping, and praying to the titular gods. The mother, 
on examination, finding that all signs of life had vanished, gave utterance to the following Safya Kiriyd :—‘ If it be true that 
my son Sama unceasingly devoted himself to the duties of Brahmachariya, and that lie has ever maintained the ordinances of 
the Attlia sila ; and if it be also true that I have entertained no other faith except Buddhism, and that I have ever performed 
tilakunu Bhavana , may, by the power of those truths, my son receive life.’ By the influence of this Safya Kiriyd , and by the 
might of the gods, Sama moved from one side to another. When the father had also uttered a similar &Vitya Kiriyd , Sama 
again moved to a side j and by the power of the goddess already named, he revived, and the parents received their lost sight. 
Instantly the morning sun arose, and S&ma dismissed the astonished king, after preaching to him on the merits of nourishing 
one’s parents, and above all of leading a religious life, as they .were testified to by his miraculous restoration to life.”* 

1 This story will no doubt appear as a Buddhist adaptation of the anecdote of Das'aratha and the blind sage Andhaka as given 
in the K&m&yana; but it has been reproduced in stone on the standing pillar of the Western Gateway of the Siinchi tope, and 
we see in it Gotama as Sama wounded by the king, and his parents, the hermit and his wife, dressed in the same garb which 
lias been assigned to the Dasyus. According to the Jataka, Sama recovered from his wounds and was restored to his parents, 
as is shown in the sculpture. The R&mayana kills the boy, and sends his parents to the funeral pyre, to immolate themselves. 

‘ The following is Mr. Griffith’s version of the Rdmayana sto'ry as related by the king to the blind hermits :— 


“ High-minded saint, not I thy child, 
u A warrior, Das'aratha styled. 
u I bear a grievous sorrow’s weight 
“ Born of a deed which good men hate. 

“ My lord, I came to Sarju’s shore, 

6i And in my hand my bow I bore 
u For elephant or beast of chase 
“ That seeks by night his drinking place. 
“ There from the stream a sound I heard 
u As if a jar the water stirred. 
u An elephant, I thought, was nigh : 

“ I aimed, and let an arrow fly. 

“ Swift to the place I made my way, 

“ And there a wounded hermit lay 


“ Gasping for breath : the deadly dart 
u Stood quivering in his youthful heart. 
“ I hastened near with pain oppressed : 
u He faltered out his last behest, 
u And quickly, as he bade me do, 
u From his pierced side the shaft I drew. 
u I drew the arrow from the rent, 

“ And up to heaven the hermit went, 
u Lamenting, as from earth he passed, 

“ His aged parents to the last. 
u Thus unaware, the deed was done : 
u My hand, unwitting, killed thy son. 

“ For what remains, O, let me win 
u Thy pardon for my heedless sin.”f 


‘ Mr. Fergusson has published this scene in his great work (plate XXXVI.), but ho says that “ it represents, one of those 
transactions between the Hindus and Dasyus which have probably only a local meaning, and to which, therefore, it is 
improbable wo shall ever be able to affix a definite meaning. ” J To those, however, who are familiar with the story of the 
Rdmayana and the Jataka, the improbability will give place to unmistakable certainty, the only difficulty being the 
presence of a companion of the king in the scene of action, due probably to the Buddhist version having included such a 
personage in the tale whose name has been omitted in Mr. D’Alwis’ abstract as unimportant. According to the R&miiyana, 
the king went to the wood in his car and was attended by his charioteer. General Cunningham takes the blind hermits 
to be ascetics, and observes, “ I am unable to offer any explanation of this curious scene, but it may possibly have reference 
to some event in the early life of S'&kya.”§ Mr. Fergusson appeals to the scene as an evidence of the Aryans or Hindus 
having formerly indulged in the wicked pastime of shooting the inoffensive Dasyus ; but if my identification be correct, the 
inference will of course lose its only foot-hold. 

‘ Exception might also be taken to my identification of the so-called Dasyus with such hermits on the ground of its being 
Domestic Duties of Hermits inconsistent for such people to engage in domestic and pastoral occupations. But the laws 

of Manu do not at all prohibit such pursuits. On the contrary they ordain that the retired 
hermit should not only live in a hut and go about dressed, but even horde food sufficient to last for a year. He should 


* Attancigula-wanm , pp. 167 et seq. 

t Griffith’s R&mayana, II. p. 249. Compare with this another version in 
his Specimens of Old Indian Poetry , p. 12. 


| Tree and Serpent Worship, p. 138. 
§ Bhilsa Topes, p. 225. 
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Worship of Nagas. 


also provide means for the performance of various rites and ceremonies, make oblations on the hearth with three sacred lires, 
not omitting in due 'time, the ceremonies to be performed at the conjunction and opposition of the moon, and also to u per¬ 
form the sacrifice ordained* in honour of the lunar constellations, make the prescribed offering of new grain, and solemnize 
holy rites every form months, and at the winter and summer solstices.”* Nothing has been said by Manu as to the propriety 
or otherwise of ascetics keeping cattle, but the epics and the Pur&nas clearly show that the ancient sages were partial to 
milk, and. the saintly character of Vasishtha was not in any way opposed to his keeping the famous cow Nandinf The 
rites enjoined them could not be performed without an ample supply of milk. The Buddhist ascetics, likewise, lived in huts, 
and not seldom collected money enough to dedicate images and topes built at their cost. During their four months of 
Wasso fast they lived in monasteries together with their religious sisterhood. 

1 Some of the hermits in the Sdnchi bas-reliefs are engaged in worshipping the five-headed N&ga; but as the Hindu 

recognised in it an emblem of the sempiternal divinity Ananta, and tho Buddhist, a race of 
superhuman beings, worthy of adoration, devotion to it would not be by any means 
unbecoming a hermit, who is required to observe all the necessary regular and periodical rites and ceremonies. 

‘ The last and most important argument of Mr. Fergusson in support of the non-Aryan origin of the Dasyus is founded 

upon their features ; but in S&nclii the figures are generally so small, so rough, and so weather- 
3 worn, that their indications of the aboriginal broad face and flat nose cannot be relied upon. 

That the appearance of youth, and beauty, and rank, and wealth, should be different from age, decay, decrepitude, and squalid 
poverty, is a fact which none will question, and therefore what are taken in the sculptures for ethnic peculiarities, may be 
entirely due to a desire to mark the distinctions of condition. 

< It may be added that the term Dasyu itself is Aryan, and indicates an Aryan, and not a non-Aryan, race. According to 

Manu u all those tribes of men who sprung from the the mouth, the arm, the thigh, and the 
Origin of the w oi cl Dam u. f 00 t 0 f Brahmd, but who became outcasts by having neglected their duties, are called 

Dasyus or plunderers.”! And the designation therefore fails to convey the idea which the learned author of tho History 
of Architecture wishes to attach to it.’ At BhuvanesVara, Puri, and Konarak, some of the statues (not of Dasyus) are from 
four to five feet high, and many of the statuettes and bas-reliefs are from eighteen inches to three feet in height, and their 
faces, contour and style, as already stated in the preceding chapter, are of an Indo-Aiyan caste. 

Next to clothing for the body, the arrangement of the hair or the decoration of the head, forms the most important 

eloment of dress. It has in all ages and in every state of society engaged particular 

Coiffure ' . attention, and among savages has often had precedence of most other modes of ornamenting 

the person. Witfr females,‘it lms'been a sifrtfect of the most earnest solicitude, and the extravagance to which they have. been 
led in this respect under the fascinating sway’ of fashion, has often been made the subject of keen satire, of unpityirig ridicule, 
and severe reproof. But the lashings- of the wit and the anathemas of the moralist, have invariably proved too weak .to set 
"tlie hair of tho head, the loveliest ornament bestowed by nature on the human form, free of unnatural restraints and'the most 
grotesque disfigurements. The glossy Ringlets of a young lady drooping gracefully in their native luxuriance, js a style too 
genuinely beautiful and natural to be ‘let alono by art; and in their place, therefore, the fair sex has every where, resorted to * 
the most extraordinary, the most extravagant, and the most fantastic contrasts conceivable. In Europe braids and plaits 
steeped in oils, pastes and pomades, or the tower, the commode, and the chignon of outlandish piles of borrowed hair 
powdered and curled and bolstered.up,with bows and pads and basket frames, have always reigned in some form or other; and 
in-India they seem to have exercised their potent sway with no less vigour and influence. Even in the early days of the 

Rio* Veda the arrangement jof the hair was a subject of concern, and peculiarities were often noted. Thus, Rudra is praised as 

having braided hair PusM, iq the same way, has a braid on his head,§ and the epithet is, likewise, applied to 

the Tritsus.H In the tenth Maudala, a young female, handsome and brilliant, is said to wear four of these braids. “ Chaiushka - 
pcirdd yuvatih stipes'ah ghritapratWi vayunani vaste ,” and in VII. 33-—1, the priests of the family of Vasishtha are said to wear 
four of these braids.”^ The Rfimayana and the MalidbMrata contain frequent notices of the braid, and of the neglect of the 
coiffure as a mark of grief or violent excitement. Draupadf, when insulted by DusVasana in open court, resolved never again 
to dress her hair until Bldma should keep his promise, and tie it up with his hands reeking in the blood of the offender, and 
had 'ter resolution carried out after the lapse of thirteen years. According to the Ramdyana, a single braid was the most 


* Manu VI., V—ft). 

§ Ibid, III. 496. 

" ‘ \ Ibid, X. 45. 

II Ibid, IV. 171; 

, 'N % Wilson’s Rig Veda, I. 301. 

IT Muir’s Sanskrit Texts, V. 462. 
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appropriate mark of anguish for women dui-ing their separation from their husbands, and the Yaksha, in the Meghadiita, is 

all anxiety to— 


u -:-Urge liis trembling fingers to unbind 

The mourner’s braid of hair for his long absence twined.”* 

Manu lays down rules for the tonsure, and the different modes of arranging the hair on the crown of the head proper for 
Dressing of the Hair in Sculpture. cllfferent orders of tlie P eo P le -t Later Sanskrit authors are profuse in their praises of 

the various forms of coiffure in vogue in their times; but their descriptions are not precise, 
and it is not always easy to make out the forms they allude to. This is, however, not much to be regretted, as the 
available sculptural evidence on the subject is ample. The artists of Orissa seem to have paid particular attention * to the 
subject, and their works represent the dressing of hair and head-dresses in groat variety. The specimens shown in 
Illustrations Nos. 95 to 110, will convey some idea of the forms which the Uriyfa, twelve hundred years ago, thought the most 
attractive and elegant. The simplest and most natural of these was the chignon represented in No. 95, taken from the Great 
Tower of BliuvanesVara. It occurs On a great number of heads, and is generally ornamented with a shield-liko boss of gold 
on the coil, and three double strings of pearls or gold chains on the head. It still prevails in Orissa and in some parts of the 
Southern Presidency, where the dancing girls seem particularly attached to it. From its bulk, it is evident that some padding, 
or stuffing, or a profuse admixture of false, or borrowed, hair was used to swell it out. In the present day, bits of rag or braided 
strings of false hair are the stuffings commonly resorted to. No. 96, from the Temple of Muktes'vara, offers a variety 
of this form in which the ornaments are replaced by a single string of pearl encircling the head like a fillet, and the chignon 
proper has two gradually receding tiers of hair placed over it. In front two thick locks are made to curl upwards on the 
temples. On the Great Tower, several male heads have the same stylo of chignon, but without the curls. The next 
most common form is shewn in No. 97. It resembles the modern European chignon as copied in No. 98 from a plate 
of Parisian fashions in the Illustrated London News for 1867, so closely in its make and outline, that little need be said to describe 
it. It is worthy of remark, however, as affording a notable instance of how fashion repeats itself even under such dissimilar cir¬ 
cumstances as those of Orissa in 667 and of Europe in 1867 A. D., and how little taste as regards chignons in the boudoirs of 
Paris in the present day, differs from that of the belles of Cuttack twelve hundred years ago. A form very similar to it 
was in vogue in Bengal in the last century; but it has been altogether discarded now. Some male figures at Bhu- 
vanes'vara have head-dresses of a similar, but not exactly the same, form. The chignon of Annapurna at MuktesVara (Illus¬ 
tration No. 83,) is peculiar, and seems to have been uncommon. There are some loose curls on the left temple, the counterparts 
of which are not to be seen on the opposite side. The style shewn in No. 99 was common enough. Its great pecu¬ 
liarity is, that the chignon, instead of being placed behind the head, is brought to the left side, and made to rest on the 
shoulder. It is tied across by a jewelled band having a pendant star on each side. A fringe of short hair covers the upper 
part of the forehead, and upon it is set a triangular tiara of jewels. In the Rig Veda the descendants of Vas'islitha are described as 
wearing their chignons sideways, but in their case the right side was preferred.): In the present day many Europeans must have 
noticed Madrasi ayahs with their coil of hair on the left side, and the dancing girls of Oudh, until very recently, patronised 
the samo fashion. Illustration No. 102 exhibits a modification of this style. The hair in it is parted into two coils, and placed on 
the two sides, leaving the occiput flat. This is common both to men and women. In Illustration No. 103, the true chignon dis- * 
appears, and is replaced by a fantastic cone curling and twisting upwards behind tho head; and the form is further modifiod in'*' 
No. 100, in which the hair is tied by a jewelled band two or three inches from the back of the head, and then braided into an *' 
enormous ball about two-thirds the size of the'head. To preserve these coiffures undisturbed, the ladies who patronised them' 
must have abjured reclining as long as it was necessary to keep them in position. 

. Passing over a great number of modifications of these styles, of which no drawings have been taken, I come to Illustra¬ 
tion No. 101, in which the coiffure is raised to an angle of 50 degrees, and tied round by a string of pearls. UpQn the coil is 
a round button-like protuberance, but whether of hair or metal, it is difficult to make out. The forehead is encircled by a 
tiara. This form, without the tiara and button, itfay still bo seen among tho poorer classes of Uriyds, and the figures 
o!n which they have been seen, occupy positions which indicate that formerly it was likewise confined to the lower orders of 
the' people. 

The transition from an angle of 50° to the crown of the head was easy, and the forms in which the hair was arranged 
there, were various. The most common, and perhaps the most graceful of its kind, is shown in Illustration No. 101. It has 


* Griffith’s Scenes from the Ramiyana, p. 177. 
t Manu, II. 27, 35, 65. 
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t “ The white-complexioned accomplishes of holy ceremonies, wearing the 
lock of hair on the right side, have afforded me delight,” <fec. 

Wilson’s Jiig Veda, IV. 86. 
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much the character of the military forage cap which was in use until the first quarter of this century, with the cheek strap 
passing- across from the forehead backward. The strap is edged with two strings of pearls or beads, and has a metal button 
on the top. The brow has a double string of pearls with a star in the middle, and an ornament on each side very 
much like a peacock’s crest. Judging from the character of the figures on which it occurs, I am disposed to think that this 
style was in fashion among the frail sisterhood of ancient Orissa. The lady shown in Illustration No. 58 has no strap, and 
only one string of pearls on her brow; the upper coil of her chignon is larger and made of hair. Her male companion has 
his hair tied in the same way, but it being short, is seen curling into a mass on the top of the tie. A modification of this 
style may be seen in Illustration No. 105, where the strap and crests are omitted, the pearls are replaced by a tiara, and the 
hair is entwined with oblique courses of what, in the present day in India, is gold lace or embroidered ribbon. Illustration 
ISo. 106 represents another modification in which the central coil is reduced in size and raised considerably above the crown, 
and the crests are supplanted by curling masses of hair. Illustrations Nos. 59, 60, 62 and 64 show other variations of 
fashionable coiffure, and Illustrations Nos. 63 and 83 such as are appropriate to gods and goddesses. 

In some cases the hair, instead of being massed into a ball or coil of some kind or other, is allowed to hang in loose masses 
on the back,* or woven into one or more braids and allowed to hang behind, very much in the style common in Persia and 
Turkey. Occasionally the outermost plaids are allowed to fall behind the ears and float on tho breast. Sanskrit poets are fond 
of dwelling at great length on the charms of these braids, but with a sad' want of gallantry, or with a silly poetical conceit, they 
generally compare them to hissing serpents. In Illustration No. 107 these braids are twisted into six rays, and kept in an erect posi¬ 
tion by waxing and enclosing sticks or wire within them. A fringe of short hair covers the brow, and on it is placed a triangular tiara 
with a crest. In No. 108, the rays are greatly multiplied and arranged in a double row, and the tiara is provided with three crests. 
Both these are taken from the figures of goddesses. No. 109, likewise, represents the head-dress of a goddess. In it the hair is dis¬ 
posed in the form of a hemispherical casque over the head, then tied round by a band and crest, and the end is made to arch over 
backwards in three separate masses like the liorso-hair plumes of a Grecian hero. The head of Kartikeya in tho Great 
Tower of Bhuvanes'vara is coiffed in the same way, but without the tie in the middle, in excellent keeping with his martial 
character as tho acknowledged great god of war, though he occupies the position of a lieutenant of S'iva. No. 110 is 
sui generis. In it the hair is disposed in curling horizontal bands on the two sides of a long upright crest rising from a 

jewelled tiara. 

The ordinary rule regarding warriors and athletes, however, is not to have knots or chignons, but to cut the hair close 
and to represent it in a thick, short, crisp slightly-curled state, tho effeminate chignon and knot being reserved for common 
people, and especially for beaus and men of pleasure. This effeminacy still exists among some Uriyas, and in Bengal it was 
not unknown at the beginning of this century, though the more common style among men of fashion was long curling locks 
hanging down to the shoulders. This was very like the ancient Greek style, which Miller describes as consisting of “ expanding 
■ hair curling down over the cheeks and neck in long curved lines,” and which “ was regarded as the sign of a soft delicate nature ”f 
In the various styles of dressing the feminine hair, there is one peculiarity worthy of special notice,—it is the want of the partino- 
of the hair along the mesian line from the forehead backwards. This parting is regarded by modern Hindu women as a spe” 
cial mark of married life, and no Bengali lady who lias her husband living, will, on any account, allow this to be disturbed. 
Constantly parting the hair a.t one particular spot, and tying the locks of the two sides tight away, often lead to bald¬ 
ness along the middle line ; but the dread of widowhood is too strong to override the custom. This peculiar style of partino- 
is well known in Europe in the present day, and may also be noticed in many antique female heads. For the demi-monde and 
dancing girls the Alexandrine style of combing back the hair without any parting is the most favourite fashion. 

Where the body is generally nude or ill-clotlied, it is not to be expected that much will be seen on the head 
besides the hair; but examples are not wanting of various kinds of caps, turbans and other ornaments for the head 
Turbans are rarely seen at Bhuvanes'vara, though this part of the male dress was held in considerable esteem in India 

Turbans and Caps. and fr<M l Uellt menticm of is made in Saaskrit ^ing^ Under the name of UsMisl'l 

is alluded to in the Atliarva Veda,* and in the bas-reliefs of Sanchi and Amarivatt, a great 
many varieties of it are represented. Illustrations Nos. Ill, 112, 113 and 114, are taken from tho temples of Bliuvanes' 
and show the turban as worn by durwans and sannyasis. The forms differ in no respect from those in common use in"the 
present day. Caps too are not of frequent occurrence. There are, nevertheless, several specimens of rich caps which are 

* At Amaravati, Mr. Fergusson notices a comb behind the head to hold t Miller’s Ancient Art and its ltemains p 334 

these loose masses of hair together, but it has not been met with at Bliuvanes'- J Muir’s Sanskrit Texts V 402 ’ 1 * 

vara. 
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w i Of notice. One in the Temple of Vaital Devi is very like the forage cap which was in common use by officers in the 
Eng ,!> army until the beginning of this century. A brocaded specimen of it occurs on the l.ead of a dancing gh-1 in 
the same temple. (Illustration No. 115.) Caps of various kinds may also be seen in the bas-reliefs of Sbichi,'Amaravati, and 
Udayagiri. The modern bridegroom’s light wood crown, the topar , is common everywhere. 

I he turbanod figures are all bearded, while those of men of rank and position are all smooth-chinned. In fact, the practice 
Beard. of cultivating the beard has never been in fashion among the ancient Hindu*,and even 

among the earliest Aryans of the Vedic times, the razor* and the barber were in every-day 
requisition. It is true that certain days of the week, particularly Saturdays, and certain constellations aro reckoned inauspicious • 
but this is overridden by the ordinance which requires that all vows, fasts, and s'radhas, should be. preceded by shaving and 
paring of the nails, the penalty for the wretch, who neglects it “ being a sojourn in the next life for twenty days or twenty 
years in a vat full of hair and'nails, during which he has to eat nails and hair, and bo constantly beaten with a stick.”f 
The ordinary practice of house-holders is to shave frequently,'not unoften every day. In this peculiarity the Hindus 
closely resemble the ancient'Egyptians, who, says Herodotus, “only let the hair of their head and beard grow in mourning, 
being at all othdr times shaved.” “ So particular, indeed, were they on this point, that to have neglected it,'was a subject of 
reproach and ridicule; and whenever they intended to convey the idea of a man of low condition, or a slovenly person, the 
artist represented him with a beard. It is'amusing to find,” adds Sir Gardener Wilkinson, that their love for caricature was not 
confined to the lower orders, but extended even to the king: .and the negligent habits of Eameses VII. are indicated in his tomb 
at Thebes, by the appearance of his chin blackened by an unshaven beard of. two or three days’ growth.”}: The ancient Greeks 
and the Romans.entirely differed from the Hindus and the Egyptians in this particular-. The Romans cultivated the beard until 
the year 299 B. C. when P. Ticinus Mena, having brought'barbers from Sicily, introduced the custom of shaving at Rome and 
as Pliny states, “ Scipio Afriearms was the first Roman who shaved, every day.”§ The Greeks, down to the time of 
Alexander the Great, failed’ to appreciate the comfort and cleanliness of a shaved chin, and on that account were held in 
such abhorrence by the Egyptians, who followed the cleanly Indian custom of . shaving, that, according to Herodotus “ no 
Egyptians of either sex would on any account kiss the lips of a Greek, make'use of his knife, his spit and cauldron, or tastedho 
meat of an animal which had been slaughtered by his hand.”|| Among Indians, sages, hermits, and men who had renounced 
the pleasure?) of the world, as also men in mourning, kept it as a mark of penance like the Egyptians^ and the Jews * § and 
unlike the Greeks, who shaved on those occasions. The bearded Hussar officer, who is so irresistible among the lasses in 
Europe, would have found scant chance among the damsels of India, who seem to have detested the beard, and to account for 
the blindness of Dhritarashtra, a story is told in the Mahabharata, in which a lady closes her eyes at the sight of her brother- 
in-law in a beard. 

Of ancient shoes, I met with only one variety, the slipper, with a slightly upturned front, but all the carvings of it that 

Shoes and Boots. ^ t0 my observation were > owi ”S to ** small size, and the decay of ages, so indistinct 

that I could take no drawing that would be worth having. -Two or three pairs of pattens, 
Jcharam, seen were also in the same predicament. It is probable that in India these articles of dress were held in about the 
same requisition formerly as-now'; but that they were well known and in cojnmon. uso by all who could afford to get them 
is evident from there being more than one Sanskrit name for them. The circumstance related in the Ramayana of Bharata’s 
placing on the vacant throne of Ayodliya a pair of Rama’s slippers and worshipping it during the latter’s long protracted exile 
shows that shoes Were important articles of wear, and worthy of attention. -The episode on the subject is one of the most »ffectin»- 
in the Riimayana, and displays to perfection the mastery with which old VMmffci, the. Homer 'of India, touched the tenderest chords 
in the heart ot his reader.f In Mann and the Mahabharata, the slippers,are also mentioned, and the time and mode of putting 


* “ Sharpen us like a razor in the hands of a barber.” Wilson’s Rig Veda, 
IV. p. 233. 

“ Driven by the wind, Agni shears the hair of the earth like a barber shaving'’ 
a heard.” Rig Veda Mandala X., 142—4 

f jprn^mgT^rsTf ^t^Wt ^ i ' 
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% Ancient Egyptians, III. p. 357. ' , * ' - 

§ Pliny, VII, 59, apud Wilkinson’s Ancient Egyptians, III. 359. ' 
j| Herodotus, II. 41 and 91. 

% Ibid. Ii. 36 and III. 12. 


# Genesis xii. 14. 

' t .When Kama expressed his firm resolve' not to return home even were 
. “the cold to'forsake the Hills of Snow” and the Ocean to retire from Its shore 
Bharata said— ' 

lt Put, noble brother, I entreat, 

“ Theso sandals on thy blessed feet: • 

, “ These, lord, of men, with gold bedecked, 

“ The realm and people will protect.” 

Adding— 

~ * ^.-Thf v >ngb,pQirt , teen seasons will I wear 
Tty) hermit’s dress and matted hair : 

“ With fruit and root my life sustain, 

“ And still beyond the realm remain, 
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them on pointed out; and mediaeval Sanskrit authors allude to them pretty frequently. The Vishnu Parana enjoins 
all who wish to protect their person, never to be without leather shoes.* Manu, in one place, expresses great repugnance 
to stepping into another’s shoes, and peremptorily forbids it, t and the Puranas recommend the use of shoes when walking 
out of the house, particularly in thorny places, and on hot sand. In the “Toy Cart” of Sudraka, which dates fiom 
the first century before Christ, the mother of a rich courtezan is described as arrayed in flowered muslin 
with her feet thrust in a pair of slippers,f showing that in ancient times, as in the present day, women 
of the town were in the habit of wearing shoes. Whether family women ever used them, I have not yet 
been able to discover; but there is no text forbidding such use that I am aware of. At SAnchi there is a corps 
of musicians dressed in kilts, and wearing sandals, tied to the leg by crossed bands, very much in the 
same way in which the ancient Grecians fastened their sandals. Nothing similar to them has any where else 
been noticed in India. (Illustration No. 166.) The boots at Udayagiri, reaching up to the knee, have been already alluded 
to, (Illustration No. 94,) and I have seen several specimens in other parts of India. Woodcut No. 21, shows a boot taken 
from a figure of Siirya found near Surajpokkar in Beliar, which from the circumstance of the worship of Surya, a Vedic divi¬ 
nity, having become obsolete for over a thousand years, I believe to be about twelve hundred years old. Its top 
is cut aslant like that of a Hessian boot, and the rim is decorated by a border of lines and dots, the Udayagiri 
specimen having the top plain and evenly cut like that of a Wellington boot. Woodcut No. 22, is from an attendant 
of this Siirya, and differs from the last in having the whole of the leg part of it ornamented by oblique lines, leaving 
the foot plain. A second image of Surya, found in the same locality and of about the same age, shows a bootee or 
something like a ploughman’s highloW, covering about one-third of the leg, and having both its leg and foot parts marked No. 22. 
with diagonal lines : it resembles very closely the side spring boots of the present day, but without the springs. (Woodcut No. 
23). On another figure of Siirya, found near Murshidabad, which, judging from its material and make, I take to be of about 
the same age as the preceding two, there is a boot the top of which'has a Vandyked edge marked with double lines. 

(Woodcut No. 24). The desecration of this figure by a European, lately formed the subject of a criminal action in 
the High Court of Calcutta, audit was then brought to light that its' true character was unknown to the people, and 
that it was worshipped as an image of Vishnu. A sixth specimen is to be seen on the temples of KedAres'vara and 
Muktes'vara as also on the back frame of the Murshidabad Siirya, and in it the top is so cut as to leave a flap like 
the Napoleon flap projecting in front and another behind, the sides showing triangular notches. (Illustration No. 166.) No. 23. 
This boot is also remarkable from the circumstance of its being worn by a lady: her lover has boots of the same kind. 
Curiously enough the figures on which these boots have been found are all dressed in dhutis, having the upper part 
of the body bare. None of the boots shows any marking for the sole or heel, and so they may bo taken for moccasins, or 
buskins without the cork soles which were used to add to the height of actors on the Grecian stage. That the 
boots or buskins under notice are genuine Hindu articles of dress, and not borrowed from foreigners, is evident 
from their having been known from very, ancient times. Panini notices a variety of boots which covered 
the whole of the foot and was tied at the ankle. Its name is anupadind. It must have been common enough at 
the time 'to servo as an example for the illustration of a rule in grammar, and already so old and familiar as to 
have lost its radical derivation in the mazes of antiquity.§ Amara Sinha describes it as a kind of shoe that No. 24. 
covered the whole of the foot, Padupdnat strl saivdnupadind paddy ati, and most of his commentators, who lived after 
the advent of the Muhammadans in this country, explain it by reference to the familiar Persian boot called mujdh: 
mojd iti khjatah. Pandits of the present day, finding that in India the word mujih is used for stockings or socks, suppose that 
anupadind means that article; but neither the interpretation of Amara, nor the original meaning of the Persian word, supports 
their inference. Bharata Mallika says that it was an ankle-boot '-suieci iKunffumuirifo, Wtm igte I 




“ Longing for thee to come again. 

“ The rule and all affairs of state 
“ I, to these shoes, will delegate. 

« And if, O tamer of thy foes, 

« When fourteen years have reached their close 
“•I see thee not that day return, 

« The kindled fire my frame shall hum.” 

Griffith’s Eam&yana II. p. 453. 
W$\ ^ | 


t ^rcr*r?n!i{ tpsr^ 11 

Vishnu Purana, Book II. chap. 12. 

f Manu, Ch. IV. 66. 

$ Ataiireya. “ And pray who is that lady dressed in flowered muslin, 
goodly person truly; her feet, shining with oil, thrust into a pair of slippers ? 
she sits in state on a gorgeous throne.” 

Att. “ That is my lady’s mother.” Wilson’s Hindu Theatre, II. p. 87- 
§ ’<(! 
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I ^rjxfT 3|UiTf?r I In the Amarakosha-mdld of Paramananda, we read 

wrwrpwT tiix ^ryrtfar 5W*ra T*m?\vum i As. Soc. MS. 448, fol. 4?2. 

That the Persian rnujcih , when first introduced into India, was a hoot or buskin, ».’«., an outor leather covering for the foot, 
is evident from such phrases as Ji jd yy “ to have one’s mujah stuck in clay” i. e., being under a difficulty—jOl v J yy “ to 
put forth the inujdh ” for proceeding on a journey, having become idiomatic and proverbial in the Persian language. The 
last is equivalent to the American slang “ pull-foot,’’"which again is a Yankee version of the “ <W/ 3W *' u Sa^aTcm/ TroSa” 0 f Euripides. 
Had the muj&h meant a sock, or an inner covering protected by outer leather shoes, it could never have been used for starting 
on a journey. 

The material fof these boots and shoes was ordinarily bovine leather, and even the hide of the sacrificed cattle was not 

excepted. According to S'aiivatya quoted by As'val<iyana,-the hide of the cattle sacrificed at the S'ulagava ceremony, was fit to be 

converted into shoes and other useful articles.* ' \ 

The passion for personal ornaments and decoration is common to every state of society. It may have been chastened and 

modified under particulai^circumstances, but it has never and nowhere been altogether suppressed. The 
Ornaments. . . ° rr 

.jackdaw’s feathers and cowrie-shell necklets of some of the Pacific islanders may have been replaced in 

the boudoirs of Paris and the drawing-rooms of England by. the magnificent plumes of the ostrich and brilliants of unrivalled lustre, 

,t , ' 

and in Asia by the pinions of the bird of paradise and orient pearls of exquisite perfection, but the desire for them remains the 
same, and equally ardent everywhere. It is not remarkable, therefore, that it prevailed to an inordinate extent in ancient India, 
under conditions, climatic and social, the most favourable to its growth. To judge from the records and relics now accessible, 
the passion seems to have manifested itself in an inordinate fondness for gold jewellery for different parts of the body, and the 
deities of the Eig Yeda constantly present themselves adorned with a variety of them. Eudra is described as “ firm with strong 
limbs, assuming many forms, fierce and tawny coloured, shining with brilliant golden ornaments,”! and wearing “ an adorable, 
uniform necklace.”' The Maruts decorate their persons “ with various ornaments “ they are richly decorated with orna¬ 
ments,” and “ shining necklaces are pendant on their, breasts.”§ The AsVins are also adorned with golden ornaments. The 
Asuras, like their rivals, had, likewise,* plenty of “ gold and jewels,”|| and human beings, whose ornaments were no doubt the 
prototypes of their celestial counterparts, were certainly not without their due share. Accordingly we find the sago Kakshivat 
praying for a son “ decorated with golden earrings and jewel necklace and among largesses to priests and Brahmans, goldiix 
lumps or in ornaments, is prominently mentioned. In the Nirukta of Yaska and the grammar of Panini, not only ornaments, 
but names of various kinds of them, are enumerated, and Manu defines the nature and duties of the caste whose especial vocation 
was to manufacture them, and the punishment meet for fraudulent adulteration of gold. The old vocabulary of Amara Sinha gi ves 
names for crowns, crests and tiaras for the head; of rings, flowers and bosses for the ears ; of necklaces of one to a hundred 
rows, and of various shapes and patterns; of armlets and bracelets ; of signet and other rings for the fingers ; of zones and 
girdles for the waist for both men and women; as also of ornaments of bells, bands and chains for the leg and ankle. Although 
fashion has rendered the forms of many of the ancient ornaments now obsolete, most of the names are still current in con¬ 
nexion with their substitutes, and the sculptures of BhuvanesVara afford us a pretty fair idea of what their shapes were twelve 
hundred years ago. The bas-reliefs of Sanchi and Amara vati also exhibit specimens of a great variety of ornaments for the hands, 
feet, waist, neck, and head. In the absence of positive information regarding the ethnography of the peoples represented in these 
three places, it would be wrong to take the ornaments shown' as illustrations of the jeweller’s art as extant among a single race from 
the second or the first century before Christ to the seventh century of tliG. Christian era; but taking India as a whole, they show a.** 
gradual, steady and marked advance towards refinement. The bangles, bracelets, and anklets of Sanchi, are the clumsiest possible. 
They are thick, rough, and heavy, almost devoid of workmanship, and large enough to cover from one to two-thirds of the legs and 
fore-arms. Judging from specimens still in use among the lower orders of the people away from urban influence, they must have • 
been made, in most instances, of brass or bell-metal. The bangles and armlets of Amara vati, though mostly of the same patterns 
are smaller, lighter and neater, and the anklets are somewhat less ponderous. At BhuvanesVara they are not only reduced ' 
in size and weight, but greatly improved hi appearance. Amidst a few of the older forms there is quite an abundance of 
specimens, which for neatness, elegance, and beauty, would not stand in any great disadvantage besides the finest 
specimens of their times from any other part of the world. Nor is this remarkable, considering the celebrity which 
India has enjoyed from remote antiquity for the excellence of her ornaments. Adverting to it, Mr. Maskelyne, in his Eeport • 
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Crowns, coronets and tiaras. 


on Jewellery and Precious Stones in the French Exhibition of 1866 (class XXXVI), says: “It is said that even that delicate and 
most sensitive instrument of touch, the hand of the Hindu, is not sufficiently sensitive for fashioning the finest sorts of Indian 
filigree, and that children alone are employed in the manipulation of such a spider-web of wire. Of fabrics so delicate, 
nothing is to be seen among the jewellery at Paris, indeed the best of the Indian filigree, and that by no means worthy of its 
source, is to be found among the articles exhibited under the goldsmith’s class. It is to be remarked of this elegant and primitive, 
perhaps very earliest, form of ornament in precious metal, that it had probably reached its limits for delicacy and 
design at a very archaic period, and has made no real progress in recent times; that, in fact, the early Greek filigraner 
worked with as much facility and delicacy as the Hindu artisan of our day, who inherits the skill and the methods he uses 
by the direct descent of an immemorial tradition. But there are other forms of the goldsmith’s art scarcely less venerable 
than that of the filigranes, possessed of great native beauty, and which also have survived in India, through the long roll of 
centuries, as the Zend and Sanskrit languages'have survived there, the inheritance of families or clans. Those forms of art are 
perishing one by one, as the family in whom it may have been handed down becomes extinct or lets the thread be broken, 
each of these hereditary industries of India moves on with time to its extinction.” It is of course impossible to expect 
specimens of filigree in sculpture, but the ornaments exhibited by no means fail to support the pretensions of the country to 
superior excellence in the goldsmith’s art. 

When treating of coiffure frequent references have already been made to crests, coronets and tiaras. Crowns were held in 

much higher estimation ; and carvings of a great variety of them, some of elaborate workmanship 
are to be met with. The richest crown that has come to my notice, is one worn by the goddess In- 
drdnl at Jdjapur. In outline, it is very like an Iranian cap, but most sumptuously bedecked with jewels all over. Illustrations 
Nos. 63 and 142 also exhibit crowns for gods, but of less pretension: the circlet in Illustration No. 116 is so like a ducal coronet that 
it may be mistaken for one from the head of Eichard Cseur-de-lion. The Ashtanayikas of Jajapur show other and remarkable 
specimens. 

Ornaments for the ears are also exhibited in great variety, but owing to their small size and the rough usage to which 

the hands, nose and ears of most of the statues had been subjected by the Moslem invaders, 
I have not been able to obtain drawings of a sufficient number of perfect and well-marked 
specimens. My drawings include representations of only five varieties, but they are characteri stic, and will, it is believed, prove 
interesting. No. 121 is from a female figure in the Great Tower of Bliuvanesvara. Its drooping plume and fan-like appendage 
are peculiar, and have been noticed on several male figures. Sometimes the fan, probably made of party-coloured fringed 
cloth, is surmounted by floating ribbons, (No. 63). The tdlapatra , or “ palm leaf ear ornament,” named in the Amarakosha, was 
probably no other than this fan. Illustration No. 122 from the same place is worn on the ears, hooked in a hole in the helix or 
outer rim, or tied to the hair near it. It is still in use on the top or sides of the head, and is known in Bengal, where it is made of 
jewelled gold plates and strings of pearls, by the name of fummd. Illustration No. 120 is called Jcarriaphula, or “ the ear-flower,” and 
has a pretty tulip drop ; it has been taken from a figure of the boar incarnation in a small temple adjoining the Great Tower. The 
ornament was a great favourite of Durga, and the famous Manikaruika of Benares derives its name from the circumstance, says 
the legend, of the goddess, having by accident dropped an ornament of this kind at that sacred spot. Illustration No. 118 from 
the Markaitda Tank in Puri is now known in Bengal by the name of dheftri. It is a shield-shaped disk of gold worn on the lobe 
of the ear, sometimes with, and sometimes without, a pendant Illustration No. 119 from the Great Tower represents two 
ornaments, a tulip drop, hung from the antitragus, and a stud with pearl fringe and pendant, attached to the lower edge of 
the lobule. Several other forms will be noticed in some of the illustrations attached to this work. 

Studs and rings for the nose set with stones or pearls are great favourites in the present day, and were probably not 

unknown in former times. In the Sdradd T'daka, mention is made of an Andhra lady “whose 
graceful ear is decorated by the scroll of gold; whose nose-ring set with pearls trembles to 
her breath; and over -whose bosom spreads the saffron-dyed vest ;”* but no such ornaments have been met with in sculpture. 

Of necklaces, the finest specimens are to be seen in the Illustrations Nos. 63 and 142. In their lockets the collets for the setting 

of precious stones on a gold frame is distinctly indicated. Some of the pendants of the large 
Necklaces, bangles, bracelets, &c. nec ] i ] ace 0 f the male figure, Kartikeya, appear as if intended to represent tiger’s claws mounted 

on gold, a favourite charm still in use in some parts of India. The small necklace is formed of small lockets edged with 
pearls. The garland across the chest was probably formed of flowers, though the bell-shaped pendants of Bhagavatffs garland 


Ear ornaments. 


Nose ornaments. 


* Wilson’s Hindu Theatre II., p. 385. 







would suggest the idea of its being the representation of a metallic ornament. The necklet of Bhagavatf is formed of stars of 
five pearls or gold beads each, and a string of pearls is worn between the principal necklace and the necklet. A string 
of bells descends from the right breast, and a .string of pearls or beads passes from the right shoulder to the left 

side ' - • y ; ;• >v.\ • . 

Of ornaments for the forearm the most important in the present day is the.A«7«, a. ring of metal of a cylindrical form, 
''.'Ornaments for the Hand ordinarily pWin^but sometimestwisted or otherwise wrought, which .Bengali women 

■Js ' ‘ reckon as the emblem<of thejr nlarriod State, and never open it as long as their husbands 

.arp living. If made of gold or silver it generally encloses-'a (>tt)jf : iron, but a separate anniilet . of iron .is also commonly 

worn which then forms, like the European marriage ring, the emblem of the married state. In Orissa the b&li is replaced 
by the khi.ru, which differs from the former in being flat, and not cylindrical. Its under surface is flat and smooth, but 
the upper is wrought in various patterns, a beaded form being the most prevalent. In sculpture it is the commonest, and in 
rich specimens has an elaborate boss or crest-like appendage on the top. (Illustration No. 129, a.) The beaded pattern 
is sometimes edged in by rims of which Illustration No. 132, a offers a good specimen ; at other times it is doubled omitting 
the crest (Illustration No. 124), or the spaces between the two circlets widened, or arched, or otherwise developed and 

ornamented. (Illustrations Nos. 123, a, 125, a, 126 a, and 127, a.) In Calcutta the last is in common use, and is 

known under the name of paturi; it is the exact counterpart of the European bracelet. Illustrations Nos. 128, a, 
and 131, a, exhibit the well-known conch-shell ornament (sankhaj . It is formed by cutting the shell (Mazea Rafa of 
Lamark, Turbinella Rafa and Valuta gravis of Sir E. Tennent) into annulets, and eight or ten of them are arranged 
in a tapering form, and then mounted with gold beads, bosses and other decorations; some of the annulets are left white, 
while others are dyed with lac of a bright crimson colour. It , hag, new' entirely gone bat of'fashion in Calcutta, but 
among the poorer classes in Orissa it reigns supreme. A fofn^of it made ofgold, and buffaloe..horn'o>-of'-gbld and horn 
set with precious stones, and called petd churi, has also lost-its.hbld in ..Calcutta ; but it still continues a-favourite amongst 
Uriya belles. Eor the arm the baju, the tdbij and tho tad were, until -recently,'' the .leading ornaments, and Illustrations Nos. 
128, b, 130 and 127, b, exhibit very choice specimens. The baju is apparently mounted with precious stones, but the others 
are simply wrought metal. In Illustrations No. 123, b, and 124, b, there are two specimens of the tabij quite different from what 
is known in the present day, and No. 129, b, improves upon No. 123, b, by adding to it a fringe of small bolls. Illustrations Nos. 
127, c, and 132, c, show various kinds of finger rings and the mode of wearing them. The figures of Bhagavati and Kartikeya 
bear on them some rich specimens of armlets and bracelets. (Illustrations. Nos. 63 and 142.) 

With the Grecians the zone was a most important article of attire, for it served not only as an ornament, but as a belt to 

"Waist ornaments ^ 10 cPiton round the waist, and produce those graceful and charming folds in the drapery 

which have formed tho theme of admiration to all lovers of the classic art. In India it had 
not this double duty to perform, but it was nevertheless held in high estimation, not only by the fair sex, but even by 
grown up men ; and in sculptures all persons of consequence are decorated with it. It was made of various forms, but a fringe 
of bells was hold in the highest favour, and known under different names. Sometimes it was worn tight like a belt, but at 
others loosely like a garland of many rows. The form most in requisition was called chandrahdra, or “ the garland of moons ” 
\ Uriya gote, and the most gorgeous specimen of the mediaeval style of it is seen on the figure of Bhagavatf above noticed. (Illus¬ 
tration No. 63.) It is formed of three massive chains of a curious diagonal pattern, set with spangles, and held together in front 
by a rich and elaborate clasp having a jewelled pendant. From the lowest chain hang a series of bells and pendant chains 
festooned all round the body. The zone of Kartikeya (Illustration No. 142) is quite as magnificent, but its principal pendant 
is even more elaborate and gorgeous. Zones of less pretensions may be seen on plate XXII. 

The exigencies of climate have not permitted European ladies to devote any attention to ornaments for tho legs and feet 

leg and feet ornaments. eXCOpt “ the decorati ™ of their boots and shoes as also tho garter, which in tho middle ages 

was an important female ornament. The case lias been very different in India, and rino-s 
for the toes and anklets and leglets of various kinds have been current from an early epoch. The most favourite amono- them 
was a chain band round tho feet fringed with little bells, or small metal shells filled with shots, which mado a jingling sound when 



and Muhammadan ladies weahi^tjfl an advanced age.-. Modifications ^thisornapaent are s^tewn ip ’^lustrations Nos. 13d," 135 and 
140, whete the chain is replaced by hollow tubes filled with shdtk' Thes'e,afe;^llM‘lW>V«'i'h Saflsfirit'. Illustrations Nos. 133 


134 and 139 represent anklets, of which No. 133 and tho upper one of No. 134 aretjie only ones now in use. They are called 

\ 
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Gujri, from having been first introduced by the belles of Guzrat.* They are made hollow and filled with shots, or fringed with 
bells. The ornaments exhibited in Illustrations Nos. 136, 137, and the upper one of 138, were confined to Orissa and Telingana, 
where the dress worn was generally short, and the leg was left sufficiently bare to display them. They were worn by both sexes, 
but on one leg only. A modification, consisting of a curiously bent rod, is still in use in some parts of Orissa, and is known 
under the name of Unkmala. It was unknown at Sanchi and Amaravatl. Illustration No. 140 shows some toe rings. 

It is scarcely necessary to observe that, with the exception of the collets noticed above, there is nothing in the sculptures 

Pearls and precious stones. sbo " the ornaments were made of; but seeing that pearls have been fished along 

the Coromandel Coast from long before the time of Alexander’s invasion; that pearls, precious 
stones, and gold, as elements of ornament, have been known in the country from times immemorial; and that Manu ordains a 
b ne for “ piercing fine gems, as diamonds or rubies, and for boring pearls or inferior gems improperly,” there need be little doubt 
as to what their materials were. Of course it is possible that what I take for pearls may have been only beads of metal, or stone, or 
baked clay, and thebangles may have been of bell-metal; but it is not very probable that the princes,under whose orders the temples 
were designed and built, always satisfied their passion for ornaments with nothing more precious. In the lMhmana of the old 
recension ot the Y ajur Veda, which dates from at least eight centuries before the Christian era, jewellery is recommended to be 
strung m gold.f The word used for jewellery is Kucha, which may mean glass, or glass beads; but it would be unreasonable to 
suppose that those who set glass on gold, did not follow the same procedure with diamonds, rubies, and other precious stones, for 
which they had names, and which they knew and prized. In the first century before the Christian era, S'udraka in his play of the 
Toy Cart, did not think it inconsistent to describe in the courtyard of a common courtezan’s house, jewellers’ shops, “ where skilful 
artists were examining pearls, topazes, sapphires, emeralds, rubies, lapislazuli, coral, and other jewels; some set rubies in gold; 
some work gold ornaments on coloured thread, some string pearls, some grind the lapislazuli, some pierce shells, and some cut 
coral.Nor were the people satisfied with such originals; the requirements of society rendered the fabrication of false 
jewellery a commonly practised art. This is evident from a passage in the same play, in which a question is raised about the 
identity of certain ornaments produced in a court of justice, whereupon the Judge asks : 

Judge . “ Do you know these ornaments ?” 

Mother. “ Have I not said ? They may be different, though like. I cannot say more; they may be imitations made by 
some skilful artist. J 

Judge. “ It is true. Provost, examine them; they may be different, though like; the dexterity of the artists is no doubt 

very great, and they readily fabricate imitations of ornaments they have once seen, in such a manner, that the difference 
shall scarcely be discernible. ”§ 

Eight centuries after that time Uriyd Rajds may be supposed, without any great stretch of imagination, to have had 
some such bijouterie. 

Looking glasses deserve to be mentioned as a part of the toilette, for in ancient India, they were rarely designed as orna- 

Looking-glasses. ments for rooms ’ Thc most rudimentary form of this article appears in finger rings, in the shape 

of bits of crystal set on foils. Such rings were formerly, as at present, worn on the thumb, and 
many sculptured nymphs may be seen beholding the reflection of their countenances on their rings. Larger specimens of a cir¬ 
cular, oval; or oblong shape, framed and mounted on handles, are not wanting, and these invariably occur in the hands of young 
ladies. Woodcut No. 25. What the reflectors were made of, whether foiled glass, or crystal, or polished metal plate, 

I cannot ascertain. In the Sanskrit language there are several words to indicate mirrors, and most of them 
are derived from roots implying reflection, but none a metal, or polishing. In the medimval and later 
ancient works, the words are largely used, but I have not yet met with any of them in the Rig Veda 
Sanhita. To persons acquainted with crystals and metal foil and familiar with the art of preparing false 
jewellery, the idea of setting small plates of crystal on foil for the manufacture of looking-glasses would 
be easy enough, and that is the way,, most probably, in which ancient Indian mirrors were made. 
Polished metal plates were, however, frequently used, and in the present day orthodox people prefer 
them to foiled glass in connexion with religious ceremonies. Such plates are usually made of silver 
stee1 ’ brass ’ or a s Pe«ulum metal in which silver predominates. The ancient Egyptians preferred 
No. 25, Looking-glass, copper, or an alloy of copper and tin, i. e., bell metal; but the Hindus hold that alloy as im¬ 
pure, and never use it for religious purposes. For ordinary, every-day, domestic utensils and ornaments, however, it 



* Thus in the Sdr add Tilaka ; “ There goes the maid of Gurjara, blooming 
as with perpetual youth, having eyes like the chakora , of the complexion of the 
yellow rochana, and a voice musical as that of the parrot. She wears anklets 


of silver, large earrings set with pearls, and her bodice is buttoned below 
hips with gems.” Wilson’s Hindu Theatre, II. 384.. 
f Taittiriya Brali may a, III. 605. 

$ Wilson’s Hindu Theatre, II. p. 85. § Ibid. I, 165. 









Bedsteads. 



was, and indeed is, very largely employed, a'nd seeing tliat it' is cheap, and the Uriyfis are particularly successful in producing it 
of a very superior description, rivalling silver in colour and brightness, it was. probably also i\$ed in the fabrication of mirrors, 
fhe word kachaiov glas^occurs in works considerably over two thousand years old, and seeing, that' the Singhalese, who 
borrowed all the arts of civilized life from the Hindus, make mention, in the Dipamtnso^ of a “ glass pinnacle” placed oh the 
top .of the huanawelld dagcfl^a by Suida\tis$a, brother of Dutugaimuna, in the second century before Christ, and of a u glass 
mirror, in the third century Hind Pliny describes the glass of India'being superior to all others from the circumstance 

of its being made of pounded qryst^Lib .XXXVI. c. 66), it would not, I fancy, be presumptuous to believe, that it was, in ancient 
times, used in India in the foliation, of looking-glasses; but I have nothing to show that mercury was used in fixing the foil 
on it. The looking-glasses^ used -iu«fhe decoration of the marble bath in the palace at Agra, were foiled with a film of lead 
and tin poured in a melted state v in large glass globes which were afterwards broken to form small mirrors. This mode 
of foiling is still in common'practice in many parts of India. A counterpart of the mirror shown in the woodcut 
occurs in the garden scene at'Sanfclif. -4 female figure from Bhuvanes'vara, in the Museum of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, 
No. 806, is seen holding a, Circular'convex mirroi; by a moss strap on its back. Tho handled mirror shown in the woodcut 
is, in appearance, very like N the looking-glasses of the. ancient Egyptian ladies. In the finer specimens of such articles the 
handles were probably carved as in Egypt, pr ornamented with metallic mountings, but I have met with no such 
specimen. • • . 

The most* prominent characteristic of the Indian mode of living has always b.een extreme simplicity. It is not remarkable, 
FurniW and Domestic Utensils, therefore, that there should be wanting traces of any great variety of furniture and domestic 

utensils among thorn. The four-poster was probably never known, and of almirahs, cliests-of- 
drawers, and the like, there are no names in the Sanskrit language. The bedstead of the ancient Uriyas was ordinarily like the 

ancient Egyptian and modern Indian charpoy—a rope matting stretched on a simple frame 
of wood supported on four legs. For men of consequence and wealth, the matting < 
was re-plaeed by tape, (palang'), or boards, ( takhtaposh ), the frame-work set off with 
No. 26. mouldings and carved work, and tho legs cut into various shapes. According to the 

Brihat Safihita, which dates from the middle of the sixth century, the woods most esteemed for bedsteads were those 
of the Asana (asan, Pentaptera tomentosa ), Syandana (Dalbergia ougeinensis ), Chandana (sandal wood, Pterocarpus san - 
Minus ), Haridra (Mesua ferrea ;), Suradaru (deodar pine, Pinus deoddru ), Tinduki (a kind of ebony, Diosperos .glutinosa\ 
Bala (jS'K orea robusta), Kasmari (gambhir, Gmelina arbored), Anjana (Michaelea champaka ), Padmaka (?) Sdka (teak, Tectona 
grandis ), and Sifisapd (sisu, Dalbergea sisu). f These include some of the best timber-producing trees of India; tlie wood 
of most of these trees is hard, close-grained, susceptible of a good polish, and in every way well adapted for cabinet work. 
The value of sandal, ebony, teak, sisu and gambhdr for such purposes is too -well known to need iteration; the last is 
particularly esteemed for the fabrication of the sounding-boards of musical instruments. It is worthy of note, however, 
that the list does not include the toon, which now-a-days is so.extensively .employed in furniture-making. The SllpaSVstra 
and some of the Puranas give detailed directions for felling these trees at particular seasons when the circulation of the sap 
has stopped, and fo'r seasoning the wood afterwards so as to prevent unequal contractions and cracks in drying. Trees, Which 

have been struck by lightning, or knocked down by inundations, storms or elephants, 
or which have fallen towards the south side, as well as those winch grow on burial, 
burning or consecrated grounds, or at the confluence of large rivers, or by the road¬ 
side, also, those which have withered tops, or an entanglement of heavy creepers 
on them, or bear thorns, or are the receptacles of many honey-combs and birds’ 
nests, are reckoned unfit for the fabrication of bedsteads, as they are inauspicious, 
No. 27. and are sure to bring on misfortune, disease and death.J Some of the woods 

commended are supposed to be most propitious when used singly, such as tho gambhar, the 6san, the sisu and the 
sanclaly\ others may be \ised singly or jointly, such as v the teak and the sal, and the haridra and the kadamba ; but the Dalbergia 
hufreinertfrib s and the mango should never be used separately; the last may be used for the. legs of bedsteads, but the frame- 
wq^k should be 6f'some strongei: wood.. The sandal wood is good enough by itself; but it is most highly prized when 
A ---- ., ' • -:-:----- - -—---- 
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mounted with gold and jewels.* But the best of all materials for bedsteads, according to the Brihat Saftkitd , is ivory. It 
should be used solid for the legs, and in thin plates for in-laying on the frame-work which should be of some choice wood. 
In selecting ivory about two thicknesses at the root of the tusk, which is hollow, should be rejected, if the animal from which 
it is taken come from the plain ; but if it be a mountain grazer, somewhat less.f Great stress is also laid on the venation of the 
ivory. If the figures formed by the venation be of auspicious objects, the substance is good, otherwise it should he rejected. 
In the case of wood venation is approved, but large knots, hollows, and perforations by worms or insects, are strongly 
condemned, and detailed descriptions are given of the different kinds of misfortune which await the unfortunate wight 
who happens to sleep on a bedstead with knots in the end, in the shaft, in the globular central bulging, or in the top of its 
legs. The frame-work, according to the authority quoted, should have mouldings above and below, or be carved in various 
ornamental figures, or inlaid with gold, ivory and precious stones. 

The standard measure for carpenter’s work is the cingula ,, or finger’s breadth of eight barley corns divested of their husk, 

and laid side by side. This finger would be all but exactly equal to an 
inch ; practically native carpenters, both in Bengal and the North Western 

f „7 : ''. Provinces, take the English inch to be equal to eight barley corns or jfaos. 

Of this scale, the royal bod should measure a hundred, that is eight feet 
and four inches in length. For princes, a length of ninety inches, or 
No. 28. seven feet six inches, is held sufficient. The prime minister comes in for 

eighty-four inches, the commander-in-chief for seventy-eight, and the high priest for seventy-two. J The rule as laid down is 
imperative ; but I fancy the author intended some exceptions, otherwise His Grace the Hindu Archbishop, who happened to be 
somewhat of a grenadier in height and of Falstaffian proportions, would have made a sad time of it in his bed of barely six 
feet, unless he got over it by a special dispensation. The breadths of these several bedsteads measured three-fourths of the 
length, that is four feet six inches to six feet, and the height one-fourth, or one foot six inches to two feet one inch.§ Nothing 
has been said in the Brihat Sahhita about the size of bedsteads for ordinary people, but it is to be presumed that its measure 
was not subject to any sliding scale. 

As none of the bedsteads carved on the temples is of natural size, it is impossible to ascertain how far the rules of the 
Brihat SaUMtd , as regards this class of furniture were respected in practice. The breadth of the bedsteads seen, as far as I can 
guess, is about three-fourths of the length, but the height is not always exactly one-fourth of the length, or even near it. The 
principal causes of diversity , however are the legs. Unlike the North Indian charpoy, whose legs are almost invariably of 
the same shape, the Uriya bedsteads display legs of at least a score of different fanciful shapes quite unlike each other, 
some of them very similar to European designs of the present day, or 3uch as may be copied to advantage. The woodcuts Nos. 

26 to 30, exhibit some of the typical forms, but they are by no means 
the most select. They were copied as they were met with without careful 
comparison and selection ; but such as they are they will most likely 
prove interesting. Woodcut No. 26, from Muktesvara, exhibits a very 
simple form with a plain border and legs, carved like lion’s paws. No. 
27, from the same locality, is remarkable for the manner in which the. 
lion paws are fixed to the platform, not at the angles as usual, but con- 
X ) 29 siderably within the borders. No. 28, from the Great Tower, has very 

chastely designed legs, and the border of the platform is set off with a complicated series of mouldings. The legs of 
No. 29, from the same place, are somewhat like those of the last, but its platform has a bevelled edge and no moulding. 
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The ordinary angula is much less than an inch, twenty-four of it going to 
a cubit, or a foot and a half. If that measure be accepted the royal bedstead 
would be reduced to six feet, and that of the high priest to a little over four 
feet. 
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No. 30. 


Before it are seen a footstool with turned legs, and a curiously shaped vessel which 
I take to be a spittoon—two articles of frequent occurence as accessories to bedsteads. 
To a nation so inordinately addicted to chewing betel leaves, the spittoon is a 
most mdispensible article of furniture, and in groups and court scenes, it often 
occurs in the hand of an attendant. The footstool when placed besides a bedstead 
served the purposes of a step for ascending on the bed, but it was also used as a 
stand for the betel box, drinking cups, water carSfds, or flagons for wine. Woodcut 

No - 30 > from tho Groat Tower, exhibits the richest bedstead I have seen in Orissan 
sculpture. It is mounted on an elaborately carved dais, and has very pretty legs of a square pattern, the like of which are 
very common in Bengal in the present day. On one side of the bedstead is attached a semi-circular head-piece, designed 
to prevent the pillow from falling over. The bedding (Sanskrit talpa) appears to have been stuffed, and the stuffing 
kept m its place by tufting. There was a large thick pillow on its upper side, but my artist forgot to copy it. From l 

slightly projecting mark under the frame, I fancy that such bedsteads were sometimes provided with secret recesses for the 

deposit of valuables and jewellery, as is still the case in some parts of the country. The bedsteads were used both for 
deeping, and as ottomans or sofas. 

The throne designed by Phidias for his renowned Olympian Jupiter was a large, high-backed arm-chair, elaborately 
Thrones. carved, and sumptuously decorated, but still a chair, or a seat for one person, as the word 6 P 6 m , 

originally meant in Greek, in contradistinction to the or couch for holding two or 
more persons, and the Egyptian thrones as preserved in sculptures and paintings are all huge chairs of some kind or other. The 
Indian throne differed entirely from these. It was founded on the model of the iakhtaposh or bedstead, and was distinguished 
from it only by its mountings and decorations. According to tho Yukfi-kalpa-taru two sizes were common, one eight” cubits 
square and four cubits high, and the other four cubits square and two cubits high. Tho former was called Rdjapdtra, and the latter 
Rdjdsana. The angles of the square, however, were not always left entire, and by the way in which they were cut off 
the seat became six, eight, or ten-sided. The great height of the seat necessitated a flight of steps in front, but whether the 
steps extended to the whole length of a side, or only covered a portion of it, I cannot ascertain. Around the platform, there 
was a railing, but there is nothing to show that there was any raised back to lean upon: probably there was none, as the largo 
pillow or tam, which formed an important element of the seat, rendered it superfluous. The name of the throne, SMidmna 
is supposed to have been derived from the images of lions (&W), which originally formed its supports, but the secondary 
meaning of a state-chair or throne, soon set aside the derivative meaning of a “ lion seat,” and such solecistie words as 
Padma-sin/idsana, “lotus-lion-seat,” Gaja-sinhdmna, “elephant-lion-seat,” liko the Yankee “neck-handkerchief,” got into 
currency from very early times. The objects ordinarily selected for the decoration of the legs were images of lotuses 
conch shells, elephants, geese, lions, pitchers, deer, and horses. The thrones were named differently according to the forml 
in which the legs were carved. Thus a throne made of gambliar wood with mountings of gold and rubiel, havino- the 
sides festooned with carvings of lotus flowers, and tho feet shaped like lotus buds, was named the “ lotus throne.” It had a lining 
of scarlet cloth, and for supports of the frame-work eight to twelve human figures, each twelve fingers long. A throne made 
of the abovenamed wood with silver and crystal mountings, white lining, and carvings of shells on the frame and the feet 
was called the « conch-shell throne,” SanJcha si&hdmm. It had twenty-seven figured supports. A throne made of jack wood’ 
with gold, amethyst, coral and lapislazuli mountings, scarlet cloth lining, and carvings of lines of elephants on the frame and 
of elephant heads at the feet, was called an “ elephant throne.” In the same way, the « goose throne,” fHafisa sinhdsmaj was 
so-called from having figures of geese carved on the frame and on the feet. It was made of sdla wood, mounted with gold, topazes 
and agates, and lined with yellow cloth. It had twenty-one human figures for supports. The “ lion throne” was made of sandal 
wood, mounted with gold, diamonds, mother-o-pearls, and lined with white cloth. It had, as its name implies, carvings of 
e ep ants on the frame and on the feet, and twenty-one human figures for supports. The “ pitcher throne,” (Ghata sMdsanaJ 
was made of champaka wood, and mounted with gold and emeralds ; it had lines of pitchers carved on the frame, lotus buds on 
the feet, and blue cloth for lining. Its figured supports numbered twenty-two. When the throne happened to be made of 
Nfma wood (Maha azadvrachtaj , mounted with gold and sapphires, carved with lines of deer on the frame, and deer heads on 
the feet, and Imed with blue cloth, it was called a “ deer throne,” (Mriga uiihdmnaj. And when it happened to be made of the 
Mesua ferrea wood mounted with gold and diverse kinds of jewels, lined with various coloured cloth, and carved with 
figures of horses, and horses heads at the feet, it was called a “ horse throne,” ^ya HMsanaJ. It had seventy-four human 
figures for supports. Besides these the Garuda throne, fGar^anaj, for Vishnu, the Bull throne, (BrmLj, for Siva 
and the Peacock throne for Kdrtikeya, are frequently mentioned. But I have seen none of these in sculpture. A pL takMa 
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posh with carved legs, and moulded frames, is what is most common, and carvings of animals and human figures are 
rather exceptions than otherwise. Even the two large thrones of Jagannatha in the Purf and the Gundiclia temples, are 
perfectly plain and uncarved. It should be added, however, that it is possible that the structures which I have taken for 
sihhasdnhs or thrones were intended only for pit has or ottoman seats and not throned - 

Of ottomans, five kinds are described in books; the first measuring three'feet by one foot six inches, with a height of 

nine inches, called Sukhdsana ; the second, six feet by three, with a height of one foot six 
inches, called Jayd^ana ; .the third, nine feet by four feet six inches, with a height of two feet 
three inches, called Subhusana ; the fourth, twelve feet by six, with a height of three feet, called Sidhydsana ; and fifth, fifteen 
feet by seven feet Six inches, with a height of three feet nine inches, called Sampatdmna. Others, called 
Janata, Rdjapitha, Kelijntha and Anyapitha , are also occasionally mentioned. These were made, according 
to choice, of metal, stone or wood, and carved into various shapes.. Of metals, gold, silver, copper, 
and brass, were most esteemed, and iron condemned, except for purposes of incantations. Of stones, the 
gritty sandstone alone was condemned, and the other kinds recommended with the proviso, that the 
colour of the stone should correspond with that of the planet which presided for the time being on the 
destiny of the person who was to use the seat ; thus when a man happened to be under the influence 
of Saturn, he had to use a stone seat of a blue colour ; but.if Venus happened to be the presiding planet, 
a bright yellow stone was the most appropriate. Crystal formed an exception to this rule, and was 
No. 31. reckoned fit for use at all times. As regards wood, the mango, the jfonan, the kadamba, and all very 

light woods, were, as a matter of course, held unfit, as also all very heavy, knotty wood with irregular veins. The most 
appropriate woods were the sandal, gambhara, sal a, sisu, ebony, teak, bakula, &c. Seats of these various descriptions are frequent¬ 
ly met with in sculpture. A very good specimen of the first kind of sofa occurs in the second compartment of the Amardvatf stone- 
now in the Museum of the Asiatic Society, where it is provided with comer posts and a tester frame, and is being carried about 

on the shoulders of men in a procession. Images of gods and Hindu bridegrooms are to this day 
carried about in sedans of this description, and they are known under the old name of Sukhdsana. 
Their short height makes them peculiarly fitted for this purpose. The other kinds were intended 
to be kept as fixtures, i. e ., not much moved about. In sculpture the ends of their legs are frequently 
carved into the form of lion’s paws, or eagle’s claws, and the shafts of the legs are sometimes, but 
not often, shaped like the legs of those animals. Cane moras are also frequently met with, shaped 
very mulch in the same way as now (Illustration No. 164). A variety of it with a raised 
back is shown in Woodcut No. 31, taken, like the last named Illustration, from one of Mr. Fergusson*s plates of Amara- 
vatf sculptures. Seats similar-to it are'common enough in the North Western Provinces, though the requirements of Europeans 
have caused.^ change in the form of the back-rest. That they were common in former days is evident from a verse in K&li- 
ddsa’s Kumar a Sambhdv'a, where the mountain-king Himalaya is described to have offered such seats to the seven sages, who came 
with tile'proposal of marriage of his daughter Uma with Mah&deva.* At a much earlier period, we find in the Rdm&yana and 
the Mahabhdrata, .tod even in the Rig Veda, seats or chairs of gold described as invariable accompaniments of royalty. Thus 
Apamariyo't, “ the grmidsW’ of 'the * waters,” -in the last named work, is pourtrayed as “ of golden form, of golden aspect, of 
golden hue, aflff shining,'sealed on a Seat of gold”! The mention qf carpenters in that work}: implies the existence of wooden 
furniture, andfoods and'C-hairs and’ stools would be the. most’ probable articles of that description that 
would’be turped out by such artizans-; for had they been employed, as has been supposed by 
some, in the fabrication of only cars and waggons, they would have been named Rathakdras , and not 
- ir 0 ; 33. • » \ Siiiradharas or Takshakas . In the time of Maiiu’s Laws, the demand for cabinet-ware was sufficiently 
brisk to render the establish™ exit'of *a distinct class or caste of men necessary for-exclusive devotion to carpentry. 

In Orissa, Wooden stools, and cane moras were, it.seeins, the ordinary form of raised seats. The mora, is identically of the 
same shape'as is common now. Wooden stools appear under different forms. Wopdcut No. 32, exhibits a well-finished 
specimen : s it occurs repeatedly on’the Great Tower. But the most remarkable among the stools are . 
-those whiclr are mounted onerossed legs very much' like the folding camp-stools of the present day - 
(woodcuts Nos. 33'and 34) ; thqugh,-whether they were so made as to fold or not, it is of course 
impossible now to determine.. Fold-stools like these are not unfrequently represented in the illumi- \ 
nations' of mediaeval European manuscripts, and formerly when a bishop was required to officiate 
in any but his own cathedral church .'-jnrherG his throne/was erected, a folding stool was placed 
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for him m tlio church, and ho frequently carried one with him in his journeys. Among the ancient Egyptians 
and Assyrians, they seem to have been very common, as both Wilkinson and Layard have figured a great variety of 
them. In Orissa, they occur both on the Great Tower, and on the Temple of Muktesvara. Occasionally these folding 
stools were used as tables, and on the Great Tower, one may be seen holding eithor chessmen, or dice, or a roll of paper, 
with two persons seated on the opposite sides. (Illustration No. 24.) In the Temple of Muktes'vara, it is used as a book-stand. 

Of benches and chairs with backs and arm-rests, no specimens have been seen among Bliuvanes vara sculptures, but at Amara- 



vati long benches, with high backs of different designs, not unoften of the Buddhist rail pattern, 
are common. Some of them have arm-rests. Woodcut No. 35, represents a very common form; 
it lias well-carved and turned legs, battened seat, and a sloping back of carved work. Wood- 
cut No. 36, has arm-rests with rounded tops, the back being made of a single wavy bar 
without any intermediate support. These were used sometimes with, and sometimes without, 
No ' 35, cushions and pillows. The last had a footstool of a rich pattern in front, which is shown 

below under a separate head (No. 42.) Chairs with or without arm-rests, are likewise frequently met with, and of designs which 

for their time were certainly remarkable, though by no means displaying the taste, elegance, 
and richness, which characterised ancient Egyptian and Assyrian furniture. For easy reference, 
a few ol these, like the benches, have been copied on the margin from Mr. Fergusson’s u Tree 
and Serpent Worship,” but so delineated as to show their character and perspective more fully 
than can he perceived in the positions they occupy in Mr. Fergusson’s plates. Woodcut No. 37 
shows a form which occurs repeatedly as a repository for some sacred object, or a throne for 
a royal or distinguished personage. Its seat is of about the same height as that of an 
No. 30. ordinary chair, so that one can sit on it while resting his feet on the ground; its sidos 

and the back are protected by rails, strengthened by a double line of ornamented cross bars. Its arm-rests, seat-frame 

and the bar on the top of the hack are all neatly carved, and the last terminates on each side 

in an alligator head, an ornament which under the name of maJcara-mukha is of frequent 
occurrence in Indian sculpture and carved work. The legs of the chair are formed by 
doubling the leg of the Tukhtaposh, No. 29, with an intervening ribbed globe. There is 
nothing to show how the seat was formed, but from traces of cushions and pillows, I think it 
was boarded. No. 38, is as heavy and primitive as the last, but,it has no arm-rest and its 
back is low. In its general character, No. 39 belongs to the same class with the preceding 
two; but there is more art and finish in its details. The legs are slender, well-turned, and on 
the whole as good as those of ordinary chairs of the present day. The ends of the top bar of the 
back projects far out, have the usual makara head terminals, and arc supported by figures of 
rampant lions; the fore ends of the arm-rests bend out laterally, and have similar terminals and supports, and the railing is 

light and chaste. No. 40 belongs to a different class, and resembles a modern chair much more 
closely than the precoding. Its legs are turned, carved, and finished much more carefully, the 
back and arm-rests are light and comfortable, and the whole has a modern look about it. 
No. 41 looks like a dwarf chair; the construction of its reclining arched hack is peculiar, and 
its seat is semicircular behind, but in its construction there is very little to indicate its old 
primitive character. The legs are particularly worthy of notice. Joiner’s art seems to have 
made sufficient progress at the time these chairs were made, and that at the lowest computation 
about two thousand years ago, to enable the carpenters to fix the legs with sufficient firmness 
by tenon and mortise joints, to dispense with the necessity of cross bars at tlio lower end—a 
provision often found unavoidable for the sake of strength in ill-made furniture of the present 
day. The fact of such chairs and benches having been made for ordinary use, indicates a much higher state of civilization, than 
could be assumed if Mr. Fergusson’s theory of the nude figures, who frequently occupy them, being of the so-called Dasyu, 
or aboriginal, race, be accepted. As already stated, these chairs were most likely fitted with stuffed cushions, as they are not 
unfrequently provided with pillows near the back; but in the absence of colour and details, it is difficult to make out how^N 
they were set off. 

The ordinary mode of sitting on ottomans in saloons in the company of friends, or on ceremonial occasions, was an erect 

one with the legs crossed; but when at ease, the reclining position with one arm thrown over 
the talciyd was preferred. This latter was also the practice of the Romans, who sat reclined 
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supported by the left elbow, “ etcubito remanete presso”* On stools, chairs, and benches, the most common style was 

.'.to* sit with one leg hanging and the other placed on the opposite thigh. Sometimes the 
.legsVere crossed; at others, both the legs were allowed to hang in the European style, the 
feet jesting on low'stools ; and this was evidently reckoned by far the most dignified mode 
. of sitting ;-‘for figures o%ods are generally so seated; they also occur with one leg hanging 
and the other folded, but neter oipthe^ground, or on a cushion with the legs crossed, as is 
usual' with men in tlie present day... That persons of rank also'adopted the same style, is 
■ more than* probable, as we find Kaikeyf . in the Rdmaynna— . . 

“ When she saw her son, so long away, 

Returning after many a day, 

And from her golden seat in joy, 

Spring forward to her darling boy.”f 

Other instances of the same description may be easily multiplied. When 
men of rank are represented seated on sofas, they are attended by servants 
holding chauris and an umbrella; but in zenana scenes the attendants bear 
betel boxes and palm-leaf fans. The- ordinary attendant in such cases is a I 
pot-bellied, big-breasted, elderly story-teller, seated in front. Sometimes female 
No. 40. musicians and songstresses are also delineated. The mistress generally sits 

cross-legged, occasionally having in her hand a flat, small, circular mirror with a long projecting handle, a No. 41. 
requisite of female toilet which seems to have been a great favourite with ancient Indian belles, and is frequently alluded to 
in old Sanskrit works. . v v » » • ^ V . \V ^ 

The footstool, like the <f>p V w^ of the Greeks, and the scdbcllum of the Romans, was an • important article of furniture in 

Indian households, and frequent mention of it is made in ancient works. For gods and 
goddesses the most appropriate footstool was a full-blown lotus. It had a charming effect 
in setting off a piece of sculpture, and typified a most elegant poetical idea. For such personages seats of lotus flowers were 
not uncommon. For obvious physical reasons, such a style of depicting footstools 
could not be very congruous for human beings ; and yet for the setting off to 
advantage of seated figures, footstools of some kind or other were absolutely required. 

Accordingly, we see a great number of sculptured footstools of various designs and 
patterns. Two of these are shown on the margin. (Woodcuts Nos. 42 and 43.) 

They are as. closely like modern % English footstools as can’well be imagined. %The first is from Amaravatf, and the second, from 
BhuvanesVara. The stool shown in‘Woodcut No! 29, 'is A form of which Counterparts, / undet.' tlie name of Jaldehauki, occur 
in almost every Bengali house. •' At s'i 
The curious reader will notice many 

Serpent Worship. * • ’ ' ‘ ‘ % % ; * • V v » / 

As stands for betel boxes, drinking cups and the t like,'the^first kino oi i^tstool, .(Wbodcu't N<?* 29) was, as already 
described','generally used, but Mt would seem* frojn s^\o.'bas-reliefs on the 
‘BhuvanesVara temples, that another kind of stand was preferred for such 
purposes in rich houses. It resembled very closely the modern teapoy, but without the 
characteristic'three legs, it being fixed in a thick heavy carved block, which gave it much 
greater firmness on the ground than modern teapoys can claim. The stems of all the 
specimens were carved into a series of balls fixed upon each other, or formed into a 
twisted flute, and the tops carved in various designs. Woodcut No. 44 exhibits a plain 
specimen, and No.'45' ar rich one, both taken from the Great flWer; fye latMjhad a'betel/ 
box on its top, but‘in siich'a decayed state that no trustworthy drawing could be made * , No 45 
No. 44. 0 f it. ' V ’ , ■ 
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No. 48. 


Umbrella. 


In so hot a climate as that of India, a fan is an absolute necessity, and it has been in use from a very archaic period. It does 

not seem, however, to have, in early times, attained any great excellence in 
its formation. In sculpture, it always appears as a circular, or an oval, disk of 
some light material, such as palm-leaf or matting, mounted on a long slender handle, or provided with a 
haft on one side of the rim, so closely similar to what is manufactured in the present day, that the specimens 
shown on the margin, (Woodcuts Nos. 46, 47, 48), copied from originals on the Great Tower, may 
well be taken for modern articles. In Sanskrit works, fans of cloth, peacock’s feathers, cane, bamboo, 
and other articles, are frequently mentioned; but everywhere pre-eminence is assigned to the well known No. 46. 

palm, Borassas flalelliformis. In treatises on medicine some fans are said to overcome phlegm, others bile, 
and others heat; thus the Rdjavallahha , quoted in the S'abdakalpadruma of Rdja Radhakanta 
Deva: “ The palm-leaf fan overcomes disturbances of all the three humours, and is light and 
agreeable ; the bamboo fan causes heat and irritability, and promotes inordinate secretion of the 
airy and the bilious humours ; the cane, the cloth, and the peacock feather fans, overcome distur¬ 
bances of the three humours ; the hair fail is invigorating, &c.”* According to some practi- 

No. 47. tioners, the palm-leaf fan promotes phlegm, and for patients suffering from diseases due to an 
excess of phlegm, a cloth fan, or palm-leaf fan covered with cloth, is generally recommended. 

The umbrella and the chdmara are represented very largely, but in no great variety. As insignia of royalty they weie 

held in greater estimation than even the crown; and for goddesses, saints, and men of 
consequence, they are rarely forgotten. In Europe in the present day, the umbrella, though a 
highly useful article as a farapluie or a parasol , carries with it an idea of effeminacy. In ancient times o-KidSaov was held by 
Aristophanes as a lady’s toy, and the Romans assigned it to their gentle women, as an article befitting their delicacy. The 
Greeks, nevertheless, used it as a mystic symbol in some of their sacred festivals, and the Romans introduced the custom of 
hanging an unbrella in the basilican churches as a part of the insignia of office of the judge sitting in the basilica. It is 
said that “ on the judgment hall being turned into a church, the umbrella remained, and in -fact occupied the place of the 
canopy over thrones and the like,” and Beatian, an Italian Herald, says, “ that a vermilion umbrella in a field argent 
symbolises dominion.”f If is also believed that the cardinal’s hat is a modification of the umbrella in the basilican churches. 
Among the ancient Egyptians, the umbrella carried with it a mark of distinction, and persons of quality alone could use it. The 
Assyrians reserved it for royal personages only. “ The umbrella or parasol,” says Layard, i 1 that emblem of royalty so 

universally adopted by Eastern nations, w r as generally carried over the king in time of peace, and sometimes even in 

war. In shape it resembled very closely those now in common use; but it is always seen open in the sculptures. It 
was edged with tassels, and was usually ornamented at the top by a flower or some other ornament. On the later 
bas-reliefs a long piece of embroidered linen, or silk, falling from one side like a curtain appears to screen the king 
completely from the sun. The parasol was reserved exclusively for the. monarch, and is never represented as borne 
over any other person.The Moslim sovereigns of India were likewise very particular about the use of the umbrella by 
other than royal personages. But the Indians, like the Egyptians, were not so exclusive. They permitted the chatta to be 
used by other than kings, though they entertained the idea that the right to bear an umbrella, belonged chiefly to 
persons of considerable distinction. The king is par excellence the Chhatrapali , or “ the Lord of the Umbrella,” and the 
title is even now held in higher estimation than that of Raja or Maharaja. The king of Burmah is proud to call himself 
< c the Lord of Twenty-four Umbrellas,” and the Emperor of China carries that number of parasols even to his hunting field. 
The Mahdbharata makes frequent mention of the umbrella as a mark of royal dignity, and, in the Danadharma section, enjoins 
the gift of white umbrellas having a hundred ribs, as a religious act calculated to ensuro the donor a long residence in the 
heaven of Indr a, respected by gods, heavenly choristers and Brahmans. § Panini mentions the chliatra , and gives its derivation 
(VI., 4, 97), and the Smritikdras, both ancient and modern, all follow the Mahdbharata in praising the gift of the umbrella, 
as an act of-great merit. According to the Yuktikalpataru umbrellas are of two kinds, special or royal, and ordinary. The 
latter is again of two kinds, according as it is handled— sadanda , or handleless-— nirdanda. |[ The former was adapted to open 
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and shut at pleasure. Its principal parts were the stem, sliding frame, ribs, threads, cloth, and pin. The stem or handle, in 
a well-made umbrella, should be in the present age four cubits long, the sliding frame,two spans, the ribs three cubits, and 
the cloth twice the length of the ribs. The pin, which supplies the place of the modern spring to lock the sliding frame, is 
reckoned at eight fingers. These proportions, iowever, should, in the opinion of the author under notice, vary according to the 
rank of the owner, llules are also given by him for royal umbrellas of various kinds. An umbrella with the stem and. frame of 
choice wood, and of ribs of selected bamboo, and thread aluhcloth of a red colour, is goad for kings. It is called Prasdda. The 
Pratdpa is made of a blue stem and cloth, with a golden top and hinge ; it is the most appropriate for princes. If the stem and 
slide be made of sandal wood, and the threads and cloth bo pf a pure; white colour, and the top be surmounted with a golden halasa 
or knob, the umbrella would be most auspicious for kings. It jar .called, KanaJcadanda. The most important, however, was the 
one which was named Navadcoida , and recommended to be jj.sed on great state occasions, such as coronations, royal marriages, &c. 
Its stem, sliding frame, ribs and lock pin, were made of pure gold ; its cloth and strings of choice colour, and it was decorated with 
golden knobs, figures of duSks and cars, and fringes of tlijrjy'-two- strings of pearls*, each formed of thirty-two heads. Its top 
used, to he sm-mounted with a pure white brilliant, artel the lower end of the stem with a ruby and a carnelian, and its most 
Appropriate appendage was a tassel of yak tail, one cubd^ong. The Agni Purana (C. 224) Hoes not enter into any great detail, 
but, recommends other materials besides cloth for the construction Of royal umbrellas. According to it, f< it is conducive to 
the good of princes to have their umbrellas made of the feathers of geese, or of peacocks, or of parrots, or of herons fvakaj; but 
they should not be made of feathers of various kinds mixed together. The colour of the umbrella, when intended 
for the use of Kshatriyas, should be white, and when for that of Brahmans, other than of that colour. 

Its handle should be made of a cane from three to eight joints in length,” Tlie.'Brihat Sanhitd recommends the- 
feathers of geese, fowl, peacocks, and cranes, (sdrasj, as also new cloth, as the best materials for the covering of. 
white umbrellas, the decorations to consist of pearl fringes, garlands and crystal mountings, the handle being of 
gold, six cubits long, and divided into seven or nine sections, and the area one-half the length of the handle. 

For crown-princes, queens, generalissimos and chief judges, the haft should be reduced half a cubit, and the area 
to be two and a half cubits. For ordinary people, the umbrella may be of cloth or peacock’s feathers, according 
to choice, the shape being square, and the handle rounded.* The Woodcut in the margin, No. 49, represents 
the only kind of olihtitd that has been met with in sculpture; it has two tassels of yak’s tail for ornaments. The sliding frame 
is visible in some specimens, but not in so distinct a form as to enable one to make out its exact character. From Layard’s 
drawings, it would seem that the Ninevite umbrella had a sliding frame. 

The clidmara or fly-flapper reckons next in importance to the umbrella among royal insignia. It is frequently referred to 



in Sanskrit works, and the YulctiMpataru of Bhoja Raja dwells on it at great length. 

Chamara. t * o © • 

According to it, there were two classes of ch&maras in use in former times, one u mountain- 
horn,” and the other “ sea-born.” “ The former were made of the hair of cattle common on the Meru, the Himalaya, tlie 
Vindhya, the Kailasa, the Malaya, the Udaya, the Asta and tho Grandhamadana mountains. The clidmara of the Meru mountain 
was of a deep yellow colour ; that of the Himalaya, white; that of the Yindhya, white and dense; that from Kailasa, black 
and white mixed ; that from Malaya, white and yellow mixed; that from Udaya, blood-red ; that from Asta, blue and white 
shades mixed; and that from Gandhamddana, sometimes black, and sometimes pale yellow.” t Of these varieties, those which 


had long,* light, bright and dense hair, were reckoned the best, and those which had short, heavy, discoloured:and dullTiair 


-were condemned as bad. Tlie first set of qualities ensured to 
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groat valour, fame and enduring prosperity, while the second set brought on shortness of life, disease, sorrow and death * The 
sea-born chamaras are said to come from the seven Pamrinie seas. The animals which yield them are believed to dwell in those 
seas, and marine animals bite the bushy part off from their tails and cast them on the shore, where fortunate people collect them. 
Each sea has its own peculiar kind of chamara, and the author describes them in detail. He adds that the most characteristic 
quality the mountain-born chdmara, is the ease with which it burns when thrown on the tire, and the peculiar n*n* 
sound which it produces when burning. The sea-born chamara does not easily take fire, but when it does bum, it emits 
profuse, dense smoke, and produces a crackling sound like chat chat .f It is evident that by the mountain-born chamara the 
author refers to the tail hair of the Yak, Gour, Gayal and other bovine animals which continue even to this day to yield chamaras 
of various kinds; but what he means by sea-born ch Was, I cannot make out; and yet from the details of their colour, 
length, density and sound produced when burning, it is obvious that he alludes to some imported articles which he had seen 
Of these several kinds of cliWas the Briliat Saiihitd notices only the yak chaury, which, it says, is sometimes 
yellow, sometimes white, and sometimes black, the best being that which is white, glistening, soft, dense beautiful 
and enclosing only a few small tail bones. Its handle may vary in length from a span to a cubit; it should be 
made of some choice wood, mounted with gold, silver, and jewels. J Of the handles appropriate for the various 
lands of chWas, the articles of which they should be made,-gold, silver, and the like;-the mountings they 
should have,-jewellery of various kinds ;-their thickness and length with reference to the respective ranks of 
the persons for whom they are to be made, the author also gives elaborate descriptions; but they are not sufficiently 
interesting to be worth translating. The Smritis also describe various kinds of chamaras, and speak of the merit 
of presenting them to Birihmnns on particular occasions, but I shall forbear to quote from them, as it is impossible 
to identify in sculpture the different varieties mentioned by them. The article itself is frequently met ^witl 
in sculpture, and represented as a mass of flowing hair mounted on a handle more or less ornamented The 
woodcut in the margin (No. 50) shows the typical form, but the mass of hair of which it is formed'is not 
always made of a uniform thickness. In some specimens, the hair is short, but thick-set and very bushy • i„ others * 

it h long, flowing light Tin, pellicle, of,ho tnii feather, of peaemcks, and ,h e crested top>o( tlo3 „ ^ “ 

” "“ k "f Cl “"’ ““ ‘ h “ d0 '"”“‘ Cd ” •»*«> nor I noticed any mention of horso-hoir asa 

material for chamaras. a 

Of household vessels and utensils, the sculpture, of MmvanosVara represent but little. They am subject, which the 
oieo.il,. t,. domestic economy .nd the religion, obligations of the Hindus,, studiously drove to tho 

. ., .. ,. r . .nd it is not to bo.osp„todth«,hoy wou ld occupy any prominent p„,Mon 

,n sculptural decoration. Even m that gmat sanctuary of ancient art, the sacred land of Gie.ee, whore the taste of ,h people 
and the mgemn.y of artist, endowed every thing with the halo of btauty, the number and variety of domestic vessel, to £ L 
sculpture extremely limited. There was, however, one exception, and it referred to the class which included vessels for 
fluids. In a entry where tanking wine was prevalent and fashionable vases, and tassas, and goblet, could not but attain some 
eminence, and tho exquisite perfoct.on to winch they attained, ha, hitherto claimed tho highest mood of praise In 
India oven this class of vessels has not attained tho distinction which they deserved. With tho exception „f 0 , 

f, “r " “ f " att,d ° f “ li “ f » «» of it, form, or the elaboration and art i„ i„ finish 

Lven.h.k,la,« M a domo,t.ev«,.ll,a,n.etaim to.ny msthetie excellence. In sculpture, however, it ha, I,ecu treated 

with great to*. and elegance. As the downing member of temple,, it i, generally well eoueeived and elaborately finished 
and the various for... rt ha. assumed under different treatment are all remarkable for taste and beauty. 0„ tho temple of 
Yamesvara, to the west of the Great Tower of Bhuvane, vara, tte. area, tat fifty diffent varieties of kata* mLy of 
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which can be placed besides Grecian, and Roman' vases ^without reflecting any discredit on the taste of their artificers. 
Illustration No. 151, from this temple, represents a .typical figure; and its elegant outline and chaste ornamentation will 
doubtless commend it to the approbation of connoisseurs." Illustration No, 152 is from the top of the Great Tower, and 
is also a typical specimen on the model of which most of the crowning kalasas of Bhuvanes'vara temples have been fashioned. 
Jars for the storage of water were formed on-tho same mpdol^but they had no-broad base to rest upon, and, in the. majority 
• of instances, tlieir height did not exceed their breadth, and accordingly they looked clumpy. (Illustrations Nos. 27 and 28.) 

Of smaller vessels for water, Illustration Np. 153A shows a remarkable; Vpeeimen' from the Groat Tower; it is a 
water carafe or goglet in which water was Served out, or kept for ready use. . In Calcutta, a vessel somewhat similar to it 
was in use until thirty yoars ago, when it wont out '"-of fashion. (Illustration No. 153B). It was made of metal, either 
' brass njrpilVer, and known under the name of arpriU or the « nectar frottlo,” .from whieh it would not be unreasonable to 
- i, . lfcr ’ that it.waV likewise; used for holding more potont'-fluids than water. In shape;it(was very muck like a hock bottle, and it 
istood fydfn nine to fourteen inches in height^-' it was capacious, enough to hold- from a,*pint to a quart and a half 
of fluid. It was set before guests; who poured out the" fluid into a smaller vessel <5r lota for "use. Illustrations Nos. 154, 155 
156 and -157,also represent vessels into lyhieh fluids were drhvvn from the kalasas or jars, and kept pntil required for use, when 

their ’contents ‘had to be poured out'into cups o t gbj&jfe.' ■ They, occupied the place of the modem hjta, but differed from it 

m being provided with covers. From soveral illustrntionsm Mr. Fergusson’s “ Tree-And Serpent Worship,” it would seem 
that they were used largely as decanters for wine, and in this respect they occupied the-same position in the domestic economy 
of the Hindus which the ipvanxot, upvraim, apvarw an< ^ x" aSo 'did in that of the Greeks, or the simpulum and trulla in that of the anciont 
Romans, the lealasa representing the mixing vase or ^p. Of cups or goblets for chinking wino, Hlustrations Nos. 158 and 
159 show typical specimens. They are common both at Bhuvanes'vara and Sanclif. This distinction of decanters and clrinking- 
cups is indicated in Sanskrit works, in which decanters, or vessels for serving out wine, {machja-parivcshana-p&tra,J are named several¬ 
ly sarahi and anutarshana, and the drinking cups pdnapdtra, chasalca, pari, and pdrika. The modern Hindi and Bengali sordi is a 
corruption of the saralca, and the name is now applied to a goglet. The cup for drinking wine was made of a very small size, and 
the Tantras limit its capacity to two, three, or five tolas,* the largest containing barely two ounces, and, considering that the 
liquor drank was generally raw spirit, it was the largest that would be convenient. It is worthy of note, however,* that the 
largest was just of tho same size as a modem English wine glass, and the smallest a liqueur glass. For curries, sherbets, and other 
articles of food and drink, cups wore of course made of a larger size. One of thorn is shown in Illustration No. 160. It 
is remarkable as being four-sided, and not circular as cups usually are. Illustration No. 161 shows a large bowl such as is now 
used for milk, soup, and other fluids drank in large quantities. No. 162 is a large, handsome bowl designed for holding- 
solid food; it occurs in tho hand of Gancs'a in tho Great Tower, and is represented holding a number of ball-shaped sweet^ 
meats fmatichuraj which tho elaphocoplialio divinity is leisurely taking up with his trank. Tho betel-box and spittoon have 
already boen noticed. Water-pots with a spout on one side, (8k. IhrmjdraJ aro common in Bhuvanes'vara, and a vessel very like 
a tea-kettle appears at Sanclif. (Illustration No. 163.) It was used for sprinkling holy water before a sacred procession, even. 
as the Guru is in tho present day. A's'vaMyana recommends urns with spouts as appropriate for the sepulchre of relics of females. 

Tangible evidence is wanting to show what these vessels wore made of. The bulk of them, doubtless, wore of baked clay 
or terra cotta, such as aro now so common in oveiy part of India. In tho Rig Veda, frequent mention is made of 
earthen cooking pots fkapdlasj, and for the dressing of the puroclisa cake, tho Chhandoga-parisishta recommends hand-made 
platters as purer than those turned on the potter’s wheel.f The practice of using fresh pots on every separate occasion 
a practice whieh was also observed by the Buddhists, and is noticed in the Mahawanso,* gave groat importance to their 
manufacture. Manuj Parfeara and others assigned to a particular mixed casto, the issue of a gariandmaker fmdldUmJ by 
a frail daughter of a blacksmith, the kumbkakdras,§ the special vocation of fashioning earthen pots. References are also not 
wantingtmwhoels for the formation, and kites or furnaces for the baking, of such vessels. ‘ From descriptions accessible, it is pro¬ 
bable tjiat the. old wheel did not differ from what was in use in Egyiit|| in former times, and what we are familiar with in tho present day. 

Clay, however, was not tlie only material in use far tho fabrication of domestic vessels, in ancient times. - The 
Rig Veda,alludes to golden cups; and silver, copper, brass and bronze, Which, were • well known and used in the 
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formation of weapons, were, it is to be presumed, not neglected. The S'utras and the Mahdbliarata, however, leave no 
doubt on the subject: they frequently refer to vessels of other than gold and clay. Tvashtd, the Vulcan of the Hindu 
pantheon, was the most celebrated artificer of metallic arms, bu.t the Riblius greatly excelled him in the formation of sacri¬ 
ficial vessels of wood and metal, and on one occasion Tvashta is said to have sought to slay his rivals (IV. 33, 5, 6) and 
on another, “ to have applauded their design, and admired the brilliant results of their skill.”* In a medieval work, the 
Kdlikd Pur ana, plates made of gold, are described to remove excesses of the three humours, and promote the strength 
of vision ; those of silver, favourable to vision, and inimical to bile, but calculated to increase the secretion of wind 
and phlegm; those of bronze, agreeable and intellectual, but favourable to undue excitement of blood and bilo; those of 
brass, wind-generating, irritating, hot and heat and phlegm-destroying; those of magnetic iron, most beneficial in over¬ 
coming anasarca, jaundice arid anaemia; those of other stones and clay are inauspicious; those of wood wholesome, but 
phlegm-generating; those of leaves, wholesome invigorating and poison-destroying.”f The Yulctilcalpataru recommends that 
drinking cups for royal personages should be made of gold, silver, crystal or glass ;$ and other authorities are equally precise 
on the subject. 

Reference has already been made to the knowledge which the Hindus had of glass as a material for the fabrication of 
ornaments, but from a passage in the work above quoted, it appears that it was also used for drinking cups or tumblers, the 
physiological effect of drinking water from vessels of glass being described to be similar to that of vessels made of crystal. § 
What this glass was made of, I cannot ascertain from any Sanskrit work,' but according to the opinion of Pliny, alroady 
quoted (ante p. 101), it was made of pounded crystal, and was therefore superior to glass of all other countries. That 
this substance was the lithia diaphanys of the Greeks, there are many reasons to believe, || and Mr. Vincent, the editor 
of Arrian, says, “ that clear or flint glass assumed its name from 'YdXrj, crystal, is still moro apparent from a passage of 
Diodor, Sic. Lib. ii., p. 128, ed. Wessel, where mention is made of both sorts, the factitious and native *y € ;w, as he writes 
it. The glass coffin of Alexander is called *Yo\tV; by Strabo.”^ - 

There was most probably another substance, porcelain, which was to some -extent used in the formation of drinking 
cups and other domestic vessels, for there is little reason to doubt that the Murrhine cups, for which such fabulous prices were 
paid, were made of oriental porcelain, which, according to the Periplus, was “ brought down from the capital of Guzorat, 
Ozfine, (Ougein) to the port of Barygaza or Baroach.” “ All this,” adds Vincent, “ seems to confirm the opinion that it was 
porcelane procurable in India at the time, as it now is; and that it was brought into Egypt by tho ships that went to 
India.”§ ** * * §§ “ Elsewhere,” he says, “the mention of Carmina'by Pliny, as the country where the murrhina were obtained, 
favors the supposition of procuring these vessels from India; for the communication of Carmina with Scinde and Guzorat 
is almost immediate, and certainly prior to the navigation from Egypt to that coast. But in Guzorat they were obtained, 
when the author of the Periplus was employed in that trade; and their arrival at the market of Baroach, from tho interior 
of India, may induce us to suppose that they came into India from the north.” 

Another material which was used in the manufacture of domestic vessels was leather. In the time of the Rig Veda 
leather masaks for water were well known, and Indra is praised as piercing the rain-confining skins or masaks of the 
clouds.ft Bottles of the same material also were evidently in common use, for Agastya in his poison-neutralizing mantra, says, 
“ I deposit the poison in the solar orb, like a leather bottle in the house of a vendor of spirits.”^ In the Laws of Manu, masaks for 
water are alluded to under the name of driti, and its peculiar form with the four feet left intact is pointed out.§§ Directions are 
also given for the purification of leather articles. |||| Other Smritis ordain that oleaginous articles preserved in leather bottles 
do not become impure by the contact of the impure cow-hide ; and in the present day jars of that material are in extensive 
use in Bengal and tho North-West Provinces for the storage of oil and ghi. In the latter place, leather bags are universally 
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used for raising water from wells, and. according to the law books of Sankha and Likhita,* that water is declared puro 
which is kept in old leather bottles. Atrif is likewise of the same opinion, and adds that flowing water, and that which is 
raised by machinery, are not defiled. The use of such words, as char manta ) charmapatti , varatra , chasa-bandha , &c., inu 
old Sanskrit works indicates that straps, bands and strings of leather were in common use, and sails were 
also made of leather or hide. No articles of the kind, however, have been seen at BhuvanesVara. In the 
boat scene at S&nclif, leather masaks are used for swimming,J and their counterparts may be seen in 
Layard’s plates of Assyrian sculptures.§ Of leather bottles and jars no trace can be found in sculpture, 
but a remarkable article, probably of leather, occurs on an attendant on a lady of rank from BhuvanesVara 
now in the Museum of the Asiatic Society of Bengal; it is a courier bag of a check pattern with a flap, 
slung from his left shoulder. (Woodcut No. 51.) I have seen nothing of the kind in any other sculpture in India. 

\ . Of boxes, scrutaires and the like I have a]so seen nothing. The Manjusa , or trunk made of cano, is frequently referred 
to in Sanskrit w r orks; but 'what it was like I cannot ascertain. Illustration No. 165, appears to me to be a specimen of the 
kind. It is an Ornamented casket for jewellery or other toilet requisites, and was probably copied from a cane-made original. 
In Bengal, even to Ihis day, 'the most important element of the trousseau is a small casket of wicker work with cloth lining 
and silver or kouri shell mountings, very much like the one under notice, and intended to hold pomades of bees wax, redlead 
“ or sindar , combs, plaited hair Strings, stibium, and other nicknacks of feminine use. The most important of those articles 
in the estimation of Bengali ladies is the redlead,. because- with it is associated their married condition. According to a 
verse in the Markanda Parana, “ no faithful wife who desires tlio longevity of her husband, should ever forego turmeric, 
saffron, redlead, 'stibium, bodtllce, ^betel leaf, auspicious ornaments, dressing of the hair, chignons, bangles, and earings.”|| 
But modern belief is that rqdlqad and* * § an iron bracelet are the only two things which no married women should be without 
for a moment, and the rest hre drnam&its which may or may not be put on according to choice. The redlead is used for mark¬ 
ing one or more spots on the top of the forehead, just where the hair is parted along the mezian line. Formerly, paper stencils, 
representing elaborate floral devices, were in use for marking the forehead with sin dm' or sandal paste, and they accordingly 
found a prominent place in the dressing case, but, except for brides on the day of marriage, they are not thought of now. 

On the Great Tower a scene represents churning, and the instrument delineated is identically the same with which we 
arc now familiar, a churning stick, worked in a large earthen pan, with a twisted rope held in the two hands of a milk-maid. 
The stick is kept in situ by two rings attached to an adjoining post. (Illustration No. 166.) A kitchen scene at Sdnchi^f exhibits 
a winnowing fan, hula, a wooden pestle and morter, ofckU, (both very like what is common now); a curry stone, sila, 
with feet and muller, and a board or table mounted on four tall legs used evidently for rolling bread, chalci. The grouping 
is thoroughly life-like and oriental. Adverting to it, General Cunningham, in his Bhilsa Topes, says : u This scene is one 
of the most curious and interesting of all the Sdnchi bas-reliefs. Women only are employed in all the domestic occupations : 
in drawing water, in husking and winnowing the corn, and in the cooking of food. The last fact is noticed by Quintus 
Curtius, who, speaking of the Indian king, says: u Women prepare his food.” The mortar and two-handed pestle are 
the same as those in use at the present day in India. The mortar (olchlij is exactly the same as the Greek and the 
Roman pita; and the pestle fmusarj is the same as the Greek ^iravov, and the Roman pilum . The primitive method of 
winnowing represented in the above scone is still used in India; and it recalls one of the blessings of the prophet promisod 
to the children of Israel: “ The oxen, likewise, and the young asses that car the ground, shall it clean provender which hath 
been winnoived with the shovel and with the fan.” Bishop Lowtli roads, u winnowed with the van and the sieve.” But 
shovel is the nearest descriptive word in English for the present winnowing-basket, which does not seem to differ, oven 
in the slightest degree, from the ancient one represented in the bas-relief.”** 

Writing is not a subject which can be expected to be shown in sculptures, except in the form of inscriptions. There aro, 

nevertheless, indications of both reading and writing in groups of human figures which are 
unmistakable. One in particular deserves special mention. It represents a youthful maiden 
standing under a tree and writing something with a reed pen on an oblong tablet. Tho figure is How in the Museum of the 
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Asiatic Society, and a sketch of it is shown in illustration No. 117. Looking to the practice, common among tho Uriy&s 
of the present day, of writing with an iron stylo on palm leaves, it might be said that tho statue does not represent 
writing, but drawing. Tho practice, however, of writing with white chalk on black wooden tablets, or with ink on white 
tablets, which, among tho grocers of Bengal and in the village schools of Northern India, is still universally prevalent, was well 
known in ancient India, and the-tablet did then occupy, as it does now, tho place of the modern European slate and the box wood 
tablets of ancient Greece, on which pupils practised tho art of drawing with the graphis or tho penicillus. Raghunandana, in his 
Vyavahara latfva , quotes a verso from tho SaHhitd of Vyasa, which says, “ tho first draft of a document should be written on a 
wooden tablet, or on tho ground, and after correction of what is redundant and supplying what is defective, it should be 
engrossed on leaf, or other material, on which it is permanently to remain.”* * And thero is no reason to doubt that the 
Uriy&s were familiar with it. The practice of writing on the ground or on boards, is common now in every part of Orissa. 
The pen shown in the sculpture is a plain cylindrical rod with a pointed end, but without the flat cutting top so peculiar to the 
modem Uriyd style. For materials for pens, the Yogini Tantra condemns bamboo twigs and bronzo styles as unfortunate. 
Copper styles are better as leading to wealth, but the gold is the best as tho most auspicious; the reed pen ( vrinnala ) is, 
however, preferable as conducive to intelligence. References are also made to ornamental wood and brass as materials for 
pens, and they are required to be cylindrical and from eight to ten fingers long,f but without any flattened top, and the pen 
in the sculpture corresponds with this rule. It is worthy of note that Uriya women of tho present day are more 
proficient in reading and writing than their sisterhood in Bengal. Even tho courtezans of Cuttack attach more impor¬ 
tance to education than their representatives in Calcutta. When I visited tho place two years ago, they had three 
schools tor the education of their daughters, in the Bengali language, and those institutions were well attended. Tho 
like of them I have not seen in Bengal or the North-Western Provinces. The necessity for these schools arises from 
tho circumstance of Bengali songs being held in great esteem by the higher classes of tho people, and it being held infret 
dignitate on tho part of dancing girls to sing other than Bengali songs. A similar feeling in Bengal makes the dancing 
girls think it a point of honor hero always to sing Urdu songs, and accordingly to leam to read and write Urdu. I cannot 
venture to say if it is a feeling of that description that makes Italian songs most fashionable in tho musical circles of Europe; 
but certain it is that in every one of these cases, that which is not easily understood, is preferred to what comes home to the 
admirers of music. Should the sculpture be taken for a representation of a lady engaged in drawing or painting, it would 
still be of great interest as an index to the social condition of the people, and a lithic proof of tho descriptions which make 
Sitii, U'sM, Ratn avail, and other ancient heroines proficient in painting likenesses. 

Looking to the number of works which have been written on tho art of music by the Hindus, the success with which musical 
notes hav6 been analysed, the different systems which have been adopted for the classification of the 
national airs and tunes, arid tho various kinds.of instruments which have been noticed in ancient works, 

• it is to be expected that lithic remains of at least some of the instruments of former times should bo met with. Nor are they 
wanting at S&nchl, Amar&vatl, and Bhuvanes'vara. Scenes representing concerts are very common at all the three places, but thq 
number and variety of instruments in use in these parties appear, however, to have been extremely limited. Harps of two 
kinds are shown at S&nchl and Amaravatl,- (Illustrations Nos. 164 and-166.) But none are to be seen at Bhuvanes'vara, and, 
indeed, no stringed instrument seems to have been in use thero except the Vind. . (Illustration No. 167.) The Amaravatl harp 
is in appearance very like the ancient Egyptian instrument, but it was held on tho lap in a horizontal position, whereas . 
the latter when in use, was kept in an upright position on the ground, or on a stbol. Tho Amaravatl guitar shown on tho 
stone in the Museum of the Asiatic Society, has a sounding board at the lower end, and seven keys, but no bars'. (Illustration 
No. 168.) The Kalpa Sdtra of Katy&yana notices a harp with a hundred strings, but what it,was like I'cannot say. 

Of percussion instruments, the dholalca, played either on one or both sides (Illustrations Nos. 169 and 170), is tho most 
prevalent representative to be met with everywhere; and was made of various shapes. Somo were of large size with 
small ends and broad centres, like tho Mridanga of our day; others less protuberant in the middle, but with broad 
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ends like the pdkhaioaj ; others again of a very small size. (Illustration No. 172.) Of the large military drum played with a 
stick, the ranadhaJclcd and jayadlialdcd , with which the heroes of the R&m&yana and the Mahabharata are said to have inspired 
their legions with military ardour in the battle-field, no specimen has been met with at Bhuvanesvara; but a small variety, 
probably the tim-timi , Anglic e tom-tom, or the kettledrum, so played, is not rare. The tambourine, khanjani , is also met with. 
At Sanchl the large war drum is common. The ceiling of the MuktesVara porch has several scenes of concerts, in most of 
which the central figure is represented singing to the accompaniment of a dholaka and cymbals. Flutes, (Illustration No. 171), 
with lateral blowing holes, pipes, trumpets, (Illustration No. 173), and cymbals, large (Jcaratal(i) and small ( m(indira) ) are common 
everywhere, but all of the ordinary modern form. The flutes were perforated with three to seven holes ; the last was probably the 
highest number, and the player, who could manage them was deemed highly proficient, for we find in the Toy Cart a servant 
of a courtezan claiming great superiority on that score. He says, 1 £ A pretty situation for a man of my talents \ for one who 
can play the flute with seven holes, the vlna with seven strings j who can sing like a jackass, and who acknowledges no 
musical superior, except, perhaps, Tamburu or Narada.”* In one instance I noticed what appeared to me to be a pair of 
castanets, such as are in use in the present day, and I think that it was not unknown in ancient times in India. It occuis 
among the sculptures of Thebes, and Wilkinson supposes it was not only used in the Egyptian army, but by the buffoons, 
who danced to its sound.”t At BhuvanesVara, it is represented on the ceiling of the MuktesVara temple. The conch shell 
scarcely deserves to be reckoned as a musical instrument, but as it was so used, and is common, like the gong Jcdnsya, at 
Bhuvanesvara, it is necessary’ to name it. It was of the modern shape (Illustration No. 174), and used very much in the 
same way as in the present day. 

The conch shells of commerce are contributed by three different species ; 1st, TurbincUa rapa ; 2nd, Mazza rapa ; and 3rd, 
Valuta gravis. Of these the first produces the largest shells, best adapted for wind instruments, in making which the only ingenuity 
required is to drill a hole at the base in such a manner as not to injure the whorls. When blown through, the wind, passing 
through the different whorls, produces a loud, sharp, shrill, piercing sound which spreads far and wide, and by its nature quickly 
attracts attention. Hence the conch was held in great esteem as a war trumpet. In the present day, it is used as a trumpet in 
the temples to mark the close of a religious ceremony called dr all, in course of which lights, napkins, and other articles are 
turned repeatedly in front of an image, and also at quasi religious ceremonies, which the fair sex celebrate to mark particular 
domestic occurrences. The second species produces the most 'elongated shells, and they are used for offering water to the 
gods during the drati aforesaid, for bathing the images of Vishnu, and for lustrations generally. For this purpose no 
perforation at the base is needed, but the whorls within have to be cut out clean. Occasionally, but very rarely, the whorls 
aro so cut as to represent five consecutive shells, one within the other, and these are described to be so many separate 
shells coalesced into one, or five separate mouths, panchamukha, of one shell. It is held to be particularly sacred. I have 
seen only one specimen of this kind ; but it had only three interior shells. It is generally as high-priced as the abnormal 
variety called dakslm^varta, “ in which the whorls, instead of running from right to left, as in the ordinary shell, are reversed, 
and run from left to right.” “ It is,” says Sir Emerson Tennent., “regarded with such reverence that a specimen formerly 
sold for its woight in gold, but one may now bo had for four or five pounds.” This high price is due to the virtues ascribed 
to it in the Puranas. One of them, the Vardha, says, “He who, going to a river flowing towards the east, performs an 
abhisheka ceremony on himself with a right-handed sankha, purges himself from all sin. He who, in such a river, standing 
up to his navel in water, pours sesamum seed and water profusely on his head from a right-handed sankha, instantly destroys 
all the sins of his life.’’if Of the virtues of sanklias generally the Padma Purana gives a detailed account. According to it, 
“ Ho who bathes Vishnu with the milk of a gold-coloured cow (. Kapild) filled in a sankha, acquires more merit than can be 
attained by performing a hundred million Yajnas. He who bathes the G-reat Lord with the milk of other than golden coloured 
cows obtains the rank of Brahma. Pouring Ganges water in a sankha, he, who bathes Madliava, saying at the same time 
“ salutation to Narityana,” avoids the evil of all future transmigration. What is the use of bathing in the Ganges for him, 
who, turning a sankha filled with water before KYs'ava, pours the water on his own head ? He, who offers to Vaishnavas, in 
a sankha, water mixed with sesamum and tulsi leaves with which the feet of Hari have been washed, acquires the merit 
of performing a chandrdyana ceremony. ”§ The Brahma-vaivarta Pur alia says, “ Water in a sankha is most gratifying to the 
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jgfids, and is as holy as the waters of sacred pools, except to Sambhu. The goddess of fortune remains fixed in those places 
whero the music of the sankha resounds. Ho is bathed in the waters of all the sacred pools, who bathes in water from a 
. sapkha. Hari abides in the sankha.; wherever there is a sankha there is.IIari. There also abides Lakslimf, and evil of 
every £nd -flies away from it.”* The fabricators of bracelets make no distinction of tlieso three varieties, and use them 
'prqmiscuously for their work. In the « Detailed List of Articles contributed by Bengal to the Vienna Universal Exhibition . 


ol 187o (p. 89), Mi 1 . Locke, of the Calcutta School of Art, has the following interesting note oh the subject: “The 
Shankh&rjs, or shell workers at Dacca, distinguish the several shells and their various qualities by the names Titkuri, Pad, 
Lalpnti,- Alabela, Dhald, Kulai, and Shurti; the Titkuri” (that is, those imported from Titicorin) “beingthe best in quality 
-of grain * lustre, and suitability for fine cutting and delicate finish. There is considerable variety in thb-patterns of those' 
sankha bracelets, from. the rude broad flat ring to the thin delicate annulet, rounded, or with notched or beaded edges, 
carved with tigers’ heads, enriched with ornamental incising, and illuminated by touches of tinsel, lac-colour, gilding, &c.” 
It shouM be noticed, however, that those bracelets which are mado of entire, pieces or annulots cut out of the shell, require 

tho last named species, which from its size yields rings just large enough for the human Wrist. The first two varieties are 
too large for such annulets, and their cliips'and cuttings are therefore used, only in inlaying. Their superior density and. 
gloss adapt them well for this purpose. It should be borne in mind, also, that the different species vary-greatly in size 
according to ago, and it is often difficult to identify them in the dry state. 

y' That in tho time of tbe Vodas > and for some ' afterwards, the Hindus were familiar with ships adapted for sea voyages, 

• Boats. is a fact which, is now no .longer, doubted. The frequent mention, in ancient Sanskrit 

literature,, of pearls,-which could not have been procured without the aid of boats that couhTbravo 
the ocean-wave, is of itself sufficient evidence on the subject. But others are not wanting. Allusions to the ocean and to 

ships are numerous even in the Sanliita of tho Big Veda. “ Tho greatness of tho 
Agasty«te,” is said to be, “ as profound as tho depth of the ocean.” f “ Hu, Varuna, 
who knows,the path ofrthe birds flying through.the air, ho, abiding in the ocean, 
knows also, the course of ships.”* * § “ May Ushas, dawn to-day, the excitress of chariots 
which are harnessed at hor coming, as those who are desirous of wealth (send ships) 
to sea.”§ “ Do thou (Agni), whose countenance is turned to all sides, send off our 
adversaries, as if in a ship to the opposite shore.” (A remarkable prayer for transpor¬ 
tation at so early an age). “ Do thou convey us in a ship across tho sea for our 
welfare.”|| Again, “ Tugra, verily, As'vins, sent (his son) Bhujyu to see, as a dying man parts with his riches ; but you brought 
him back in vessels of your own, floating over the ocean, and keeping out the waters. Three nights and three days, Nasatyas, 
have you conveyed Bhujyu in three rapid, revolving cars, having a hundred wheels, and drawn by six horses, along the dry 
bed of the ocean to the shore of the sea. This exploit you achieved, As'vins, in the ocean, whero there is nothing to give 
support, nothing to rest upon, nothing to cling to, that you brought Bhujyu, sailing in a hundred-oared ship, to his father’s 
liouse.”1f This story of Bhujyu is repeated in a subsequent hymn where the “ tossing ocean and swift ships” are again alluded 
to.** Again, “ you constructed a pleasant, substantial, winged bark, borne on the ocean waters for the son of Tugra,' by which, 
with mind devoted to the gods, you boro him up, and quickly descending (from the sky,) you made a path for him across tho 
great waters. Four ships, launched into’ the midst of the receptacle (of the waters, sent by the As'vins,) brought safe to shore 
the son of Tugra, who had been cast headlong into the waters (by his foes,) and plunged in inextricable darkness*.”f|- Agni is ’ 
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prayed in one place “to bestow a boat fitted with oars.” The great sago Vas'ishtha declares, “ When (I, Vas'ishtha) and Vanina 
ascend tlio ship together, when we send it forth into the midst of the ocean, when we proceed oyer the waters with swift 
(sailing vessels), then may wo both undulate happily in the prosperous swing. So Varuna placed Vas'ishtha in the ship, and 
by his mighty protection made the Kishi a doer of good works.”* The Kapinjala bird is said “ to foretell what will come to 
pass, by giving due direction to its voice, as a helmsman guides a boat.” In the Introduction to the third volume of Ins 
translation of the Rig Veda, Professor Wilson says, “ The same familiarity with the sea that has been previously 
commented on occasionally occurs, with sufficient explicitness to leave no doubt of the meaning of the text: thus in one 
place the rivers are said, ‘ to rush to the ocean eager to mix with it’ (p. 59); and again, ‘ the rivers disappear in the 
ocean’ (p. 221), where also it is said that ‘ those desirous of profit are engaged in traversing the ocean,’ clearly indicating 
maritime traffic: the Maruts, or personified winds, are said ‘to toss the clouds like ships’, or as the Scholiast amplifies 
a rather elliptical pliraso, as the ocean tosses ships; in another place (p. 425), although the particular expressions 
may be equivocal, yet it is undeniable that the passage is intended to convey the idea of the crossing of the ocean 
by certain individuals under the guidance of Indra.”f Manu lays down rules for the guidance of maritime commerce, 
and the Ramayana alludes to merchants, who traffic beyond the sea and bring presents to the king (III. 237). In the 
Malidbharata mention is mado of a large boat provided with machinery, which could defy the hurricane ; but it was 
intended for moving only on a river. Kalidasa, in the Sakuntala, gives the story of the merchant Dkanavriddhi, whose 
immense wealth devolved to the king on the former’s perishing at sea, and leaving no heirs behind him; and in the Hitopadesa, 
a ship is described as a necessary requisite for a man to traverse the ocean, and a story is given of a certain merchant, “ who, 
after having been twelve years on his voyage, at last returned homo with a cargo of precious stones.” The details of Vijaya 
Siiiha’s piratical expedition to Ceylon are familiar to the readers of the history of that island. Arrian alludes to the Kolandi- 
phontas, (apparently a conniption of the Sanskrit Kolantarapota, “ ships for going to foreign shores,”) or “ large ships on the 
coast of Travancour, in which the natives traded to Bengal and Malacca,” in contradistinction to the Monoxyla of Pliny, which 
was probably the same with the jSangara, and made of one piece of timber, for coasting and river trade. $ Other notices of the 
sea and ships may be multiplied ad libitum , to shew that the ancient Hindus were accustomed to venture out on the “ black waters” 
in search of wealth. No proof of this, however, is to bo had in sculpture. At Sanclrf only two boats have been seen,§ one 
“ a rude canoe made up of rough planks rudely sewn together by hemp or stringand the other, “ a stately barge with a long 
arching prow carved to represent the head and fore paws (winged) of a lion with the beak of a hawk, and the stern shaped 
like the tail of a fish curved upwards.” Such fanciful prows, it would seem, were common enough in former times, for 
the Yuktikalpataru names the heads of lions, buffaloes, serpents, elephants, tigers, birds, frogs and men, as the most 
appropriate for figure-heads of boats.|| “ Boats not unlike the Sanclii specimen in design,” says Mr. Fergusson, “ may still be seen 
opposite the ghats at Benares on festal occasions, or on the lakes at Oudypore, or whenever a Hindu palace has a lake attached to 
it.”^f Both the Sanchi boats, however, appear amidst lotuses, which in this country never grow in the running water of rivers, 
and are obviously not intended for the ocean. At Amaravati too there are no ships, and at Bhuvanes'vara, no marine or boat 
scene has come to notice. Considering that the place is situated so near the sea, the total absence of such scenes argues that, at 
the time, the Hindus had all but entirely retired from the sea. At Puri, the Bhoga Mandapa of the Great Temple represents 
a boat, but it is evidently intended for a river. (Woodcut No. 52). 

Nothing also has been met with in sculpture regarding the nature of the food which the people of Orissa ordinarily used 

twelve hundred years ago. The principal article was no doubt, as now, rice, but it is not 
I cod and Dnn shown in any form on the temple. Fish, meat and vegetables are also unrepresented, but sweet¬ 

meats, cakes and other articles of luxury are occasionally delineated, and these indicate a state of considerable social refinement. 
Reference has already been made (p. Ill) to the figure of Ganes'a in the Great Tower of Bhuvanes'vara holding a bowl in 
which are shown a number of globular lumps, each made up of a collection of small round grains exactly representing the 
sweetmeat now generally known by the name of motichur, or “ broken pearl.” It is mado of a paste of gram fried in ghi, 
and subsequently steeped in syrup. In the temple of Bhagavati and that of Muktes'vara, there are several figures in 
bas-relief, with cakes of different kinds in their hands, but their nature cannot be clearly ascertained. 


* Wilson’s Big Veda, XV. 178. 
t Ibid 111., p. 16. 

J Periplus of tlio Erythrean Sea, I., p. 23. 
§ Tree and Serpent Worship, plate XXXI. 
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As already stated (ante p. 110), drinking vessels are common at Bhuvanes'vara, but they are never shaped like animals’ 
heads as in Assyria and Etruria. Of the nature of the beverages which they contained, nothing can be said. The religion 
of S lva, and that of his consort, recognise the use of spirituous liquors as an element of devotion, and it is to be supposed that 
the people who followed those forms of religion did avail themselves of the license to a considerable extent. Six hundred years 
before the time, we find that drinking wine and spirits was almost as common among the Indians as it is now in Europe. In 
the Sakuntala, when the fisherman, who brought the lost ring to the king, proposed to give to the policemen half of the 
money he had received as a present from Dushyanta, the Superintendent, joyously accepting the offer, remarked : u Thou 
good fisherman, you are an excellent fellow, and I begin to feel quite a regard for you. Lot us seal our first friendship, 
over a glass of good liquor. Come along to the next wine shop, and we will drink your health and the whole party agreed 
to the proposal to make the fisherman stand a treat, saying u by all means.” Nothing short of free and undisguised use of 
spirit by the ordinary people of the country could have justified the poet in introducing such a scene. That the practice was 
not confined to the lower orders of the people, is evident from the fact of the Superintendent having been a relation of the king. 
It is also manifest from the Sanchf bas-reliefs, among which more than one lady of high rank may be seen standing in a balcony 
on the roadside with a drinking cup in her hand, and a maid with a decanter by her side ready to replenish it. In the garden scene 
two of the lovers have tazzas in their hands with an urn before them, clearly indicating indulgence in something more potent 
than water or slierbat. Commenting on this scene, Mr. Fergusson justly observes, “ We ought not to be surprised that drinking 
should be a favourite indulgence in these days. The Mahabharata is full of drinking scenes, and many of its episodes 
turn on the results of intoxication. Even the gods in those days got drunk on soma juice; why not poor mortals ? In 
addition to this, we must bear in mind that though the Hindus of the plains are so remarkable for their temperance, all the 
hill tribes drink joyously to the present day. No ceremony, civil or religious, takes places without drinking and dancing, 
and the festival generally is brought to a close by all—the men, at least—being so drunk as to be unable to continue it.”j* No 
doubt the S'astras condemn indulgence in wine, especially by women, as sinful; but neither the anathema of the moralist, 
nor the ordinance of the lawgiver, seems to have put a stop to the manufacture of spirituous liquors in the country, or to 
the importation of valuable foreign wines such as are mentioned in Arrian’s Periplus, which were evidently destined for the 
use of men of wealth and consequence. J 

It is usual among European authors to treat the history of arms under four different heads: the age of stone; 2nd, 

the age of bronze ; 3r^, the age of iron; and 4^, the middle ages. An earlier ago would 

Arms. ° 

be that of wood, for of all artificial arms, a club, or stick, would suggest itself sooner to a 

primitive race than a celt of chipped flint; and certain it is that among the many barbarous races still extant in different 
parts of the globe, the wooden spear and the bow and arrows appear much more universal than celts and stone hatchets. 
Wood, however, is not lasting, and the earliest relics available being made of stone, the fourfold division is the most convenient 
for the arrangement of ancient arms in museums and public collections, and to a certain limited extent for the treatment of the 
subject in historical disquisitions, using the words “ age of stone,” or u age of bronze” &c., in the same way as geologists 
use the phrases, the age of reptiles, the age of mammals, &c., implying a prevalence of particular class of objects over, and not 
tho total exclusion of, others. In India, the same arrangement would no doubt be desirable. The number of stone weapons, 
chiefly celts, knives, and arrow-heads collected in the Museum of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, fully testifies to the 
extensive use of such arms by the inhabitants in a historic age, and ancient Sanskrit literature also bears evidence to the 
fact. . The monkeys of Rama are said to have thrown stone implements against their enemies, and the thunderbolt of Indra 
(Vajra , Asani) was a lithic missile ; but hitherto not a single authentic specimen of any Aryan stone weapon has been met 
with in this country, and bronze arms seem to be all but unknown. From the time of the Rig Veda to the present day, wood 
and iron have been the chief, if not the only, materials employed in the fabrication of offensive weapons ; and as both those 
articles have been used promiscuously at all times, it is impossible to divide the subject into an age of wood and another 
of iron. The classification adopted in the Agni Purana is threefold, viz., missiles cast by machines, Yantramukta; 
2nd , ditto hurled with the hand, Panimukta ; 3rd, non-missiles, as swords, axes, &c., Amukta; tho last including two 
subsidiary classes. In Wilson’s Essay “ On the Art of War as known to the Hindus,”§ the subsidiary classes are reckoned 
among the primaries. These include, 1st, weapons which may be used either as non-missiles or as missiles, Muktdmukta , 
such as javelins, spears, clubs, &c. 2nd, “ Natural weapons, as the fist.” 


* William’s Translation, p. 154. 

' ' f Tree and Serpent Worship, p. 139. 
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Of the first class the oldest, the most important, and the most generally adopted national weapon of the Hindus from pre- 
^ historic times to the end of the middle ages, was the bow, and heroism in this country was in¬ 

variably associated with superior proficiency in the use of that arm. No one rose to distinction 
as a warrior, who did not wield a heavy bow, and Dkanurdhara , or il the master of the bow” was the highest term of compliment 
that could be addressed to him. By a figure of speech, the same term is even to this day applied also to men who 
have achieved success in other walks of life. The Agni Purana praises its use by the remark that, “ of all battles, that 
in which bows are used is the best of all; that in which men fight with barbed instruments is tolerable. Fighting with 
swords is low and mean, and without arms, with bare hands, the meanest.” “ Hence perhaps,” says Professor Wilson, “ one 
of the elements of Indian inferiority in the held, as the arrow, however formidable as a missile, was but a feeble instrument 
in close combat, and its use was calculated to impair the courage of the combatant, by habituating him to shun rather than 
to seek the contiguity of the foeman.”* So great was the importance attached to the bow in ancient times, that the code 
of rules regarding archery was ennobled as a subsidiary Yeda, Dhanur Veda. These rules are no longer available; but enough 
remains in Sanskrit literature to show the estimation in which the arm in question was held. Certain it is that it led to the word 
Dhanus being used as synonymous with arms in general. So also the words DhanusJca and Dhanvin , signifying literally 
a bowman, were always used to denote a warrior or soldier. In the Pig Yeda, the employment of the bow in war is frequently 
mentioned, and the manner in which it is extolled may be perceived from the following prayer of Payu from the fifth Ash taka : 
“ May we conquer the cattle (of the enemies) with the bow: with the bow may we be victorious in battle : may we overcome 
our fierce exulting (enemies) with the bow : may the bow disappoint the hope of the foe : may we subdue with the bow all 
(hostile) countries. This bowstring, drawn tight upon the bow, and making way in battle, repeatedly approaches the ear (of 
the warrior), as if embracing its friend (the arrow) and proposing to say something agreeable, as a woman whispers (to her 
husband). May the two extremities of the bow, acting consentaneously, like a wife sympathising (with her husband,) uphold 
(the warrior,) as a mother nurses her child upon her lap ; and may they, moving concurrently, and harassing the foe, scatter his 
enemies.”! The Ramayana and the MaMbhdrata extol it even more highly, and the story of the great bow of Siva, which 
Rama snapped asunder and won a noble bride, shows that large heavy bows were held in estimation. Proficiency in archery 
was also greatly prized, and the Pandu brothers obtained a princess as the reward of successfully shooting at a mark while 
looking at its shadow in water. 

Of the material of which the bow was made, little is said in ancient works, except that horn was sometimes used for the 
. , _ purpose. But the Agni Purana, which in its chapters on archery and arms, and on resral 

Materials of Bows. . J ° 

administration, is, according to Wilson, distinguished by an entirely Hindu character, and 
must have been written long anterior to the Muhammadan invasion,! supplies the deficiency. In its chapter on arms it gives 
the following: “ Bows, 0 best of the twice-born, are formed of three things, to wit, metal, horn and wood ; and the string 
of the bow is likewise made of three substances, viz ., sana fibre (Crotalarea junceaj , hemp (Bhanga , Cannabis sativaj , 
and skin or hide. The most appropriate length for a bow is four cubits, three and a half cubits being middling, and three 
cubits inferior ; it is to bo so prepared that there may exist no unevenness from its centre to the extremities; the middle part 
should be joined with a spare piece of wood, so that it may be firmly held. The ends of the bow are to be made thin 
and tapering, so as to resemble the eye-brows of a handsome woman. Metal and horn bows should be made either of pure 
iron, or horn separately, or of those two substances conjointly. The horny bow is to be formed of a good shape and 
decorated with gold. Bows which are crooked, or have cracks or holes in them, are not good. The metallic bow is to be 
made of gold, silver, copper and black iron. The horny bows made of the horns of the buffaloe, the Sarabha and the Rohisa 
are good. Bows are also made of sandal wood, ratan, the sal wnod, the Dhavana, (a kind of HedysarumJ and the Kakubha (Pen- 
iapterd arjunaj . But the bow made of bamboos which grow in the Sarat or clear season of autumn, and which are cut and taken 
at that time, is the best of all. Bows and scimitars are to be worshipped by repeating mantras capable of fascinating the three 
regions Svarga, Martya and Patala.” The most remarkable fact in the above extract is that the elastic bamboo is most extolled. 
The black iron was probably steel, and the other metals were used as ornaments ; they are too inelastic to form a bow 
themselves. The horny bow was greatly esteemed, and Vishnu claims it as especially his own. Homer refers to the horny bow 
in the 110th verse of the 4th book of the Iliad, and . Arnold thus explains it :. «ol ra /acv— xIkt^v. The horn worker wrought 
(do7o?<7as) the horns, and fitted (vp a R*, w apto ) D. 84.) the two lower ends of them to each other, so that they now made one bow.”§ 


t Wilson’s Vishnu Purana, Hall’s ed., Preface, p. xlxi. 
§ Arnold’s Homer’s Iliad, p. 112, 
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The size, approved, four cubits, is nearly the-sameas'that of the Egyptian how, which,' according to' Wilkinson, measured from v '' 
five'to five feet and a half in length ;* * * § arid among the materials for bow strings ^re have mention of hide, which was likewise 
used for that purpose by the Egyptians, as well as the Greeks-'of the time of Honker.f The Agni 'Purana does not 
mention the Murva , fSanseviera zeylanicaj , as a fit plant for yielding the finest 'and strongest fibres for bowstrings ; but 
other authorities, mostly older ones, are full of praise' of that plant as a source of valuable fibre for the purpose, and Manu 
• especially assigns it as weUsitited for girdles for warriors. From specimens to be seen in sculptures, the ancient bow seems to havo 
been of the same shape >as thb 'modern Indian arm, made either of bamboo or horn (mrangaj , and provided with a strip of deer 
skin, or a murva cord for strihg. At Bhuvanes vara, a specimen (Illustration &o. 203), has the body of the bow strengthened by 
knots tied at short intervalsbut at jSanchi and Amaravatf nothing of the kind has-been seen. Some Indian bows have an inward 
bulge in the middle, so x that their tobape includes segments of three circles,—the “ triple bent” bows of the Ramayana ; their 
counterparts were not unknown in Egypt. In ancient Greece, the tips of the bow, according to Homer,'used to bo mounted with 
stag horn, but the sculptures in this country do not make them apparent. The manner of carrying the bow was ordinarily to sling 
it from the left shoulder, or to bear it aloft in the left hand. In stringing the bow, one end of it was placed on the ground, the 
inner side of the middle resting against the knee, and the upper part pressed inwards with the left hand, while with the right 
hand the loop of the string was slid to the notch at the upper end. This is exactly the process which the Egyptians 
followed in former times, and the Hindus still practise to this day. 

Of the most ancient arrow, the Rig Yeda gives the following description : “ The arrow puts on a feathery wing: the horn 
4 of the deer is its point: it is bound with the sinews of the cow.”J The commentator in ono 

Ancient arrows. . > 0 

place supposes that the points of such arrows were poisoned,§ and m another place the 

Veda'itself describes'the arrow as made of the sara reed with its blade of iron and point anointed with .poison.J| The 

deer-horn point was undoubtedly the most ancient form; and must have prevailed for some time ; but, seeing that the arms 

and armour of Greece, in the time, of Homer (B. C. 1000) were for the most part of bronze, though iron was known and is 

often spoken of under the name “of difficult to work in,” it may be fairly asked,—did the Aryans, to any large extent, employ 

iron fot* the fabrication of .their arms during the early. Vedic period of the Rik Safihita, notwithstanding occasional mention in 

it of the iron-pointed arrow ? To meet this question, it is necessary to enquire to what extent that metal was known and 

Y V worked. *. ’ ’ 

* < The quotations given in the first chapter about iron-walled cities, clearly show that the hardness of iron was well known, 

but the epithet being in those cases metaphorically .used, they do not suffice to prove that the 
knowledge of iron. \ metal was worked into shape.; In the passages in which Indra is described as hurling his 

iron bolt upon the' quick-moving Asuras,^[ or where his horse is described as having feet of iron, the same exception may be 
easily * taken, though the last description may be accepted as an indication of the practice of shooing horses. But swords 
(II. 156), spears (IVY25), javelins (II. 292), lances (I. 774), (IV. ii. 288), and hatchets (I. 120), are frequently mentioned, and 
these weapons are “ bright as gold,” or golden (IV. 19), “ shining bright” (L 175), “ blazing” (IV. 93), “ sharp” (IV. 113), 
and “ made of iron” (I. 226) ; they are “ whetted on a grindstone” (II. 36) to improve their keenness (I. 150), and “ polished 
' ' to enhance their brightness” (II.. 326). There are also allusions to razors, which would be utterly worthless unless made 

. of iron; and it may be very fairly presumed that those who could and did forge-razors of iron, could not forget the value of 
that metal as a material for pointed or edged weapons. It may be added that, according to Shaw, “the hardest tools in 

• ancient Egypt, such as drills for working the granite obelisks, were made of Indian iron. Pliny says : “ Ex omnibus generibus 
pahria Serico ferro est. Seres hoc cum vestibus suis pellibusque mittunt. Secunda Parthico, neque alia genera felri ex 
mera acie tempcrantur, ceteris' enim admiscetur. (Lib. XXXIX. C. 14.) According to al Edrissi, “in montibus Kabel 
inveniuntur ferri fodinse celeberriinm, et humanis usibus aptissimse, producunt enim ferrum acutum et venustum.” According 

• to Nearchus, King Porus gave 30 lbs. of steel to Alexander as the most precious present he could offer; and to “ give an 
Indian answer,” meaning “ a cut with an Indian sword,” is a common Arabic proverb in Arabshah, (p. 364 apud Vincent’s 
Periplus). It would be inconsistent to suppose that the race which produced such iron and swords did not know how to 
use, or knowirig, did not use them. 


* Wilkinson’s Ancient Egyptians, I, p. 304. 

f vevpa (3 o€ ia Homer, II., p. 113. 

X Wilson’s Eig Veda, IV., 26. 

§ “You (As'vins) carried off Jakuska to tke top of tko mountain in your 


triumphant chariot, and slew tke son of Vis'vanch with a poisoned (arrow),” 
Wilson’s Eig Veda, I., 317. 

|| Wilson’s Eig Veda, IV., 27. 

•|[ Wilson’s Eig Veda, I., 328, III., 23. 
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SIiape, size and material of arrows. 


Quiver. 


Drawing of bows. 


Of the shape of the Indian arrow-heads, the Vedas afford no information, but the R&m&yana and the MahAbhd- 

rata fully supply the deficiency. According to those authorities most of them were 
barbed; some were spear-shaped, others crescent-shaped with the cutting edge either 
concave or convex; some needle-pointed, dentiform, or serrated, others square with two, three or more points. In 
sculptures, some of these forms are distinctly visible. Of the size and make of arrows, the Agni Pur&na gives the 
following description: u Arrows should be made of bamboos or sara reed, ('Saccharum saraj , which must be free 
from spots, &c. They should be straight, golden coloured, and have feathers of birds attached to their lower extremities.” 
The Homeric arrows were likewise feathered, repoevra, “ and the feathers of large birds of prey were esteemed the best.” 
u Besides the arrows commonly used, the Dhanurveda describes two other kinds, the Naracha entirely of iron, and the Nalika 
made of reed. The latter was intendod for a long flight, and is, therefore, said to be most appropriately used for sieges. 
Curtius perhaps alludes to the Naracha when lie says, some of the archers shot with arrows which were too heavy to be very 
manageable.”* 

Ordinarily the quiver was probably made of hide or basket-work; but sometimes metal plates were also used in its 

fabrication. The Big Veda often names quivers of gold, but it is not certain whether they 
were actually made of that metal, or wore so called only by a poetical licence. They were 
slung on the back (Illustration No. 93); sometimes two behind the two shoulders, tied in front by a cross belt. At 
BhuvanesVara quivers are pretty common, but being placed behind figures in bas-relief, their size, form, and make can¬ 
not be fully ascertained. 

The manner of drawing the bow up to the ear, as in modern Europe, while standing with the body turned sideways, 

is pointed out in the extract from the Rig Veda given above ; and is confirmed by several 
passages in the Ramayana, the MahabMrata and other ancient works in which the merit of 
aiming with the arrow drawn in a line with the eye to the ear f'dlcarnasandhanaj is highly extolled. In the Sanchf 
sculptures, the same style is distinctly visible, and that this was the most perfect mode of using the bow, is evident from 
its adoption by some of the most civilized nations of antiquity, such as the Egyptians. The ancient G reeks, however, thought 
and acted differently. According to Homer, the bow should bo held right in front, and the string drawn to the body, 
vevprjv nb /xa& ttc'Wcv. (D. 123,) and hence it is that “ the Amazonian women are reported to have cut off them right breast, lest 
it should be an impediment to its use.”f In later times the Greeks adopted the Egyptian style, but never acquired much 
proficiency in it. Homer condemns it byafche remark:— 

v£e<n $r) 7rtA,€K€crcri kou a&vflcri fid\ovro f 

Kal ityecnv peycxXouri teat lyxsaw &fA<f>iyvounv, (II. 0.711-12.) 

Layard’s plates show that the ancient Assyrians also followed the Greek custom, and drow their bow-strings towards the. 
breast, and not towards the right ear, though for the purpose of a good aim the latter would be the most convenient place. 
In the Iliad the epithet KvtJwrtpk betvev indicates that the bow was so drawn as to reduce it to a circular shape, but nothing of 
the kind is mentioned in the Hindu S&stra. The or click and twang of the Homeric bow-string have their counter¬ 

parts in the dhanustanJcdra of the Hindus. 

To protect the left forearm from the abrasion of the bow-string, it was wrapped in folds of leather, J but the sculptures 

do not anywhere show a trace of this gauntlet. The Egyptians used a slip of leather for the 
same purpose, but instead of folding it round the forearm, wore it only on the inner side, 

tied at the wrist and the elbow.§ 

Of the different attitudes which were assumed in using the bow, the Agni Purana gives the following description: “ The 

Sampadasansthdna attitude in shooting, is the standing with the feet even, the two great toes, 
ankles, and heels being closely opposite each other ; and the position of standing with the 
feet three spans apart. Laying the centre of gravity on the toes, and keeping the knees unbent, is the Vais'd/cha posture. 
The attitude in which both the knees appear like a flock of geese, and in which the archer stands with the feet four spans 
asunder, is called Mandala ; and the Abdha posture is said to be that, in which the right thigh and knee are kept unbent and* 
in which the feet are placed five spans apart, assuming the shape of a plough. The contrary of the above is called the - 


Gauntlet. 


Attitude in drawing the bow. 


* Wilson’s Works, IV., 299. 
f Wilkinson’s Ancient Egyptian, I., 308. 

£ “ The ward of the forearm, protecting it from the abrasion of the bow¬ 


string, surrounds the arm like a snake with its convolutions.” Wilson’s Rig 
Veda, IV., 26. 

§ Wilkinson’s Ancient Egyptians, I., 306. 







PratgaWha attitude. The Jala attitude is that in which the left leg should be kept in a crooked position; the left heel at a 
v distance of five fingers from the ankle of the right foot, and the knees twelve fingers apart from each other. The Danddga x a 
posture is .of this description y the left knee straight, and the right advanced or as little bent, and firmly fixed; b it 
. when this attitude is such that, the knees are two cubits "distant from each, other, it is called ViJeata, The Sampata attitude is 
said .to be the bending the knee double, and keeping the feet raised from the ground (except the fore part), or standing 
•with the legs straight as a stick, and the feet sixteen fingers apart from each other.”* 

'• * th" 0 Ihim&yana mention is made of the hOw as an instrument for casting-pellets of stone ; but its,Use was piost probably 
Pellet bow and slin^ A limited- to sli no ting birds, for it is nowhere named in connexion with warfare. The sling 

too was well kno\vn, and Bharata, in the Ram^iyana,’is described as highly proficient in- its 
use. Wilkinson says: “ The Acarnanians were proud of their skill in managing it, arid were surpassed by the Achreans alone, 
of all the Greeks, who even vied with the natives & the Balearic Islands; and so expert wore these last, and of such 
importance did they consider the sling, that the principal care'of a‘ parent was to instruct a boy iifits us©.”f Homer admits 
the sling as an instrument of war, and the “ plaited wool,” of which it was made, sorves in one place as a bandage 

for tying a wound. The Hindus, however, never gave it any prominence, and deservedly treated it with contempt. Neither 
the pellet-bow nor the sling occurs in sculpture. / • • , • • « 

From the frequent mention of the Agni Astra or “fire-arms,” it is to he inferred that the Hindus had some instruments for 

Fire-arms, Catapults, Ac. hurling 8,161,8 or balls of burnin g matter against their enemies ; but no description of any such has yet 
been met with. There are two scenes of sieges among the S/uiehl bas-reliefs,'but no-traCes in them of 
battering-rams, or catapults of any kind for breaking down walls, or for hurling stones ami'dst the ranks of the enemy, or of engines 
for casting burning matter to a distanco to set fire to besieged towns and fortresses, are ■ visible. There are several martial 
processions and battle scenes at Bhuvanes'vara; but they too are devoid of any evidence on the subject. In the Udyoga Parva 
of the Mahabharata, Yudliisthira is described as collecting largo quantities of rosin, tow, and other inflammable articles for his 
groat fratricidal war; but-nothing js there said of any engine with which they could be hurled- against his enemies. The only 
instruments named, which could ho assumed to have belonged to this class, are the Maluvjantra or “ the great engine,” and the 
Sataglmi or “ centicide,” a mitrailleuse which could kill a hundred at a time; hut what they wero-like, and how they worked, 
is not known. ' v 

In connexion with fire-arm?,, it is usual to advert to gunpowder, but as I have no new evidence to adduce on the 
subject, .1 must r'efei\ the curious reade* to Wilson’s Essay “ oft. the Art of War as known to the Hindus,” Sir II: Elliot’s “ Note 
on the early use of gunpowder in India,” in his “ Ipdcx.. to the kistorians of Muhammadan India,” and Lassen’s Indischo 
Alterthumskunde, IL p. 641, et seq. 

• \ 

Of the amis of the second class, vie., missiles to be hurled with the hand, the only two worthy of notice are the javelin and 
v ' .JaVelins and Discuses. . the discus. The former, under the name of sela, is frequently mentioned, and warriors 

1 ■ mounted on horses or elephants used it largely, but it passes so insensibly to the spear or 

the thrusting weapon, that I have not been able to ascertain its exact form, and am doubtful if any distinction was ever made 
between them. --I shall, thdrdfpre/ notice the various kinds of spears and javelins seen in sculpture under one head. The 
discus, or quoit,/is an- old Indihit favourite, of wliich mention is made even in the oldest Vedas + Unlike the Sikh weapon of tho 
present day, which is h simphe iing-. with a-sharp cutting edge, it. had cross bars in the* middle, .and sometimes flame-like or 
pointed projections rounjl tLq'periphery. Its ancient name is chaJird or “ the wheel;” but one'oTthe'commentators on Amara 
identified it with tho Prds'a. It occurs’both in sculpture, and also formed of iron, and mppnted on spires of Vaishnavite tom*, 
pies, as a sectarial mark, like the cross of the Christian churches. Forn*etly certain classes-of Vaishuayaa used to have a figure 
of it branded on the arms or breasts ; the Siyites replaced it by the trident., 5 - . 

-• Under the bea.fi oiMuktamukta or optional missiles, come tho various forms of spears and lances. They w;ere highly impot- 
' r &c ;' * tant weapons, and Sanskrit writers are full of their praise. They wero made of bamboo, pointed 

with blades of steel, iron or copper, and balanced with an iron knob or spike at the lower end. 
The light ones, like that shown in Illustration, No. 204, from tlio Great Tower of Bhuvanes'vara, wero probably used as javelins, 
while tho heavy ones wero reserved for thrusting. Occasionally they wero made entirely of iron, when they were known 


* Wilson’s MS. Translation. I have not been able-to find the original of 
this in my MSS. of the text. Tho description in some places is not verjhclear. 
f Ancient Egyptians, I. p. 317. \ \ 

31 \ * 


t “ Endowed, with augmented vigour he hurled (against the foes) the 
wheel of the chariot of the : sun.” III., 35. If the suggestions of Sayana be 
omitted, the wheel would be a discus. 






MINISr^ 


122 



<SL 


Clubs. 


122 

by the name of Umar a. In some instances they had a small pennon below the blade. Illustration No. 177, shows 
a copper blade now in the Museum of the Asiatic Society; and Illustration No. 198, from Sanchf, shows a pennon. 
These weapons are, however, not well represented in sculptures, except as tridents, of which there is a great num¬ 
ber and of different forms. (Illustrations Nos. 193, 195 and 196.) One of a short mace-like form, mounted with three 
prongs and a small axe blade, is peculiar, and a drawing of it is given in Illustration No. 190. It may be compared to 
a European halberd, except in its shaft which is not near as long. 

Of arms of the non-missile class sticks, clubs and maces were the most ancient. Though they could be hurled at an 

enemy when hard pressed, they were ordinarily not intended for such a purpose. Illustra¬ 
tions, Nos. 201, 206, 207 and 208, all taken from the Great Tower of Bhuvanes'vara, are 
the principal varieties of this class of weapon. Illustration No. 202, shows a large mace or club five feet high, tied 
with ornamental metal bands. Its body is ribbed, and the ends are mounted with thick knobs. It has been taken from 
the hand of a guard at the entranco to the Bhoga Mandapa at Puri. 

The battle-axe was in India, as much as in ancient Europe, a dreadful weapon of destruction, and various forms of it 

may be seen at S&nchi, Amaravati and Bhuvanes vara. Illustrations Nos. 188, 189, 191 and 
Battle-axe. 19 2, re p resen t SO me of the commonest kind, and a very elaborate one is shewn in Illustration 

No. 187, taken from the hand of a statue of Gancs'a in the Great Tower. 

’ The most important weapon of this class, however, is the sword. Its oldest forms are shewn in Illustrations 

Nos. 175 and 176, taken from two copper weapons in the Asiatic Society’s Museum. 
Swords. Their history is not known, but apparently they are the oldest Indian metal arm3 that havo 

been preserved to our time. Both of them are double-edged, and ribbed in the middle, to lighten the weight and at the 
samo time to give them sufficient strength: neither has a guard or quillon above the hilt: but the second has two 
quillons in the place of the pummel, and the first only one. The swords are thick and heavy, and must have been very 
inconvenient to use. The edges of both are in places jagged from having been repeatedly struck upon some hard 
substance. It is impossible to say if the old Vedic swords were of this shape; but both at SAnchi and Bhuvanes'vara forms 
very like it, hut with somewhat better handles, are not uncommon. (Illustration No. 181). At the latter place, the ordinary Indian 
sabre the asi of Sanskrit writers, whence probably tbe acinaccs of the Romans, is common; it was generally worn on the left side, 
and not as among the Greeks and Romans, on the right side. Its blade is short and curved, but not quite so much as that of the 
scimitar. It is single-edged, except near the point, where it is sharp on both sides. Its handle is provided with quillons and pum¬ 
mel, rarely also with a guard. At Sancld there is a straight broad sword in a scabbard, very like a Scotch claymore; and straight 
swords like the navy cutlass are also met with at Bhuvanes'vara (Illustrations Nos. 182 and 183). But the most important instru¬ 
ment of the sword class at the latter place is the khanda, a heavy, broad, single-edged sword with a turned-up point, something 
like a Chinese sabre-knife. It was the favourite weapon of the goddess Durga in her different manifestations. In the present 
day it is used for sacrificial purposes, being too heavy for warfare. It is always carried in the hand, never slung from the waist. 
A modification of it, called dhup, was for some time the ordinary offensive arm of the Bengal paik. The Mahrattas called their 
straigllt broadsword by the name of khandd, and in Duff’s History of tho Maln-attas there is a drawing of the famous 
K/uindardiA, or “ king of KhAndAs,” of tho great patriot S'ivajl; its counterpart is frequently seen in Orissan sculptures 
(Illustrations, Nos. 179 and 180). In the temple of Gauri at Bhuvanes'vara, there is a doublo-bladod straight sword; but it was 
probably a fancy weapon, not of much actual use. (Illustration No. 178.) 

The following extract from the Vrihat Safihitfi of VarAlia Mihira, (Chap. 4) affords many curious traits of the superstitions 
which formerly prevailed, and to a certain extent still prevail, in* India in regard to swords and them uses 

1. « A sword of the longest description measures fifty digits; the shortest is of twenty-five digits. A flaw on such a spot (of the sword) as corresponds with 

“ °2 d figure, nmhrella, emblem of Siva, earring lotus, banner, weapon, or cross,^re held auspicious. 

3 Fits shaped like a lizard, crow, heron, carrion bird, headless trunk or scorpion, and several flaws along the upper edge are not lucky. 

4 A sword that shows a chink, is too short, blunt, damaged at the upper edge, unplcasmg to eye and mind, and without tone, is inauspicious. The reverse 

qualities ^ b “^ V g °“ftlwoi^Cof itself) is said to portend death ; its not going ont of the sheatli (when drawn) augurs defeat. There will be strife when the 

sword "lumps out of the scabbard by itself, but victor}' when it is seen flaming. ...... , , „ , 

6 The king ought not to unsheath it without reason, nor rub it, nor look at his own face in it, nor tell its price. He should not mention the place whence 

it has come from nor take its measure, nor, without precaution, touch the blade. 

‘ 7 The most esteemed swords are those that are fashioned like a cow’s tongue, a lotus-petal, a bamboo leaf, and an oleander leaf, rapiers and scimitars, 
g’ lf ‘^ w ht Bw0 ,.j pr0 ves too long, it may not he shortened by striking off a portion of it, but should be polished till it has the length required. Tho 
owner dies, if a piece is struck off at the upper end; and his mother dies, if the same is done at the point. 
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9. From a flaw on the hilt you may infer the existence of a corresponding flaw on the blade, just as you may conclude on seeing a mole in the face of a 
damsel, that there is another such in her hidden parts. 

10. And by observing which part of the body is touched by a swordsman, when consulting the diviner, the latter will bo able to indicate the place of the 
flaw on the sword in the scabbard, provided he (the diviner) knows the following rules. 

It—15. If the man touches his head, the flaw is at the first digit; the second digit corresponds with the forehead; the third with the spot between the 
brows; the fourth with the eyes ; the fifth with the nose ; the sixth with the lips ; the seventh with the cheeks ; the eighth with the jaws; the ninth with the 
ears • the tenth with the neck ; the eleventh with the shoulders ; the twelfth with the breast; the thirteenth with the armpits ; the fourteenth with the paps ; 
the fifteenth with the heart; the sixteenth with the belly; the seventeenth with the loins; the eighteenth with the navel; the nineteenth with the abdomen ; the 
twentieth with the hip ; the twenty-first with the pudendum ; the twenty-second with the thighs ; the twenty-fourth with the knees; the twenty-fifth with the 
legs ; the twenty-sixth with the part between the legs ; the twenty-seventh with the ankles ; the twenty-eighth with the heels ; the twenty-ninth with the feet; 
the thirtieth with the toes: such is the theory of Garga. 

16 _iQ <p} ie consequences to be foretold from a flaw in the first, second, third digit, and so forth, up to the thirtieth digit, are as follows: death of a 

child, obtaining of wealth, loss of riches, good fortune, captivity, birth of a son, quarrels, acquiring of elephants, death of a child, acquiring of wealth, 
destruction, getting a wife, grief, gain, loss ; getting a wife, death, prosperity, death, contentment, loss of wealth, acquiring of riches, death without salvation, 
obtaining of wealth, death, good fortune, poverty, dominion, death, kingly power. 

20. Upwards of the thirtieth digit no consequences are specified; in general, however, the flaws at the odd digits are injurious, at the even ones auspicious. 
But according to some authorities, the flaws from the thirtieth digit upwards to the sword’s point are of no consequence at all. 

21. A sw r ord that smells like oleander, blue lotus, elephant’s frontal juice, ghee, saffron, jessamine, or Michelea champaka, brings good luck ; but ill-omened 
is one that has the odour of cow-urine, mud, or fat. 

22. A smell similar to that of tortoise blubber, blood, or potash, augurs danger and pain. A sword glittering like beryl, gold, and lightning, brings victory, 
health, and prosperity. 

23. The fluid to imbrue a sword with, according to the precept of U$anas is : blood, if one wishes for a splendid fortune ; ghee, if one is desirous to have 
•a virtuous son; water, if one is longing for inexhaustable wealth. 

24. An approved mixture to imbrue the sword with, in case of one desirous to attain his object by wicked means, is : milk from a mare, a camel, and 
an elephant. A mixture of fish bile, deer-milk, horse-milk, and goat-milk, blended with toddy, will make the sword fit to cut an elephant’s trunk. 

25. A sword, first rubbed with oil, and thon imbrued with an unguent compounded of the milky juice of the Calotropis, goat’s horn, ink, dung from doves 
.and mice, and afterwards whetted, is fit for piercing stones. 

20. An iron instrument imbrued with a stale mixture of potash of plantains with butter-milk, and properly whetted, will not get worked on a stone, nor 
blunted on other iron instruments.”* 

Two thousand years ago the sheath was generally made of wood, covered, as in the present day, with pink cloth of some 
value. Thus in the Toy-cart: 

“ Servant . This is your honor’s sword. 

Samsthanaka. Ah, very well, give it me. (Takes it by the wrong end.) I bear it on my shoulder, sleeping in its pink 
sheath.”| 

A belt was usually tied round the waist to suspend the sword, and a sword-knot was not unfrequently put on. Both 
these were known by the common name of mckliald , which, in the case of women, was very appropriately employed to indicate 
the zone or girdle. The sword-knot was sometimes formed of a metallic chain fastened to the hilt, and in fighting bound 
round the wrist to secure the weapon—a procedure which must have proved very troublesome whenever the blade snapped in 


the midst of a fray. 

Of the short sword or dagger, the true war-knife and its varieties, the poniard, the stiletto, and the kuttar, the sculptures 

of Orissa and Sanclif, afford a great number of examples. Illustration No. 186, from the 
Great Tower, is very like a Nepalese knife. No. 185 is a broad, blunt-ended knife with a 
carved deer-head handle; and No. 184, is a knife of the same description, but with a lancet-headed point, taken from 
a male figure found under a banian tree near the Markanda Tank at Puri. Illustration No. 205 is from the temple of Gaurf. 
It is a triangular-bladed dagger or cut and thrust knife, which used to be held by the cross bar at the bottom. It belongs to the 
same class with the kuttar of the present day. Illustration No. 200, is also peculiar ; it is from BliuvancsVara. In Orissa this wea¬ 
pon seems to have been a great favourite, and on the Great Tower several nude statues in amatory positions are made to carry 
it in their waist bands. The sphyu or sacrificial knife of the Vedic times was a dagger; but it was made entirely of wood. 

The lasso, nagapasa , “ the noose of the N&gas,” or simply pasha may also be described as an offensive weapon of tho non¬ 
missile class. It was largely used, and is frequently alluded to. Of its form and use we extract the 
following description from the Agni Purdna. “ The Pasha should ho ten cubits long, with one end of 
which a circle should he made a cubit in diameter. It should be constructed of the strings made of hemp, or of flax, or of munja 
grass, or of bhangd , (Crotalarea junccaj , or of snayu (tendon or muscle of beasts, supposed to bo what is understood by 
the word tahl in common Bengali), of arka skin, (fibre of tho Calotropis gigantea ) and other things of which strong thread may 
be made. The Pasha should be prepared of thirty pieces of thread twisted together. Tlio learners should make a running 
knot in the Pasha ; and having held one end of it with the left hand, and twisted it round on the right, they should turn 
it over their heads, and afterwards throw it on the throat of a human figure, made of wicker work or reeds. They then 


Lasso, 


* Kern’s Translation, Journal Rl. As. Soc. N. S., VI. pp. 81 cl scq. | + Lit. of the colour of tho flesh of barkless raddish. Wilson’s Hindu Theatre, I. p. 37. 
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should cTo the same to a. real man, after covering his body ftith skin. After this, they, should try to throw the string 
on the neck of a horse at full gallop, or of animals jumping'about, or such,as are moving fast. This practice should be 
repeated many times, 1 m order to bo accustomed and well-skilled in it. In this manner, being masters of their hands, they will 
begin to bind (then- enemy) with the Pdsha This lasso is sometimes exhibited in 'sculpture. On the Ritni Naur frieze at 
Udayagm, there are two or three nooses seen on the body of a crouching elephant in a cave, and one also in the hand of one of 
its assailants ready to' throw it on the animal. . ' ‘ . 

Of defensive arms the first object which demands notice is the shield. In ancient India it was made ’ of hide; hence its 

Defensive amis, shields. name ehama > or leather par excellence. But hard wood ^subsequently used for the purpose ; 

and accordingly the i ulctikalpataru defines the charma s as u an arm which covers or protects 
the body. It is of two kinds, according as it is made of wood or hide. It should protect the body, and be firm, light and 
tough. That which is insufficient to cover the body, or is heavy, soft, easily penetrable, or made of an offensive material 
is defective.”* With the Egyptians and the .Grecians the material was commonly bull’s hide with the hairy side outwards,f and 
Ilomer gives seven folds of it to the shield of Ajax, and nine to that of Achilles; but the Hindus preferred the hide 
of .the buflaloe -and of the rhinoceros, and their superior toughness rendered folding unnecessary. At a subsequent period 
metal seems to have been likewise used in the fabrication of shields, arid specimens have been met with both of 

iron and copper. Two of the latter, metal are preserved in the Museum of the Asiatic Society, but theft ages are 
.unknown. • 4 v . . \ . 

The shape of the instrument was ordinarily Circular, as in the Illustrations Nos, 209 and 210, from the temples of Bhuvanes'- 
vara; but it was not invariably so. Illustration No. 211 shows an oval shield ; and oblong shields made of boards, or wicker work 
covered with leather, with sometimes an iron rim, veiy like the scutum of the Romans, were not unknown; and small bucklers of 
an oblong or irregular shape were common. The former occur repeatedly at Bhuvanes'vara, (Illustration No. 212, taken from a 
figure in the Museum of the Asiatic Society of Bengal), and the latter at Sanchi. (Illustrations Nos. 213 and 214, taken from 
General Cunningham’s “ Bliilsa Topes.”) At Khandfigfti there is a shield, the top and sides ofwhich are rectilinear, and the lower 
part pointed. Judging from the extent of. the body, it covers^ it was probably two and a half feet long, and had a prominent 
ridge in the middle. At Siinchl, two instruments have been noticed of a similar shape, but without the ridge, the ground of 
the one being plain, and that of the other bearing a diagonal cross. .(Illustrations No. 215 and 216 taken from Fergusson’s “ Trco 
and Serpent Worship.”) These were, however, never made so big as to entirely cover the soldier, as was the European paviso. 
Two specimens of this shield, made of wood and shaped very much-like canoes with wooden handles,} exist in the Museum 
of-the Asiatic Society of Bengal. (Illustration No.’ 217.), At Bhuvanes'vara some of the circular shields are padded inside, 
and hold by two straps tied to four rings. (Illustration, No. 210.) 

The ornaments on these shields were limitod to a few metal bosses or stars,'probably of brass, and rarely a tassel. But • 
at Konarak, a specimen lias been seen which is most elaborately ornamented. (Illustration No.' 218.) It is nearly two and a half 
fret in diame. V bound round the edge with a metal rim, and decorated with an outer band formed of circular plates of metal 
bearing impressions in relief of men, horses, elephants, deer, fishes, birds, tortoises, lizards, and floral scrolls, and having a 
scalloped inner edge. A medallion of a chaste design covers the centre, and to it is attached a thick bushy vak-tail chauri; a 
second chauri of the same kind, but with a differently formed handle, hangs from the top. For distinctive badges it has two well- 
formed lizards. At first sight, this buckler appears to bo a sort of a pageant shield intended more for display on festive 
occasions Ilia'll for use ; but it was found in the hand of a warrior crouching under a prancing horse, whoso rider had dis¬ 
mounted and was ready with a drawn sword to give him the coup dc grace. 

, Defensive armour for the head has nowhere'been noticed in Orissa. The heads of warriors are either left with their 

natural covering of hair, or bound round with turbans, or surmounted with high, orna- ' 
mented caps. .This is remarkable, considering that oven in the early days of the Rig Veda 
helmets § were greatly prized ; and in the Rdmfiyaha and Mahabhatata much praise is bestowed on those who succeeded 


Armour for the, head. 
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MS. Njp* 445, in. Raja Jotindramohan Tagore’s Library, fol. 5Ga. 


f Wilkinson’s Ancient Egyptian, I. p. 299. 

$ Some of the bucklers used during the Trojan war had wooden 
handles. 

§ “ The brilliant (Maruts), bearing the lightning in their hands, radiant 
above all, gloriously display their golden helmets on their heads.” Wilson’s 
^ Rig Veda, IV., p. 251. 
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m cleaving the helmets (IcirltuJ of their adversaries. During the middle ages, the Marhattas used very extensively iron casques 
with neck-guard, cheek flaps, and moveahle nose-pieces; and in the poems ot Chand the helmet is frequently mentioned. 

Armour for the body is, likewise, wanting at Bhuvanes'vara and Puri. But in Mr. Fergusson’s < Tree and Serpent Worship,’ 
Armour for the trunk. th ° re is a figure from Amardvati lithographed from a drawing in the Mackenzie collection, (plate LX VI,) 
which appears as if dressed in a coat of chain-mail; (Illustration, No. 91;) but without a careful exami¬ 
nation of the original, its nature cannot be definitively settled. This is, however, scarcely necessary, for there is ample written 
evidence to prove that formerly metallic coats were in common use, as in Europe during the middle ages, by superior officers and 
distinguished warriors and chiefs. TheKshatrfya or military caste early assumed the distinctive surname of Varman or the “ mail- 
clad,” and the Sanskrit language includes more than a dozen names for armour for the chost. In the Rig Veda the coat of mail 
('kavacha) is repeatedly mentioned. Thus, Agni is invoked “ to blaze (fiercely), repelling repeatedly, like a coat of mail, 
the enemies of his worshippers in combats.”* The As'vins are asked to bo «like two dogs, warding off injury to the 
persons” of his adorers, “ and, like two coats of mail, to defend them from decay.”! “ When the mailed warrior advances in 
front of battles, his form is like that of a cloud: with his body unwounded do thou conquer; may the strength of 
the armour defend thee.”! Again, “ I cover thy vital parts with armour :”§ “ Slayer of enemies, thou, Indra, art our armour.”|| 
In none of these and in several other such passages is the material of the armour indicated; but the Maruts are described 
m two or three places as having “ golden breast-plates.”^ Elsewhere the attendants of Kasu, son of Chedi, are described 
as “wearing cuirasses of leather,”** and in an old hymn in the First Book, Agni is said to defend “ the man who gives presents 
(to the priests) on every side, like well-stitched armour,” which Dr. Wilson supposed was a “ quilted jacket such 
as is still sometimes worn.”tf This leather, or quilted, coat was probably longer than the chain-mail, and reached the 

knees. Something like it is described in the following passage from the Uttara-rdma-charita in which Janaka expresses his 
first impression- of R&ma : 

<f You liave rightly judged 
His birth : for see, on either shoulder hangs 
The martial quiver, and the feathery shafts 
Blend with his curling locks: below his breast, 

Slight tinctured with the sacrificial ashes, 

The deer skin wraps his body: with the zone 
Of Mitrva bound, the madder-tinted garb 
Descending vests his limbs; the sacred rosary 
Begirts his wrist, and in one hand he bears 
The piped staff, the other grasps the bow.’^J 

The picture, however, is ideal, and pourtrays what the poet thought had been the attire, some twenty centuries before 
him, of a military student in his noviciate, long before he had earned his spurs. It cannot be accepted as a safe guide 
for any historical conclusion. The great S'atarudrbja hymn of the VSjctsaneiji SaHhitd of the Yajur Veda, which dates 
from a much earlier period, is, however, precise on the subject. It addresses Rudra as girt in “ cotton-quilted cuirass,” 
and “ iron-mail” and “ armour.”§§ The Ramayana and the Mahabharata are more positive on the subject, and state the 
Kavacha to be an iron armour, though they are silent as to whether the form was that of beaten plates sewed on cloth or leather, 
or of chain-mail. In the latter, some mail coats are described to be of iron plated over with gold; others white and lined 
with steel, and studded with a hundred eyes. [||| Sanskrit lexicographers are, likewise, universally of opinion that the kavacha 
was made of iron; but they too afford no positive information as to its make. Judging from the prevalence of chain-mail 
among the Marhattas, I am disposed to think that a shirt of mail formed of small iron or steel rings interwoven was 
preferred to solid breast-plates ; but leather was not altogether rejected. The Marhattas used mail with inlaid plates; and 
coats of rhiuoceros or buffaloe bide boiled in oil were also common. 


* Wilson’s Rig Veda, II, 06. 
f Ibid. II., 310. 
t Ibid. IV., 23, 

§ Ibid. IV., 27. 

|| Ibid. IV., 80. 

% Ibid, IV., 300. 

** Ibid. IV., 239. 


ft Ibid. I., 83. 
ft Hindu Theatre, I., 346. 
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Muir’s Sanskrit Texts, IV., p. 270. 
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Allusion has already been made to the forearin guard noticed hr the V-ddas (ante p.-120). In the MaMbhdrata, it is also 
mentioned, As also a visor,* but there is no name in Sanskrit "for shoulder,, leg and thigh guards, or other article of defensive 
equipment.. The Marhattas had a large steel.gauntlet,] hut. it has rio ancient name. ’ \ . 

Immediately after, arms and armour it would not be amiss to notice three objects, which, though perfectly harmless by them¬ 
selves, exercise.tlie most potcut irifluqnce inWanfare, viz. the flag, the trumpet and the war cry. 

Flag!., trumpets and war-cries. ^ & pb i nt for soldiers inaction, or for'the assemblage of troops, the flag is of the highest 

importance, and a feeling of chivalrous devotion to'* has-.at all times been cherished as a point of military honor. “ The 
idea .of such a signal,” says an able writer on the' “ SeopfeW Uses Military Literature apjl History,”. “ is universal, and the 
external cause of -its adoption obvious. However,, little accused mqn may be to'-act in concert, it is always possible to 
unite them in one mass by the conspicuous display o^-strikin^ qbj^t,in. a; ^entrahjiositioh.,^ If the uplifting of this ensign^ 
be accompanied by the shout of a strong-voiced ipan, or the comqiandipg tone'ef a loud instrument;, the appeal to two organs 
of sensation, both the ear and .the eye, mus't be-followed by an increased, degree, of. alertness on the part of-the troops so 
summoned” (p. 159). The Hindus, from a very early period . in their history, '.availed themselves of all the three, ws..the standard, 
the war-cry, and the trumpet, or what was the shme, some instrument for creating shrill wide-spreading sounds. The Rig 
Veda alludes to banners, t and; in the MaMbMrata, the heroism of knocking d-own the enemy’s standard is every whore highly 
extolled.'' The .war-cry is, likewise,' mentioned in the Rig Veda,* * and in -the great epics. The words used were either 
religious sayings,‘or the name of the'leader added to the word or victory, such as jayaJtdma, “victory to Rama,” or 

Jayastu PanduflutranAfti) « success to the sons of Pdndu,” or some other word suited to the occasion, very much in the same 

way as in Europe, and whence,. as Sir S. Megouk supposes, armorial mottoes had their origin. ■ 

According'to the Rig Veda, the most ancient 'instrument for calling troops together .or conveying orders to them or 
exciting them to yalorqus dedds Us the drum. '' Thus : “'War drum, fill with you* sound both heaven and earth ; and let all 
things, fikod or'flloveable'be "aware of it: do thou, who art associated with Indra and the gods, drive away our foes to the 
remotest distance. Sound loud against the (hostile) host: animate our prowess : thunder aloud, terrifying the evil-minded : 
repel, drum, those whose delight it is to harm us: thou art the fist of Indra; inspire us with fierceness. Recover these 
our cattle, Indra; bring them back: the drum sounds repeatedly as a signal : our leaders, mounted on their steeds, assemble : 
may our warriors, riding on their cars, Indra, be victorious.”! But Vydsa, in the Mahabharata, does not allude to it. 
He replaces it by p&nchajanya, and other forms of conch shells, with which the heroes of the Great war of Kurukshetra rallied 
their several corps d’armde.|| The conch shell, however, was not unknown in the time of the Rig Veda , ; and Kusta 
' refers to ‘‘those appliances with which the As'vins sound the conch shell in the battle for their share of the booty.”^ 

v Tn the most ancient sculptures, such as those of Sanchf, the flag is represented as an oblong piece of cloth with or without 
diagonal grossed .stripes like a St. George’s cross,-or A number of stars. (Illustrations Nos. 219 and 220, copied from Cunningham’s 
Bhilsa Tbpgs). .At Bkuvanes'vara, it is invariably triangular .and of plain ground. The staff is surmounted, according to the 
religious faith of the people who bore it, by either a trident or a discus. • In ancient literature mention is made of Garudas, 
Hapumdnas and crescents, as mountings for the 'tops’; of flagstaffs; also as armorial emblems on the ground of the flags. 
“ Thus Aryuna’s flag bore the monkey Hanumana, Bbishma’s a palm tree, Duryodhana’s a serpent, Kripa s a bull. ** The last 
was also the emblem of S'iva whence his name Vrishhlcetana or “ bull-flagged.” The HWivansa.make mention of birds painted on 
the ground of flags, s and in the JRamayana,' Ja'naka has the title of Sitadhvaja, from Jus standard having borne the figure 
of a plough. The Agni Purana makes a distinction between , the large standard dhvafi % and the banner pataka of minor 
divisio n s.|t I* notices, likewise, ‘ particular colours as .belonging to particular chiefs. The Kumara Sambhava describes flags 
' of China'silk set up in the palace of the mountain king Hhhalaya op the occasion of his daughter’s marriage.** But ordinarily, 


* Dronacharya, when wounded, is said to have raised'liis visor, and- Arjuna 
book the opportunity to send an arrow to his face which-. proved fatal. * . • 

f Wilson’s Translation, I., 265, II./ll, 321, IV., 145 206. , 

% Ibid I., 105. v 

§ Ibid III-, 476. 

\ || Very different was the use to which Poseidon assigned the Concha , 

when he employed his Son Triton to blow it to soothe the restless waves of 

the sea., * ' / x v . 

*|f,Rig Veda, I., 28^... v ' 

** Wilson’s Works, IV., 296., 


''ft VW I 

. ifWSEir wvit ii 

^51! II 

i 








127 


Horse. 


I suppose, cotton cloth was the material used. In the Shahnameh the leather apron of a blacksmith is made to do duty 
for a banner, and Ovid notices a bundle of hay used, for that purpose. Among the Egyptians, figures of birds, beasts, and 
reptiles mounted on long poles served the same end, but the Hindus seem to have invariably used cloth; at least there i s 
nothing to show to the contrary. Graven stones do not, however, help us much in the matter. 

Of trumpets, mention has already been made when treating of musical instruments. It has nowhere been seen used 
singly as a military call-bell, but as a member and an important one, of military bands it is frequently noticed in Sanskrit 
writings, and occurs likewise in sculptures. The conch shell is common, and may be seen in the hands of Vishnu and Devf 
everywhere ; a large specimen noticed at Bhuvanes'vara has been figured in Illustration No. 173. 

Next to arms and armour, the most important requirements of ancient Indian warfare were horses and elephants. 

Probably when the Aryans first came to India, they depended upon their horse, with 
a very superior breed of which, the progenitor of the modern Arab horse, they were 
familiar in their primitive homes in the plateau of Central Asia. In India, they subjugated the elephant; but soon 
after both the horse and the elephant held a lower position than the chariot, though in the time even of the Mahabha- 
rata, elephants disputed the supremacy with cars, and such distinguished chiefs as Bhagadatta, Uttara, Duryodhana, 
An'vinda and others, issued forth to battle, mounted on their elephants. At the time of Alexander’s invasion, elephants had 
all but completely superseded cars, for the Greek historians, while dwelling largely on the mighty phalanx of king Poms’ 
elephants say nothing of his war-chariots : this may, however, be accounted for on the supposition that the elephants were novel 
and startling, whereas the car was familiar to the Greeks, and on the whole not very dangerous to them. The Hindus knew 
exactly the purposes for which horses and elephants were most valuable, and placed them in the wings of their army, where they 
could be manoeuvred without interfering with the action of the infantry in the centre, on which they depended, as the 
mainstay of military arrays. They also wrote several treatises on the management of those animals in health and disease. 
Unlike most other nations of antiquity, they employed the horse in war, both for the draught of tlieir chariots and for the saddle, 
and that from the very earliest period of which we possess any notice. Driving was perhaps more fashionable than riding, for 
the principal heroes always appeared in battle, as among the ancient Assyrians* * * § and Egyptians, on chariots, and prized them¬ 
selves on being rathis or owners of cars. Mounted troops, however, were more common, and in the Rig Veda Agni is in one place 
invoked “ to come mounted on a rapid courser,”! and in another place is likened ijtj u a rider-bearing steed.”! The As'vins 
made Pedu “ mount a swift charger.”§ Madhuchhandas, son of Vis'vdmitra, prays that he may, “ under the protection of 
Indra, repel his enemies, whether encountering them hand to hand, or on horseback.”|| The horse was, likewise, used as a 
beast of burden, and the Asvins are accordingly invoked to come to the sacrifice “ with viands borne on many steeds.”^ - 

Of the particular brood of horses the Hindus used before the Christian era, we possess very little information. The Vedas 
praise highly a species called Nayut. Subsequently the most noted and highly prized was a Central Asian race called 
Bdhlilca or of Balkli.** Guzerat, Beluchistan, Kamboja, j*j* (ancient Cabul) and Persia, also yielded many hardy animals, 
which were generally esteemed by the heroes of the great war of the Mahabharata. Of their likeness, however, we have no 
remains in stone. The horses figured at Sanchi, Amardvatf and Bhuvanes'vara are so much alike, that it is impossible to 
decide upon their caste. 

The favourite colour in Vedic times was the bay, and perhaps also the chestnut or the colour of the sun, aruna. 
This is what was to be expected, for the Central Asian sire of the Arab was a bay. • In one or two places the sun is 
described as having glorious white horses; spotted mares, (dapple greys ?) are also alluded to,f! but subsequently, milk-white 
coursers were preferred. In the Lalita Vistara,§§ the dark grey of the colour of the cloud ^iron-grey) is most extolled as 
befitting an emperor. 

The equipment for saddle horses, as seen in sculptures, consist generally of a thick large padding kept in its place by a 

girth, a croupikre, sometimes trellised, and a breast band, and covered over with a housing 
or saddle cloth of a rich pattern. Nothing like a wooden saddle is anywhere perceptible, 


Saddle and bridle. 


* “ The chariots appear to have been used by the King, and the highest 
officers of State, who are never seen in battle on horseback ; or except in sieges 
on foot.” Layard’s Nineveh II., 348. 

f Wilson’s Rig Veda, II., 220. 

X Ibid I., 179. 

§ Ibid IV., 154. 

11 Ibid I., 20. 


Wilson’s Rig Veda, I., 78. 

** Ibid IV., 137. 
ft Mahabharata Sabha Parva. 

“ Maruts, together worshipped with sacrifices, standing in the car drawn 
by spotted horses, radiant with lances, delighted by ornaments.” Wilson’s Rig 
Veda, II., 303. 

§ Lalita Vistara, p. 17. 
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and stirrups are also wanting. This is, however, not the case with padded saddles on lions; at Bhuvanes'vara they are 
invariably provided with well-formed stirrups, and human feet are represented thrust in them. In a piece pf sculpture, 
apparently of an old date, in the Museum of the Asiatic Society, there are distinct delineations of stirrups formed of a 
ring with a broad, flat foot-rest. They are hung with straps proceeding from under the saddle-cloth or pad. The bridle 
includes a forehead strap, cheek pieces, gullet, and nose band, all studded with metal bosses. Tassels near the ears are 
frequently met with,. A. chamfron, sometimes straight, and sometimes crossed, is also generally'added, and a martingale of 
cloth is not uncommon. ' The rein is single and plain, never studded as the other parts of the bridle are. It 

was most.jxrobably knotted or .sewed on the bit, but in a piece of Sculpture in the Museum 
of the Asiatic Society brought from BhuvanesVara, the joint displays a chaste floral 
ornament, most likely the representation of a metal boss, occupying the place of the 
buckle. (Woodcut No. 53.) A positive buckle in the sense in which the word is now 
No. 53. understood I have nowhere met with in ancient Indian sculptures, nor a description of 

it in Sanskrit literature. 

The form of the bit is not perceptible, but rings are occasionally seen which suggest the idea of a snaffle ; and the Agni 
Snaffles Purana recommends five different kinds of snaffles as the most appropriate. One of these 

is said to have been wavy fgomutraj , another, crooked fkutilaj , a third, twisted or plated 
fvenij, the fourth, a chain of lotuses or rings (Padmamandalamdld) , and the fifth, jointed fgarbliikaj . These are very different 
from what Arrian describes in his Indica. He says, “ The Indians have neither saddles nor bridles, like those 
which the Greeks and Celts make use of; but instead of bridles they bind a piece of raw bullock’s hide round thelower part 
of the horse’s jaws, to the inner part of which the common people fix spikes of brass or iron, not very sharp, but the richer 
ones have them of ivory. Within the horse’s mouth is a piece of iron like a dart to which the reins are fastened.”* 
Commenting on this passage, Mr. Fergusson observes, “ If this was the mode employed by the Indians in Alexander’s time, 
they seem to have benefited by their intercourse with the West before the Sanchf sculptures were executed. If any one 
will compare the head stalls of the bridles represented in the plate (NXXIV.) with figs. 6, 7 and 8 of Plate III., they will 
see how perfect the head gear of these horses had become.”f In the absence of positive proofs to the contrary, it is of course 
futile to question the statement of Arrian, or the accuracy of the deduction drawn from it; but it seems rather unaccountable, 
why the people, who guided their horses by putting an iron dart inside the mouth and tying the reins thereto, should put a 
spiked band on the nose ? Not being attached to the reins, it could serve no useful purpose in checking the horse, and the 
idea, therefore, suggests itself that it was the martingale with its studded nose-piece which Arrian mistook for a substitute of 
the bit. As to the efiect of Alexander’s transient visit, all we have to say is that, intercourse with Europeans for near'three 
centuries, and a century of English domination, have not yet made the Hindustani exchange his chdrjdmd or pad for the wooden 
saddle. If it be impossible to suppose that the Indian Aryans had the capacity to design a bridle for their horses which 
they brought with them from the plateau of Central Asia, at least two thousand years before Christ, and used from time 
immemorial, and a model be really required for them to copy, the Assyrians or Persians were more likely to afford it than 
Alexander or his successors, the Greco-Bactrians. Looking at the caparisoned horses in Layard’s plates, and comparing 
them with similar figures in Khandagiri and Sdnchf, one sees a great deal of similitude to form a conjecture; a close 
examination, however, brings to light many marked peculiarities which leave no room for doubt as to their origin being 
different. The mode of dressing the mane and forelock was also different. The Assyrians hacked the mane, or braided it. 
No Indian ever hacked the mane,'but braiding was not unknown. In our days it is common enough. The Hindus dressed 
the forelock in the form of a flowing arching crest; the Assyrians tied it in three tiers or in three separate tufts. Some¬ 
times the bulk of the forelock in India was increased by the addition of false hair, and the following passage from the 
VilcramorvasM of Kfilidasa describes a yak-tail crest: 

“ The waving chowrie on the steed’s broad brow 
Points backward, motionless as in a picture ; 

And backward streams the banner from the breeze 
We meet—immoveable. 



* Indica, Chap. XIV. 

t Tree and Serpent Worship, p. 134. In support of this deduction Pro¬ 
fessor Weber’s conjecture of the Sanskrit word for a snaffle, Khalina (W. 
takes it for the bridle) being derived from the Greek ^aAtros, may be quoted. 


But the admission by Arrian of the use of an iron bit, and the fact of reins 
for horses being mentioned in the Rig Veda are adverse to the theory, 
t Wilson’s Hindu Theatre, I., p. 199. 
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Armour for horses. 


Harness for draft horses. 


In one or two instances, I noticed something like a crinet on the neck, but in the absence of iron accoutrement of 

other kinds, I imagined it was due to a peculiar style of dressing the mane. In Bajputana 
there are several sculptures of complete suits of iron armour including the chamfron, the 
crinet, the gorgot, the poitrel, the croupiere a jupe , and the leg-guard ; but they are of the middle ages, and were probably 
copied from the chargers of the Moslem invaders. I have nowhere met with a name for iron shoes for horses; but a passage 
in the Big Veda referred to above, (p. 119), suggests the idea of such shoes. 

The harness for draft horses in the olden time included a body-roller, a collar and a bridle. The body-roller was 

apparently plain, and tied where, in our times, the surcingle is buckled; but without any 
padding or cloth underneath"; differing in this respect from the Assyrian harness, which 
always included a rich saddle-cloth.* It was intended to prevent the traces from hanging low when the horse was checked, or 
backed. The collar was light below, but heavy at top, something like the wooden frames which wore until recently used 
for keranchf tattoos. In fact, the idea of a collar was derived from a bullock’s hump, and the contrivance was designed with 
a view to give a false hump to the horse, and the traces were so adjusted as to throw the weight much higher up than the 
point which bears the greatest strain under an ordinary collar. The remnant of this hump is represented in English dray 
horse-harness by a semicircular piece of leather on the top of the collar, and until recently it also appeared prominently in 
gig harness. The Egyptian harness-saddle was designed in the samo way, placed on the highest point of the withers, and 
kept there by two bands, one forming a collar, and the other a girth. This was also the case with the ancient Greek harness, 
in which the yoke was tied on the withers by two bands, one of which served the purpose of a girth, the other, the AeVaSiw, 
was, according to Arnold, u a broad strap which fastened the neck of the horse to the yoke.” The Assyrian breast-band, as 
described in the note below, was very much of the samo kind. The Egyptians, the Greeks, and the Assyrians, however, 
differed from the Indians in making their horses draw their chariots by a yoke, while the latter depended on traces, and had 
no yoke. Wilkinson says, that the former u had traces, but on the inner side only.” Such traces could not have been very 
effectual either for steady draught, or for preventing the horses from falling out, and the main dependence must have rested 
on the yoke, which he adds (t sufficed for all the purposes of draught, as well as for backing the chariot; and being fixed to 
the saddle, it kept the horses at the same distance and in the same relative position, and prevented their breaking 
outwards from the line of draught.”j* In Indian rich trappings, a trellised croupi&re was added to serve the purpose of a 
kicking-strap, but it was not common. The bridle differed in no respect from what was used for saddle horses, except, 
perhaps, in having gaudy plumes and rosettes over the head, and by the ears. 

The housing for the elephant, like that for the saddle-horse, consisted of a thick padding covered over with a piece of car¬ 
petting, or embroidered cloth, or trapping of some kind or other, and a smaller one of the same 
style for the neck; the former held to its place by girths, croupi&re and kicking-straps, and 
the latter by ropes tied round the neck. By way of ornaments, strings of bells round the neck and the rumps, and pendant 
from the head, were freely employed. In some cases metallic chains were used instead of ropes ; but this was not common. 
(Illustrations Nos. 29 and 30.) No howdah has anywhere been met with; but in the Agni Purdna allusion is made to one 
“ which should be made of wood cut out of trees that emit a milky sap when wounded; it should be fifty fingers broad, and 
three cubits long, painted and decorated with gold;” and Professor Wilson says, u the more usual riders on elephants 
were soldiers of a lower grade, several of whom were placed on the animal’s back in a kind of chair or howdah, and were 
armed with bows and arrows and other missiles. According to Megasthenes, as quoted by Strabo, each Indian elephant 
carried three archers besides the driver, and his account agrees well enough with what may be inferred from incidental 
notices of Sanskrit writers. 

The oldest Indian car of which we have a drawing occurs among the paintings of the reign of Thothmes III., 

(B. G. 1495). It is said to have been a present from a vanquished people of the name of 
Rot-?i-no, Sanskrit JRathina or “ charioteers,” who have been identified by the late Henry 


Elephant trappings. 


Chariots. 


* The following is Mr. Layarcl’s description of the earliest Assyrian har¬ 
ness : “ Bound the necks of the horses were hung tassels, rosettes, and engraved 
beads. Three straps, richly embroidered, passing under the forepart of the 
belly, kept the harness and chariot pole in their places. A breast-band, adorned 
with tassels, was also supported by these straps. To the yoke was suspended 
a very elegant ornament, formed by the head of an animal, and a circle, in 
which was sometimes introduced a winged hull, a star, or some other sacred 
device. It fell on the shoulder of the animal, and to it was attached three 

33 


clusters of tassels. Embroidered cloths, or trappings were frequently thrown 
over the backs of the chariot-horses, and almost covered the body from the 
ears to the tail. They were kept in" their place by straps passing round the 
breast, the rump, and the belly.” Layard's Nineveh, II., 354 
t Ancient Egyptians, I., 353. 

J Essays, II., 295, 
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Torrens, autlior of the Scope and Uses of Military Literature , with the Vedic Aryans .of the, Panjab.* In. style- and make' if 
‘closely resembles the war chariot of the Sanchf bas-reliefs, a car on two wheels, with a curricle body,, open behind, and drawn 
by two horses ; but it has only one pole with a yoke at the end, whereas the S&nchf specimens have'' three or rather one 
long’ pole in the middle curving upward near the neck of the horses, and two' short 
shafts on the sides, reaching only as far as the flanks, but no yoke.j* (Woodcut 
No. 54.) For a two-horse conveyance this is the simplest contrivance, and the 
ordinary practice was to drive .pairs, in the matching of which, great attention was 
paid by their owners.! But ^e-liorse chases were not altogether unknown per¬ 
haps they were more common, but not. being worthy of laudation were not often 
noticed in the Rig Veda hymns, though in on*e place we find a verse'beginning with 
the words: “ This invigorating praise,, like' a horse attached to a car, has been, 
addressed thee, who art mighty and fierce ”§ ' The Rtimdyana makes mention of 
cars drawn by aSses.. In tM timo of the Rig Veda, there were three shafts to each 
car, and they are described as triangular. “Come As vim with'.your three-columned triangular. ca*v”|| / “We ! haye. 
'placed you, Dasras, in your golden three-shafted chariots, going Ry an easy road tp-Wven”f* But whether the triangle was 
formed by the projection of the long central pole or by the'body itself, does not appear.' The wheels were usually two', but 
a thir'd was sometimes added, as tri-wheeled carriages are greatly*extolled.^. The chariot of the. sun is (Jes'bribed in the Puranas 
as having one wheel, one having-been taken gway by Indra. The Ancient Roman .chariot ijadf"large 'scythe-like^blades' 
projecting from the axles, rendering approach to'the cars from the sides by enemies'dang^ous. A-similar .method 4i 
arming the wheels was piobabl} adopted by the ancient - Hindus, for we read-in the Rig Veda,. of'“goldeii wheels, armed 

with iron weapons;”** But the SdncW models s£bw no trace of these. .The number of spokes to each wheel Was ofigmally 

fi ve ;ft but a greater number was subsequently introduced, and iii the Sdnehi.chariot above shown there are sixteen. ' - The , 
earliest Assyrian and Egyptian chariots had six. ' . ’ 

Ordinarily the body was made of a wooden framework, covered with leather,# and open above Kke'that of a'tandem; but 
sometimes an awning on top was put upon three posts, and the whole surmounted by a flag. The Mahabharata describes’ a 
square body with four posts, like the modern ckkds of northern Lidia. It is possible that both styles were common during 
the Vedic epoch. In the Sdnchf specimens the accommodation available in these vehicles was barely sufficient for two persons 
to stand or sit side by side. The Grecian A«/>pos, as its name implies, was intended only for two persons; and the Roman 
bore only the lellator, or warrior, and the auriga, or driver. The Egyptian could carry three persons. The sculptures of 
Assyria and Persia show no more than two ..persons in each. But the Rig Veda alludes to three benches’ as fixtures in 
each car, and the space sufficient for several persons and some goods.§§ The Rathas of the Rdmdyana and Mahabharata 
were, likewise, large and commodious, and generally carried a largo supply of arms, differing in this respect from those of 
Egypt) t ersia pnd Greece, which never, had any covering, awning or hood, and were seldom large enough for more than 
three persons, all, standing or' seatqd,abreast- on ono bench. The Grecian chariot, though, differing in somo'respects in the 
make of its wheels, poles, &c.,;from the Vedic model, bore a close relation to the Sanchf examples; and to make that manifest, 
I, shall here quote Homer’s description of the curricle of Achilles. 



„ * * Mr. Layard does not subscribe to this. He quotes Mr. Birch, who “ is 
inclined to identify the Ruten-nu or Lodah-nu, of the statistical tablet of Karnak 
with the Cappadocians, or Leuco-Syrians, inhabiting the country to the North 
and South of the Taurus, who, he conjectures are also represented at Khorsabad.” 
He adds : “ That the ftuten inhabited a country adjoining the Assyrians, may 
be inferred, from their being mentioned in geographical lists between Naharaina, 
(Mesopotamia) and Singara (Sinjar).” Layard’s Nineveh, II., 405. 

■f By a curious mistake oh- the part of the artist, the outer trace in Mr. 
Fergusson’s drawings, plates III., XXXIV. and XXXVIII., is tied to the tail 
of the horse. . Jn plate XXXV., it is made to go round the rumps like a kick- 
ing*strap. In -plate XXXIII., the form of the shaft is unmistakable, hut it 
is made of a piece-with the periphery of the wheel. In the woodcut above 
given, the true form has been attempted to be restored. 

X The old Assyrian chariot had three horses, and in this respect differed 
from the Indian and Egyptian which had two. Layard’s Nineveh, II., 350. 

§ Wilson’s Rig Yeda, IV., 151. 

1| Ibid I., 126. 


f Ibid II., GO. 

** Ibid I., 226. 

ft Ibid III., 475. 

II Ibid IV., 73. 

§§ The following extracts from Wilson’s. Rig .Veda contain allusionl to-the 
form and appurtenances of the Vedic car. ' “ Let your'spacious, tfhd bright- 
rayed chariot, Mitra and Varuna, blaze before' therfvlike the sun, filling them 
with fear.” (II., C.) . - ' 

“ Showerer of benefits, harness the car which ‘ Kas ''thrde benches, three 
wheels, and is as quick as thought; with which, embellished with three metals,' 
you come to-the dwelling of the 'pious worshipper,, and in which you travel 
like a-bird with wings.”- ,*(II.,434.) « With that 'chariot, lords of men, which 
is your vehicle, which-has threCbenches, is-laden'with' wealth,” (.I-V., 153.) 

“ Conduct here, As'viri's, your radiating werith-la^n, chariot.” '(IV., 153.) 
“ Agm, kindled -into flame,ffcome .to our presence'in the same chariot with Indra,' 
and with'the swift' gocU.” (Ii:,-331.)' - 
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u *H (3rj 8’ o\t€(T(n Oowq f3a\c Kafnrvka Kv*Xa, 

XaAxca, 6icr<XKvr)(Jia, cn&rjptu) a£ovi dfX(j)L<i. 
tG>v fjroi xpvvty trus a<£0iTos, avrap virtpOt 
yakne iirlaounpa Trposaprjpora, Oavpta l8i<r6aC 
7 r\rjpLvai 8’ apyvpov «i<rt ireplSpofxoi ap.(j)OTtp(i>6(V. 

8i<£pos 8e xpvcreoiXTL Kai apyupiounv i/xacnv 
IvriraraC 8oiai 8 k ireptSpopLOL avrvy es eicrt. 
rov 8* ££ apyvptos pvp.09 7re\cv’ avrap lit axpu 
8 rj(T€ '\pvcro.ov koXov £vyov, £v 8 e \c7ra8ya 
K(iX i kfiaXc, xpvartL inro 8 k £1 rybv rpfaytv "Hpr; 
imrovs ihKVTro 8 as, pepav? cptSos *at dvr^s*” 

Iliad, e. 722—732. 

On the wliole, it may be well said that the ordinary war chariots of the six great nations of antiquity, Indian, Egyptian, Assy¬ 
rian, Persian, Grecian and Roman, were very much alike, though not without peculiarities to mark their ethnic relations. The 
many-wheeled car, such as that of Jaganndtha, has nowhere been met with; but a square platform set on four wheels, and 
having an awning on four posts, occurs on the temple of Halabeed in Southern India, and this is, perhaps, the first germ of 
the more elaborate structures of the present day. 

The ancient chariots were highly prized, and great pains were taken to embellish them in a manner befitting the rank of 
the owner. In the Rig Veda, they are frequently described as of “ gold,” or golden. One is described as ornamented with 
“ three metals ;” supposed to have been gold, silver and copper ; others as having gold fellies, or wheels, and golden trappings. 
“ The Pajras, the kinsmen of Kakshivat, rub down the high-spirited steeds decorated with golden trappings.”* “ Harness with 
traces to thy car, thy long-maned ruddy (steeds to come) to the sacrifice.”! “ Savitrt has mounted his high-standing chariot, 
decorated with many kinds of golden ornaments, and furnished with golden yokes”! “ Indra, the abounding in acts, the 
bountiful, has given us, as a gift, a golden chariot.”§ “ May Indra bestow upon me ten handsome golden cliariots.”|| “ Ascend, 
As'vins, your sky-touching chariot with golden seat and golden reins. Golden is its supporting shaft, golden the axle, both golden 
the wheels.”^ “ Rapid as thought (come) with your golden chariot drawn by quick-footed steeds.”** “ Dasras, riders in a 
golden chariot, drink the sweet beverage.”!! Many other passages like these may be easily cited to show, that the Vedic chariots 
were generally veiy richly ornamented. The R&mayana and the Mahabharata, in the same way, talk of pearl fringes and 
jewelled decorations for the chariots of great chiefs and distinguished warriors ; and flags and banners for their tops were held 
in great requisition, and the glory of knocking down a banner from the top of a car was highly esteemed. The Pur&nas are even 
more fulsome in their praise of the ornaments of ancient Indian cars, but their descriptions lead me to suppose that their ideal 
of a car was the ratha of the modern times, a tower-like structure of many storeys, mounted on a number of wheels, a very 
cumbrous apparatus altogether, utterly unfit for warlike purposes, and not founded on the model of the Sanchl chariot. Thus 
the Brahmavaivarta Purana, in describing a chariot of Vishnu which certain Br&hman women beheld descending from the sky, 
says : “It was a most excellent car, made of gold, mounted with mirrors made of crystals, covered over with jewels, furnished 
with posts made of precious stones, capped with kalasas of valuable jewels, having white yak-tail chauris hanging from different 
places, lined with cloth pure as fire, bedecked with garlands of Parijata flower, mounted on a hundred uniform wheels, 
quick moving like thought, and most charming.”!! The Devi Purdna thus describes a car for the goddess Durgd, who, if 
seems, was formerly taken about in a car much in the same way as Jagann&tha is in the present day, and Buddhist relics 
were in former times: “ The posts should be made of ivory, mounted with showy golden ornaments, and set with rubies and 
other jewels. The car of the goddess should have seven magnificent storeys, with curtains of silk cloth and mountings of 
crescents, and decorated with bells, large and small, gongs, chamaras , rings, pennons, flags, and looking-glasses. Such a car 


* Wilson’s Big Yeda, II., 18. 
t Ibid II., 335. 
t Ibid I., 98. 

§ Ibid I., 77. 

|| Ibid IV., 5. 
f Ibid IV., 238. 

** Ibid IV., 239. 
ft Ibid IV., 253. 
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should first be worshipped, Indra, with flowers of the Jessamin tribe, and the Parijdta, with agallochum and sandal paste, 
with the aroma of fragrant pastiles, and then the image of the goddess should be placed in it.”* 

Kor was this fondness for the decoration of their chariots a peculiarity among the Hindus. The other great nations of 
ancient, times wero equally ardent in their desire to display their wealth and consequence by profusely ornamenting their cars. 
“ i he later chariots of the Assyrians,” says Mr. Layard, « wore often completely covered with ornaments; those represented on 
earlier monuments hacLa, yery elegant - moulding or border, round the sides. They were probably inlaid with gold, silver 
and precious woods; and also painted. Such wero the chariots obtained by the Egyptians from Naharaina, (Mesopotamia), 
fifteen centuries before Christ. In the statistical tablet of Karnak are mentioned thirty chariots worked with gold and 
silver with painted poles as brought from that country.”f These, as already shown above, are believed by a competent 
archaeologist to have been of Indian origin, (ante p. 130). Much of the precious ornaments mentioned by Sanskrit writers 
... was doubtless, due' to. lively fancy and poetical imagery; but their descriptions imply a substratum of some ornament in 
addition to the absolute constructive requirements of the vehicles. What those ornaments exactly wore, it is of course impossible 
to ascertain; but the frequent-mention of gold and precious stones as materials of decoration, would suggest the idea of 
their having-been to some extent used, the rest being made up of brass knobs and plates, many-coloured cloths, fringes of 
netting, and Jass'ets. Such ornamented chariots were- intended for ordinary use, and they were also provided with hoods or 
covering, tops dfid ssq-eens for protection from sun and rain, and other appliances. In the Dictionaiy of Amara Sinha, separato 
names aVe given-for such vehicles, such as Dvaipa and Vaiy&ghra for cars having coverings of tiger skins; Pandulcambaliya, 

• Kdmbold) Vdstra, for woollfcfl-chvfered cars ; Pushparatiia, non-military car, &c. Hemachandra, in his Sanskrit vocabulary, 

' V e pumei^tes several kinds ofiidjariols adapted for various purposes of life. The names he gives are S'atdnga-ratha, Syandana- 

\\ratha, ^mh&rdiha, .Marud-mtha, .TogytH-atha, Parighdtilca, Karni-ratha, and BathagarlhaJca. The first two were in¬ 
tended for proceeding to the battle-field; the third for enjoyment; the fourth, for carrying about images of gods • 
the fifth, for magistrates; the sixth, for travelling; the seventh, for fighting; and the eighth, for ascending in the air! 
IIow these several vehicles were constructed, and in what respects they differed from each other, the author does not 
notice. Most of the words have been used in Sanskrit literature as synonymous terms; in the Eamayana, the Pushpa- 
ratha has been assigned to Kama for his journey from Ceylon to Oudh; and the Vain&yiJca, which appears like an epithet 
for Jogya-ratha in the passage quoted,J is explained by Professor Wilson as a war chariot, and not a state carriage. It 

* mfl 7 fau-1 y ,je presumed that the various names given in the vocabulary are not synonyms, but terms denoting vehicles 
•differing from each other in shape, size, make, and character, and that vehicles of various kinds, large and small, were 
in use among the ancient Hindus, though wo are not in a position now to point out their distinctive peculiarities. Covered 
carriages are .frequently mentioned, and, seeing that the constructive ingenuity necessary for converting an open cart into 

- a covered vehicle is exceedingly small, there is no reason to doubt the former existence of such conveyances. It is worthy of 
note, however, that in the Sancld bas-reliefs, the open war-chariot shown above in the woodcut is the conveyance selected 
. for a religious procession, and the sacred object placed in it is shielded from the rays of the sun by an umbrella held over 
, it. It may bo asked, had the people conveyances with hoods or awning for use at the time, why should they have rejected them 
N ancl brought forth so insignificant a vehicle for a ceremony, the main object of which was to produco a grand impression on the 
. nlinds of tho common people ? A large covered van or car is far bettor adapted for decoration and show than an ancient war 
chafiot, 'and the testimony of the Eamdyana and the Mahabhdrat leaves no room for doubt that such large structures were 
. known. To reconcile this conflict, I can only suppose that custom—and custom in matters of religious ceremonies is all- 
powerful—must have decided in favour of the war chariot. In the beginning of the fifth century, Fa Ilian however found 

in Behar .something very like the modem rath used in carrying about Buddhist images in religious processions. He 

“Every year, in celebration, of the eighth day of the moon mao, they (the people) prepare four-wheeled cars, on which they 
erect bamboo stages^ supported by spears, so that they form a pillar two chang high, having the appearance of a tower. The 
cover it with a carpet of white felt, upon which they place the images of all tho celestial divinities, which they decorate 
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with gold and silver and coloured glass. Above they * spread an awning of embroidered work; at the four corners are 
chapels, having each a Buddha seated with Bodhisattvas standing beside him.”* 

The driver of the chariot, among all the six races, generally occupied the left side ; but they never held the subordinate 
position which Jehu does in the present day. Looking to the manner in which Homer makes his heroes treat their 
charioteers and the familiarity which a driver is represented as taking with a son of the Great Raineses, Sir Gardener 
Wilkinson thinks “ that we may conclude that the office in Egypt and Greece was filled by persons of consideration, who 
were worthy of the friendship they enjoyed.In India, in the same way, the sdrathi was always held in high respect, and 
even the great Krishna did not think it unbecoming his dignity to become the charioteer of Arjuna. Arjuna, on his part, acted 
in the same capacity for Uttara, son of Virata; and Matuli, the sdrathi of Indra, is represented as an adviser in many points 
to Rdma and Dyushanta.J Other charioteers seem to have enjoyed equal distinction. In fact, the warriors and the 
charioteers were either men of nearly equal rank, and both joined “in the labours and glory of the fight,” or the office was 
awarded " as a mark of distinction and trust” for distinguished service. Hence it is that the art of chariot-driving was held as 
an important gentlemanly accomplishment, and the heroes of ancient days always prided themselves upon their proficiency 
in it. 

The numbers of chariots employed for military purposes were great. According to the Amarakosha, every battalion 
(vciMniJ of four hundred and five foot soldiers included eighty-one cars and two hundred and forty-three horse j three such 
battalions formed a pritana ; three pritands formed a chamu; three chamus constituted an anihini; and ten such anile inis an 
aJcshauhini or complete brigade, including twenty-one thousand eight hundred and seventy cars, the same number of elephants, 
sixty-five thousand six hundred and ten horse, and one million nine thousand three hundred and fifty foot soldiers. It is 
doubtful if any prince had anything approaching to such a mighty host for his corps d y armee , but the arrangement and 
nomenclature in a dictionary indicate that large assemblages of cars were not quite uncommon. 

If this be admitted it must follow that roads for such vehicles were also extant. The great epics describe urban roads 
as wide and spacious, lined on both sides with shops of various kinds and private mansions of elegance and beauty. The 
Ramayana notices the practice of watering the street to allay the dust, (ante p. 21), and refers to a large trunk road extending 
from Oudli to the Panjab. The Vedas also make mention of roads for cars and waggons, and they offer very strong presumptive 
evidence of a settled, civilized life among the people as distinct from a nomadic or purely pastoral existence. It is impossible 
to say whether the roads were ever metalled with stones or bricks: perhaps they were not; but in a country so abounding in 
kankar, as the North-Western Provinces are, and occurring as that substance does often on the very surface of the earth, it 
could have scarcely escaped the notice of men who made roads, and watered them to keep down dust. 

The Rig Veda makes mention of waggons; so do the great national epics; and the lexicon of Amara Sifiha gives distinct 

names for covered conveyances of several kinds, as also for open carts for the carriage of 
goods. The Mrichchhakat i , which, as already stated, dates, according to Wilson, from the 
second century before the Christian era, and under the lowest computation cannot be brought down below the beginning of 
that epoch, takes its name from a fictile model of a cart, which had been given to a child as a substitute for a golden one, 
which it had seen with a playmate, and wished to have, but which could not be provided by his indigent parents. In the 
play itself, there are descriptions of roads blocked by a great number of carts, of covered litters provided with cushions, 
having doors behind, and drawn by two bullocks, and carts and litters of different qualities,—all which cannot but be 
accepted as indications of vehicles of various descriptions having been in common use. I do not remember to have any where 
read of a one-bullock cart; but in the tenth mandala of the Rig Veda, mention is made of a waggon or car which was drawn 
by a team of which one was a bull and the other a" buffalo©. A sage, named Mudgala, is said to have achieved great success in 
the battle-field by driving this ill-matched pair. And seeing that mention is made in that work of a team of four bullocks yoked 
to a plough, it may be very reasonably concluded that occasionally waggons had more than a pair. Three and four bullocks ' 
to a cart or waggon is common enough in the present day in. the North-Western Provinces. The nature of the country! 
never rendered such large teams as of ten to 'twenty bullocks, so common in Cape' Colony, necessary or desirable in 


Waggons. 


India. 


Of the form of the covered waggon we have only one example in the Amaravatf sculptures, and it corresponds pretty closely 


* Laidley’s Fa Hian, p. 255. 
f Ancient Egyptians. I. 337. 
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with the description given in the Mrichcliakdtl , a two-wheeled vehicle 'drawn by a 
pair of bullocks, and opening behind to receive the riders, the driver being seated 
in front in the same way as in the present day. (Woodcut No. 55, copied from 
Fergusson’s “ Tree and Serpent Worship,” plate LXY.) Indeed, the persistency of 
custom in this respect appears so great, and the progress of art so cramped, that 
no appreciable change has been effected within the course of the last sixteen hundred 
years, and tho North Indian waggon of to-day seems to differ in no respect from 
what was in use in the fourth century of the Christian era. 


No. 55. 


Whip and goad. 


The whip as delineated at Sanchf is a stiff leather thong attached to a short handle, very like the modern kora. It was 

called too, and under that name is frequently mentioned in ancient writings. For elephants 
the miens'a , or a short staff mounted with an iron crook, was tho only instrument in use for 
guiding them, and it remains unchanged to this day. The ankus'a shown in Illustration No. 194, taken from the Sanchf 
bas-reliefs, differs in no respect from the instrument of that class now in use all over India. 

The palankeen (sivika) is frequently named in the great epics and other Sanskrit works ; but it has not yet been 

met with in sculptures, and its ancient form, therefore, remains unknown. In its placo we have 
a sort of a moveable kiosk, or sedan, with four posts bearing a canopy, and carried on men’s 
shoulders on two poles. The body of the vehicle is a square wooden platform mounted on four short legs, and provided with 
rich cushions and pillows. It is used to this day on ceremonial occasions, and is known under the name of Chaturdolci . 
It bears a close resemblance to the Sukhasana noticed in connexion with thrones, (ante p. 104), and is in fact a variety 
of it. 


Palankeens, &c. 







CHAPTER W. 



Religion op the TFArPLE-ButtDERS.—Primitive idea of religion. Buddhism. * Hinduism, * S'ivaism; its origin. Objections to its Aryan origin. Objections 
considered. Relation of Siva to Rudra.. The origin of the myth of Rudra. Relation of Rudra to the Lingam. Tantric Doctrine of S'aktaism. Yaiahnav- 
ism ; it.si antiquity; its development. The doctrine of Bhaktij its modifications j its relation to Sufiisnr; its development by Chaitanya. The .cults of Surya 
and Ganes'a. 

HE lowest savages,” says Sir John Lubbock, “ have no idea of a deity, at all, Those slightly more advanced, regard 
him as an enemy to be dreaded, but who may be resisted with a fair,prospect ofsuccess ; who may be cheated by 
•the cunning, and defied by the strong. Thus the natives of tho Ifkfobar islands endeavour to terrify their • deity 
by scare-crows, and the Negro beats his fetish, if his prayers are not granted.- As tribes advance in civilization, 
their deities advance in dignity ; but their power is still limited ; one governs the sea, another the land ; one 
reigns over the plains, another among the mountains. The most powerful are vindictive, cruel, and unjust. 
They require humiliating ceremonies and bloody sacrifices.”* There is nothing to show that the Uriya does 
now, or ever did, form an exception to this rule. In his most primitive state, as represented by the Patud,t he 
has to this day no idea of a deity at all; and it would bo no violent presumption to suppose that in early 
prehistoric times, he was no better than the Patua of the present day. Tho first step in advance brought him to 
face gods, inimical,’ fierce and cruel, whom he had “ to cheat by cunning, or defy by strength,” and in this form ho is met with 
in the Sabaras of the present day.' The next step brings us to the Khonds who appease their gods with human sacrifices and 
bloody offerings. It is probable that tho Uriya appeared in all these different forms in different parts of Orissa when the Vrdtya 
or degraded Kshatriyas of Manu first came among them, and gave a new impulse to progress, (ante p. 2). Two such 
markedly dissimilar forms of humanity as the ancient aboriginal Uriya and the Hindu, could not abide together without caus¬ 
ing a ferment' The strong must have told upon the weak, and it is to bo presumed that thereupon, as in other parts of India, 
the history of Aryan civilization repeated itself, driving the more obstinate and resolute, those who were most attached 
to-independonce among the aborigines, from their homes to the shelter of hill sides and forests, and amalgamating, though 
partially, with the more docile and tractable, by admitting them into the pale of Hinduism as a servile race. Tho intercourse 
thus established led, as elsewhere, to extensive miscegenation, and the result was a mixed race, who professed forms of 
Aryan religion, tinctured more or less with the ancient faith of the,country, according to tho social status of the different 
orders of the people. The lowest stratum probably remained, as they continue to this day, nearly unchanged; while the 
highest bore a close similitude to the ordinary run of the Mhmanical order of Northern India. On the Whole, the bulk of 
the people were Hindus, and professed a Hindu faith; at least such is the only conclusion that can be drawn from the mention 
of the Vr&tya Kshatriyas by Manu. 

It was this mixed race and degenerate form of Hinduism that Buddhism first, encountered when it made its appearance 
in Orissa. And as tho earliest remains of human art that have yet come under notice in that province are unmistakably 
Buddhist, it is not necessary for the purposes of this essay to go beyond the earliest date to which they extend. 

Remains of Buddhist monuments have been met with in almost every part of Orissa: Balasore, Jajapur, Asighar, Ndlti, 

and different parts of the Puri district afford them in pretty abundance ; but the 'most impor- 
Buddhism. t an t are cave3 0 f Udayagiri, and the carved rock of Dhauli. Both contain Pali inscrip¬ 

tions in the oldest Indian, or the Lat, character ,% and are unquestionably works of the third, and fourth centuries before Christ;' 
Taking this as the starting-point we have a period of over a thousand years to the time of Hiouen Thsang during which 


* British Association Report, 1869, p. 144. 

f Journal, Asiatic Society of Bengal. (XXY. p. 295 et seq .) Dalton’s 
Descriptive Ethnology of Bengal, p. 157. 


J A Pali inscription is said to have been met with at Nalti, but I have 
not yet seen it. 
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Buddhism prevailed in the country. It is not to be supposed, however, that Buddhism must necessarily date its introduction 
into the country from the time of these inscriptions. It may fairly be inferred that the first missionaries of that faith must 
have made their appearance long before the promulgation of the edicts of As'oka. It would be equally wide of the mark to 
imagine that it ever was universally accepted by the Uriyas, for there is notliing to show that Buddhism did succeed in any 
part of India, much less in Orissa, entirely to extirpate the pre-existing religion of the people. As a reformation of the 
current faith, it fought its way, and for a time, as the state religion, held its supremacy; but the Buddhist records themselves 
admit that it always lived side by side with Hinduism. In the middle of the seventh century, Hiouen Thsang found “ the 
followers of error and of the truth living pell-mell” in the capital, and “ many heretics, who frequented the temples of the 
Devas. According to the Siyuki (Lib. X. fol. 10), amidst a hundred monasteries and ten thousand monks, u there were fifty 
temples of the gods”f devoted to Hinduism. This proportion must doubtless have varied considerably at different times, and 
under particular circumstances ; but there is nothing to justify the conclusion that one of the two contending elements was 
ever wanting in Orissa, since the day of the first introduction of Buddhism into it. 

I he form of Buddhism which prevailed in the time of Hiouen Thsang was that of the 11 Great Translation” or the 
Mahay ana,% i. c., the most developed form as settled at the third convocation in the time of As'oka. But the “ Little 
Translation.” was not unknown at the time, and the first missionaries who brought the faith to Orissa long before the date of 
As oka, must have preached one or more of the earlier forms of the faith. The sculptures extant, however, do not afford any 
information on the subject, and it would require more space and time than I can spare to discuss it in all its detail in this 
place. 

The temples of the Devas noticed by Hiouen Thsang were probably mostly Sivaite, for it was during the two centuries 
Hinduism preceding his travels in India that the new impulse given to the worship of the Dread Destroyer, 

Rudra, by the Kes'ari dynasty, had manifested itself by raising to the honor of Siva several 
lofty temples which preceded the completion of the great tower of Bhuv&nesVara. Seeing, however, that some of the Gupta Rajas 
were at least three centuries before followers of the Vaishnava faith at Eran and Allahabad, it would not be presumptuous to 
conclude that that form of Hinduism was, likewise, known and practised by some of the Uriyds. Exception might doubtless 
be taken to the conclusion on the ground of no trace of its existence at the time having yet been met with. But such a line of 
argument would serve only to defeat itself; for it might be made to apply to Vedic Hinduism of which no tangible relics are 
extant, and written history, even such as are accessible, will easily set aside the objection in either case. 

Exception might also be taken to S ivaisrn being reckoned as a Hindu form of worship, the opinion among some European 


S'ivaism. 


Its origin. 


orientalists being in favour of its non-Aryan, or Tamulian, origin. The question is of great 
importance in connexion with the history of the structures which form the subject of this 
essay, and it is necessary therefore to dwell on it at some length. 

The •pro and contra of the question may be argued with equal force. On the one hand apparently the most incontrover¬ 
tible arguments might be culled from the Hindu S Astras, to prove the non-Aryan origin of 
Sivaism, often from works which are avowedly intended to glorify and promote that form of 
worship. While on the other, equally strong reasons might be adduced to show that it formed a part and parcel of the 
Br&hmaniaal orders from a very remote period in the history of man, and was one of the earliest objects of human faith even 
in the most ancient seats of civilization. 

Objections to Aryan origin. The arguments in favour of the non-Aryan theory may be enumerated under the following 

eight heads:— 


ls<£.—Vedic denunciation of phallic worship. 

2nd .—Denunciations in the Smritis. 

3rd.—Numerical inferiority. 

4dh .—Unholy character of the offerings to S'iva. 

5th .—Prohibition to build temples of S'iva within the limits of towns and villages. 
6th. —Anti-Vedic character of Siva’s chief worshippers. 

7th .—The shape of Siva. 

8 th .—The disreputable character of S'iva. 


* Martin’s Hiouen Thsang, p. 183. 
f Ibid, p. 425. 


t Ibid, p. 183. 
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Tlielst argument^ founded oa-a* passage in the Sanhit& of the Rig Yeda. In the 21st liymn 6f the 7th M and ala, 
V-' , Va&'islitha prays Indra to preserve his sacrifice from being defiled by the worshippers of the 

lust objection. ^ . ^-phallus, who are taken for granted to be inimical to Yedic rites, and classed with Rdkshasas, 

evil ^spirits, and disorderly ''beings. , The passage funs thus: “Let not the Rakshasas, Indra, do us harm; let not the 
evil spirits do harm to our progeny; most powerful (Indra), let the sovereign lord (Indra) exert himself in the restraint 
of disorderly brings, so that the S'isnadevdh may not disturb our rite.”* The word S'isnadevdh literally means “ those 
who have the phallus fo'isnaj for their god fdevaj .” Yaska takes it to imply “ persons who do not observe Brahmacharya” 
or continence,” i. ‘e., unchaste, (abrahmachanja ityarthaj in the same way as gluttons are described in the Bible by the 
phrase “ whose god is their belly but this explanation is not satisfactory, inasmuch as the unchaste are nowhere reckoned 
in the Yeda to be as low as Rakshasas or evil spirits, nor the contamination caused by contact with them such as to require 
divine intervention ; on the contrary, a simple expiatory offering with butter, or a certain number of repetitions of the gayatrl, 
is held sufficient to render the unchaste fit for the priestly office. The word is of rare occurrence, and a very different word is 
ordinarily used to indicate those who are addicted to carnal enjoyment. It may, therefore, be presumed to imply the aboriginal 
phallic worshippers, who are, likewise, the Dasyus, Asuras, Rakshasas, and other.evil spirits of the Yedic writings. 

The 2nd refers to denunciations in the Smriti. The passage which has to be quoted in support of this assertion occurs in 

the Vas'islqha Smriti, a work attributed" to the same Rislii who denounces the S'isnadevah 
Second objection. ^ jyg Yeda. The work is of a much later date, and is most probably a compilation, 

such as the Safihitd of Manu unquestionably is ; but it is nevertheless a work of high repute, and forms one of the principal 
guides to modem Hindu domestic and religious rites. It* has been thus rendered by Professor Max Muller : 

“ A Brahman versed in the four Yedas, who does not find Yasudeva, is a donkey of a Brdhjnan, trembling for the heavy 
burden of the Yeda. Therefore, unless a man be a Yaishnava, his Br&hmanhood will bo lost; by being a Vaishnava one 
obtains perfection, there is no. doubt. For Nar&yana (Vishnu) the highest Brahma, is the deity of the Brdhmans; Soma,' 
Surya, and the rest are the gods of Kshatriyas and Yais'yas; while Rudra and similar gods ought to be sedulously worshipped 
by the S'udras. Where the worship of Rudra is enjoined in the Purdnas and law-books, it has no reference to Brahmans as 
Prajapati declared. The worship of Rudra and the Tripundra (the three horizontal marks across the forehead) are celebrated in 
the Purdnas, but only for the castes of Kshatriyas, Yais 'yas, and S 'ddras, and not for others. Therefore, ye excellent Munis, the 
Tripundra must not be worn by Brahmans.”! The Bhagavata Purdna follows this very closely, and says : “ Those who 
profess the cultus of Bhava (Siva) and those who follow his doctrines, are heretics and enemies of the sacred S'astras.”J 
Similar passages may be quoted from the other Purdnas. The strong feeling of attachment which they evince towards the 
worship of Vishnu, is of course due to uncompromising sectarian zeal; but the question suggests itself, does the statement 
that the worship of Rudra as inculcated in the Puranas is designed for the S udras, owe its origin to that cause solely, or to 

anything more historical ? , ^ 

The 3rd argument* is based on the numerical inferiority of the Slvites. The number of Hindus who have accepted 
• • ' S'.iva for their, special divinity is limited. The various classes of'houseless hermits apart, 

Third objection. there are very few persons 'who have accepted thzv ija mantra of this divinity, and worship 

him to the exclusion of all other gods. Doubtless all the S'aktas pay him high respect, but only as the husband of Uma, 
and not as the god elect for their salvation. The Vaislinavas also look upon him with great veneration, but only as one of 
the triad, and a person who has attained the highest perfection in meditation, as the greatest of Yogis, and not as the giver 
of salvation. These remarks may appear to Europeans irreconcilable with the fact that S'ivite temples are infinitely more 
abundant in every part of India than those of all the other gods put together; but to Hindus who know the number of 
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- Dr. H. H. Wilson, after quoting this passage of Yaska, adds, “ but it may 
have the sense of those who hold the Linga for a deity.” Kig Yeda, iy., p. 6. 
t Ancient Sanskrit Literature, p. 55. 
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the several classes of gurus , or spiritual guides, whose especial duty is to initiate people in the secret mantras of the different 
gods, they will cause no wonder: there is scarcely one in a hundred gurus whose vocation is to impart the mantra of Siva ; 
and he is generally the poorest, owing to his having the smallest number of disciples. Even by Europeans “ it will be generally 
observed,” says Professor Wilson, “ that these temples (of Siva) are scarcely ever the resort of numerous votaries, and that 
they are regarded with comparatively little veneration by the Hindus. Benares, indeed, furnishes exceptions, and the 
temple of Vis ves vara is thronged with a never-ceasing crowd of adorers. There is, however, little solemnity or veneration in 
the hurried manner in which they throw their flowers or fruits before the image, and there are other temples, the dwellings 
of other divinities, that rival the abode of VisVesVara in popular estimation.”* 

The hermits, who constitute the especial worshippers of Siva, are all professional mendicants, living in rare instances 
“ collected in opulent and numerous associations, but for the greater part detached, few, and indigent.” Their total number 
constitutes but a small fraction of the Hindu community.*]* 

From a survey of these facts the conclusion at which Professor Wilson arrived was, that u the adoration of Siva has never 
assumed, in Upper India, a popular form. He appears in his shrines only in an unattractive and rude emblem, the mystic 
purpose of which is little understood, or regarded by the uninitiated and vulgar, and which offers nothing to interest the 
feelings or excite the imagination. 

One most important mark of reverence to a god is the eating of the remnants of offerings made to him. This is 

called “ taking the MaMprasada” mahdprasdda sevana , and no votary can forego it. But 
in the case of Siva, this is forbidden. At all the great temples of Vishnu, Kalf, Durga, and 
other gods and goddesses, the most important daily ceremony consists in offering large quantities of various articles of food, 
and subsequently distributing the same among the faithful; and no image of a god is anywhere kept which has not its daily 
allowance of some choice food according to the means of its votaries. But Siva has no such allowance assigned to him. 
With the exception of the presiding divinity of the great temple at Bliuvanes vara and of two or three others, no image of Siva, 
not even the idol in the celebrated fane of Benares, has anything like a large supply of sweetmeats, and rarely any cooked 
food§ served to it, and even the most orthodox Slvite thinks it positively sinful to eat of food offered to this divinity. The 
prohibition occurs in the Bahvricha Griliya Paris'ishta, and it runs thus : u Leaves, flowers, fruits, and water, become unfit to 
be eaten after being offered to S'iva: but they become pure after being brought into contact with an ammonite stone, 
Salagrama.”|| The Puranas, as also the Smriti digests and the Tantras, have quoted it largely; and it is evident that it must 
be of very ancient date, otherwise the unanimity of the Hindus of all sects on the subject and the absence of offerings in the 
temples, would be unaccountable. But what is more to the point, S'fikta and S aiva Tantras, designed expressly for the 
glorification of the worship of Siva, recognise the prohibition, and try to explain it away. Thus, in the Lingarchana Tantra, 
the great goddess Durga is represented as very much troubled in mind as to why flowers and fruits offered to Siva 
instead of being sought for and prized as highly sacred by Brahmd and other gods, should be held positively impure ; and 
Siva thereupon explains the mystery by saying that as the poison he had swallowed at the churning of the ocean was 
sticking in his throat, and ever since causing him much pain and suffering, food taken by him through his topmost mouth 
got tainted by it, and consequently became unfit for consumption by weak mortals. “ The wretch who accepts for consumption 
remnants of such offerings, becomes consumed, and there is no redemption for him.”. He added, however, that flowers, leaves, 
&c,, placed before him, i e., before any of his side faces, could not be so tainted, and they are fit to be offered to Vishnu and carried 
about on the head.The Krishna-janma-khanda of the Bralima-vaivarta Purfina gives quite a different version of the affair. 


* Essays on the Religious Sects of the Hindus, I., p. 188. 

f They include the Dandis, the Das'namis, the Jogis, the Jangamas, the 
Paramahausas, the Aghoris, Urddhavahus, the A'kas'amukhis, the Nakhis, the 
Gudaras, the Rukharas, the Sukharas, the Ukharas, the Ka<jdlingis, the San- 
nyasis, the Brnmacharis, the Avadliutas, and the NagSs. For detailed descriptions 
of these, vide Wilson’s Hindu Sects, Essays, I., p. 188, et segr. 

J Essays on the Religious Sects of the Hindus, I., p. 189. 

§ Paramanna is given in small quantities. 
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In the Vnraha Purina this S'loka occurs in a modified form, thus— 
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The meaning however is substantially the same. 
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According to it Rddha is the questioner, and her lover Krishna, the interpreter, and the latter attributes the prohibition to a curse of 
Durgl Once on a time Saunaka had been on a visit to Krishna at Goloka, and thence had brought away some choice food which 
had been presented to him by his host. This he distributed among his friends, and Siva, obtaining a share, eat it, and was in an 
ecstasy of delight. When Durga came to know of it, she upbraided him for not having given her a share. Since,” said she, 
“ y° u liave Il0t g iven me a portion of the inestimable food of Vishnu, henceforward whoever will eat of food consecrated, to 
thee, Mahes vara, shall be born a dog for one generation in the Bharatavarsha.” Repenting afterwards of what she had said, she 
limited the curse to what was offered on the top oftlieLingam, and that too, she added, would become pure on being mixed with, 
the remnants of offerings made to Vishnu * Ingenious as these explanations doubtless are, they cannot suffice to remove 
. the suspicion, thft Siva was originally a god of the aborigines, and that the Hindus first hated him, then became indifferent, 
then tolerated, him, and lastly, accepted him as a great god ; but, particular as they always have been regarding the use of 
food ^touched' by the aboriginal races, the original repugnance to taste, of food offered to the god by low caste people pould 
not be got over, or at least the memory of it lasted; so long that an explanation or reconciliation, was called for. 

The prohibition to build teniples for S'iva within the boundary of 'a'town.for village, can be looked upon only as-a 
rm objection counterpart of the law which excludes Pariahs, Clianddlas and other lpw castes from the 

\ right of dwelling in a town or village inhabited, by the higher orders of the Aryan race; 

and if so, it must follow that the divinity belonged to the low caste people, or the aboriginal races, and not to the Aryans. 
Doubtless the prohibition has long since ceased to be effective^ and there is not a. single town throughout the' length and 
breadth of India, which, being largely inhabited by the Hindus, has, if not several, 'at least one S lvite temple of importance, 
but the memory of the prohibition implies that at one time or other such temples were looked upon with disfavour. 

The principal worshippers of Siva were either avowed heretics, or men who had lost then* character among 

the people for the impious lives they led. Havana was a Rakshasa, or cannibal, who rose to 
power of the highest order by his devotion to S iva. Bana was an Asura, or demon, who 
thrived by the blessing of the same divinity. Jardsandha was a great tyrant, who kept thousands of Hindu Rdjds in confinement, 
and led a n^ost infamous life ; he was a favourite of several great non-Aryan chiefs whom the Brahmans took great pains to put 
down, and he also owned allegiance to Siva, and to Siva only. The Nagas, who were of a Tamulian race, and more or less 
inimical to tile Brahroanical orders, were adorers of that god; and most of the other aboriginal races likewise did, and still do, 
follow that divinity. While on the other hand no distinguished Aryan chief ever selected S Iva for his tutelary god. This 
woidd scarcely have happened had S Iva originally belonged to the Hindu Pantheon. ' 

The next exception taken to S iva’s Aryan-hood is due to the shape in which he is worshipped,—an uncarved or 

rudely carved block, such ' as a rude primitive race, like the ancestors of the present Kols 

Seventh objection. . ' • 

and Bhfls, might alone accept as the emblem of the'godhead. The. Aryans, familiar with 
the ritual of the Vedas in which no images are tolerated, could not themselves design it, much less identify it with so 
disgusting an object as the Lingam. Certain it is that they have often felt shocked at tlie idea, but unable to denounce 
the divinity.'of Siva, tried to explain it away. The Vamana Purana attempts it in this ‘wise: When S'iva'was 
influenced by Cupid, he roamed about naked, and in an amatory mood in the Daruvana forest, where dwelt a number of 
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Bages with tlieir families. He asked alms of the sages, but they averted tlieir faces, ashamed to look at his nude figure. 
He then turned towards their huts, and saw the wives of Bhargava, A'ngirasa, A'treya, &c., and they were at once overcome 
by his charming appearance, and induced to follow him to the neglect of their household duties. The sages, perceiving 
this, cursed him, so that a member of his body dropped off. . S iva immediately disappeared ; but the fall of the member of his 
body caused a fearful commotion, and the earth shook repeatedly, showing threatening signs of immediate destruction; 
all creation trembled with fear; and the sages, in trepidation, sought the advice of Brahnni. That great divinity was, however, 
neither able to expound the cause of the misadventure, nor devise a remedy to prevent the destruction of the earth. 
He sought, therefore, the abode of S 'iva in the company of Vishnu, and besought his aid. The advice he got was to adore 
the dislocated member ; and this was accordingly done, and the earth was saved. Brahma, thereupon, ordained that all the 
four orders of mankind should for all time to come worship it. Several Bisliis subsequently laid down elaborate rules 
founded upon this ordinance, and the worship became general. Among the last is named the sage Kundodara who was 
by birth a S'udra.* Elsewhere the Purana repeats the story, but with some variations. The Rishis are said to have been 
the Balakhilyas, and the instrument of dismemberment their staves and. brickbats, instead of a curse, although the latter is 
undoubtedly the most potent in Brahmanieal estimation. Vishnu is also excluded from the deputation. 

The author of the Utiara-Jcdnda of the Padma Purana was, however, not satisfied with the above stoiy, and so he devised an¬ 
other. According to him once on a time the renowned sage Bhrigu repaired to Kail&s a on a visit to Maliadeva; but he was noh 
allowed admission to the palace by Nandi, the warder, on the plea that his master was then in the company of his wife, and not 
at leisure to receive him. The sage tarried long at the gate, but to no avail, and at last, losing all patience, cursed the god, 
saying: “ Despicable and deluded is S'ankara who fails to recognise me ; and inasmuch as he has, stupified by the society 
of women, insulted me, his form shall be that of the yoni and the lingccm . Overcome by delusion as he recognises not me, 
a Br&hman, he ceases to be a Brahman, and shall henceforward be unfit to be worshipped by the twice-born classes. There- 
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fore shall no water or rice or other offerings be made to him. Rice, water,' leaves, flowers and fruits offered to S'iva* . 
and remnants of offerings to him, shall doubtless be unfit to be received (by mankind).” Having" thus cursed S'ankara, the . 
adorer of mankind, the mighty sage addressed Nandi', the fierce trident-holder of the Gana race : u Those who in this worlds 
become worshippers of Rudra, and fipar on their persons ashes, bones, or embleins of the lingam, are heretic impostors excluded 
from the dispensation of the Vadas.”* 

The Purarjas, both S 'akta and Vaishnayite,‘dilate largely on the disreputable character of S'iva. His favourite haunts ^re ". 

burning grounds and deserted places. He goes about naked, or^dressed in a tiger skin, with 

Eighth objection. v v *\ . # # * 

snakes for garlands and'ashes-for cosmetics. His matted hair bespeaks a barbarian. His 

vehicle is a bull, and his attendants, ghosts and goblins. By temper, most irascible, he is unsociable on account of being 

constantly stupified with Indian hemp and datura seeds. Hence the Devas often evinced great* repugnance to 'associate' with 

him, and, on one occasion, formally excluded him from the royal feast'of Daksjia. ■ This can be only accounted x for by 

supposing that the god was a stranger to'the great body of the Aryan Devas, and not fetted by his character to enter into 

their brotherhood. ' ? \ : ’ ' 

WWWTO’fi'r -''-''''' 1 > ' -'v ■ *'?"• ' ' .V \ 

The replies usually given to the&e objections, are, in { Hindu estimation, entirely satisfactory, and even to Europeans 

will appear not without considerable weight, at least in some instances. The first argument 

Reply to the first objection. # ... . 

founded on Vedic denunciation, having been explained away by the oldest cdnhnentator, 

Y4ska, cannot fairly be now revived, particularly as some of the names of Siva, such as Eudra, Mahadeva, Bhava, &c., 

are mentioned in the Yedas as those of one of the great gods. 

The second argument may be met by opposing the ordinance of Manu against that of Vaslshtha. Manu says, u Sambhu 

(S iva) is the god of the Br&hmans ; M&dhava, (Vishnu) of the Ksliatrfyas ; Brahmd of the 

Vais yas, and Ganes'a of the Slidras j* and inasmuch as of all Smritis, the Sanliitd of Manu 

is the most authoritative, it should override the work of Vaslshtha. It is true that this verse is said to occur in Vrihad Manu, 
and not in the current compilation, but its authenticity has not been questioned by the Hindus. The Puranic denunciations 
on the subject are obviously founded on sectarian jealousy, and the Bhagavata may be opposed to the SiVa, Linga, and other 
S'ivite Puranas. 

The argument founded on the numerical inferiority of the S'aivas,-is of little moment, inasmuch as it cannot necessarily 

lead to the, conclusion that SIvaism is recent, and only recently gaining ground. On the 
* one hand there are ample evidences in the Hindu S astras to show that it prevailed several 
centuries before the Christian era; and on the other equally undoubted proofs may be adduced to show that Chaitanya and 
his followers have, in later times, converted a great number of the worshippers of S'iva to adopt the Vaishnava creed. In a 
country like India, where so many diverse forms of creeds and sects prevail, it is but natural to suppose that the relative 

proportions of the different classes of sectaries must constantly vary; but that cannot be an index to the origin of any 
particular form of worship. The number of Hindus in Kashmir is now very small, but that will not justify the supposition that 
Hinduism was not at one time the religion of its inhabitants. 

The reply to the argument founded on the aversion on the part of the Hindus to taste of the offerings made to S 'iva, may 

be met with in the anxiety, so strongly evinced in all the later Hindu S'astras, to raise* the-* 

Reply to tbe fourth objection. , 

* status of the Brahmans above even that of the greatest ot gods. A Brahman’s curse is 

infallible, and Bralimd, Vishnu, Indra, and others, bow to it with the profoundest veneration. Vishnu once submitted to 

a kick from a Brahman, and as an emblem of his veneration for his assailant is described to have ever since borne the fnark 


Reply to the second objection. 


Reply to the third objection. 
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of it on his chest; and if, nevertheless, he is a Hindu divinity of high rank, S 'iva may well preserve his position in the 
Indo-Aryan pantheon even after a IMhman’s imprecation on the character of offerings made to him. 

'llus objection is by no means a weighty one. The S'ivites may well say that aesthetic considerations may have had 

Reply to tho fifth objection. mUch m0re to do with Jt tllan reH g Iorl t certain & « that in no part of India are S'ivite temples 

excluded from the precincts of towns and villages. In Benares scores, if not hundreds, 
of such fanes stud every part of the town. At Bhuvanes Vara, the palace of Lalatendra Kes'ari stood in close proximity to the 

Great Tower. The most remarkable fane in the heart of Ujjayinf, in the time of Yikramdditya, was the temple of Mahakffia, 
a form of S iva ; and Kalidasa calls special attention of the Cloud Messenger to visit it in his way to Kailas'a. Indeed, it is 
difficult to find a Hindu city which has not more than one S'ivite temple within its boundary. 

The reply usually given to the sixth objection is, that S 'iva is described in all the S'astras as a god most inordinately 
Reply to the sixth objection. attached to lus votaries; that, however sinful a man may be, he can always secure the 

grace of that divinity by his devotion; and that the amount of devotion necessary to secure 
his grace, is much less than what is required for the mercy of the other gods. To iudicato this peculiar character of S 'iva, 
he is named A's'utosha or “ the easily gratifiedand many are the stories told of the facility with which people obtained 
his favour by the performance of acts which can hardly be described as devotional. One of them is worthy of note. A 
hunter of a low caste once happened to be benighted in a forest, and, failing to find his way home, mounted a bel tree to pass 
the night there. Ho had no food during the day, and his couch for'the night was a thorny one, away from home and 
family, and tears were the only resource by which he could relieve himself of his painful feelings, and he shed them in 
abundance. One of them dropping on a ripe bel leaf hastened its fall, and brought it down on the head of an ima-e of S 'iva 
which happened to stand near the root of the tree. This so gratified S 'iva, that he made himself manifest to the hunter, and 
showered blessings on him for his involuntary devotion* Such a divinity, say the S'ivites, cannot but be easily 
secured by people not usually particular in the observance of the mandates of religion. To the faithful this is a complete 
vindication; but it may be added that the anti-Vedic people described in the S'astras are generally those who were opposed 
to Vishnu and his followers, and the stories, therefore, maybe accepted to represent in allegory the antagonism of the 
two rival sects of S 'ivites and Vaishnavites, both Hindus, and not the rivalry of the aborigines and the Aryans. 

1 he seventh objection refers to the shape of the divinity. This, however, involves the question of phallic worship in 
Reply to the seventh objection. ancien M ime s. All the ancient nations of the earth regarded with awe tho mystery of 

generation, and founded on it various myths and forms of religion, some looking upon it as 
the source of all evil; others as the fountain of existence and blessing. The finest and most perfect allegory extant of the 
first class, is the Mosaic account of the fall of man. To the philosophic enquirer, this account means nothing more or less 
than that sin entered this world through the carnal desires of our first parents ; but it is so complete in all its parts, and 
so beautifully developed, that even the most fastidious critic fails to detect the smallest trace of anything offensive or 
indelicate in it. The tree, the apple, the scrpentf are all well-known and generally-acknowledged phallic emblems among 
the followers of sexual forms of religion; but they have been so artistically put together in the account in question, 
that they do not at first sight convey any improper idea. The Zoroastrian Aryans adopted the doctrine, and a counter¬ 
part of the Jewish account of the fall is given in the Banduhesh, but in a form that has nothing of the charm of the 
Mosaic record. We are there told that “Meschia and Meschiand, the first man and woman, were seduced by Ahriman 
under the form of a serpent, and they then committed in thought, word, and action the carnal sin, and thus tainted 
with original sin all their descendants.”* On the other hand tho Semites and the Turanians looked upon it with feelings 
of veneration, and gave great prominence to sexual ideas. The Semites indulged in the idea very largely, and Egypt was 
its stronghold for a long period. All the Egyptian gods had their feminine counterparts, and the emblems of their 
faith were mostly of a sexual character. “ There is reason to believe,” says Inman, “ that the Vedic, Zoroastrian, Buddhist 
and the Christian, were pure in their conception of the Almighty and of man’s duty in this world. Some faiths seem 
to have been founded, we may say, upon the complete abnegation of all bodily propensities; and amongst the Buddhist 
Essenes, Christians, and others, the absolute celibacy of both sexes was regarded as the highest act and fruit of ‘ a 


* The night when this happened was the 11th of the wane in the month 
of Phalguna, and it has ever since been held sacred, and no good Hindu will 
allow it to pass without fasting and offerings to S'iva. The Government 
offices in Bengal are closed on this day, to enable the people to observe this fast. 


f It is a popular belief in Bengal that a woman dreaming of a serpent at 
night is soon after blessed with a child. 

t Lajard, le Culte de Mithra. Apud Journal, Anthropological Society- 
No. II., October 1870, p. 202. 
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saving faith,’ ”* This was, however, but temporary, for at one time or another the sexual theory got a footing in 
almost all ancient forms of religion, and it is difficult to notice a cult of former times in which traces of it may not be 
noticed. The early Aryans were free from it, and in the Eig Veda Sanhita, the gods are described mostly without 
reference to their wives; but this was only for a time, for in the age of the Br&hmans, the domestic relations and 
ties of the Devas were fully developed, and the Hellenes carried the remembrance of them to people Olympus with a 
goodly host of male and female divinities. The cult of Priapus was the issue of this sexual anthropomorphism among the gods. 
Even that purest form of revealed religion, Christianity, was not able, in the early part of its history, to prevent the Gnostics 
and others, to import into it a variety of phallic symbols and observances, and there are not persons wanting who look even 
upon the cross and spires of churches as phallic emblems. Among the Indo-Aryans, the dogma of the oviparous genesis of the 
universe necessitated a feminine agency, and it opened the way to the cult of the Lingam and Yoni. And even as in 
this cult “ the phallus has been regarded as an emblem of the Creator, so the bull, the ram, the serpent, the torch, fire, the 
thyrsus, the sceptre, the caduceus, the knobbed stick, the crosier, the letter f, the cross, tall trees, upright stones, or stumps, 
spires, towers, minarets, poles, spears, arrows, swords, bows, clubs, and a vast variety of other emblems have been employed 
as symbolic of the phallus. Again, as this organ represented the Creator and the sun, all were typified under such characters, 
as Bacchus, Dionysius, Hercules, Hermes, MaMdeva, S lva, Osiris, Jupiter, Molech, Baal, Asliur, and innumerable others.”f 
Most of the emblems here noticed aro associated with S lva. The bull, the type of fecundity, is his vehicle, the three¬ 
pronged staff is his arm, and the serpent his ornament. Universally his imago is the upright stone, dressed or undressed, 
and from the Island of Java to the furthest limit of Scandinavia, there is not a countiy where these uprights do not testify 
to the once prevalent currency of S Iva’s worship in some form or other over a large tract of the earth. But there is nothing 
in all this necessarily to lead to the conclusion that S Ivaisrn was non-Aryan, borrowed from the aborigines of India, and not 
self-evolved as the legitimate sequence of the oviparous theory of genesis, or of some other diseased forms of philosophical 
dogmatism. 

Little need be said in reply to the last objection. It would not be logical to argue that the character of a god must 
. necessarily be dependent on the social condition of his worshippers,'and that his attributes 

Reply to the eighth objection. 

are inevitably the reflex of those of the latter. Such a lino of . argument, if carried to its 
legitimate conclusion, would lead to such absurdities that few will care to accept it. S Iva’s character is doubtless not a 
refined one. But there is nothing in it to make him inevitably the creation of an aboriginal myth. The poetical requirements 
of a good myth may be supplied, and is more likely to be better supplied by a cultivated Aryan mind than by a barbarian, 
and there is nothing to show that the Aryan civilization was such as could not tolerate such a god. None will assign to the 
Hindus a higher intellectual status than what was occupied by those who followed tho cult of Priapus, and, therefore, there 
is nothing d priori to make tho conception of S 'iva impossible in the case of the Aryan people of this country. 

It may be argued further that S lva (by which term I mean the divinity of the Liriga form of worship, for the term itself 

means “blessing” or “the blessed,”) is in the Hindu S'astras identified with the Eudra 
of the Yedas, and if that be admitted, the origin of the Lingam may be indirectly assigned 
to the oldest source of Aryan Hinduism. This is a most important topic in connexion with the history of S 'ivaism, and it will, 
perhaps, not be inopportune to enquire here, how far the identification is sustainable. 

The Vedic conception of Eudra is that of a fierce divinity, typifying all that is terrible. All the other leading gods are 

personifications of the elements, of natural objects, and of physical phenomona. Indra. rules 
the clouds and the thunder-bolt. Vayu is the regent of the wind, and Varuna exercises 
dominion over the sea. S'avita is the presiding divinity of the sun, and Soma of the moon. Eudra, however, has no such firm 
substratum to rest upon. He has no control over the elements, and all physical phenomena are independent of him. In him 
we behold, not the spiritual essence of a concrete object, but the ideal embodiment of all that is frightful and terrible. He 
has no command over the air; but he lives in whirlwinds and cyclones, and is tho father of the Maruts. He is not 
the master of the thunder-bolt; but the roar of that dread weapon of Indra is a manifestation of his wrath. The mountains 
owe him no allegiance; but his abode is the snow-capped peak shooting far above the highest clouds, and threatening 
instant death to all living beings. He is tawny-coloured and of fierce aspect; strong and impetuous. His hair is matted, 
and his person is draped with a tiger-skin, girdled with fierce and hissing serpents. Fiery and vigorous, there is 


Relation of S'iva to Ru&ra. 


* Inman’s Ancient Faiths embodied in Ancient Names, II., p. 473. 


f Inman, Opus cit. f II., 476. 
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nothing more powerful than he. Malevolent by nature, he is “ like a terrible wild beast.” His weapons are sharp, and his 
bolts are piercing. “ he is swift, and fleet, and speedy.” “ He dwells -in billows and in., roaring waters, in rivers and 
■islands,” in pathways and roads, in hollows and sides of mountains, in water-courses and iakds and rivers, “in barren land 
and inaccessible places.” Nothing in creation, is a more - certain destroyer. “He killsJui front, and from afar,” the dire 
“ slayer and vexer, and afflieter.” In him robbers find theif-chosen lord, and huntsmen, with ravenous' dogs their patron.* 
With ghosts and. imps, and goblins for boon companions, and armed with a thousand shafts, he roams the earth to the dire 
consternation of all. In short, he is all that is fierce and terrible, all that is frightful and. appalling,’-all that'is aweinspiring 
and heart-quaking ; of, in other words', the personification of the terrible in. nature,—a unification of the presiding divinities, 
or spiritual essences, of various objects which excited the dread of a Simple people,- and which at an earlier period were 
looked upon as so many different divinities. 

The bii-th of this divinity is thus described in Satapatha Brdhmana of thq Yajur Veda: “This foundation existed. It 
became the earth (Ihumi). He -extended it (aprathayatj. It became the ly >d one (prithivij. On this foundation beings, 
and lords of beings, consecrated themselves for the year fmmvatsaraj. The lord of beings was a householder, and Ushas 
was his wife. Now these ‘ beings’. were the seasons. That 1 lord of beings' was the year. That wife Ushas was Aushasf 
(the daughter of\he dawn). Then both those beings, and the lord of beings, the year, impregnated Ushas, and a boy 
(Kumara) was born .in a year. The boy wept. Prajapati said to.him, “ Boy, why dost thou weep, since thou hast been 
born after toil and austerity ?” The boy said, “ My sin indeed has not been taken away, and a name has not been given to 
me: give me a name.” Wherefore when a son is born (to any man) let a name be given to him, that takes away his 
sin • and (let) also a> second and third (name be given) to him in succession that takes away his sin. Prajapati said to him, 
“Thou art Rudra.” Inasmuch as he gave ;him that name, Agni became his form, for Agni is Rudra. He was Rudra, 
because we wept (arodit from rud to weep). The boy said, “ I am greater than one who does not exist: give me a name.” 
Prajapati replied, “ Thou art Sarva” (all). Inasmuch as he gave him that name, the waters became his form, for the waters 
are Sarva, because all this is produced from the waters. The boy said, “I am greater than one who does not exist : 
give me a name.” Prajapati replied, “ Thou art Pas'upati” (lord of animated beings). Inasmuch as he gave him that name, 
the plants became his form, for the plants aro Pas'upati. Hence, when beasts obtain plants, they become lords (or strong ?). 
The boy said, “lam greater than one who does not exist: give toe a name.” Prajapati said to him, “ Thou art Ugra” (the 
fierce one). Inasmuch as he gave him that name, Vdyu (the wind) became his form. Vayu is Ugra (or the fierce). Wherefore 
when it blows strongly, men say, “Ugra blows.” The boy said, “ I am greater than one who does not exist: give me 
a name.” Prajapati said to him, “ Thou art As'ani” (thunderbolt). Inasmuch as he gave him that, name, Yidyut (lightning) 
became his form. Lightning is As'ani. Hence they say that As'ani has struck a man whom lightning strikes. The boy said, 
“ I am greater than one who does not exist: give me a name.” Prajdpati said to him;, “ Thou-art Bhava” (creation). Inas¬ 
much as he gave him that name, Parjanya (the god of rain) became his form';.for Parjanya is Bhava ; because all this 
(universe) arises from Parjanya. The boy said, “ I am greater than one who does not' exist: give me a name.” Prajdpati 

rep 

Prajapati i 

name.” Praj&pati , , . - . , . « 

For the sun is Is'ana, because he rules (ishtej over this universe. The hoy said, “ I am so much ; do not give me any further 

names'” These are the eight, Kumiira (the boy) is the ninth. This, is thefiireefoldness (trivvittaj of Agni. Since there are, 
as it were, eight forms of Agni, the Gayatrf metre has eighifsyllables.'.Hence men say, Agni pertains to the Gdyatrf. This 
boy (Kumara) entered into the forms. Men do not see Agni as a boy, it is these . forms of his that - they see, for he entered 

int0 ImtidsTIssIge Rudra is identified primarily with' Agni, and secondly with all the prinbjpal objects of nature ; his 

principal names are also recounted. Tim story is repeated in the Markandeya Purana, where 
Rudra as a destroyer. the name As'ani is replaced by Bhima, and a slightly different version of it is to be found in the 

Sdnkhayana Brahmana'.J ' The character of Rudra hs a destroyer is, however, not'brought out in any of these stories,' and for it 
I must quote another passage from the 'Satdpdtha Bkhmaija in which he is painted in that light, though it. does not go to 



* Most of the'epithets above given, have been taken from Dr. Muir s 
-anslations of extracts from the Vedas bearing on Rudra. Sanskrit Texts, 
V\, p. 274, et seq. 


f Muir’fe Sanskrit Texts, IV., p. 284n- In one of tlie Puranas a version of 
this story occurs, in connexion with the birth of Kartikeya, the son of S Iva. 

X Muir, Opus cit. p. 288. 
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Kudra identified with the Lingam. 


the extent of assigning to him the r61e of the destroyer of the universe at stated times. It runs thus : u From Prajapati, when 
he had become divided, the deities sprang forth. Only one god, Manyu, did not leave him, but continued extended within 
him. He (Prajapati) wept. The tears which fell from him remained in that Manyu. He became a Kudra with a hundred 
heads, a hundred eyes, and a hundred quivers. Then the other drops which fell from him in unnumbered thousands entered 
into these worlds. They were called Kudras, because they sprang from him when he had wept. This Rudra with a thousand 
heads, eyes, and quivers, stood with his bow strung, holding arrows, causing terror, and demanding food. The gods were 
afraid of him. They said to Prajapati, we are afraid of this being, lest he destroy us. They collected for him this food, tho 
S'atarudrfya, and with it they appeased him. From the fact that they appeased the hundred-headed Rudra, it is wherewith 
the hundred-headed Rudra is to be appeased.”* 

The word Manyu means wrath, and the divinity is, therefore, the personification of wrath. Wrath is essentially one of 
the frightful aspects of nature, and the association, therefore, is most appropriate. For a perfect myth, it was necessary that 
all the elements calculated to excite the feeling of the terrible should be put together, and this has been accomplished in the 
conception of Rudra. The transition from fierceness and wrath to the type of tho great destroyer which S'iva assumes 
as the third member of the Hindu triad of the creator, the preserver, and destroyer, was easy, and we find it so completed 
in the Puranas. 

With this development of Rudra as the destroyer, a new idea was associated with him, that of the male principle in 

nature, or the source of creation, which the Lingam symbolizes. The two ideas are distinct, 
and in many respects highly discordant; the one typifies attraction, the other repulsion ; 
the one invokes love and affection, the other hatred; the one is founded on the desire of creation, the other of destruction ; 
and their concentration in the same individual is irreconcilable with all principles of poetical logic which governs tho 
formation of myths; and it is difficult to conceive how it was brought about. The extracts quoted above show that tho 
Puranas do not attempt to fuse the two ideas into one, but simply assign to Rudra, the destroyer, a disgusting symbol as 
the result of an accident. They say nothing about the idea pf the creative principle being associated with it. The Tantras 
are not so reticent ; they not only acknowledge the esoteric meaning of the symbol, but insist upon it for the glorification 
of the divinity. They have not, however, as far as I am aware of, anywhere attempted to reconcile the conflict between 
the two ideas. The Tantras are much more recent than the Vedas and the Br&hmanas, and this fact at once shows that the 
new rOle of Rudra was an after-thought, adopted at a time when his original character had lost its vividness by age, and had 
become susceptible of modification, or amplification, without causing any shock to the feelings of the people. When this was first 
attempted, it is impossible now to determine. The influence of the phallic idea on the religious systems of the Semitic and the 
Turanian races was predominant from a very early age. In the cults of the ancient Egyptians, Assyrians and Babylonians, it 
was all-pervading, and it seems to have passed from some one of them to Europe, and found a footing among the early Aryan races 
of that continent. The myth of Rudra got currency among them some little time after, and its trace still exists in the 
names of various places, such as Rhoden, Rliodenacher, Rodenburg, Rodentliin, Rottenburg, Rottenfel, Rhode, Rolte, and 
Rathburg, in Germany ; Rutland, Ruthwel, and Ruthin, in England ; Rot, Rotholet, and Rotnoe, in Norway. The colossus 
of Rhodes was probably no other than a gigantic figure of that Rudra. j* As in India, so in Scandinavia, Rudra is the chief 
of storms ; but here he drives a swift-moving car through mid-air, while in Europe he rides “ a furious horse flying across 
the sky, with a grand cortege behind him.” In an old catalogue of Pagan antiquities, he occurs in the form of a Lingam, and 
is described as a “ Rot,” and some Pagan families, before the introduction of Christianity in Norway, are said to have 
« worshipped the Lingam of a horse preserved in a glass case,” (ante p. G6). Here the union of Rudra with Priapus is intimate, 
and other instances could be easily multiplied, were the subject not so repulsive, to show that it was so united from long 
before the commencement of the Christian era. That the Vedas originally abhorred tho phallic idea is evident, and that it 
was engrafted on the Vedic cult in later times is also undeniable ; but there is wanting that mass of irrefragable evidence which 
can prove unquestionably that the worship of the Lingam was taken from the aborigines of India. The Semites of the West and 
the Turanians of the North cherished the dogma very extensively, and much may be said in favour of the loan having proceeded 
from them, and not from the original inhabitants of India. It may be even questioned whether or not it was evolved by the 
dreamy mystic sages of India in the course of their, own cogitations. The assimilation of sensuous, worldly ideas with the divine 
has been the failing of mankind in most of its conceptions concerning the Godhead, and nothing is easier to conceive than a 
sexual origin of creation without any prompting save that of the individual mind, and that at a time of primitive, unsophisticated 
innocence, when the world was viewed from a very different stand-point to ours. The human mind, being essentially the 


# Muir’s Original Sanskrit Texts, IY., p. 291. 

37 


f Tide passim Professor Holmboe’s Essay, Journal, As. Soc., XXXVI., p. 182. 
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same everywhere, must lead, when set to any particular train of ideas, to very much the same result: ethnic and local causes 
may tinge it with race or local peculiarities, but its general character cannot but be alike.' But whether borrowed or self- 
evolved, the worship of the. Lingam had been incorporated with Hinduism long before the time when the S'ivite temples of 
Orissa Were. raised, and there is no reason, therefore, to suppose any aboriginal influence in their erection. 

It has been already said that in the earliest period of the Vedas, the gods were conceived, doubtless on anthropomorphic 
g ^ ideas, with their respective consorts; but this was done without assigning to the ladies any divine 

rank corresponding with that of their lords. Agni, Vdyu, India and Surya came into being, and 
obtained their respective dominions, but their wives did , not share with them their glory. The “ three and thirty gods” of the 
earliest, pantheon were all males, and they claimed the allegiance of the Aryans to themselves, and themselves only. Indranf, 
Lakslimi, Sarasvatf and others' are named in the Rig Veda Sanhita, but not as objects of worship for the faithful. 
According to Dr. Muir, “ excepting Prithivi, Aditf, and dJshas, most of the .other goddesses mentioned in the Rig Veda are 
of very little importance. Agndyf, Varuhanf, As'vinf, and Rodasf, the wives of Agni, Varuna; the As'vins, and Rudra 
respectively (Nirukta, IX.' 33 f; XI. 50 ; XII: 46), are only alluded to in a few passages, R. V. I. 22, 12 ; H. 32, v 8 ; V. 46, 
8 ; VI. 50, 5.; VI. 66, 6; VII. 34, 22. No distinct functions are assigned to them, and th&y do not .occupy positions ,at all 
corresponding to the rank of their husbands, with whom in fact they are never associated. The insignificance of these 
goddesses forms a striking contrast to the prominent place assumed by .the spouses of S lva and Vishnu, especially the former, 
in the later mythology.”* * In course of time, however, sensuous and mundane ideas prevailed, the necessity of providing the 
gods with becoming wives was gradually felt, and the heaven was peopled with a numerous host of goddesses, some of whom 
came to the front, and claimed the adoration of mankind like their lords. Uma was the foremost among these. Poetically 
or mythologically she was the embodiment of the beautiful in nature. Even as Rudra was the impersonation of the terrible aspect 
of the snow-capped peak, of the desert wild, of frantic wrath, of devastating storms, of all violent commotions, so was she the 
embodiment of all that was charming and lovely and beautiful in mountain scenery. To the Aryans of India, the Himalaya 
presented the most terrible aspect of nature, and Rudra, therefore, was its most appropriate lord, while the beauty of that 
king of mountains, for it is not without beauty of a highly ennobling character, yielded a fitting maiden and becoming bride for 
such a lord. 

It is not, however, as the mountain-born goddess, the exemplary wife, the satf par excellence , most ardent in her devotion 

to a terrific husband, that I wish to notice Umd in this place. Her name carries us back to 

Uma, the mother of the universe. 

a remote period in the history of man when it was synonymous with maternity, and was used 
to indicate the mother of the universe. Ummah, am, amone, are terms of great antiquity. 1 Am Astoreth’ or ‘ Astoreth 
is her mother’ is a name of a Carthaginian woman who is commemorated in Davis’ Carthaginian Inscriptions (No. VII.), as 
offering a vow, to Tanith, or Anaita. A similar name is found on the. Sidonian inscription as that of the mother of Asman Azer 
the king of Sidon.”j* It occurs in the most ancient Hebrew writings, ^fnd-is equally old in Sanskrit, and, curiously enough, 
it has everywhere been used in some form or ‘Other to indicate the being who first conceived the universe within her, 1 and 
who is variously designated the “ celestial mother,” the mother of the universe,” “ the mother of the gods,” “ the spouse 
of God,” “ the queen of heaven” and so forth. If. JJm& herself does riot find a place in the Rig Veda Sanhita in this character, 
her type is not wanting in it. Although the theory of creation through the fiat of the Deity is what obtains most favour with 
the Rishis, still the idea of a feminine counterpart was not altogether foreign to them. The earliest germ of this idea occurs in 
a hymn in the last book of that work. There it is said, 66 that the divine spirit breathed without affiation, single with fS'vadha) 
her who is sustained within him ; other than him Nothing existed. First desire was formed in his mind, and that became the 
original productive seed, (which) sirice'(has been). ' Darkness there was ; (for) this universe was enveloped with darkness, and 
was undistinguishable^ (like fluids mixed in) waters : but that mass, which* was covered by the husk, was (at length) produced 
by the power of contemplation, first desire was ‘formed in his mind : and that became the original productive seed • which 
the Wife, recognising by the intellect in their hearts distinguish, in non-entity, as the bond of entity.’’^ Purely metaphorical 
or allegorical as the idea here conveyed is, it soon assumed by literal.interpretation^a more substantive form; thus in the Sdma 
Veda : “ He felt not delight, being alone. He wished another, and instantly became such. He caused his own self to fall 

in twain, and thus became husband and wife. He approached her, and thus; w^e human beings produced.”§ The later 


* Muir’s Original Sanskrit Texts, V. 345. 

t Inman’s Ancient.Faiths, II., 254. ^ . 

X Colebrooke, A^ia^- Researches, VIII.*, .p. 393. See in passing Max 
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Muller s observations on this remarkable hymn in his “ Ancient Sanskrit Lite¬ 
rature,” p. 559, and Goldstiicker’s comments thereon in his Panini, p 140 
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Maya, Prakriti, S'akti. 


Vedas, namely, the Br&hmanas and the Upanisliads, worked out this figurative language of the Sahhit&s, and developed various 
myths to establish the rank of this primary mother of creation, and S'vadhd gradually passed into Uma, Lakshmf, and Sarasvatl 
as consorts of the principal gods who took a share in the act of creation. Elsewhere we recognise her in Isis, Juno, and 
Venus ; and “ the mother of God” of the Mariolaters, is no other than she. The eight divine mothers (Ashtamatrikas) of the 
Tantras are invariably represented, each with a child on her lap, and are the exact counterparts of the “ Virgin and Child” 
of European art. Uma, the wife of Siva, appears under various forms, as a virgin or a mother, as fair or dark, as lovely 
or fierce, according to the exigencies of the myths in which she acts the part of heroine. One of her manifestations 
was K&lf, a nude female of a black complexion, and for her counterparts we have Diana of the Ephesians, Isis, Hecate, 
Juno, Metes, Ceres, Cybele, and Venus Melainis, all of whom were represented black. Nor did the mystical idea which 
led to the blackness of these divinities cease with them. “ In the Cathedral at Moulins; at the chapel at Loretto; 
at the churches of the Annunciation, St. Lazars and St. Stephens, at Genoa; of St. Francisco at Pisa ; at Brisen in the Tyrol, 
and in one in Padua ; in St. Theodore, at Munich; in the Cathedral and the church at Augsburg; in the Borghese chapel of 
Maria Maggiore ; in the Pantheon, and in a small chapel of St. Peter’s, are to be seen (in Augsburg, as large as life) a black 
virgin and a black child.”* * * § In all this and in many other respects, there is a close analogy between the conception of Uma, 
the mother of the universe, and that of the Egyptian and of Grecian goddesses, as also that of the Gnostics, the Rosicrucians, 
Mariolaters and other mystics, whose influence on Christianity is still manifest in the traces they have left on the Roman Church ; 
and they lead to the inference that there has been an interchange of ideas on the subject at an early period. 

In Indian philosophical works, the concrete mother Uma passes into the abstract Mdyh or delusion, i. e., the mystery by 

which the Great Spirit evolves the universe from within himself. The usual character assigned 
to that Spirit being a negation of all human faculties, wants and feelings, the mediation 
of Maya became necessary to extricate the philosophers from the cocoon which they had woven around themselves. This Maya 
then is the power which disturbs the calm repose of the Godhead, and excites him into action, and is, therefore, his energy or power, 
{S'aJctlJy or his consort Prakriti , or plastic nature. The Vedanta approves the term Mdyfi as it suits best its nondualistic 
dogma. The materialistic Sankhya prefers Prakriti, or plastic nature, as most consonant with its mode of exposition of the 
mystery of creation ; and S'akti finds the greatest prominence in the Tantras as in accord with a purely anthropomorphic 
theory. The Puranas adopt these terms at option according to their particular leaning, some giving prominence to M&ya, 
some to Prakriti, and some to S'akti. They all, however, accept the three words as synonymous. Thus, Umd is the same 
with May&, S'aktf and Prakriti of the Hindus, and with “10, Isis, Astarte,. Ishtar, Mylitta, Sara, Maia, Mary, Meriam, Juno, 
Venus, Diana, Artemis, Aphrodite, Hera, Rhea, Cybele, Ceres, Eve, Frea, Frigga,” &c., of other nations, everywhere 
representing the female principle in creation.f She is equal to the Godhead, because creation cannot be accomplished without 
her, and she is greater than God, because, she sets him into action. “ S'aktf gives strength to S'iva ; without her he could not 
stir a straw. She is, therefore, the cause of S'iva.Again, “ of the two objects which are eternal the greater is the S'aktf ”§ 
Mysticism revelled in these ideas, and developed them into a variety of forms. By herself Uma is a maiden or mother ; 
united with the Godhead, she -produces the androgynous figure of Ardhanaris'vara, the left half of a female joined along the 
mesian line to the right half of a male figure. Now, Rudra having been identified with the male principle, she necessarily 
becomes his wife, and as a symbol of the former is the Lingam, that of the latter is Yoni, which appears in art, as the crescent, 
the star, “ the circle, the oval, the triangle, the door, the ark, the ship, the fish, the charm, the cave,” various fruits, trees, 
and a host of other forms alike among the Hindus, the Egyptians and the mystics of Europe. The union of these symbols 
with those of the male principle, produces the innumerable cabalistic symbols, talismans, amulets and mystical diagrams, which 
have deluded mankind for ages, and still occupy so prominent a place in the history of religion. The Lingam and the Yoni 
united is the form in which S'iva appears most frequently in India, and is best known in our temples. It should be noticed, 
however, that in the more ancient temples, the “ upright”jj or the emblem of the male principle is alone met with. In the 
great temple of Benares, it occurs to the entire exclusion of the modern symbol of the Lingam and the Yoni united into one. 


* Inman, Opus cit II., 263. 

f Vide passim, King’s Gnostics, and Jenning’s Rosicrucians. 
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S'ankara Vijaya. 


|| Some are of opinion that the “ uprights” are memorial monuments, am 
not emblems of gods. This theory, however, requires confirmation ; it is certaij 
that this is not the case in the opinion of at least some of the aborigines of India 
The most dreaded divinity of the Santals is Morang Bura, a sanguinary god 
represented by a huge, uncarved, upright stone, who had, until recently, to b 
propitiated with human sacrifices. The Santals have their traditions regardini 
the part which this god took in the formation of the earth and the first humai 
pair. 
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- The-theory t)f S'&kti having once been fully established, all 'the'sectaries adopted it to indicate the spouses of their 
Classification of S'aklf different divinities, and various'classifications were adopted for rangingthe female divinities 

. ^ . into full manifestations IMula-Prajwitvpv P&rnas'aJctl), molestationsin portions fAiteartipiniJ, 

in parts (KalarupMJ , in-portions of parts f'KaldHs'arupintj, &c., &c. The minor sub-divisions include mortal women, and 
they are accordingly adored as manifestations, of the divine mdtlier on earth. This has resulted in several dissolute,and 
licentious systems of religion, in one of which a nude female of youthful age forms the central figure in a circle of mystic 
devotion. Among the Vaishnavas, Radhd was the Mula-PraJcriti, and the other associates of Krishna, her parts; and among 
the S aivas and the Saktas, Um& or Durgii, was the Pitrna S'aJctt , and her various manifestations her parts, comprising more or 
less of her spirit or substance. Strictly speaking, this classification would justify the use of the term S'akta, to indicate all 
those who ^accept one or other of the female -divinities as their tutelary goddess; but in practice - the word is confined to 
those„efily who follow Durga and her different manifestations. - - v 

- Founded upon the same sensuous, mundane idea of the influence of the sexes in the creation of the universe,but 
S lvaiemand S'aktaism—how they natural to suppose that Sivaism or the adoration of the male principle, and S'aktajisin or ^ho 
flourished m Onssa. ^ . adoration of the female principle, should go hand in hand, and in books they do so f' btit 

practically‘they seem to have flourished almost independently of each other in India. S'ivaism commenced first,' and''when 
it did so, S'dktaism seems not to have been much cared for, or at least not to have given rise to a distinct cult, and tho.dldest 
monuments of S'iva,.have very little of the S'akta about them. In Orissa, the great seat of S'ivaism was Bhuvanes'yara and' 
all the great temples there are consecrated to the Lingam, the emblem of the great god Mahadeva, an upright stone 
' without the Yoni accompaniment.. The princes of the Kes'ari dynasty, who devoted themselves particularly to this form- 
of worship, wishing to produce a second Benares in the metropolis of their dominion,* confined" their attention to j^iva 
or the upright stone as at Benares, and paid no attention to his consort. S'aktaism found its votaries at a later time, 
in Orissa, and a separate locale was assigned for it at Jajapur; but judging from the remains now visible there, it seems 
never to have flourished near so well as S'ivaism. In Bengal too, the S'akta followed long after S'ivaism; and some of its 
more mysterious and grosser forms do not date earlier than twelve to fifteen hundred years ; and when it came into voo*ue 
it seems to have induced even a large number of the old S'ivite to betake to the new faith. This can be easily accounted for. 
There is a charm in mysteiy for the mass of mankind, whether it be in quack medicines or a religion of symbols, diagrams 
and talismans, which tells much more effectually, much more sweepingly, and much more completely than rational appeal 
to the understanding ever can do. It “ takes the reason prisoner” all at once, and leaves little room for reflection to play its 
part in a healthy and independent way. Sexual religion, whether in the form of S'aktaism, or that of the doctrines of the 
Gnostics, Rosier ucians and others, has this advantage to perfection. It requires a greater mass of mystery to envelope its 
coarse ideas than even what S'ivaism needed or encouraged, and accordingly it succeeds in a most astounding manner, ? where 
the other fails to obtain a footing. Even the most rationalistic of all religionists, the Buddhists, could not resist its 
allurements, and between the fifth and eighth centuries, compiled and translated a huge. mass of Tantras in the Tibetan 
language, and accepting the sexual doctrine, introduced the worship of several goddesses smd degrading ideas of the di¬ 
vinity into Nepal and Tibet, as a part of the esoterics of the Buddhist religion.f S'aktaism in its grosser and repulsive 
forms of Kjaula and Vamach&ra cults needs this -pven more extensively than SIvaism ever needed or encouraged, and 
consequently got far ahead of the latter. To prove this I cannot do better than quote Dr. Wilson’s estimate of the relative 
proportions of the followers of the three leading sects of Bengal. “ It has been computed,” he says, “ that of the Hindus 
of Bengal at least Tliree-fourths are” Saktas: “ of the remaining fourth, three parts are'Vaishnavas, and one S'aivas.”^ 
This estimate may not be quite correct, and Ward, taking into consideration the fact that the bulk of the people in the 
eastern districts are Vaishnavas, reckons the Vaishnavas of Bengal at one-third of the whole Hindu population ; hut in either 
case the figures show very clearly the great preponderance of the SAktas over the other sects. Nor is this to be wondered 
at, considering that the great body, of the aboriginal races and the lower orders of the people, tbougli not duly initiated in 
any S'aktt mantra, pay * their adoration principally to some form or other, mostly to all the different forms, of Durg6, with 
scarcely any, or but slender, regard for Vishnu and his images, and must be included among the S aktas. In Orissa the case is 
otherwise. At present, Jagann&tha engrosses the attention of the bulk of the people there, and the number of S'aivas and 
Saktas is extremely limited. Even at Jajapur, which at one time was a great seat of S'aktaism, whence its name Viraja - 


* Vide infra , Part II,, chapter II. 

f Vide passim CSoma’s Analyses of the Gyut in the Asiatic Researches, 


XX., p. 488 if., and Hodgson’s Buddhism. 
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pitha, the followers of the feminine divinity constitute but a very small section of the community. Porhaps, formerly the 
case was not so, and there is no doubt that during the reign of the Kes'ari dynasty, the S'aivas greatly preponderated ; bat 
the proselytizing zeal of Chaitanya and bis followers has long since brought the greater part of the people to follow their faith 
to the exclusion of all sexual forms of religion. As far as I have been able to ascertain, Saktas are now more common in 
Onssa than S'aivas, and the two together scarcely represent one-eighth of the entire Hindu population of that province. Mbu 
Rangalala Banerji, Deputy Magistrate of Cuttack, who has been in the district for a long time, and has made the subject of 
the different creeds prevailing there, his study, informs me that “ there are scarcely any S'aivas in Orissa. The greater number 
of the S'asana Brahmanas are Yaishpavas of the older, or Vaidika, form. All the other castes are generally Vaishnavas of 
the Chaitanya or Nityananda sampraddya. There are fifty mandalas of these Vaishnavas in the city of Cuttack alone- 
each having a band of sankfrtana attached to it. They are under the primacy of the great Gossain of Chaitanya at Puri. 
The Tantras prevail on the Jajapur tract.” 

Unlike the two preceding forms of religion, Vaislinavism has been intimately associated with Hinduism, and, indeed, 

VaisWism. h “ f ° rmed its C,liof feature frotn a vei 7 re «iote period of antiquity. In the absence of 

documentary evidence, it is impossible to prove satisfactorily that the name of Vishnu 
was known to the Aryans and revered by them in their primeval home in Central Asia, but there are reasons to suppose that 
it was, for it occurs in the Zoroastrian writings, showing that it had got into currency before the Indian and the Iranian 
branches of the Aryan race had parted from each other. In the earliest Veda, it appears perfectly well known, and in the later 
scriptures it occupies the most prominent position as an appellation of the Almighty. The Tantras and some of the S'aiva 
Puranas have, doubtless, given greater importance to S'iva and Durga, but they have done so generally by identifying, or 
associating, Vishnu with them, and not by denying the latter his supremacy. It should be added, however, that the cult of 
Vishnu has not been the same at all times, and the changes it has undergone at different times arc so grave ami radical that it 
appears fundamentally different in its different forms. Its sects and sub-divisions are also very numerous. For purposes of 
history it may, however, be treated under five heads : 1st, Vaislinavism of the Sanhitds; 2nd, that of the Brahmanas • 3rd 
that of the time of Panini and the Itihasas; 4th, that of the Puranas; 5th, that of modern times. 

Although, as above stated, the name of Vishnu was well known as that of a great god in the Vedic times, and several 

Vaislinavism of the early Vedas. ^ 11 * dedicated to the praise of that divinity in the Rig Veda Sanhita, his place in the 

celestial assembly is nowhere well defined. He lias no sovereignty over any of the 
elements, nor is he the personification of any objector-idea. His principal attributes are thus put too-ether in one of the 
early hymns of that work : “ May the gods preserve us from the place from which Vishpu strode through the seven reo-ions 

of the earth. Vishnu strode over this (universe); in three places he planted his step ; (the world, or his step, was) enveloped 
in his dust. Vishnu, unconquerable preserver, strode three steps, bearing from thence fixed observances. Behold the acts of 
Vishnu, through which this fitting (or intimate) friend of Indra perceived religious ceremonies. Sages constantly behold that 
highest position of Vishnu, like an eye fixed in the sky. Wise men, singing praises, and ever wakeful, light up (by the power 
of their hymns?) that which is the highest station of Vishnu.”* This hymn is held in the highest veneration by the 
Brahmanas, and is frequently muttered, or recited, at all the principal ceremonies enjoined in the Vedas At S'raddhas and 
marital and other rites of the present day, it constitutes the holiest mantra ; and seldom is a sacred fire lighted without its beirm 
brought to bear upon it. The most important elements of this hymn are the epithets and phrases which assign to Vishnu the 
attribute of one who “ strode through the seven regions of the earth,” who “ planted his step three times,”” who “ envelopes 
the world with his dust,” who “ is fixed like an eye in the sky.” Other attributes and functions, such as that of protection here 
noticed, or of creation of the heaven and the earth, of making of the atmosphere wide, of producing the sun and dawn elsewhere 
assigned to him, (I. 154-1-2), belong to him in common with the other gods ; but these are peculiar, and they afford a clue to his 
true character. The counterparts of the phrases, “ the god who strode through the seven regions of the earth,” and « who 
planted his steps three times,” occur frequently, and in a variety of forms. Thus, Vishnu is described as “ the swift goer ’> 

“ the god of three strides,” “ the wide-stepping,” the large-pacing,” “ the swift-moving,” “ the strider of strides,” “ the occupilr 
of three stations,” “ the god within whose three vast paces all the world abides,” &c, &c. Commentators are not agreed 
as to the purport of these epithets. Yaska, in the Nirukta, quotes the opinions of two older expounders one of w°hom 
S'&kapuni, “ thought that the triple manifestation of the god, in the form of fire on the earth, of lightning in’the atmosphere’ 


* Veda, I., 22, 1G, ff. apud Muir’s Original Sanskrit Texts, IV., 
p, 54f. Wilson’s version of this hymn is somewhat different. Vide his Big 
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and of the solar light in the shy, was intended” hy these epithets ; while the othor, Arunavfibha, took them to indicate the 
different positions of the sun at his rising, his culmination, and his setting.”* Sayana A'charya explains them differently in 
different places, but he understands them to refer to the dwarf incarnation, in which Vishnu put one toot oh the earth, another 
on the firmament, and a third, according to some, on the heavens, and according to others, on,the head of the Titan Bali, 
whom he defrauded of his sovereignty 1 of the world to bestow it on Indra. Durg&charya, in his comment on the Niiukta, 
boldly asserts that the Vishnu indicated by the epithets was no other than the sun A'ditya, whose different positions in the 
sky at dawn, at midday, and at vesper, referred to by Arunavdbha, were the three steps alluded to in the epithets. That 
this is the right interpretation is evident from the phrase used in the hymn which says the deity “ is fixed like an eye in 
the sky.” The expression, “ who envelopes the world with his dust,” has been interpreted by Benfey, in one place, to 
mean, “ the earth was subject to him,” and in another place, that “ the god is so mighty that the dust which his tread laises, 
fills the whole earth.” But Dr! Muir asks, “Can this dust.be understood of the dazzling brightness of the sun’s rays 
surrounding his progress, and obscuring his disk from the view of the observer ? The prophet Naliutfi says, i. 3, Tim Lord 
hath his way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of his feet" f , Sayana sets it down to light, and 
that the rays of the sun are likened to dust, may be accepted as the true meaning by reference to a verse in the Seventh Book, 
in which Vislinu is said to have “ enveloped the earth on every side with beams of light.” . (VIE. .99-3.) 

This identification of Vishnu with the sun may her supported by a'variety of .arguments:' In ther'S'atapatha -Br&hraana 
he is expressly described to be A'ditya: “He who is this Vishnu is sacrifice; he.who.[is]|tjb*8 sacrifice is the A'ditya.” 
(XIX. 1, 1-6.) In the same way he is identified with Agni, who is the terrene mahifestation of the celestial orb. ' His .name 
is derived from tho root vis to pervade, i. e., the god who pervad.es the universe with his light. He is said to have-set..time 
in motion. “He lias set in motion, like a rolling .wheel ? >he revolutions of time (?Jwith-foiir times ; ninety .nambs '(daysj^ 
(R. V. I. 155, 6), which can be strictly applied to no other than therein, who makes the jy<r- times ninety, or three hundred 
and sixty days of the year. Elsewhere he is said to “ traverse the world,” and “ trfivdise it three 1 times,” to “ thrich measure 
the mundane regions,” all referring to the apparent diurnal motion of the sun. Again, the Bralnnanas reckon twelve 
A'dityas sons of Aditf, by Daksha; and the last of these is named Vishnu in the Mahabharata and other later works. 
The Harivansa, not to detract from the rank of Vishnu, says, that « though lie is the last born, he is not the last,” and the 
Maliabliarata elsewhere adds, “ though the latest born, he surpasses all the A'dityas in his attributes.” (I. 2, 519, 2, 522.) 
The Aitareya Brahmana, in the same way. “ Vishnu, calls the greatest,” Vishnuh Paramah. Haug is not satisfied that the word 
paramah in this verse is indicative of the celestial rank of Vishnu.* 11(5 takes it to imply the position of Vishnu, the sun, high 
in the sky in comparison to that of Agni, who is said to bo the lowest fAgnir avamahj, because he is the god of the earth. 

But interpreted with the help of the Mahabhdrata, there is nothing inconsistent in the attribution of the epithet in the sense 

of the greatest to Vishnu. 

It has to be admitted that Vishnu is not noticed among the A'dityas in the Big Veda hymns, but there; only saven or 
C- ■'l ' eight A'dityas are named, and Vishnu*, as the last of the twelve, could not expert to find a 

Objections to the identification of » J . . , *•, , * , 

Vishnr. With A'ditya eonside/ed. p] ace among the earlier ones. In the same way, where m the Mahaoharata only eleven suns 

are pamed, Vishnu is excluded, he being the twelfth. . * - '" 

Exception might akso he taken to the identification of Vishnu with .the sun, tho greatest god of the Aryans, on the 
ground of his having-been made the theme of a very few hymns only. Dr. Muir, after quoting or referring to nearly all the hymns 
of the Rig Saiihita, says,' ‘‘It is also a fact, notorious to all the students of the Rig Veda,, that the hymns and versos which are 
dedicated to tho praises of Indra, Agni, Mitra, Varuna, the. Maruts, the As'vins, &c., are extremely numerous ; whilst .the 
entire hymns and separate verses in which Vishnu is celebrated are much fewer.' * * * The reader will, also ' 

have noticed that, in a large number of shorter passages which I have cited, Vishnu is introduced as tho subject of laudation 
among a great crowd of other divinities from whom lie is there-in no way distinguished as being in any respect superior. 
From this fact we may conclude that he was regarded bythoSejwrite'rs’as on a footing of equality with the other deities.”§ 
These objections do not, however,- stand much in the way of the identification., It is u'niyersally admitted that Mitra and 
Pushan are names of the sun, and since their identity is-Ty-'ho -means invalidated by tbb £aqt of'the entire hymns mud 

separate verses dedicated tq.- Mitra and Pushan being'comparatively limited, the same may'very fairly-belaid in the case 
of Vishnu. If Vishnu he, as-he is here assumed to he, but another personification of the- sun,-every hymn, whether addressed 


* Muir, Original Sanskrit Texts, IV., p. 57. . ‘t Haag’s Aitareya BrAhfjmna, II., p. 1. 

t Idem, 1V^ p. 55. § Idem, IV., p. 85.- 







to S'urya, A'ditya, Mitra, or Pushan, is ipso facto addressed to him, and it would not be reasonable to expect that the 
number of hymns or yerses on account of each name should bear a fair proportion to the others. It may even be 
admitted that the name Vishnu had not obtained the same importance at the time when the hymns were composed as 
S'urya or A'ditya, but that would not contradict or militate against the identification. The fact of Vishnu’s being placed on 
an equality with the other gods, is also not antagonistic to his being the same with A'ditya, for A'ditya himself is so 
treated in a large number of verses without in any way detracting from his lofty position as one of the three principal 
gods. It is well known to Vedic scholars that the hymns generally speak in the superlative degree, and extol the immediate 
subject of their laudation with the highest praise without any reference to its actual rank, or the attributes elsewhere 
assigned to the other gods. Adverting to this circumstance, Dr. Muir justly observes : “ When these individual gods are 
invoked, they are not conceived as limited by the power of others as superior or inferior in rank. Each god is to the mind 
of the supplicants as good as all the gods. He is felt, at the time, as a real divinity, as supremo and absolute, in spite of the 
necessary limitations which to our mind, a plurality of gods must entail on every single god. All the rest disappear for a 
moment from the vision of the poet, and he only who is to fulfil their desires stands in full light before the eyes of the 
worshippers. ( Among you, 0 gods, there is none that is small, none that is young: you are all great indeed,’ (R. V. 
VIIL, 30, 1,) is a sentiment which though, perhaps, not so distinctly expressed as by Manu Vaivasvata, nevertheless underlies 
all the poetry of the Veda. Although the gods are sometimes distinctly invoked as the great and the small, the young 
* and the old, [R. V. I., 27, 13] this is only an attempt to find the most comprehensive expression for the divine powers, and 
nowhere is any of the gods represented as the slave of others.”* 

It may be reasonably argued that if Vishnu be the sun, why should he appear as distinct from A'ditya, Mitra, 
and Pushan ? If the different gods are the same, why are they not at once said to be so ? Why are they described with 
different attributes under different names ? The replies to these questions occur in the fact that such has been the nature of 
mythology in all countries. The Greek Pantheon, no less than the Hindu, was peopled by a small number of gods, increased 
manifold by a variety of names and attributes. Each set of attributes constituted a separate divinity, though essentially the 
individual intended was the same with another, or several others. According to the ancient Indian theory there were only 
three gods, Agni, Vayu, and Surya, and as often as they got separate designations and separate attributes, so often they 
became separate, multiplying to thirty-three at first, and to as many millions afterwards. Again, in course of time and by 
changes in the feeling or modes of thinking of the worshippers, some names got greater prominence than others, and 
the backward ones got gradually neglected, and ultimately forgotten. Pushan and Mitra in this way have now become quite 
obsolete, though it is undeniable that they were among the foremost of gods in early times, both among the Indo-Aryans 
and the Iranians, and. then they were well known to be forms of Surya. It is evident that Vishnu has had great advantage in 
this respect, and that from being at one time the name of one of the personages of the earliest, or Vedic, trinity of Agni, 
V6yu and Surya, he became in the Brahmanic period one of the later trinity of Brahma, Vishnu, and S'iva, in which his 
attribute of protection, which at first he enjoyed in common with several others, was made his special distinctive characteristic, and 
subsequently in the Itihasa epoch rose to the dignity of the supreme divinity, which he now claims, and has done for several 
centuries among a large number of votaries. In this we have only an instance of the peculiarity of mythology which has 
manifested itself times without number in connexion with the history of religion, and not a fact that need at all raise 
any doubt as to the true character of Vishnu in Vedic times. It is in the nature of mythological religion to develope or 
rehabilitate old ideas, to change names, give prominence to particular attributes, and cast others' into oblivion, and this is 
exactly what we find in the new triad. The three were not new gods, but the old ones under new names : Brahmd is no 
other than Agni, with the special attribute of creation; Vishnu is Surya, with the role of protection ; and S'iva is Vayu, with 
that of destruction. Vayu, first changed to Indra, then to Rudra, and lastly to S'iva,—first, the god of wind, then that of 
the firmament or master of storms and clouds, then that of all that is terrible, and lastly that of universal destruction. 

In the Brahmanas, Vishnu ceases to be a mere name or attribute of the sun, and appears in the character of a distinct 

god with a well-defined personality. His original great feat of traversing the universe by 

Vaisluiavism of the Brahmanas. . . 

three steps is all but entirely lost sight of, and it he is stdi reckoned an integral member 
of a triad, it is not the old one of Agni, Vayu and Surya, the threefold symbols of an unknown and inscrutable divinity, but 
of a new theogony with a different rble. He is also the subject of several elaborate myths in which he assumes parts which 
have nothing to do with the sun. One of them, in the S'atapatha Bralimana, relates how he became pre-eminent among the gods, 
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and how lie lost his head. The story Is repeated in the Taittirya Br&hmana with some variations * Another, in the 
Aitareya Brdhmanaf makes him the door-keeper of the gods ; a third in the S'atapdtha Brahmana describes him as hiding 
himself near the root of a tree, three fingers’ depth below the earth, and recovering, from the Asuras, the sovereignty of the 
world for the Devas.J In all these he is identified with sacrifice, and not related to any solar myth. In the last story 
we have the first germ of what was afterwards developed into the myth of the Dwarf Incarnation, in conjunction with the 
epithet trivikrama or ‘ the god of three steps.’ It does not appear, however, that during the epoch under notice Vishnu had 
so far alienated himself from the other gods as to be the divinity of a separate cultus : he was one of the members of the 
celestial host, and received liis share of adoration and offerings in common with the rest. 

Turning now to Panini and the Itihasas, i, e the Ram&yana and the Mahdbharata, we find not only a distinct cult having 
. . . . Vishnu for its object of adoration, fully established, but the doctrine of his incarnation put 

and the Itihasas. f or th with great confidence. Panini was familiar with the names of some ot the principal 

personages in the history of Krishna, and adduced the names of Krishna, Pradyumna, Arjuna, Aniruddha, Vdsudeva and 
Subhadr.4 to illustrate Ids rules,§ and, in illustration of one, which says that “ the affix lean should be elided when livelihood is 

implied,” he observes “those objects which are taken about from house to house, by idol-worslnppers to earn a livelihood 

are called images of gods,” fdeva-prahritayahj and then adds by way of example Vdsudeva, S'iva and A'ditija , or carriers 
of idols of Vdsudeva, S'iva and A'ditya,|| showing clearly that in his time not only separate sets of sectarians of the three 
gods were fully established, but that some of them earned their livelihood by carrying about idols as a means of begging. It 
proves also that Vishnu at the time had been so thoroughly identified with Krishna, his alleged incarnation, that he was indicated 
by the derivative name, son of Vdsudeva, and not by his own original designation. In another passage salutation to Krishna 
is enjoined as calculated to make a journey pleasant.^ In a third, the word Vdsudeva is explained as meaning a person, who 
is devoted to, or has faith in, Vdsudeva.** These passages are of considerable importance as proving the currency of the Krishna 
cult from before the. time of Panini, or over a thousand years before the commencement of the Christian era. If we accept Max 
Muller’s low estimate of the age of Panini to be the right one, it would still take us beyond the sixth century before Christ. The 
passages, it is true, occur as examples, and Goldstiicker demurs to the historical value of those portions of Panini s woik in 
which examples are given; hut regarding them, Max Miiller very justly observes: “It was impossible to teach or to use 
Pdnini’s Siitras without examples. These necessarily formed part of the traditional grammatical literature long before the 
great commentary was written, and are, therefore, of a much higher historical value than is commonly supposed.”tt But 
this argument apart, the distinction which Brinddvana and Matlmra, particularly the latter, the seats of some of Krishna’s 
early exploits, attained at an early epoch, as holy cities, and the references made to them by Greek authors, such as Arrian 
and Pliny, show that the Krishna cult had become popular and current long before the time of the Greek invasion. 

' Opinion'is divided among European orientalists as to the respective ages of the, Ramdyana and the Mahabharata, 
and also about the authenticity of the passages in those works which assign divine origin to Rama and Krishna,^ and 
it is not my intention to enter into a chronological dissertation about them in this place, but whatever their age and 
authenticity, this much is undeniable that they fully recognise the divinity of Vishnu, and of his being the.object of 
special adoration to a large number of sectaries. Nor are evidences wanting in those works, of a strong spirit of 
bigotry and antagonism having prevailed in their times between the followers of Vishnu and S'iva. These evidences appear 
' under different forms, but their tendency and purport are unmistakable, Thus in one place, the Rdmayana makes Parusardma 
relate a story in which it is said that on one occasion, “ the gods made a request to Brahmd, desiring him to find out the 
strength and weakness- of S'itikantha (Mahadeva) and Vishnu, and Brahma, most excellent of the three, learning the purpose of 
the gods, created enmity between the two. In this, state of enmity, a groat and terrible fight ensued between S'itikantha and 
Vishnu each of whom was eager to conquer the other. S'ivd’s how. of dreadful power was then relaxed, and the three-eyed 
Mahadeva was arrested by a muttering. These two eminent deities. being entreated by the assembled gods, rishis, and 
charanas, were pacified. - .Seeing that the bow of S'iva had been relaxed by the prowess of Vishnu, the gods and rishis . 
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' esteemed Vishnu to be superior.”* Other stories of a similar character are not by any means scarce, but it is not necessary 
to quote them here, as it is not likely that anybody will question the fact that religious antagonism between the S'ivites 
and the Yaishnavites was high at the time of the Ramayana and the Mahabharata. 

Thp ritual of tins Vaislinavism was probably the same which we see described in the tenth Book of the Taittirfya 
4'ranyaka. Set forms of prayers at morning, noon and evening, offerings' , of fhiits, flowers, water, &c., special 
mantras, and modified forms 'of gayatrf were its chief elements, resulting in the substitution of faith for knowledge. This 
was the natural consequence of rigid obedience to set forms under a domineering hierarchy. Revealed religion, in such 
.cases,-generally requires an unlimited degree of faith, and it was promoted^/' a spirit of pro'sblytLsm which polemical 
anta gonism usually engenders. Not that the religion of the Vedas did not insist off a'great .’amount of faith ; it did so to a large 
extent ; nevertheless the old belief was that an intelligent understanding of the ffatUrV and .object of ceremonies was 
necessary to perfect fruition, and the leading Ujpanishads. laid particular stress upon this poipt; but it was by no uneans 
a convenient dogma for flm conversion or .control of. large passes of men, and a more summary means of governing the 
mind of the lower orders, was greatly needed, andthis- was found in the maxim' of jmsvterving and unquestioning faith, or Bhafcte, 

• as a substitute for knowledge. The Bhagvadgftd gave it great prominence, by pointing out theinefficaey of practical worship 
enjoined in. the ordinances of the Smriti, and the advantage of absolute devotion to the service of God ; and SandiTya reduced it 
to a system in his Aphorisms on the subject, (BatasutraJ , in which lie “ rejects the Hindu (gnostic) theory, that knowledge is 
the one thing needful, and contends that knowledge is only the handmaid of faith” f Tho hhakti or faith advocated by him wa* 
however, not a m6re principle of belief,, or action in consonance with the requirements of that belief, but an earnest," unflinching, 
vehement, devotion, such as, in the case of worldly matters, is indicated by the word passion, and in a moral sense by pathos. Sdn- 
dilya defines it u absolute devotion to God,”J and Svapnes'vara explains the devotion by describing it as u a function of tho 
mind with reference to the Supreme Being similar to what is evinced in regard to worldly objects under particular circumstances,”§ 
a feeling similar to what is engendered—to use a tough phrase of Aristotle--by our concupiscible appetites, but bearing a closer 
affinity to his /?oiAt?<us or rational appetite, or the of Plato as distinct from his “ bnOv/xca — an earnestness connected with the 
rational and immortal part of our nature, and stimulating to the pursuit through God of good and the avoiding of excess and 
evil.” 1 he most important peculiarity of this devotion or theopatby is its entire freedom from reason : it admits n6 -argument, or 

discussion, or consideration as to the reasonableness of the action prompted by it: it is an unreasoning and absolute belief,_aij 

unqualified arid entire resignation of the mind—which i$ v ‘so sublimely expressed in the language of.the English prayer: ’ 
U k° r( *> Thy jvill be done.” Its chief object was to override the dialectics of the philosophers, who discarded the promptings 
of the mind in their schemes of salvation, and to substitute' . a religion of the heart for on© of. reason,—of one much better calcu¬ 
lated to command sympathy than either the rites of the Vedas* or tho teachings of tho S'ankhya, the^Nyaya and the Vedanta. 
The full effect of the innovation did not; Rowevet, manifest itself until a lh,ter stage in the history of tins system qf religion. 

The Puranas, in their account of Vaishnavism, do not differ much from what we.believe-it to have been'at the time of Panini 
Yaishnavism of the Puranas. and theJtihdsas. Thty dwell at length on various manifestations and incarnations of the 
. / Divinity, some Inc^udin^fos entire essence or spirit, others a portion'-, of it. , Bhis must haye 

taken place at,least two thousand years dates frojp’the second century of the Christian era; and then the^\ 

boar incantation was an object of worship, Vyi! VV soVereign who dedicated it and some of Iris ancestors arb described in the 
inscription on^ts back as Bhagavatas, or followers.of Vishnu.|| ; They insist on the worship of Rama and Krishna,^ Vho are 
unquestionably identified with Vishnu,\nd unflinching and unreasoning faith of the Bhaktf system tlie* greatest, and indeed > 
the sole means of salvation. They also dilate largely on the identity of the three leading gods, Bralima, Vishnu and S'iva 
though the followers of those divinities, it would j seem, cherished the'most implacable/rancour and enmity against each 
other. In all this the Puranas arb in accord* with the*. Mahabhdmta-which they, follow;, but in’ the° treatment 
of the dogma of Bhaktf, they go far ..ahead of their predecessors. Associating it with the Yedantic doctrine of the 
relation of the human to the Divine soul, they—the Bhagavata particularly—haye developed a system in which the 
passions of affection and love are brought.to bear upon the Divinity more prominently and earnestly than religious 


* Muir’s Original Sanskrit Texts, IV,, p. 147. 
f Ballantyne’s Christianity contrasted with Hindu Philosophy, p. iii. 
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II Journal As. Soc. XXX. 20. The date of the record is 165 years, 
but the era is not indicated, and antiquarians are not decided as to what it 
refers to, but none bring it down lower than the third century of the Chris¬ 
tian era. 
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IT The Vishnu Pura 9 a.describes Krishna, as an Amavqtdra or a manifes¬ 
tation of a part of Vishnu; Ansdvatara Brdhmarshe yo yam Yadukulod- 
bhavah: hut the Bhdgavata takes him to he JPurna Brahma, or Brahma'In his 
entirety. The difference is reconciled by the commentators, by^ the assertion 
that even as a lamp lighted from another, does not abstract from tho light of 
-the first, and yet is as bright as the .first, so the divine spirit, wlfi^h has the 
character of light, cannot suffer diminution or enhancement. Hence, “ a f u ]j 
arises out of a full ; if a full is taken from a full, a full remains.” Vide Muir’s 
Original Sanskrit Texts, IV., p. 219. 
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devotion and the Godhead is represented in such mystic, allegorical language as to thinkers of the present fastidious age 
appears highly unbecoming, insulting, licentious, and even blaspliemous-in which the substitution of the unpassione 
eloquence of the poet addressing his mistress for the sober language of respectfol adoration with reference to the 
Deity is held the most sacred. This is the result of a “ hypertrophy of the religious feeling” which envelopes the religious 
sentiment with the charms and imagery of mundane life-of an excessive fervour of devotion, which, rising above a 
the amenities of sober society, longs to hold communion with the Godhead, in a manner of which sexual love is t le mos per ec 
type known to man. Poets of ancient times indulged in a variety of fanciful and voluptuous imageries, in describing matters 
celestial and a too literal, or materialistic, or spiritual interpretation of their allegorical language, led either to the formation o 
myths' or the development of mysticism of various kinds. The allegories of the Vedas have, without a single exception, been 
elaborated into myths in after ages, and not a few of them form the basis of mystical dogmas. In Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, 
Greece and Rome, ancient poetry went through the same course of transformation, and the result was very much t ie same 
Allegories on religious subjects, when not otherwise explained, have been looked upon as mystic, and the Song o ongs o 
Solomon has always been looked upon as a remarkable specimen of this species of composition, typifying under the figure of 
a marriage the intimate connexion between God and His Church. The Prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah and David use the same 
kind of mystic allegory,* and instances of this description from the Old Testament may be easily multiplied. The mystical 
character of the Song of Solomon may be compared with that of the Pastorals of Jayadeva, designed, like the Song m question, 
to illustrate the longing of the human soul for communion with the Divine. The late Dr. Adam Clarke was so struck with 
the comparison between the Gitagovinda of Jayadeva and the Song of Solomon, that he inserted the whole poem m his 
commentary on the Bible with this introduction: “ Gitagovinda. A mystical poem supposed to have a near resemblance 
to the Book of Canticles, many passages of which it illustrates. There are few turns of thought in the Song of Songs t la 
may not find a parallel in the Gitagovinda, and oven the strongly impassioned language of Solomon may he everywhere 
supported by that of Jayadeva and The eminent linguist and Biblical critic, Dr. Mason Good, in his translation 

of Solomon’s Song, has illustrated many passages of it from the Gitagovinda ; and Hartwell Horne, whose Introduction to the 
Scriptures is a text-book in the principal universities of England and America, and a knowledge of which is required by the 
Bishops from candidates studying for orders, remarks: “In further confirmation of the preceding view of the spiritual 
desio-n of this sacred oriental poem, we may observe that this allegoric mode of describing the sacred union between mankind 
at large or an individual and pious soul, and the Great Creator, is common to almost all Eastern poets from the earliest 
down to'the present age. Without such an esoteric or spiritual interpretation, it is impossible to understand many passages 
of the Persian poets, Shell and H&fiz, and the Turkish commentators on them have uniformly thus interpreted them. A 
similar emblematic mysticism is equally conspicuous with the bards of Indra, and the Veddntic or Hindu commentators have, 
in like manner, attributed a double, *. a literal and spiritual, meaning to their compositions. This is particularly the case 
with the Gitagovinda or Songs of Jayadeva, the subject of which is the loves of Krishna and Radlia, or the reciprocal attraction 
between the Divine goodness and the soul of man, and the style and imagery of which, like those of the royal Hebrew poet, 

are in the highest degree flowery and amatory.”t _ , , . 

The language of such mystical poetry, whether it be of Solomon, or Ilfifiz, or SMI, or Jayadeva, or the Bhdgavata, is 
necessarily rich and voluptuous, and is apt to be misunderstood by expositors unable to enter into the spirit of oriental 
poetry • but as justly observed by Scott, the most popular commentator in the English Church, such “ descriptions must not 
be iudied by modem notions of delicacy, which, in a very vicious age, is apt to be fastidious.” A remarkable instance 
of L fastidiousness and prudery is afforded by the American Episcopal Church which, impelled by them was led to exclude 
from their edition of the English Prayer-Book, a passage of the “ Te Deum” which had been repeated with devo lonal feelings 
by the Holy Church throughout the world for fifteen centuries, and which, in the present day, English ladies of the 
most refined feeling read without any improper idea being excited. Judged by such a standard, the language of the Bhakti 
.system must appear peculiarly offensive, but where no wrong is meant, it would be unfair to insist on an interpretation which 

-rrr t : mystic system of Bhakti was first promulgated by tlieBliagavadgita as early as the time of the MahdbMrata, 

and fully developed in the S&ndilya Sutra and the Bhagavata Purana, it does not seem to have 

Modem Yakslinavism. effected any material change in the form of the current Vaishnavism of the country for a long 
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time. Hermits and sages, in their monastic seclusion, indulged in its mystic reveries ; but the great body of tho people adhered 
to the established ritual, and satisfied their religious craving with the mantras and sandhyas which their ancestors had followed. 
Nimbarka alias BMskara A'charya was the first who attempted to give a wide circulation to tho mysticism of Bliakti, and he was 
followed by Jayadeva in Bengal, and Ramanuja in Southern India, both in tho twelfth century. Then came VallabMcharya, 
Mira Bayf, MMhv&charya, and Chaitanya between the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, and they so completely changed the 
character of Vaishnavism, as to give it quite a new shape. Songs, music and dancing replaced the mantras of old, Sanskrit 
prayers gave place to vernacular ones;"and service to images of Krishna in various forms to established rituals. Even tho 
name of the followers of the new faith was changed from Vaishnavas to Bhaktas , or the theopathists, i. e. y the followers of the 
Bhakti creed. " - v ' 

The history of tho Bliakti system as sketched above, leaves no doubt about its independent origin, but the closo family 
resemblance which it bears to Sufiism, and the time when it came into vogue, would suggest the possibility, or likelihood, of 
its having borrowed its traits, at Ifeast some of them, from tho Muhammadan saints of India. To judge of this we must compare 
the leading features of the two systems: 

It is abundantly manifest that both are the results of the same process of thinking and of the same state of the religious 
feelings. Both the Sufi and the Bliakta alike yearn for communion with a beneficent creator, and* assume an "ardent and 
enthusiastic love for him to be the only means through which that union is to be effected. The one is as thorough an optimist 
as the other. The Sufi represents himself as entirely devoted to the search of truth, and perfectly independent of the 
ordinances of the canonical law; so does the Bhakta. A blind submission to the opinions of the Khalifd is a peculiar 
characteristic of Sufiism. Its followers “’are invited to embark in a sea of doubt under tho guidance of a sacred teacher, whom 
they are required to deem superior to all other mortals, and worthy of a holy confidence that borders upon adoration.” With the 
Bliakta the case is still more impressive. « Of all obligations,” says Professor Wilson, “ the Guru Pdddsraya , or servile 
veneration of the spiritual teacher, is the most important and compulsorythe members of this sect not only are required to 
deliver up themselves and every thing valuable to the disposal of the Guru, they are not only to entertain full belief of the 
usual Vaislinava tenet, which identifies the votary, the teacher and the god, but they are to look uj)on the Guru as one and 
the present Deity, as possessed of more authority even than the Deity, and as one whose favour is more to be courted, and 
whose anger is more to be deprecated, than even that of Krishna himself.”* A literal interpretation of this principle by tho 
high priests of the Vallabhacharya sect has resulted in the licentiousness of the Maharaja Gossains of Western India. 

The Sufi knows no distinction of caste, nor does the Bhakta. Chaitanya freely admitted Mongols and Patans within the 
pale of his sect, and invested them with a sanctity which few even of his Brahmana followers could venture to assume. u A 
total disengagement of the mind from all temporal concerns and worldly pursuits,” is insisted upon as a sine qua non both by 
the Sufi and the Bhakta, and none can assume the Khirkd or the Kanthd without first submitting to this primary condition. 
Fasts and penances are alike despised by both, and yet both pass their lives in one eternal round of privations. They are 
voluptuaries in thought and expression, and allegories and love songs and ghazals figuro prominently in all their writings." 
Concerts, both vocal and instrumental, are their special favourites. Chaitanya repeatedly insists upon the miraculous .effect of 
Sanldrtana in training the mind for divine communion, and devoted much of his time'Ho religious singing and dancing 
Fainting in ecstatic devotion is, another peculiar characteristic common to the two sects, and innumerable instances are on 
record of Chaitanya, Mansur Hel&j and their followers, swooning away in fits of religious’enthusiasm. Nor is this'peculiarity^ 
confined to the great teachers aloneeven neophytes of very moderate pretensions/lay claim to this mark of sanctity. "^When 
Sufis fall into this condition 4 ‘the Sheikh, aided by his Vicars, employs no other means to draw them out of this state 'of 
unconsciousness than to rub their arms and legs, and to breathe into their ears the words La ildlia UP Allah” ^ The swooning 
of the Bhakta is called das&prapti , and the only remedy resorted to for reviving him is the repetition of tho name of Radhd arid 
Krishna near his ears. Chaitanya was particularly subject*to these fits, and one of them, coming on whilst he was^bathino’ 
in the sea near Puri, cost him his life. 

The Bhaktas believe that for the attainment of supreme beatitude, they must pass through five "stages or states of 
probation. The first of these is'Called S'anta or quietism, or a state of calm contemplation of the Deity. The second is Ddsycc 
or servitude, which in a more active state leads on to the third or Sdkhya or friendship, and that in its turn to the fourth or 
Vdtsalya (filial affection), and lastly to Mddhurya or love, when the devotee, rising above*all idea of divinity, entertains the 
same ardent attachment for the Deity .which a human lover feels for the object of his love, or “ what the milkmaids of 
Vrindavan entertained for their charming Krishna.” 

* Hindu Sects, p. 103. I f Brown’s Dervishes, p. 224. 
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With the Sufi the gradation is similar, but not identical.* He has only four states of probation. With him the first is 
Nasut, or humanity, in which the disciple, subjecting himself to the canons of his faith, attempts to purify his soul by the 
practice of religion. It may be compared to the Dasya of the Bhakta. The second is Jabmt when, by religious exercises in 
the preceding stage, the devotoo attains power to abandon the observances of religious forms and ceremonies, as .he now 
exchanges, to use their own phrase, “ practical for spiritual worship.” Its relation to the third stage of the Bhaktas, our 
Indian Sufis, when they, rising above the ordinances of tho Smriti, profess themselves to bo the friends of the Deity, is evident. 
The next is a state of knowledge (A'rafJ of which extreme sanctity is the peculiar characteristic. It has its counterpart in 
tho Santa of the Vaishnavas. Tho last state of Sufi excellence is wtml or union with the Deity, and in this the Sufis apparently 
differ from the Bhaktas. The former, adopting the doctrine of tho modern Vedantists, believe the supreme cause of all to 
bear the same relation to the human soul which the sun does to its rays; that like unto tho solar rays, emanations from the 
Divine Soul are continually darted forth and re-absorbed, and that this absorption to the primary essence is the great end 
and object of their religion. They hold that when in tho state of wan'd, a Sufi saint has thoroughly understood tho relation of 
his own self to the divinity, he might with propriety proclaim of himself, “ I am the truth” [An ul haq ], just in the same 
way that the Vedantists do the Vodic dogma of Sohamaihmi, “ I am he;” “ Aham Brahma;” “I am Brahma,” and the like. 
While the latter maintain that the human soul is distinct and radically different from the Divine one, although possessing 
in some measure its nature, both being uncroate and eternal, and that a state of fellowship with the Deity in one eternal round 
of divine felicity, is tho highest reward of their religion. 

This difference, however, is more nominal than realtor notwithstanding their belief in the doctrine which maintains 
the identity of the divine and the human soul, tho Sufis are very uncertain as to the exact nature of the union they so 
passionately long for. One of the greatest saints of this order, whose mystic poetry is held in the highest veneration, 
Mowlana Jelaluddin Rihni, has a verse which entirely scouts the idea of actual absorption into the Deity. He writes 

“ Now, mystic Lovors! with strange delight, 

To heavenly mansions wing your rapturous flight; 

Tread, of yon halls august, the marble floor, 

Behold the Eternal Fair, and face to face adore.” 

The similitude of the two systems is so far very close ; and arguing on it, it would not be unreasonable to infer a relationship 
between them. But on the one hand, the Bhaktf system dates, as stated above, from the time of the Bhagvadgitd, or many many 
centuries before the advent of Muhammad, from which epoch it has gradually and steadily developed itself, and there is nothing 
to prove conclusively that the characteristics of Vaishnavism as popularised by Chaitanya, were not drawn from the Hindu S'astras. 
In the Chaitanya* CharitAmrita and other leading works of the sect, all the leading doctrines and rules of ceremonial observances 
are supported by quotations from tho Puranas and other works, which existed from some time before the advent of the 
Muhammadans into India, and it would follow, therefore, that the rules and doctrines are of Indian origin. On the other hand, 
the history of Sufiism is involved in obscurity; nothing is known of the first promulgators of the system and of its 
subsequent progress till the time of Sheikh Mohiuddfn ’Ali, who in the middlo of the eleventh century published his “ Fatuh&t 
i Mallei'' 1 and “ Fasus ul HuJcam,” which have ever since been reckoned as the text-books of the sect. Allah o has, “God 
and nothing else” is a favom-ito dogma of the Sufis, and they ascribe it to Abu Said Abul Khair who lived about 
nine hundred years ago. Some of them maintain that Muhammad was the first promulgator of their religion, and 
was himself a Sufi of tho highest order. That the Prophet of Mecca was a theopathist of the highest order, and that he was 
greatly aided in the dissemination of his religion by a body of ardent enthusiasts, there can be no doubt, and that he 
inculcated many pantheistic dogmas, admits of proof; but whether they owe their paternity to him or to a foreign source, and 
how far they assimilate to the doctrine of tho modern Sufis, arc problems which still await further research for their solution. 

Further, d priori the presumption is strong, that Sufiism owes its origin and a good many of its details to the Bhaktfism of 
India and a host of European writers have adopted this view of the question. Sir William Jones was the first to notice the analogy 
between the two creeds, and others have since dwelt on it at more or less length. Mr. Brown, in his History of the Dervishes, 


sa y 8 . « The subject is not a new one. It can be traced in the Old and New Testament, as Well as in tho Kordn, and, I fully 

believe, is peculiar to the learned ranks of the people of India, from whence it entered into Arabia and Persia. It has its 
origin in the belief that man’s spirit is a Divine emanation, and, under certain peculiar circumstances, is possessed of a 



* See Capt. Graham’s paper on the Sufis in Vol. I. of the Transactions of I is written above of these pantheistic visionaries, 
the Literary Society of Bombay, to wl.ich I am indebted for much of what | 







157 


Divine faculty disconnected with his corporeal part, and, therefore, attributed wholly to his spiritual.”* Arguments, how¬ 
ever, are not wanting to support an equally strong presumption in favour of the theory which would trace its source much 
nearer home than India. It is well-known that even during the early apostolic age many Christian professors were deeply 
embued with mystic ideas about religion, and that they promulgated them so widely that for a long time those ideas 
rivalled the Christian faith in their currency. Herder, Ewald, Do Wette, Kenan and others are of opinion that the Song 
of Songs was originally understood in a literal sense, and that it was only in tho first century of the Christian era, when 
the spirit of mysticism was rampant among a certain class of Christians, that it was subjected to allegorical treatment. 
The Gnostics were particularly remarkable for their devotion to mysticism, and the Syrian school of that sect flourished 
to the end of the sixth century, and there was nothing to prevent the Muhammadans from borrowing tho dogma of 
mystic adoration from them. Several Sufi terms are of Greek origin, and they must have been derived through the 
medium of Syrian Christians. Even tho very name of the sect seems very like a Greek one. It is usual to derive it 
from suf, u coarse wool,” the material of which the clothing of the Sufis is usually made; but this is not to the 
liking of the Sufis, and they say it means “ pure,” and one may without any violence recognize in it the vofra of tho 
Gnostics—“ that female of heavenly ^origin who, awakened to a consciousness of her spiritual character, watches over 
man, and never ceases to impart to him fresh supplies of spiritual influence, which it is the aim of Jdldabaoth to crush and 
destroy.” The question is, however, one that does not much concern the object of tho present essay, and it may, therefore, be 
left for future enquiry, particularly as at present, I believe, there are not data sufficiently explicit and harmonious in their 
evidence satisfactorily to meet the requirements of the case. 

Of the several phases of Vaishnavism above noticed, tho Bhaktf system of Chaitanya is what now prevails most in Orissa. 
Chaitanya spent the last twelve years of his existence at Puri, and by his zeal, sanctity, and influence over tho people, gavo 
great dclat to the worship of Jagannatha. He converted to his faith Prataparudra, who was the sovereign of Orissa at tho 
time, and through him effected a great many changes in the daily service of the god, and gave wide currency to his faith. 
To him is due the practice of reciting the GItagovinda daily at the entrance to the temple, and on the whole Jagannatha 
is greatly indebted to him for the world-wide reputation he enjoys. Not that the dogma of Bhaktf was not unknown at 
Piiri before his time ; on the contrary, there is reason to believe that it was synchronous with the foundation of the present 
temple under the orders of Anangabhfma Deva in the middle of the twelfth century; but Chaitanya’s preachings did much 
to bring it home to every one, and popularise it among the people of Bengal from whom he had proceeded, and that of 
Southern India for whose conversion he laboured hard, both personally and through his chief disciples. How lono* before 
that the Pauranic system prevailed, is a question which will form the subject of enquiry in a subsequent chapter. 

The earliest god of the Aryans was the great luminary of the day, the manifest symbol of the unmanifost Divi¬ 
nity, who creates and sustains the universe. What his first name exactly was, we know not ; 
but there is little doubt that it was formed of a root like sur or sar or sri whence the Greek 
$Uos and the Latin sol by the regular mutation of the s and r, and Surya was one of his earliest names 
according to the Kig Veda Safihita. How Surya changed into Vishnu has already been shown, and as Vishnu rose 
to importance, Surya alias A'ditya fell back, till in the time of the Pur&nas he was relegated to a very subordinate position, and 
tho bulk of his worshippers ranged themselves in the ranks of the followers of Vishnu, S'iva and S'aktf. A few only 
remained faithful to him, and continued to adore him for their salvation, and these were known by tho name of S'aura 
or the worshippers of Surya, who, according to the Puranas, formed one of the five leading sects of the Hindus, viz. the 
Vaishnavas, the S'aivas, the S'aktas, the S'auras and the Gdnapatyas. Their number, however, daily contracted, and 
at the beginning of the twelfth century, Halayudha, in his BrMimana Sarvas'va, or the circle of tho duties of Bnihmanas 
but barely mentioned them without giving any details about the initiation of neophytes into that sect; the sect being so 
insignificant as not to render it worth while to devote to it even a small section in a large work professing to treat of the entire 
subject of the religious duties of the Bralimanas. Raghunandana, who wrote three hundred and sixty years ago, is equally brief, 
noticing the sect but casually, without entering into any detail. In the present day, no S'aura is to be met witli in all Bengal 
or Orissa, and only a few are said to exist in the North-Western Provinces, and they number, perhaps, one in a hundred thousand 
of the people. Adverting to them, Wilson says, “ There are a few of them, but very few, and they scarcely differ from the rest 
of the Hindus in their general observances. The TilaJca , or frontal mark, is made in a peculiar manner, with red sandal, and 
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the necklace should be of crystal: these are their chief peculiarities : besides which, they eat one meal without salt on every 
Sunday, and each sankrdnti or the sun’s entrance into a sign of the zodiac : they cannot eat either until they have beheld the sun, 
so that it is fortunate that they inhabit his native regions.”* Of course, every Brahmana worships the sun daily at his 
Sandhyd, and no good Hindu performs a religious rite in which the sun does not obtain his share of mantras or offerings; but 
that is quite distinct from initiation into the mantra of the sun, and the acceptance of that divinity as the god elect for one’s 
salvation. In this latter sense, the worship of the sun has all but completely ceased for near a thousand years, and no great 
temple has been dedicated to him within the last six hundred years. The Black Pagoda of Konarak was designed for him about 
the middle of the thirteenth century, but only to replace an older one which had become dilapidated. The new structure, 
however, fell down before it was consecrated, and was never rebuilt. In the Puri enclosure, there is a small temple 
containing an insignificant small figure of the sun, which is said to have been intended for the Konarak temple; but it is said 
to be the old one whose temple was being rebuilt and not a new one, and there is nothing to show that when it was made, 
the sun was received by any large number of persons as the deity for their salvation. The Kapila Safihita praises the 
worship of the sun as a means of curing diseases, and the Kon&rak sun enjoyed its celebrity, because it had cured a prince 
of leprosy. The temple at Gwalior enjoyed the same credit, and other temples elsewhere likewise depend for their celebrity 
on their healing powers. The temple of Martanda at Kashmir is perhaps the largest ancient temple of the sun extant; 
it dates from the beginning of the sixth century of the Christian era,- and at the time of its foundation, heliolatry might have 
been more current than in subsequent years, but the Rdjataranginf, which inotices t, says nothing in favour of such a 
theory; the princes of the time, such as Gonardya and his immediate predecessors and successors, being described as 
S'aivas. 

The worshippers of Ganes'a occupy even a more insignificant place in the Hindu community than the S'auras. According 
to Wilson, they u can scarcely be considered as a distinct sect: all the Hindus, in fact, worship this deity 
as the obviator of difficulties and impediments, and never commence any work, or set off on a 
journey, without invoking his protection. Some, however, pay him more particular devotion than the rest, and these are 
the only persons to whom the classification may be considered applicable. Ganes'a, however, it is believed, is never 
exclusively venerated, and the worship, when it is paid, is addressed to some of his forms, particularly those of Vakratunda and 
Dhuydirdja.”^ In Orissa, Darpana is the only place which is specially devoted to Ganes'a : there in a wild spot on a low hill 
a small waterfall and an insignificant temple are the objects of respect; but they never acquired any celebrity, and are generally 
looked upon with indifference. They are evidently of very modem date, as the Kapila Sanhitd and other local legends have 
nothing to say about them. No Uriyd accepts the mantra of Ganes'a as the means of his salvation, and the god is every¬ 
where looked upon as a subordinate individual, presiding over the department of learning and prosperity, but not a saviour. 
It should be added, however, that the festival of Ganes'a-chaturthi is observed more scrupulously by the Uriyds on the fourth 
of the wane in the month of Bliadra than by the Bengalis. The offerings at this festival are made on a pot of water which is 
placed in front of the worshipper, and not to any image, for it must be said to the credit of the Uriy&s that, unlike the 
Bengalis, they do not, at their different fasts arid festivals, make any image of clay for adoration for the occasion, and 
temporary clay images are all but unknown in their part of the country, the demand for such objects being confined to 
the small floating Bengali population. 
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Abhiras, .Blankets made by. the, $0 

Abraham, Oath administered by, Form of oath used by, 66 

'4bul Fazl, list of Orissan Mahals, 4, an important historian of Orissa, IX > 

£\$i- Said Abul Khair, a Sufi writer, 156 

Abyssinians, ^fhe, 22 

Acanthus, Greek treatment of the, 49 " ' 

Acaranians, their skill in the use of the pellet'-bow, 121, excelled the Adha?an9 
in the use of the sling, 121 > 

Achseans, Use of the pellet-bow by tihfr, 121 ' 

A'eh ary as, employed in making dresses for idols hi Bengal-, 83 

Achilles, Nude statue of, 88; Curricle ©f, HonuY -on the‘curricle V, 130> 

• Shield of, Folds on the shield of, 124 V* 

Acland, Rev. F., Popular Account of tl^e Manners and. Customs of India,>12, 
72, Iron Scale armour in Udayagiri sculpthrbs, 82 
Acropolis, Direction of the temples on the, 33, Nude figuYes preserved in the, 
temple, The Statue of Minerva in th<^ 61 •* ' 

Adamas, same as Cocila and Brahmani river, 6 * * \ 

Adhikhanga, a kind of Hindu made dress, 81. 

Aditi, a goddess of somo importance in the Rig Yeda, 146 

Aditya, Hymns addressed to, 151, Objections to the identification of Vishnu. 

with, 150; Name of Surya,.151 
2Egina, Collection of statues of, 55 ' * ‘ 

jEginetan School of Art, its characteristics, 55 
Affghan architecture-not affected by English intercourse, 16 
Africa, Earliest buildings of, are rectangular, 27 
Agastya, Bottles of leather mentioned by, in the Rig Veda, 111 


Aghoris, a sect of the S ivites, 133 

Agn&yi, wife of Agni, 146 ^ 

Agni-astra or ancient Indian fire-arm, 121 ‘ x ' 

Agni invoked to repel enemies like a coat of mail, 125, Female eriergy of, ndt 
worshipped, 146, invoked to appear mounted on a courser, 127, compared * 
with iron-walled cities of Asuras, 121, one of the three gods of ^ ancient 

India, 151 ' \ 

Agni Purina, on the materials for bows, 113, on the attitudes proper when 
using tlio bow, 120, on the .virtues of a good bow, 118, on the classification 
of weapons, 117, on the materials for an umbrella, 108, on the material, &c. 
for arrows, 120, on the form and use of the lasso, 123, on the ground-plans 
of buildings, 27, on ribbed domes, 29, on the thickness of walls, 27, 41, on 
the distinction between a dhvaja and a pat&ka, 126, on the size of bricks, 35 
Agra, Material of the Fort at, 35, 68, Wooden gate at, 37, Gates of Somanatba 
deposited at, 36, Mud and mat hovels in; Indications of thatched but 
models in, 22, Diwan i khas at, 36 

Ain i Akbari, Orissa in the, 11, Names of Mahals in Orissa in the, 4 
Aitareya Brahman a, on Rudra, 152, on the pre-eminence of Vishnu, 150, 
Anecdote of Ajigarta in the, 89 

Ajanta Caves, Naked figures in the, GO, their style similar to those of Karli, 
23, Frescoes of the, 77, Figures of hermits in tbb, 83 
Ajax, Homer on the shield of, 124 
Ajigarta, the hermit lives with his family in a wood, 89 
Akas'amukhi, a sect of the Sivites, 138 
Akbarnamah, Orissa in the, 11 
Alabela, a variety of conch-shell, 115 
' Alamgirnaraah, Orissa in the, 11 

Allahabad, Mixed 'and transitional styles of temples in, 30, Material of the 
Fort at, 68, Vaishnava Gupta Raj6s at, 136 
Alla-uddin Hussain, founder of the Bahminy dynasty, 22 



Alexander, Invasion'of, 16, Glass Coffin of, 111, Influence of tlio conquest of, 
on Indian art, 72, Greek artists under, hi India, 15, Architecture in India, 
after the invasion of, 23, Stylo of combing tho hair, 94, Receives steel from 
%' Porus, 119, ^fye companions of, noticed ike Dhuti among the Indians, 81, 
adapts an Asiatic dress, 82 
Alexandria, Clement of, 90 . ' 

Alton’s Essay on Ta^te, Quotations from, 40 

Alti Hills, Granitiferous Gneiss used for statuary on the, 35 

Am, a term of great antiquity for mother, 146 

‘Amara Sinha, on the Different kinds of ornaments, 97, on tho names of 
A covered waggons, 133, on the names of cars, 132, on different kinds of 
shoes, 96, on Sanskrit words for a tailor, 83, on the number of charioteers, 
&c., in a battalion, 133, on tho weight of a Nishka, 20 
'Amaravati, Corfec$ name of, 77, Occurrence of a comb in tho sculptures of, 94, 
Chain-mailed figure in, 125, rails, resemblance of the figures on, to those 
of the Sfinclii gateways, 78, Nature of tho bas-reliefs of, 57, Sowed dross in 
sculptures of, 82, Human figures in the topes of, 77, Caps and turbans in 
the sculptures of, 94 

Amazons, Horcules and Theseus fighting with the, 66 
America, Earliest buildings of, are rectangular, 27 
American Episcopal Ohurch, Fastidiousness of the, 154 
Amone, a term of great.antiquity for mother, 146 
Ampelus and Bacchus, at La Strota, 76 
Amriti, a small water vessel, 110 
Ainukta, non-missilo arms, 117 
Ariaita, Astoretli offering a vow to, 146 
Aixinga Bhima Deva introducedBhakti system in Puri, 137 
Anant'a-Vasudeva, Temple of, 80, N M&surements of the temple of, 41 
^Ananta,\the sempiternal divinity,\92 
Ancient remains wanting in India, reasons for, 15 
'Aridhaka,' ahecdote of Dasaratha and,* 91 
Andromeda and Perseus, Group pf, by Benvenuto Cellini, 54 
Anga-pHha, a kind of ottoman, 104 
Angarakha, a Hindu jacket, 84 

Angelo; Michael, Monster head in the Last Judgment of, 54 
Angia, a form of modem Hiudu made-dress, 84 
Angika, a kind of Hindu made-dress, 84 
j Angirasa, Wives of, 140 

Anguk; the standard measure for carpenter’s work, 102 
Animai life, Representations-of, in Orissan temples, 50 . 

Ankusa, a goad foi’.an elephant, 134 

Anthropomorphism among the gods, 143 

Antiquities of Orissa, General Observations on the, 13 et seq. 

Antiquity of Indian Architecture, Argument on the, 14 
Anutarshana, a vessel for serving out wine, 110 
Anuvinda went to battle on an elephant, 127 
Apamanyat u described as seated on a golden seat, 104 
Aparajita-pracbchha, 25 

Apastambha, S&mayacharika Dharma Sutra of, 86 
Aphrodite, the female principle in creation analogous to May6, 147 
Apollo, of Bernini, 43, 76, GO, Belvedere, Statue of, 49 
Apollqnios, Sirens as described by, 53 
Apris’; Hymn to the, 78 

Apsley House, Memorial statue to the west of, 88 
Arabs, Obscene form of oath among the, 66 
Arabshah, Proverb on the Indian sword in, 119 
I Arch, Flying, of Khorasabad, 18 
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Arched Gateway or torana in Ayodhyn, 20 

Arches, The Orissan architects'ignorant of the principles of true, 30, Substitutes 
°£ ky gradual projections, 31, Flying, not in As'oka buildings, 18 
Architecture, Indian, 13, Antiquity of 13, The end of, is to build well, 39, 
Eemains, Indian, Absence of early, 13, Seven Lamps of, 74, Classification 
of, 24, Details of, 39 et seg/. Conventionalism in, 23, Sanskrit works on, 
25. 

Ardhanaris'vara, the androgynous figure of Um& and Budra, 147 
Araf, a class of Sufis, 156 
. Arhata, advocate of Madhyamika Doctrines, 9 
Aristophanes, on the parasol, 107 

Arjuna overcomes Maya, 23, Arjuna’a flag, Device of a monkey on, 126, had 
Krishna for his S&rathi, 133 
Arka Kshetra, Origin of, 10 

Armour, for the body, not represented in BhuvanesVara bas-reliefs, 125, for 
horses, 129, for the head, in ancient Hindu sculptures, 124 
Arms, Offensive, in ancient sculptures, 117, Hindu classification of, 117, Defen¬ 
sive, 124 

Arn& Gao vide Gaur. 

Arracan Coast, the Golden Chersonese of the Grecian writers, 0 
Arrian s Periplus of the Erythrian Sea, Extent of, 6, on the use of foreign wine 
in India, 117, on different kinds of snaffles, 128, on Indian cotton, 80, 
on porcelain, 111 

Arrows, Forms of ancient, in the Big Veda, 119, Shape, size and material 
for, 120 

Artemis, the fomale principle in creation analogous to Maya, 147 
Arunavahu, The triple manifestations of the god, 150 

Aryans, Architecture when first studied by the, 13, The Grecians as a nation 
were, 14, Orissa well-known to the Indian, 8, Objection to the Origin 
of Sivaism among the, 136 
As'ani, a name of Budra, 144, As'ani vide Vajra. 

AVan, young shoots of the, use for dress, 87 
Ashta-dhatu, an alloy of eight metals much prized, 67 
Ashta-matrikas, counterpart of the Virgin with the Child, 147 
Ashur, The creator and the sun typified in, 143 

Asia, Aryans from the plateau of Central, Antiquity of the architecture of, 14 
Asiatic Society, Journal of the, vide Journal j Sankrit MSS. on Architecture in 
the Library of the, 25 
As'makas, Effects of eclipses on the, 7 

As'oka, Cylindrical shafts of the Lfits of, 45, No authentic remains of the 
temples of, 23, Stone architecture of India commences with the age of, 13, 
Pillars, the oldest architectural remains, 13, Pillars of, described 15," 16,* 
Pillars not in Egyptian style, 17, Buddhist religion prevailed in Orissa 
long before the edicts of, 136, Excavations and emotions of the time of, 23, 
Published his edicts in Kalinga, 5, 7, Art of building in the time of, 15 
As'oka leaves, frequently represented on Orissan finials, 49 
As'oka Saptami, Observances on the, 49 
Assam, Lion sacred to Bhagavati in, 50 
Assos, Eude drapery of the sculptures in the temple at, 01 
Assyria, Nagakanyas allied to the mermaids of, 43, Number of persons using a 
chariot of, 130, Likeness of Indian architecture to that of, 17, Cheveron 
moulding from, 17, Towers of, 17, Palaces of, 27, Art in Orissa more 
developed than in, 57, Fort from, 18, Flat roof of, 18, Architecture of, 56, 
Buildings of the Monarchs of, 15, Doors of, unliko Indian ones, 18, Cornice 
of, like the Indian supported on corbels, 18, Harness of, 129, Phallic 
idea pervading the religion of, 145, Palaces, Lion and Colossal figured 
gateways of, 34, Check moulding from, 17, School of Art of, 56, Patera 
from, 17, Interlacing circular moulding from 17,16, Far behind the Greeks 
in carving human figures, 50 

Asta Mountain, Chdmar from the hair of the cattle on the, 108 
Astarte, the female principle in creation analogous to May&, 147 
Astin, the Hindu word for the sleeve, 84 
Astoreth, Meaning of the term, 146 

Asuras, On the gold and jewels of the, 97, the aboriginal Phallic worshippers, 137 
As'valayana, on the use of bovine leather for shoes, 97 
As'vattha, Gifts of, to Payu, 79 
As'vini, wife of the As'vins, 146 

As'vins, with ornaments, 97, blow the conch-shell to claim their share of the 
booty, 126, bring in viands on many steeds, make Pedu mount a swift 
charger, 127 

Asymandias at Thebes, The colossal statue of, 88, No drapery on colossal figures 
of, 61 


Atgarh, a mehal in the tributary hill states of Katak, 5, Occurrence of ocherous 
sandstone at, 35 

Atharva Veda, Ushnis or the turban in the, 94 

Attha Sila, Ordinances of, 91 

Ath£n6, Direction of the temples consecrated to, 33 

Athens, Drapery on the seated Minerva at, 61 

Attica, Direction of the temples in, 33 

Atreya, Wives of, 140 

Atri, roasted in a machine room, 21 

Attanagula Wansa, Translation of, 90 

Augsburg, Black divinities in the Cathedral at, 147 

Augustus, Joined eye-brows of, 59 

Aul Kela, a mehal in Katak, 5 

Avadanas, Female mendicants in the, 90 

Avadhutas, a sect of the S'ivaites, 138 

Avanti Kau^la, a pari of Skan$a Parana, 9 

Ayodhya, Description of the metropolis of, 19, Assembly hall in, 20 


Baal, The Creator and the sun typified in, 143 
Baber Shah, Abundance of rhinoceros in India in the time of, 7 
Babylon, Palaces of, are rectangular, 27 
Babylonians, Phallic idea pervading the cult of the, 145 
Bacchus, Amatory position of, 60, The creator and the sun typified in, 143 
of the East, Baladeva the, 70 Ampelus and, at La Strofca, 70 
Bactria, Duration of Greek dominion in, 16 
Bactrian Greeks, Indians learn architecture from the, 14 
Bactro-Grecian origin of Hindu Architecture, the theory of, untenable, 20 
Bahmanbhumi, 5 

Bahminy dynasty, Allauddin Hassan, founder of tho, 22 
Bahusodari, a Bauddha goddess, 90 
Bahvricha Grihya Paris'ishta, 138 

Baital Devi, Clothes of variegated pattern in the temple of, 80 
Baker, Major, on the Bactrian figure of Buddha, 68 

Bakou, Hermits on the other side of, 89 [leaves, ornaments for, 71 

Baladeva, the Stacy Silenus compared to the figure of, 70, Crowns of flowers, 
Balakhilyas, names of rishis, who sought tho abode of Vishnu to protect them¬ 
selves from a dislocated member of S'iva, 140 
Balasore, 5, Buddhist remains in, 13 
Balconies, Lofty, in Nala’s story, 19, at BijSpur, 22 
Balfour, Professor J. H., supposes cotton to bo indigenous in India, 79 
Balhika, country identified with Balkh, 9 
Balhika, a sort of highly prized horse from Balkh, 127 
Balikothi, a mahal in Orissa, 5 
Balishahi, a mahal in Orissa, 4 
Bana, an Asura, devotee of S'iva, 139 
Bandmandi near Biripadda, 4 
Banduhesh, Account of the fall of man in the, 142 
Bangles, in ancient India, 98 
Banja, a mahal in Katak, 5 
Bansdiha, a mahal of Orissa, 4 
Barah, the vulgar name of Dawar Sorbhum, 5 
Baranes, Piliyuke the king of, 90 
BarisA, a mahal in Bhadrak, 5 
Basai Dewarmar, a mahal in Katak, 5 
Basement of temples, 41 
Bastar, a mehal in Orissa, 4 
Battering-rams not seen in Sfinchi bas-reliefs, 121 
Battle-axe, Illustrations of, in ancient sculptures, 122 
Battlements, on the part of the Puri wall rebuilt by the Maharattas, 42 
Bauddhas, 64, Sankara comes in contact with the, 9 
Bazar, a inalial in Orissa, 4 
Beames, J., on the derivation of the word Orissa, 3 
Beard, in ancient India, 95 

Beatian, on the symbolism of peculiar coloured umbrellas, 107 
Beauty, tho Fourth Lamp of Buskin’s Canons, 73 
Bedsteads, of ancient India, 101 
Behar, Earliest caves of, 5, 7, 13,17, 22, 24, 67 

Benares, Situation of the temple of VisWvara at, 24,40, mud and mat. hovels 
m, Balconies in, 22, temples, Eelative proportions of, 28, Mixed and transi- 
ional styles of temples in, 30, Primitive-temples of, 29, Typical, temple, 
compared with that of Orissa, 29, Cornices of temples and houses at, 45. 
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Benatiyd, a sept of Or Chasas, 4 * 

Bences, in ancient India, 104, with backs and arm-res,ts, 105 
Benfey, Interpretation of a passage of. the Rig. V'eda by, 150 ^ 

Bengali, Coast of, 6, Temple of Kali in, 22, Diwany of, 5, Bhadrasana common 
in, 28, Large stones not chiselled in, 15 * 

Bengali lemple compared with those of Orissa, 30, An order v of northern 
Hindu architecture, 24 * 

Bernini, Apollo and Daphne of 43, 76 . ' * 

Bermul Pass, the western boundary of Orissa, 5 * ' 

Bernoulli’s work on Indi?*, Orissa in, 12 
Betel boxes, OccurrenOe of, in early India, 106 
Beuld, M., on Niuevite sculptures, 56 
Bhadrak, mehals : in the Sircar of, 4, 5 
Bhadrasana, ve’ry like the Roman compluvium, 28 
Bhagadatta, distinguished for his elephant, 127 
Bkagalpur } Situation of a Temple near, 7, 40 
Bliagava^igitd, Bhakti system in the, 154, 156 

Bhagf^yata Purana, on the worship of Bhava, 3, 137, Crowns of wild flowers 
mentioned in the, 70, Mystical poetry of the, 154 
BJ .agavati, Measurements of the temple of, 41, Typical pitchers on the pillars 
of,. 44, Lion sacred to, 50, Style of pilasters in the temple of, 43, Measure- 
k ments of do. 44, Weather moulding in the back frame of the statue of, 48 
Bhagirathi, 6 

Bhakti, Authors on, 155, first promulgated in the Bhagavadgita, 154, circulated 
• by Nimbaraka, 155, system of Chaitanya in Puri, 157 
Bhdndava sacrifice, 65 

Blianynagar vide Bhynagara > 

Bkaradvaja, Holy places of Orissa described by, 10 * 

Bharata worships the slippers of Rama, 95, 96, The continent of, 10 
Bharata Majlika, Ankle boots noticed'by, 96 ■ • • 

Bliatatpura, Thatched huts in the Palace of, 22 s 

' Bhargava, Wives of, 140 
Bhaskara Ach&rya, on Bhakti, 155 

Bhava, a name of Rudra, 144 , 

Bhavanicharana Bandyopadhyaya’s History of Puri, 11 
Bheels, Dye stuffs in use amongst the, 81 
Bhijuagara, a mahal in Katak, 5 

Bhilsa Topes, Sculptures in the, 91, Naked figures in the, 60, Carvings made ‘ 
, after the completion of the building of the, 67 
Bbima encounters the Paundras, 7, keeps* his promise by sucking the lift} blood 
of Dussasana, 92 ' 

Bhisbma’s flag, Device of a palm tree on, 126 \ i 

Bhogaman^apa, or refectory, an addition to tho temples of Orissa, 33, of Puri 
erected with materials from Konarak, 42, 45 
Bhogamandir, vide Bliogamagdapa 
Bhograf, a mahal in Orissa, 4 

Bhoja Raji of Dhar, author of Raja Marian da, 2, 28, of Yuktikalpataru, 108 
Bhrigu, Curse of, to Siva; 140 \ . 

Bhumiyas of Chutia Nagp^ra, 4 • ' 

Bhutanese architecture, not affected by English tjiste, 16 
Bhuvanes'vara, the greatest seat of Sivaism in Orissa, 148, in Brahma Purana, 

9, 45, Thq omhlem of the male principle alone represented at, 147, sculp¬ 
tures like those of Sdnclri gateways, 68, 87, or Padma Kshetra, 10, Bud¬ 
dhist remains near, 13, Projection^ improved into, distinct pilasters in the 
temples of, 30, Carvings on walls at, 40, Small doors in the temples of, 
34, Measurements of the Jagomahkn At, 44, Stylobates in the great tower 
of, 42, 65, Interlacing moulding of, 17, Enclosing wall in, capped witli a 
simple copjng, 33, •Date of the Gre&t Tower of, 31, Temple chamber in 
the f^nes of, 30 

Bijapiir, curvilinear roofs in, 14, Architecture of, 22 
Birabhuma, 7. 

Biripadda, a mahal in Orissa, 14 

Birmingham, Sultanganj Buddha deposited at, is wrongly attributed to artists 
of, 7(^ \ 

Bishenpur, 4 

Black Pagoda, Ornamental cornice of the, 45, Granitiferous gneiss used for 
^ some statues of the, 35 \ ' 

Blandford, Mr. W. T., on the occurrence of Laterite 'in Orissa, 34 
Boars, Meat of wild, formerly used by the Hindus, 48, as pateras in' OrissanX 
architecture, # 48 » ’ , 

Boat, with machinery in the Mahabharata, 116, Description of ancient Indian* 
95, in early Indian sculptures, 115 
41 * 


, \ 
V 


Bologna, Giovanni da, Allegpty of Mataury by, 54 
Bones, Removal of/from foundations of buildings ,*38 \ ^ ♦ \ 

Bookstands, iirithe Mil^tesVara temple, 105 \ 

Boorhanpur, Balconies at, 22 - \ 

\Boots at^Vdayagirij 82, high, occurrence of, in Amaravati figures, 82^_figures'A 
^ of ancient Indian, 96, and shoes, in ancient India, 95 \ • ^ 

Borassus flabelliformis, leaves of, 107 ,* * x v 

Bosari, three meanings of the term, 6, 7 ^ ' v 

Bos gourus, indicus, 7 
Bosses, in Orissan architecture, 48 
Botta, on Assyrian sculpture, 18 
Bottles of leather, 112 

Bow, in ancient India, Materials of, 118, Attitudo in drawing the, 120 , 

Bowls, figures of large, 110 

Bracelets, in ancient India, 98 

Brackets, in Orissan architecture, 48 

Brahmacharis, a sect of the S'ivaites, 138 

Brahma, represented with four heads, 51, Multiplicity of hands of, 54, Ty- 
phoeus more monstrous than the four-headed, 53, god of tho Yaisyas, 
141, on the top of tho umbilical cord of Vishnu, 64, Days of, 11 
Brahma Purana, Bhuvanes'vara in the, 3, 5*, 9 
Brahmana, a kind of earth fit for building, 37,157 
Brahmana-Sarvasva, 157 

Brahmagi, identified with the Cocila, 6, The river, 4 

Brahmavaivarta Purana, Description of Vishnu’s chariot in the, 131 

Br&hmin, Copy of a drawing by a, 51 

Brafya Ks^atriya of Manu, 135 

Briareos, one of the sons of Uranos, 53 

Bridle, 12 s V 

Brihat Sanhita^on the Yak Chauri, 109, on the size of bedstoads, 102, on 
feathers for umbrella, 108, on the use, &c. of tho sword, 122, on tho 
woods appropriato for bedsteads, 101 
Brija Kishore Ghoso, History of Puri, 12 
Briskasana, a throne for S'iva, 103 
Briseis, Joined eye-brows of, 59 
British Museum, Statues from Miletus in the, 61 
Brocade or gold cloth in the Vedas, 79 
Brocaded forage caps in ancient India, 95 
Bronze arms, Use of, in historic ago, 117 
Brown’s Darveshes, 155, 156, 157 
Browne, Sir T., 1 • 

Bruton’s Travels, Orissa in, 12 
Bucephalus, City built to the memory of, 16 
Buckles for horse-trappings, 128 

Buddha Gaya, Date of the Buddhist railings at, 82, Temples of, similar to 
Hindu temples, 24, Windows in the upper chamber of the tower of tho 
' temple, of, 31, Buddhist’rail posts from, 81 
Buddhism, Rise of, 9, in ancient bas-reliefs, 135 
Buddhist, a class of architectural structure, 24 
vJBtigri, a mahal in Orissa? 4 , • 

Buhler’s Apastamtya Sfitra, 86 \ 

Building, Art of, before the time of As'oka, 15, Season for, 37, Ground' fit for, 

37 

Bunsen, Chevalier, on Buddhist persecutions, 8 
Burang, a mahal in Katak, 5 

Burmah, Forms of Buddhist structure in, 24, Dates of the Dehgopas of, 27, 
Architecture of, not affected by English taste, 6, 16, an order of Buddhist - 
architecture, 24 

Burnell, A. C., Transcripts of Sanskrit works on architecture procured 
by, 25 

Buskins, occurrence of, in Amaravati figures, 82 


Cabul, Figure of Buddha found at, 68 
Cakes in Muktes'vara sculptures,' 116 
CalanuSj’the gymnophist, Parable of, 1G 
Calcutta, Mud and mat hovels in, 22 
Calotropis gi^antea, kjibre of, used for the lasso, 123 
Cano moras, Occurrence of, in early sculptures, 104 
\CJannabis»sativa* Fibre of, used for bow-strings, 118 
Caps and turbans,, in ancient/sculptures, 94 
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Capota ornament, not met with in Orissan temples, 42 

Carey, Editor of the E6m&yana, 20 

Carlyle, on the nakedness of sculptured figures, 88 

Carnatic, Fine muslin from, 80 

Carpenters’ work, standard measure for, 102 

Car ring in situ, on Orissan temples, 67 

Caryatides, not to he found in Orissa, 44 

Caslimir, shawls'of, in ancient India, 79 

Caskmirian, a class of Indian architecture, 24 

Caspian Sea, hermits on the shores of the, 89 

Castanets in early Indian sculptures, 114 

Cas'yapa, an architectural work noticed by Rdma Raz, 25 

Catapults, in ancient India, 121 

Caves of Western Ghauts, 22 

Cellini, Benvenuto, magnificent group of Perseus by, 54 
Centaurs, Conception of the Greek artists, 48, forms of the, 58 
Cere, tho female principle in creation analogous to M&ya, 147, counterpart of 
Kali, 147 

Ceylon, Princess of, wrecked on the Orissan coast, 7, Buddhist remains in, 24 
Chadars, Occurrence of, in ancient India, 71 

Chaitanya, Bhakti system popularised by, 155, 150, Vaishnavas of the, Sam- 
pradaya, 149, Bhakti system of, now current in Orissa, 157, converts Pra- 
tapa lludra, 157 

Chaitapya Charitamrita, Bhakti system in the, 156 
Chain-mail, Figure dressed in, in Amaravati, 125 
Chairs, figures of, in ancient sculptures, 104, 105, 106 
Chamara, occurrence of, in early sculptures, 108, 109 
Cli&mpd, Bhdgulpura, 7 
Chandernagar, Curvilinear roofs in, 22 

Cliand, Story of Hemvati in, G5, Helmet mentioned in the poems of, 125 
Chandalas, Bones of, injurious to buildings, 38 
Chandrasekhara Bdnurji, 4 

Chapkans, Occurrence of, in ancient sculptures, 71 
Chariots, Description of the oldest, drawing of, 129 
Charioteers, of Egypt were persons of rank, 133 
Charjama, 8 

Charles II., statue of, 88 
Chasaka, a kind of drinking cup, 110 
Chaturdola, in ancient India, 134 
Chatisgurh, Dasaranya in, 6 
Chaturmasya Ydga, 14 
Chaubiskat, a mahgl in Katak, 5 
Chedi, father of Kasu, 125 
Chelsea Hospital, statue in tho, 88 
Chersonese, the Golden, 6 
Chevrons, from San chi, 17 
Chignons in early India, 93 

Chilka Lake, in the southern limit of the Uriyd dialect, 5 
Chin in Orissan figures, 59 

China silk, Flags of, in the Kumara Sambliava, 126 

Chinese, Serpent gods in, books, 43, (the) are particular in the use of 
colours, 81 

Chiton, Made dress of the .Amaravati figures not like the, 82 
Chlamys, Made dress of the Amaravati figures not like the, 82 
Chlorite, Occurrence of, in Balasore, 35 

Chola, a short boddice, the Hindu word for the torso, a kind of Hindu made- 
dress, 84 

Cholaka, the Sanskrit for a breast-plate, a kind of Hindu made-dress, 84 
Choramantjala, vide Coromandel 
Churn in ancient India, 112 

Chutia N&gpura, identified with Desarene or Dasdranya, 6, 7, 24 
Circars, Northern, see Katak and Madras 

Cities, in Rig Veda, 21, of Dasyus, Indra overthrew ninety-nine, 21, Iron-wall¬ 
ed, of the As'uras, 21, of Sambara made of stone, 22 
Clanmacnoise Annalists, 81 

Clarke, Dr. Adam, on the Gitagovinda of Jayadova, 154 

Clement, of Alexandria, 90 

Clito, the sculptor, 50 

Cloth, in sculpture, 80 

Clubs, Forms of, in ancient India, 122 

Cnidos, Nude Venus at, 65 


Cnidian Venus, Satyr the finest work of the author of the, 58 
Coat of Arms, in Orissan architecture, 48 
Coeila, the, identified with the j?J&hmani rivet, 6 
Coiffure, in ancient India, 92 
Cole, 3 

Colehrooke, Essays by, in the Asiatic Researches, 146, on the site of Kalinga, 6 

Colingo, a part of Bengal coast, 6 

Collar, Idea of, derived from a bullock’s hump, 120 

Colour, in Orissan Sculptures, 65 

Columnar Ordinance of the Uriyas, 44 

Combs, Occurrence of, in ancient sculptures, 94 

Comorin, Cape, 6 

Conch-shell, in early India, 114, Varieties of the, 115, conimonly used in 
war, 127 

Corinthian style, Tracesof, wanting in As'oka pillars, 16 

Cornice, in Orissan architecture, 45 v. 

Coronets, in ancient India, 98 ' v 

Coromandel Coast, pearls fished in the, 100 

Coronets, 98 

Cottas, 53 

Cotton and wool, in ancient India, 79 
Cottos, one of the sons of Uranos, 53 
Courier bag, in ancient sculpture, 112 
Crests, Foliated, in Orissan architecture, 48 
Cromlechs, belong to no style of architecture, 16 
Crotalaria juncea, Fibre of, use for bow strings, 118 
Crowns, in ancient India, 98 

Crystal, Vessels made of, in early India, 111, Palace, Modem statues in 
the, 88 

Csoma’s Analysis of the Gy at, 148 
Cucurbitaeea, scroll work of thick succulent, 46 
Cuirasses, Attendants of Kasu wore leather, 125 

Cunningham, Major General A., Proportions of temples of different classes ac¬ 
cording to, 28, Essay on Arian order of architecture, 45, on a nude female 
figure, at Mathurd, 59, Orissa in the Bhilsa Topes of, 12, on the floral 
ornaments, on the Mathura Silenus, 70, Oblong shields noticed by, 124, 
on stars and crosses, in ancient Hindu flags, 126, on the works of Baetro- 
Greek sculptors in India, 71, Remarks on ascetics in the Sanchi sculptures, 
91, on the supposed Sanchi Dasyus of Fergusson, 89, explanation of certain 
utensils in the Sanchi sculptures, 89, on the nationality of Col. Stacy’s 
Silenus, 61 

Cupid, with a pair of hands and a pair of wings like the four-handed Vishnu, 53 
Curtius, Quintus, on the employment of women in domestic occupation, 112, 
on the Naracha or heavy arrows of the Hindus, 120 
Cushion, stuffed, in early India, 105 
Cuttack and Madras, tract of land between, 2, 4, 6 
Cuttack, 149, Buddhist remains in, 13, no chlorite in, 35 
Cybele, the female principle in creation analogous to Maya, counterpart of 
Kali, 147 

Cymbals, in early Indian sculptures, 114 

D 

Dsedalian School of Art, 54, 57 

Daedalus, First style of Etruscan art inferior to that of, 55 
D’Alwis’ translation of the Atlianagula Wansa, 99, do. of the Buddhist text 
of Das'aratha Jataka, 91 
D’Anville’s Map, Orissa in, 12 
Daggers, in Orissan and Sanchi bas-reliefs, 123 
Dahi Kalasd, 4 
Dahomey, 16 

Dakshindik, a mahal in Katak, 5 
Dakshinavarta, a kind of conch* shell, 114 

Dalton, Col. C. T. on the sense of decency among the hill tribes, 87, Descrip¬ 
tive Ethnology of Bengal, 135 
Dalbergia sisu, and ougeinensis suited for bedsteads, 101 
Daman, the Hindi word for skirts, 84 
Danadharma, on the giving away of a white umbrella, 107 
Dandapat, a Sircar of Orissa, 5 
Darujis, a sect of S'ivaites, 138 
Dandayata, posture in drawing the bow, 121 
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Daphne of Bernini, conception of the, 43, 7G 
Darpana or Vinayaka Kshotra, 10 
Darpana, Temple of Ganes'a at, 1G8 
Das'aranya, 6 
Dasaron, vide Mahanadi 

Das'aratha, Palace of, 13, Cave, 14, King of Ayodhyd, 19, Maya builds a 
palace for, 25, presents ten thousand pieces of gold, 20, Evidence of money 
in the age of, 21, Buddhist anecdote of, 91, exceptional nature of the 
doors of the caves of, 17 
Das'namis, a sect of Si'vaites, 138 

Dasya, a stage of servitude previous to the attainment of beatitude, 155, 
allied to the Sufi Nasut, 156 

Das'yus, features of the, Origin of the term, 92, the aboriginal Phallic worship¬ 
pers, 137, the supposed, of Mr. Fergusson, 87 
Daud, the pretender, II 
David, Mystic allegory of the prophet, 154 
Davis’ Carthaginian Inscriptions, 14G 
Dawara Shorbhum, a mahal in Orissa, 5 
Deccan, Proof of Hindu stone architecture in, 22 
Decanters for Wine, Early Indian forms of, 110 
Decoration, included in Buskin’s Lamp of Beauty, 73 
Defensive arms of the ancient Hindus, 124 

Dehgopas of Burma, being cinerary monuments are not rectangular, 27 
Delhi, Material of the buildings of, 35, models of mud and mat hovels in 
the palace of, 22, Pali and Orissa Pali identical, 8, 7, Mottled red sand¬ 
stone used in the fort at, 68 

DeQuincy, on the importance of fiction in resemblance, 75 

Derby, Lord, translation of the term bopis in Homer by, 59 

Devi Purina, Decorations of the car of Durga in the, 131 

DeWette, Opinion of, on the Song of Songs, 157 

Dewul, Orissan name for Vimana, 32 

Dhala, a variety of conch shell, 115 

Dhanesh, a clan of Hindu tailors, 84 

Dharma, Yudhisthira the son of, 19 

Dhamnagar, Fort of, in Bhadrak, 5 

Dhanur Yeda, a subsidiary Veda, on the use of arms, 118 

Dhrittarashtra, anecdote about the cause of the blindness of, 95 

Dhundiraja, a form of Ganes'a, 138 

Dhuti, occurrence of, in ancient India, 71 

Dhvaja, 126 

Diana of the Ephesians, a counterpart of Kali, the female principle in creation 
analogous to Maya, 147 
Didymus, a scholiast of Homer, 59 

Diodorus Siculus, on the bridge over the Euphrates, 30, on Egyptian 
statues, 55 

Dionysius, the Creator and the sun typified in, 143 

Diosperos glutinos, suited for bedsteads, 101 

Dipawanso, Glass pinnacle mentioned in the, 101 

Dirghatamas, father of Kakshivat, 5 

Direction of temples how ascertained, 33 

Directions of temples in Orissa, 33 

Discus, an ancient Indian missile, 121 

Divodasa, Cities destroyed for, 21, Khilats to priests by, 79 

Diwan i Khas, Somanath gates in the, at Agra, 36, Kioskat, 22 

Dogs, Asvins compared to, used to ward off injury to the person, 125 

Dor6, Gustave, 47 

Domestic vessels of early India, 101, 109 
Doric style, not evident in As'oka pillars, 16 
Dowlat&bad, capital of the Pathan dynasty, 22 

Draupadi, resolves never to braid her hair, 92, disgraced by the Kurus, 86 
Drapery, Delineation of, in Orissa, 61 

Dress, Importance of, in architectural history, 78, Exact form of the female, 88 
Dresses, presentation of honorary, of Indian origin, 79, Sanskrit names of 
made, 84 

Dressing-cases in early sculptures, 112 
Drink, Nature of, in ancient India, 116 
Drinking vessels in Bhuvanes'vara sculptures, 117 
Drinking wine, early cups and goblets for, 110 
Dronacharya, raises his visor when wounded, 126 
Drum, Beat of, to excite troops to valorous deeds, 126 
Duff’s History of the Marhatta, Khanka in, 122 


Dukula, anecdote of, and Piliyuk, 90 

Dulaure, on the symbolic figure in the festival of Osiris and Iris, 66, abbreviated 
history of different cults, 66 
Dulva, Anecdote of a lewd priestess in the, 86 

Durga, the Purna Sakti or full manifestation, 148, Car of, 131, Briareos, more 
monstrous than the ten -handed, 53, query, as to the most sacred place on 
the earth, 9 

Durgacharya, on the triple m anifestation of the god, 150 
Duryodhana, device of a serpe it on the flag of, 126, went to battle on an ele¬ 
phant, 127 

Dus'hyanta, fisherman in the Sai '.untala receives a present from, 117, Matuli, 
Indra’s Sarathi, advises, 133 
DusVasana insults Draupadi, 92 
Dvaipa, a chariot covered with tigei skins, 132 
Dvaja, large standard, 126 
Dvapara, 11 

Dwelling, Vasishta prays for a three-s oried, 21 
Dye stuff, frequent mention of, by Ma,iu, 81 
Dyeing of cloth, 81. 

E 

Eadghadbach, surname of Eochaidh, king, of-Ireland, 81 

Ear ornaments in ancient India, 98 

Ears in Orissan art, 6Q 

East India Company, Dewany of the, 5 

Edinburgh Review, 81 

Egypt, Pyramids of, are rectangular, 27, Art in Orissa more developed than 
in, 57, Telamones of, not found in Oris, a, 44, Vast structures of, 15, 50, 
Solidity of the architecture of, 41 ' 

Egyptians, 16, Pylon similar to Gopura pilf* *s, 34, far behind the Greeks in 
carving human figures, 50, School of art < ’ the, 55, restricted development 
of architecture and sculpture by rules, 37 rigin of Hindu architecture duo 
to, untenable, 20, Sumptuous dresses of the ancient, 88, edifices copied by 
the Greeks, 14, Harness saddle of the, 127,129, Indian buildings bear no 
evidence of, 17, Phallic idea pervading the cult of the, 145, Different 
colours in use amongst the people of different ranks of, 81, Idea of Phallio 
worship developed amongst the, 142, Ancient, vide Wilkinson. 

Ekarara, Forest of, sacred to S'iva, 10 

Ekamra Chandrika, 10 

Ekdmra Purana, an Upa-Purana, 10 

Elephants, Use of, in Indian warfare, 129, throne, Description of early, 103, 
trappings, nature of, 129, considered equal to chariots in ancient Hindu 
warfare, 127 

Elephanta, Symbolical nature of sculptures at, 51, Guards at gateways not 
common in Orissa, 34 

Elliot, Sir II., on the Banda Yag of Hemavati, 65 
Ellenborough, Lord, Proclamation of, on the Somandtha gate, 37 
Ellora, Bas-reliefs in 57, Origin of the enormous pantheon at, 72, Symbolical 
nature of sculptures at, 67 
Encyclopaedia of Architecture, 72 

Eochaidh, law of, regarding colours to mark the different ranks of the 
people, 81 

Epictatus, Opinion of the Stoic, of nude figures of Phidias, 66 
Ephesians, counterpart of Kali is Diana of the, 147 
Eran, Vaishnava Gupta Bdjas of, 186 
Erythrina indica, 2 

Etruscan School of Art, compared with the Orissan, 55 
Eugenia jambolena, 2 

Euripides, Pull-foot, the Yankee version of the kind of shoe noticed by, 97, Bull¬ 
headed Oceanos according to, 53 

Europe, 16, Aryan accession to parts of, 14, Buildings of, during the middle 
ages, 39, Erroneous impressions on the value of Indian art in, 51, Naga 
Kanyds, allied to the mermaids of, 43 
Eve, the female principle in creation analogous to Maya, 147 
Eyes, in Orissan figures, 59 
Eye-brows, nature of, in Orissan art 59 
Ewald, Opinion of, on the Song of Songs, 157 
Ezekiel, 79 

F 

Fa Hian, on large rathas for carrying Buddhist images, 132, Stupas of As oka 
noticed by, 16, Orissa not visited by, 7, 94 
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False Point, western boundary of Orissa, 5 

Fans, figures of ancient, v 107, palm leaf, in early India, 10,6 * . 

Fatuhat i M$kki, a Sufi work of Muhi-uddin Ali, 156 
Fatulii, the Muhammadan form of waistcoat, 84. 

Feet ornaments'in ancient India, 99 

Female’dress, prevailing character of the, 85 , \ 

Fergusson, X, 12,13,14, 15, 17, 18,22, 23, 24, 30, 39, 40, 41, 43, 45, 82, 85, 
86, 88, 89, 91, 92, 94, 104, 117,124,125,130, 155, 

Ficus glomerata, ribbed dome Tike the fruit of th , 29 

Finials in Orissan architecture, 48 

Fire-anus in ancient India, 121 

Fisus ul Hilcam, a Sufi work, 156 

Flags in ancient Indian sculptures, 126 

Flutes in early Indian sculptures, 114 

Food, Articles of, represented in Orissan sculptures, 116 

Foot, measurement of the, in Orissan figu’ es, 62 

Footstools, in ancient India, 103, forms c ‘ early Indian, 106, of rich patterns, 

^ 105 • • 

Foueaux, Translation of the Thibetan Lalita Vistara by, 59 
Forehead in Orissan sculptures, 58 

Features of Orissan figures, 60,92 ' \ 

Frea, the female principle in creation. malogous' to, M/iya, 147 
Frigga, the* female principle in creation antilogous to May a, % 147 x 

Furniture of ancient India, 141 

Futtehpur Sikri, Models of thatched huts in the palaces of, 22 

G 

Gagnapur, a parganna in Medinipu , 5 
Gaja-sinhasana, a kind of throne, 7 33 
Gal&, narrow neck of Benares te> pies, 42 
Ganapatyas, worshippers of Gan. 'a, 138 

Gandhamadana mountains, Cliamara from the hair of the cattle on the, 
108 

Gandhavati, the, in TJtkala Kshetra, 10 

Gapes'a, god of the S'udras, 141, Followers of, profor to sit facing north, 38, 
Cottas more monstrous than the elapocephalous, 53, represented with the 
head of an elephant, 51, Fast in honor of, Worship of, 158 
Gangd, identified with Gandhavati, 10 
Gangavansa princes, 4 
Gang&pur, 4 5 \ 

Ganges, 6, 10 

Ganjam, 5, 6,' elephant housings from, 80 

Garuda Purana, on the forms of foreheads, 58, Quotations from the, 58, Eye¬ 
brows according to the, 59 

garuda Pur&Qa, 68,59 ^ , 

Garudasana, a throne for "Yialinu, 103 
Gate'ways to Orissan temples, 34 
Gauls, Dwellings of the ancient, 27 

« Gauntlet, the use of, in apcient India, 120, no ancient name for a, 126 
Gaura*the boundary of .Gangavansa dominions, 47, 84 
Gaya, 3 

Genesis, on beards, 95, anecdote of Abraham and the oath of his servant 
in the, 66 

Geneva, black divinities at, 147 
Geological Survey of India, 84, 35 

Gerard, Dr. J. G., Bactrian origin of the figure of Buddha found by, 68 
Germany, Names of places derived from the myth of Rudra in, 145 
Ghagri, in the Mukles 'vara Temples, 83, 84 
Ghata-sinhasana, a kind of throne, 103 
Ghat, 13, 22 

Ghauts* Transition stage of the caves of the western, 13 
denting abounds in Orissa, 36 

Gitqgovin&a’of Jayadeva, 154, read in the temple of Jaganndtha, 157 
Gladwin’s s A'in i Akbery, Orissq in, 12 

Glass, knowledge of, amongst the early Hindus, 111, occurrence of the word, 
in ancient works, 101 v v, > 

Gmelina arborea, suited fot bedsteads, 101 

Gnostics, their attachment to mysticism, 157, Phallic ideas among the, 

, 143 , v ' ' .'V 

Goad and whip'in Sanchi bas-reliefs, 134 
Gobhila^ Mentibn of sheet as part of femalegarment' by, 85 
Godavari/the southern limit of the Uriya dialect, 4, 5 v 


Gold coins in the Big Veda, 20 \ 

Goldstiicker, Dr. T., date of Panini, 18, .on the ’historical value of Panini, 
152 

Gonardiya kings, their Religion, 158 \ ' '• 

* Bonds, Dye stuffs used by the, 81, Want of clothing amongst the, 86 

Gopura vide Torah a. ' v ^ 

Gorgons, according to-JEschy^us, 53 * v • v 4 ' ^ \ 

Gorresio’s Ramfiyana, Extracts from, 20, 80 

Gotama, was born as the son of a hermit named Dukula, 90 

Govindaji, material used in building the ancient temple of, 68 

Grseae, the three swan-formed sisters, 53 

Graham, Capt., on the Sufis, 156 

Granite, supposed occurrence of, in Orissa, 35 

Greece, Caryatides of, not found in Orissa, 44, Workman from, 16, Nagkanyas 
allied to the Tritons of, 43, Solidity of the architecture of, 41, Aryan 
colonists in, attain a high pitch excellence in artistic beauty, 14, 27 
Grecian, idpa of large edifices borrowed Frpm the Egyptians, 14, architecture, 15 
Greeks, 16, Idea of architectural perfection associated with the, 15, taught 
the Indians the use of stone' in architecture, 14/their harness, 129, their 
style' of dressing th<?Jt|tir, 94 • ^ , 

Griffith, quotations from his*Ramayana, 80, 91, *96, Ditto from Specimens of old 
Indian Poetry, 91, Ditto from Scenes from the I?4m£yana, 93 
Griffith,-R., 106 * ^ 

GrisetVs Grotesque, 47 ' \ * 

Ground'fit for building, 37, ground plans of temples, ground plans of houses, 28 
Grouping of sculptured figures in Orissa, 61 \ 

Growse, Mr. J., 65 v 

Gudaras, a sect of the S'ivaites, 138 ^ * ’• „ 

Gwilt, Mr., on the differences between Indian and Egyptian architecture/ 72,' 
on the want of power in Indian architecture, 73 
Gundicha Temple, Throne of Jagann&tha at the, 104 
Gunpowder, no evidence of, in ancient sculptures, 121 
Guntoor, Topes of Amaravati in, 77 
Gupta llajas, Vaishnava faith of the, 136 

Guzarat, Asoka edicts of Orissa, identical with those of, 8, general principle of 
decoration, 39, Blankets prepared by the Abhiras of, 80, ornament for the 
feet from, 100 

Gwalior, material used in building the Hindu Fort of, 68 
Gy£s, one of the sons of Uranos, 53 

H 

Habitatioh of man, shape of the original, 28 - 

Hafiz, mystical poetry bf, 154 . 

Haft Chaukar, a mahal.in Orissa, 4 
Haft Iqlim, Orissa in, ll x 

Hair in sculptures, dressing of the, 93, warriors wear close cut, 74, braided, for 
females, 85 

Halabeed, Chariots figured in the temple of, 131 
HaUyudhya does not give details of the Sauras, 157 
Hamilton’s Gazetteer, Orissa in, 12 

Hamilton, Buchanan, opinion of, as regards ea*ly Indiamdress, 83 
Hand-book of Architecture, Fergusson, 40 

Hand, ornaments for the, in ancient India, 99 v * \ 

Hans'a-sinhasana, a kind of throne, 103 1 

Haridra, or Mesua ferrea, suited for bedsteads, 101 
Hdrita, duties of a Hindu female according to, 85 

Harivans'a, notices the Odras 2, Crowns of wild flowers in the, 70, Birds as 
devices on flags in the, 106, on the eminence of Vishgu 150 
Harness for draft horses, 129, do. for saddle horse, 127 
Harpies, forms of the, 53 

Hastinapur, Wheeler’s description bf,-13 ‘ ' 

Hati Gumpha, Acland on the Greek origin of the inscription on the cave 
of, 72 

Haug’s Aitreya Br6hmana, 150 • ' 

Haweli Bhadrak, a mehal in Sircar Bhaclrak, 5 * 

Haya-sinhasana, a kind of throne, 103 

Hayasirsha Pancharatra, on the season for building, 37, close proximity of 

* ■ temples condemned by the, 40 

Hazlitt, William, on tile' excellence of art in its imitation of nature, 74 
Head, oval in Orissan sculptures, 58 • 

Heber,^ Bishop, error of, in-.calling sandstone structures of Agra granite, 35 
Hecate, counterpart of Kali, 147 *. 
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Heeren, on the existence of shawls in ancient India, on {he Indian origin of 
rich apparel brought to Tyre and Babylon, 70 
Heliolatry, in Orissa, 157 

Hellenes, Sexual relations of the gods amongst the, 143 
Hemachandra, on various forms of chariots, 132 
Hemavatf, Anecdote of, 65 

Hera, the female principle in creation analogous to Maya, 147, changes Io the 
moon into a cow, 59 

Hercules, The Creator and the sun typified in, 143, of the Daedalian School, 54, 
fighting with Amazons, 66 

Herder, Opinion of, regarding the meaning of the Song of Songs, 157 

Hermes, The Creator and the sun typified in, 143 

Hermits, Domestic duties of Indian, 80, 91 

Hermonthes, Bas-reliefs in the temple of, 88 

Herodotus, on tree-wool or cotton, 80, on Egyptian beard, 95 

Hibiscus, rosa-sinensii, mutabilis, 2 

Himalaya, 27, Dwellings assigned by Yudhisthira to his guests resplendant as 
the peak of the, 19, Chamara from the hair of the cattle on the, 108, Ideas 
suggested by the grandeur, <fee., of the, 146 
Hindu Castes and Tribes of Benares, 84 
Hindu Kush, Furs from the, SO 

Hinduism, Different forms of, prevailing in the time of Hiouen Thsang, 136 
Hindu Sects vide Wilson. 

Hindu Theatre vide Wilson. 

Hiouen Thsang, found Buddhists and Hindus living pell-mell in Orissa, 136, 
Stupas of As'oka noticed by, 12, 16, Description of Orissa by, 2, 8, in 
Tamralipta, 7, Buddhism in the time of, 135 
History of Architecture, vide Fergusson. 

History of Art, vide Liibke. 

History of India, vide Wheeler. 

History of Sculpture, vide Liibke. • 

Hodgson, B. H., 148 
Hogg, Life of Shelley, 88 

Holmboe, Pfi\, on Phallic symbols, 66, on Rudra, 145 
Homer, on the shield of Ajax, 124, on the use of the sling, 121, Blackness of 
eyes praised by, 59, on the manner of drawing the bow, 120, on horny 
bows, 118, 119, on the curricle of Achilles, 130, 131 
Honey-suckle ora ament on As'ok a pillars, 17 

Horace, Form of forehead according to, 58, on the style of sitting among the 
Homans, 106 

Horne, Hartwell, Introduction to the Scriptures* by, 154 
Horse not common in Orissa, as gaurds near gateways, 34 
Horses, Kinds of Indian, 127, Armour for, 129, Saddles for, 127, held a second¬ 
ary position in ancient Hindu warfare, 127, Harness for, 129 
Iloslrings, W. H., Opinion of, on Hindu architecture, 17 
Houses, ground plans of, 28 
Household vessels, 109 

Howdah, for elephants, 8, not represented in ancient bas-reliefs, 129 
Human figures in Orissan temples, 50 

Hunter, W. W., Derivation of the name of Orissa, 3, on the Language of 
Orissa, 5, Work of, on Orissa, 2, 12 

Iluvishka, Mottled red sandstone used by, in his monastery, 68, Grmeo-Bac- 
trian artists employed by, 71 

Hyde Park, Statues in the, in honour of the Duke of Wellington, 88 

I 

Ida, 3 
Ila, 3 

Iliad vide Homer. 

India, Despotic sway of custom in, 23, Symbolical nature of sculptures found 
in different parts of, 51, Buddhist relics are the oldest remains in, 13, 
Aryan arrival in, 14 
Indian Antiquary, the, 89 
Indian Art, Unity of, 39, Libels against, 72 

Indo-Saracenic or Transitional, an order of Northern Hindu architecture, 24 , 
temple compared with ancient Hindu temples, 29 
Indraprastha, Great concourse of crowned heads at, 19 
Indra, 19, Female energy of, not worshipped, 146, Lithic nature of the thun¬ 
derbolt of, 117, a destroyer of cities, 21, 23, Hymns to, compared to well- 
made garments, 79 

Indranf, not an object of worship in the Eig Veda, 146 

42 


Indradytmma, brings Jagannatha to Puri, 9 
Inman, Ancient Faiths embodied in Ancient Names, 143, 147,146 
Io, her bovine metamorphosis, 59, the female principle in creation analogous to 
Maya, 147 

Ionia, Direction of temples in, 33 
Ionic style wanting in As'oka pillars, 16 
Iranians, Surya amongst the, 151 
Irish, Use of colours among the, 81 

Iron, Knowledge of the use of, among the Hindus, 119, occurrence of beams in 
Uriya architecture, 36 
Ts'a, a Muhammadan ruler of Orissa, 11 
Ts'a or Isis, Festival of, 66 
Isaiah, Mystic allegory of the Prophet, 154 
IVana, a name of Rudra, 144 

Ishtar, the female principle in creation analogous to Maya, 147 
Isis, Festival of, 66, Umd, recognised in, 147, counterpart of Kali, 147 
IVvara or S'lva, Osiris of the Egyptians, 66 
Itihasas, Vaislmavism in the time of the, 152 

Ivory, of Arrian is the horn of rhinoceros according to Vincent, 7, used in the 
making of bedsteads, 102 

J 

Jabrut, a gradation of the Sufis, 156 
Jackson, Welby, on a Bactrian figure of Buddha, 68 
Jacob, Form of oath exacted by, from his son, 66 
Jagamohan, Description of Orissan, 32 

Jagannatha, Many-wheeled car of, 131, the principal god in Orissa, 148, Annals 
of the temple of, 11, Chapters on, in Skan^a Purana, 10, Tract of land be¬ 
tween, and the Krishna river, 6, Anecdote how, was brought to Puri, 9 
Jain Temples, Flying arches in mediaeval, 18 
Jain, an order of architecture, 24 

Jajapur, a malial in Kattack, 5, Crown worn by the goddess Indrani at, 98, 
Prevalence of the worship of Jagannatha at, 148, the greatest seat of 
Saktaism, 148, Monumental pillar at, 45, or Viraja Kshetra, 10 
Jalachauki, Figure of early Indian, 106 
Jala, an attitude in drawing the bow, 121 
Jalesar, mahals in the Sircar, 5 

Jam£, in ancient sculptures, 82, in the Great Tower of Bhuvanes Vara, 83, 
84 

Jambudvipa, 2 

Janaka, Description of Rama by, 125, Device of a plough on the flag of, 126 

Janaka, a kind of Ottoman, *104 

Jangamas, a sect of S'ivaites, 138 

Jangirah rock, Temple on the, 40 

Janus bifrons or biceps, 53 

Jardsandha, a great tyrant and a S'ivaite, 139 

Jash, a mahal in Kattack, 5 

Jasminum frutieans in Orissan fillet mouldings, 47 

Jatakas, Female mendicants in the, 90 

Jatindromohan Tagore, MSS. in the library of, 124 

Jatimala, 2 

Java, Emblems of S'iva in the Island of, 143, Buddhist remains in, 24 
Javan, an order of Buddhist architecture, 24 
Javelins, nature of ancient Indian, 121 
Jayadeva, Mystical poetry of, 154 
Jayapura, 4 

Jayasana, a kind of ottoman, 104 
Jelal uddin Rumi, Mowldnd, 156 
Jelasir, 4 

Jenning’s Rosicrucians, 147 
Jeremiah, 154 

Jewellers’ shop noticed in the Toy Cart, 100 

Jndna-ratnakosha, or Aparajita-prachchha, 25, supports the Agni Parana in 
the squareness of ground-plans of buildings, 27 
Jogis, a sect of S'ivaites, 138 
Joiner’s art, Perfection of, in early India, 105 
Jones, Sir W., on the analogy between the Sufis and the Bhaktas, 156 
Joseph, form of oath taken by, 66 

Jonesia As oka, on Orissan finials, 49, on the Sileuus of Col. Stacy, 69 
Journal des Savants, 56 
Journal of Anthropology, 66 
Journal, Royal Asiatic Society, 23 
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.Jorlmal, Asiatic 'Society of Bengal, 7, 11,^25, 04, 65, CC, 09, 70, 117, 135, 

145, l£s\ 

Juangs of Keonjhar, 87 
Jughjurt, a mahal in Bhadrak, 5 
Julia, joined eye-brows of, 57 
Julien, St., Translation of Hiouen Tksang, 12 
Jung Bahadur, Sir, 16 

Juno, Urna recognised in, the female principle in creation analogous to 
M^ya, 347 

Jupiter, Nude females on the throne of, 66, The Creator and the sun typi¬ 
fied in, 143, with narrow eyes and thin lips characteristic of the school of 
Daedalus, 54 

- Jyesthes'vara Temple, Chamber of the, 27 
\ * 

' ; k 

KaA or gWs, Occurence of tlie word, in ancient works, 101 
Kadallngns, a sect of S'ivaites, 138 ‘ 

' ICades, aanahaldn Bhadrak, 5 

Kaikcyi,, step-motfier of Rama, sumptuously dressed, 79, 106 
Kaiias'a Mountain, Route of the messenger-cloud from Ramgarli to, 6, Rkamra 
as great as, 10, houses in Indraprashta lofty as the peaks of the, 19, 
Chamara from the liair of the cattle on the, 108 
K tuman, a parganjiah in'Dhadrak, 5 
Kairaha, Sir H. Elliot’s Note on, 65 

Kaksliivat, son of Dirghatamas, 5, a Baja in Big Veda, 20, prays for a 
son, 97 

KaHns'arupini, portions of Kalartipini, 148 
Kalarupini, partial manifestations of the female divinity, 148 
Kalasa in temples of Benares, compared with Grecian amphora, 31 
Kali, Temple of, 22, Greek and other ancient representatives of, 147 
KulkUsa, Notice of Kalinga and the Ocjras in the works of, 7, Yak tail-crest of 
a horse noticed by, 128, Notice of MaliaUla temple by, 142, Anecdote of 
Kanva the sage by, 89, Boddice in the works of, 86, Locale of Dasaranya, 

6, Mode of dressing the hair during grief described by, 99 
Kalika Purana, Quotations from the, 38 

Kalinga, Coast of, 6, known from the earliest date, 5, Raghu’s visit to, 7, 
Effects of an eclipse in Aries on the people of, 7 
, Kallindrapat, a mahal in Orissa, 4 

Kamakhya, Lion sacred to Bliagavati in, 50 
Kamarband, Occurrence of, in Amaravati sculptures, 82 
jtambalfiy a chariot'covered with tiger skins, 132 
Kambodia, Naklionvat in, 77 s ’ \ 

Kambojas, Furs and ermines brought by the, 2, 80, Effects of an eclipse in 

^ 'Aries on the, 7 x , . . ‘ * 

V Kana^ese words, common in Sanskrit^works on architecture, 25 
Kancbolika, a kindtof Hindu made dress, 84 \ 

Kancliulijxtbe modernname foY Kancbolika, 84 
^ Kanchukal a kind of Hindu made dress, 84 
Kan Bukinas, a name for eunuchs, 84 
Kanchulika, a* diminutive of Kanchuka, 84 
Kankas, Linen made by tlie^SO 
Kanshans, 4 N 

Kardak, a clan of Hindu tailors, 84 
Kanthi or Dado of Orispan tenses, 42 
Kantanagara, a town in Dinajpur, 24 

Kanva, a sage who lived in his hermitage with several young damsels, 89 
Kapalikas, S'ankara hostile t? the, 9 

Kapila SauhitA, 10, quoted'by Bkimrft Chandnka, 10, on the Konaiak 

ICapiles'vara, Temples oft 30, Measurements of the temple of, 41, Elevation of 
the west face of the Wiple oft ,43 \ v 

■ -Kapisi,'.’Bridge of elephants on the, 7 

^ral, a pafganna in Medinipur, 5 V 

Karan'a SuVarau'a, 2 

XCa^liCaves, s 23 - v 

: Karhat, the southern limit of Gang&vafis'a dominion, 4 
\ Karnak, Gold chariots in Hie statistical tablet of, 132, Obscene figures a) 

Karni-Atha, a kind of chariot, 132 * \ f 

v Kartikeya, Statue of, 57, Proportions of the, of Blmvancs vara, 64, Style^of 
' dress of 84, Style of the hair in the head of, 94 \ 

v Kasa, a whip, 134 » v ' * 


Kasee, son of Chcdi, 225 V * * . ... , 

Kashmir, S Ankara’s conference,™, 0, Jyeathcs Vara temple in, 2 , 1C ' 1 ec 1 
of, not affected by English taste, lQ,\24, tfemple of the Sun in, lo8 
Kasijora, a parganna in Medinipur, 5 r , 

Kasyapa, Classification of temples according to their heights by, 28, Antar&la 
is the name of Porch with, 32, a hermit, Retreat of, filled with women, 89 
Katak rnahals in the Sircar, 5 
Katak Banaras, a mahal in Sircar Katak, 5 
Kaula, a repulsive form of Saktaism, 148 
Kaus'alyd, sumptuously dressed, 79 
Kedara, Temple of, at Benares, 29 
Kedarkhanda, a parganna in Medinipur, 5 
Kedares'vara, Flapped boots in the temple of, 96 
Keightley’s Mytliology of Greece and Italy, 53 
Kekayas, Effects of eclipses on the, 7 
Kelipitha, a kind of ottoman, 104 
Kcmiari, Caves of, 23 

Kensington Museum, Modern statuary in the, 88 
Reonjhar, the Juangs of, 87 
Keralas, 2 % 

Kern, Translation of the l^rihat Sanhita, 7,101,102,'108, 123 
Kes'ari Dynasty, devoted to the Linga form *of S'aivaism, 148, Preponderance 
of Skivas in the, 149, Temples erected to^Rudra by the, 136 
Khalifa, Blind submission to the opinions of the, 155 
Khancla, a straight broad sword of Durga, 122 > 

Khandghi Caves, Pali inscriptions in the caves of, 2, 5, 8, Buddhist remains 
in t °13‘, not in Egyptian style, 17, 18, belopg to the Buddhist style, 25 
Kha ndar, a parganna in Medinipur, 5 
Kharjinpur, Obscenity of Hemvati’s temple at, 65 
Khatrali, a mahal in Katak, 5 
Khlfat, Presentation of, by Divodasa to priests, 79 
Khontfs appease their gods by human sacrifices, 3, 13, 185 
Khorasabad Palaces compared with those of India, 18 
Khorasan, Bauddbas in 9* 

Khriese, vide Chersonese. 

Khurda, Parganna of, 4, Political vicissitudes of, 11, Sovereigns of, 31 

King, Dr., Gnostics, 50, 147 

Kiratas, Effects of an eclipse on the, 7 

Kirtiv&sa, metrical translator of the Iiam&yana, 20 

Kittoc’s Journey in Orissa, 12 

Kolandiphontas, ships for going to foreign shores, 116 

Konaralc, Juvenile figures at, 10, 33, 34, Battlements in, 42, 48, Nude male 
figures at, 58, Ornamental cornice of the temples at, ,45, Lead used as 
mortar in, 36, Horse am* elephant-guards in the 'gn^eways^ of the temple 
' at, 34,-Saracenic battlements on the enclosing walls' it, 33, Porch, lioYso 
carving at r 50, Lioits on the porch of the temple at, 67 
Koncha, Occurrence of, in' early Indian dr^sa, 84 ^ . s 

Kora, a 'whip in .the SanchLbas-rel^s, 134\* ^ v K 

Kosala, Rama nominated vioe-king of^,19 

Kotdes, a mahal in Katak, & } x \ 

Koyunjik Palaces, compared with thogfe of India, 18 
Kripa’s flag, Device o^* a bull on, 326 k •. x 

Krishna, Kilts used by, 83, charioteer of Arj\na, 133,\Associates of, are partial 
manifestations, 148, Coloured Rothes of, 8JL, Divipe Origin of, 152, Femi¬ 
nine position of, 60, Crowns of floWers an’d leaves^for, 71, v Sailor’s scarf 
or Pithavastra assigned to, 70, Draupadi prays to, 86, Name of, repeated 
to revive fainting devotees, 155 
Krishna River, Tract of land between Jagannatlia and the, 6 
Krishna-janma-khanda, on the worship of Durga, 138, 139 
Krohi, a mahal in Orissa, 5 V . 

Kshatriya, a kind of ground, &T 

Kshatriyas of quasi-indepeudent s states use the meat of wild boars, 48 
Kshetra, 2, 10 

Kukis, Want of clothing amongst the, 86 . . 

Kulai, a variety of concKgbell, 115 

Kullendrapat, 4 \ ^ . \ . . 

Kumara, a name of Rpdra, 144 \ 

Kumara Sambhava, China silk.flags in the, 126, Cane mora^ in the, 1J4 
Kumbha, a favourite oniament fpivthe b^es of pillars, 45 
vKhumbhas, in OHssan teirtples, 42 k 

' lvumhhakaras, Origin of thc^llO 
Kurpasaka,'a kind of Hindu hmde tKe^s, 84 
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Kurta, vide Angia. 

Kurukshetra, Conch shell blown to collect troops in the war of, 12G 
Kurus, Description of the Capital of the, 13, order Draupadi to bo disrobed, 86 
Kus'a, 134 

Kushadhvaja, Daughter of, dressed in silk, 79 
Kusta, on sounding the conch shell, 126 

L 

Laidley’s Fabian, 133 

Lajard, Le Culte de Mitbra, 142 

Lakhnau, Bastardised Muhammadan buildings at, 71 

Lakshmi, Figure of, in the Great Temple of Puri, 68, Svadha transformed into, 
147, not an object of worship in the Rig Veda, 146 
Lalatendra Kes'ari, Temple of, 141, 142 

Lalita Yistara, Grey horses much prized in the, 127, on the cow-like eye, 59 
Lalpati, a variety of conch shell, 115 

Lambert, Commodore, on the idea of decency amongst the islands of the Pacific 
Ocean, 87, 86 

Lamp of Beauty, of Memory, of Obedience, of Life, 72, 73 
Lances of the ancient Hindus, 121 
Landseer, 16 

Langhorno’s Plutarch, 16, 82 

Langlds, Monuments anciens et modernes de, Hindus, Orissa in, 12, Birth of 
Brahma in, 51 
Laocoon, 52 
Lassen, C-, 2, 5, 12, 14 

Lasso, Use of the, in ancient India, 123 * 

La Strata, Bacchus and Ampelus at. 76 

Last judgment of Michael xingelo, 54 

Laterite, used in the construction of temples in Orissa, 34 

Laurie, Capt. J., on Orissa, 12 

Layard, J., 18, 56, on the decline of Assyrian art, 56, on the Assyrian fold¬ 
ing stools, 105, on the Assyrian method of drawing the bow, 120, on the 
umbrella as an emblem of royalty, 70, 80, on the later chariots of the 
Assyrians, 132, earliest harness, 129, 127, 132, Figures of cars in 130, 
length of Assyrian sleaves in the plates of, 82, Extracts from his Nineveh 
15, 18, 57,107, 112,130, 134 
Leather, used in making domestic vessels, 111, 112 

Leg, Ornaments in ancient sculptures for tho, 99, Measurement of the, in 
Orissan figures, 62 

Life, the fifth Lamp of Ruskin’s canons, 73 
Light and shade in .Orissan Art, 75 

Likhita, on leather buckets for raising water from wells, 112 
Lingam, Cult of the 143, Rudra identified with the, 145 
Lingarchana Tantra, Durga as represented in the, 138 

Lion, gaurds in gateways, 34, carvings not successful in Orissan temples, 50, in 
Central Provinces of India, 50 
Lips in Orissan figures, 59 
Lithio monuments, Oldest, 29 

Locke, H. H., on light and shade in Hindu sculpture, 76, on tho varieties of 
the conch shell, 115 
Looking-glasses in ancient India, 100 
Loretto, Black divinities at the chapel of, 147 
Lota, Ancient Indian, 110 

Lotus, finials in Orissan temples, 49, ornament on As'oka pillars, 17, moulding 
in Orissan temples, 42 

Louvre, Figures from the temple at Assos in the, 61, Modern statuary in the, 88 
Lowth, Bishop, on the sieve and tho van, 112 

Lubbock, Sir, Prehistoric Times, 27, on the religious idea of savages 135 
Lubke, 41, 49, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 57, 58, 60, 65, 172 
Lucknow, 71 

M 

Macaulay, Tho New Zealanders, of, 88 
Macco-coliDgo vide Maga-Kalinga. 

Machine-room in Rig Yeda, 21 
Mackenzie, MSS., Orissa in, 12 
Madana Mis'ra, 9 

Madhava, god of the Kshatriyas, 141 

Madhavacharjya, Bauddhas in the time of, 9, 141, on Bhakti, 155 


Madhuehhandas, 127 

Madhurya, a condition of Bhaktas, 155 

Madhyamikas, Doctrines of the, 9 

Madhya-Kalinga a part of the Bengal coast, 6 

Madia Panji, History of Orissa, 11 

Madras, Tract of land between Cuttack and, 2, 6 

Maga-Kalinga, a part of the Bengal coast, 6 

Mahabharata, Buffaloes in the time of ’the, 7, Orissa reckoned a place for 
barbarism by the, 9, Large covered vans in the, 132, on the As'ura Maya, 
123, on the gift of an umbrella, 107, Antagonism between tho S'aivas and 
the Yaishnavas at tho time of the, 153, Hints on tho places in repute for 
wooleu stuff in the, 80, Anecdote of the great bow of S'iva in the, 118, 
Notices of architecture in the, 21, Maimer of drawing bows in the, 120, 
Shape, <feo., of arrows in the, 120, Heroism of knocking down the enemy’s 
standard noticed in the, 126,127, Bhakti first promulgated at the time of 
the, 154, Iron mail noticed in the, 125, Slippers in the, 95, Opinions on tho 
age of the, 19, 152, Vishnu the twelfth sun in the, 150, Braids and coif¬ 
fures iu the, 92, Covering the bust deemed essential in the, 86, Wheeler’s 
version of the, 20, Jewelled decorations to chariots in the, 130, 131, Mo¬ 
desty in dress enjoined in the, 85, Wheeler’s idea of the nature of palaces 
described in the, 13, on tho inflammable articles used in war, 121, quoted 
by Ekamra Chandrika, 10, on Vishnu the latest born of tho A'dityas, 150 
Maliadeva, The Creator and the sun typified in, 143, Lingam, tho emblem of, 
148, a name of Rudra, 144, describes Puri as the most sacred place on 
earth, 9, Temple of, in Uj.ja.yini, 142 
Maliakaunghat, included in the district of Jelasir, 5 

Mahanadi, called Dosaron by Ptolemy, 6, 4, 10, Dykes rare in the country 
south of tho, 35 <r 

Malm Puranas, quoted by Ekamra Chandrikd, 10 
Maharaja, Gossains of Western India, 155 

Marhattas, Iron casques much used by tho, 125, built the wall of the 
Puri temple, 42 

Mahajantra, Use of the, for hurling inflammable projectiles, 121 
Mahajana, a form of Buddhism prevailing in the time of Hiouen Thsang, 136 
Mahavahsa, 110 

Maliendramali, Range of the, boundary of Orissa, 5 
Mahes'vara Khanda of Skanda Purana, 9 
Mahmud Ghaznavi, gates of Somaniith removed by, 36 
Mahinti, an Uriya tribe, 4 

Maia, the female principle in creation analogous to Maya, 147 
Maitreya, 96 

Makara Mukh backs of chairs, 105 
Makhzan Afghani, Orissa in, 11 

Malaya, Chamar from the hair of tho cattle on the, 108 

Malea azadirachta, 103 

Maleus, Locale of mount, 6 

Maljhatta, a parganna in Medinipur, 5 

Mandara flower, 2 

Manasara, Comparative table of the rules of proportions in the, 61,62,64, Udum- 
bara in, 2, 29, References to Buddhist and Jainaimages in, 25, an archi¬ 
tectural work noticed by R£m Raz, 25, a MS. in the Library of the Asiatic 
Society, 25, Wood for furniture according to the, 37, Tamulian words in 
the 39, supports the opinion of the Agni Purana as regards ground plans 
of buildings, 27 

Manchester Museum, Copper statue in the, 63 
Manekpatan, a mahal in Ka^ak, 5 

Manetho, First ten dynasties of, previous to Pelasgic tombs, 27 
Manjusa or trunk, in early India, 112 

Manning, Mrs., Opinion of, on the antiquity of Indian architecture, 12, 14, 
15, 18 

Mansbach’s description of the tomple of Jagannatha, 12 
Manthara, the mischievous harridan in tho Ramdyana, 19 
Manu, on the duties of the casto whose business is to make ornaments, 97, on 
the use of Sanseviera zeylanica for cordage, 119, Mention of dye stuff by, 81, 
Slippers in, 95, Woolen stuff referred to by, 80, Rules of, on maritime 
commerce, 116, on the sinfulness of husbands looking at their wives 
while engaged in their toilette, 85, on the tonsure and modes for arranging 
the hair, 93, on masaks or leather vessels for water, 111, Quotations 
from, 93, Ordinance of, against that of Vasishtfia, 111, Vratya Kshatriyas 
noticed by, 135, on the kind of garment to be used at meals, 86, said to 
have built Ayodhya, 19, Nish\a according to, 20, on the use of the meat 
of wild boars, 48, on the propriety of ascetics keeping cattle, 92 
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Mansur Helaj, fainting in ecstatic devotion, 155 
Manyu, produced from the tears of Prajapati, 145 
Mnrang Bura, the most dreaded divinity of the Sonthals, 147 
Mariettas, 42,125 

Maria Maggiore, black divinities in the milky way, 51. ' 

Mandators, Venus, mother of tlie, 147 

Maritime commerce, rules-of Manu on, 116 

Markandeya, the expiator, swims jn the'milky way, 51 

Markandeya Purina, anecdote of 4hc nine names of Rudra, 144 

Mars, Red clothing appropriate to, 81 

Martantfa, Temple of the sun at, 158 

Martial, Forms of forehead according to, 58 

Martin, General Claude, Constantin House, 71 

Martin’s Hiouen-Tlfsang, 186 . ' * 

. Martin’s Eastern India, 83 
Marud-ratha, a kind of chariot, 132 
Maruts, had golden breastplate, 125,yrith ornament, 97 
Mary, the female principle in creation analogous to Mdya, 147 
Masaks, noticed by Sanskrit writers, 111, of the Clouds, Indra piercing the, 111 
Masalia vide Masulipatam. 

Maskelyne, on-fine leligree ornaments, 47 
Mason-Good, 154 

Masonry houses or harmya in Ayodhyd, 20 
Massiveness of temples, 41 
Masulipatam modern Masalia, 6 

Mathura, Mixed and transitional styles of temples in, 30, Nude female statue 
at, 69, Red sandstone sculpture from, G0 ; 68 * 

Matichur, a kind of sweetmeat in ancient sculptures, 116 
Matsya Purana; on the season for building, on the examination of the ground 
for building, 37 

Matuli, Charioteer of Indra, 133 

Maya, An abstract of the work of, still extant, 23, 24, the builder of the 
palaces of Yudhistliira, 22, 23, 24, his supposed identity with Ptolemy, 25 
MayA, Concrete TJmit passes into the abstract, 147, World a dream of Brahma 
or production of, 51 

Mayadevi, the mother of Buddha, The attire of, 86 
Mayamata, an architectural work noticed by Ram Raz, 25 
Maya S'ilpa, Tanjore text of the, 25, Rules and proportions given in the, 25, 
Siva narrator of the Tanjore text of the, 25 
Mazzd rapa, a kind of conch shell, 114 
Mazkurins, petty zemindars in Bhadrak, 5 
Measurements of the limbs of Orissan figures, 62 
Medini, 57 

'Medirtipur, a district of Orissa, 5 
Medusa, Representation of, 61 

Megasthenes, on the number of soldiers carried on Indian war-elephants, 129 
Megbdutta vide Kalid&sa. 

Meghrvahana, 2 

Megouk, Sir S., on the origin of armorial mottoes, 126 
Mehtari Mahal, Balconies in the, 22 
Memory, Lamp of, 73 

Meria, P. Ticinus, introduced barbers from Sicily to Rome, 95 
Mercury, Allegory of, 64, Amatory position of, 60 
Meriam, tlie female principle in creation analogous to Maya, 147 
Mermaids of Europe allied to the Nagakjmyas, 43 
Meru, Chamar from the hair of th<5^cattle on tho,108 
Metapes, Figures of, from Selinus, 61 
Metes, feouhterpart of Kali, 147 
Michelia champaka, Wood of, suited for bedsteads, 101 
Midnapur, Melials of, 5, elephant-housing from, 80 
Migasanmata, a river, 90 
Miletus, Statues from, 61 
Miller, Ancient Art and its Remains, 94 
Mimansakas, as represented by Madana Mis'ra, 9 
Minerva, A full dressed woman as Victory in the band of, 54, Drapery on the 
seated figure of, 61, Colossal statue of, at Thebes, 88 
MhA Bayi, on Bhakti, 155,165 

Mirror, in ancient - India, 100, occurrence of a convex circular, in Bhuvanes'- 
vara, 101, Circular, with long handle, 106 • 

Mithila,-Return of Rama from, 79, 83 

Mitra, a name of the sun, 150, Hymns addressed to, 151, invoked for an un¬ 
assailable dwelling, 3,*21 


Modo-colingo vide Madhya-Kalinga. 

Mohi-uddin Ali, a Sufi writer, 156 

Moleeh, The Creator and the sun typified in, 143 

Monakhe, 80 

Mongols, 22, admitted in the pale of Chaitanya’s 3ect, 155 

Monoxyla of Pliny, 116 

Mords, or stools, 104 

Morang Bura, a Sontal divinity, 147 

Mortar, used in Orissan temples, 36 

Mosaic, account of the fall of man, 142 

Moulans, Black divinities in the cathedral at, 147 

Mouldings in Orissan architecture, 46 

Mouth in Orissan figures, 59 

Mott’s Narrative of a Journey to Orissa, 12 

Mrichchhakati, See Toy Cart. 

Mriga-sinhasana, a kind of throne, 103 

Mudgala, Waggon of, drawn by a bull and a buifaloe, 133 

Mucbakunda, a kind of flower, 17 

Muhammad, Paradise of, 61, Bhakti system long prior to, 156 

Muhammad Taki Khan, 5 

Muhammad Tughlak, 22 

Muhammadans of Bengal abstain from beef, 48 

Muir, J., Original Sanskrit Texts, 21, 79, 83, 92, 94, 111, 144,145, 146, 149, 
150, 151,152, 153 

Muktdmukta, or optional missiles of the ancient Hindus, 117, 121 
Muktes'vara, Measurements of the temple of, 41, Scroll work in the, 46, Jaga- 
molian, Pilasters from, 44, Elevation of the fa$ade of Jagamohan of, 43, 
Booted figures in, 96, Petticots on the figures of, 83, Lancet-head crests 
in, 47 

Muktimandapa, an opened pillared choultry in Puri, 44, Typical pillars of 
the, 45 

Makunda, Reign of, in Akbarnamali, 11 

Mula Prakriti, the full manifestation of the female divinity, 148 
Muller, Max, ancient Sanskrit Literature, 146, on Indian art, 72, ancient art 
and its remain, 94, on the historical value of Panini, 152, translation 
from the Vasishtha Smriti, 137 
Mungni, a kind of serpentine, 35 
Munich, Black divinities at, 147 
Munja Fibre, in the May/i Silpa, 25 
Murrhine cups in early India, 111 
Murshidabad,'Van dyked-edged boot in, 96 
Muscles, Representation of the, in Orissan sculpture, 57 
Musical Instruments in ancient sculptures, 113 
* Muslins, 80 

Mutules, Grecian, after wooden models, 22 

Mylitta, the female principle in creation analogous to MayA, 147 - 
Mysore, Hullabecd Temple in, 83, Fine muslin from, 80 
Mysticism, among early Christian professors, 157 

N 

Nabaratna in Sobha bazdr, 22, 24 
Nagakanya, or semi-ophide figures on pillars, 43 

Ndgas, an aboriginal race, 43, a sect of the S'ivaitcs, 138, a Tamulian race, 
worshippers of S'iva, 139, Worship of, 92 
Naharama, gold chariots of the Egyptians from, 132 
. Naiyayikas, Sankaras discussions with the, 9 
Nakbis, a sect of the S'ivaites, 138 

Nakhonvat in Kambodia, Frieze at, 77 . 

Nala, Story of, 19 

Nalanda, Temples of, similar to Hindu structures,.24 

Nalika, an arrow made with roed, 120 

Nalti Hills, Granitiferous gneiss used for statuary on the, 35 

Namdeo, a class of Hindu tailors, 84 

Nandini, the famous cow of Vasishtha, 92 

Napoleon the Great, Egyptian expedition of, 56 

Naracha, an arrow made entirely of iron, 120. 

Nfirada Purana, quoted, 10 
Narainpur, in the District of Jelasir, 5 

Nasatya conve} r s Bliujya, across the dry bed of the Ocean, 115 ^ 

Nasut, a gradation of the Sufis, 156 

Natmandir or dancing hall, 33, at Bhuvanes vara, measurements of the, 44 
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Nauclea kadamba, on the Silenus of Col. Stacy, 69 

Navaratna, Hindu nature of the, 24 

Nayut, a highly praised kind of horse, 127 

Nearchus, on Indian steel, 119 

Necklace in ancient India, 98 

Nepal, goddesses in, 148 

Nepalese, an order of Buddhist architecture, 24, architecture not affected by 
English taste, 16 

Neptune of the Daedalian School, 53, 54 

Nerbudda, Buddhist temples on the east of the, 24 

Nilachala, the Blue Hill of Puri, 9 

Nilgiri Hills, Distance of chlorite quarries from the, 35 

Nilgiri state, 5 

Nimbarka, alias Bhaskara Achirya, 155 
Nineveh buildings, Layard’s illustrations of, 18, 56 
Nirukta of Y&ska, 20, Sakapuni on Vaishnavism, 149 
Nishka, a gold piece of the Big Veda, 20 
Nityananda Sampraddya, Vaishnavas of the, 149 
Nivi, tape for tying petticoats, 84 
Northern Circars, vide Cuttack and Madras. 

Northern Hindu, a class of architectural structure, 24 
Northern Indian, an order of Buddhist architecture, 24 
Norway, Names of places derived from the myth of Kudra in, 145, Christianity 
introduced into, 66 
Nose in Orissau art, 60 
Nose ornaments in ancient India, 98 
Nude figures, used to typify a religious idea, 66 
Nurbudda Eiver, 24 

o 

Obedience, Lamp of the sixth of Buskin’s canons, 73 

Obscenity of Orissan figures, 65 

Oceania, earliest buildings of, 27 

Oceanos, bull-headed, 53 

04, 3, 4 

04 Coles, 4 

04 dominion, 4 

04 chasd, 2, 4 

04 race, 2, 4 

Oqlaon, 3 * • 

04a rashtra, 4. 

04ra, 2, 3 
Odradea'a, 2, 5, 6 
04 ra flower, 2 

04ras, Effect of eclipse on the, in the Yrihat Sanbita, 2, 7 
Olaf, ancient History of King St., 66 

Oldham, Dr. T., on the supposed Granite of Orissa, 35, on the value of laterite 
as a building material, 34 
Orders and styles of Indian architecture, 24 
Origin of the word Orissa, 2, of the word Dasyu, 92 
Original Sanskrit Texts, vide Muir. 

Orissa, boundary of, 4, 5, Proportion of the wall to open space great in, 41, 
Dewany of, 5, 7, Ground plans of houses in, 28, Works noticing, 11, 12, 
derivation of its name, 2 

Orissan Caves, No indications of wooden models in, 22 
Orissan School of Art, General character of the, 66 

Orissan or Central Indian, an order of Northern Indian architecture, 
24 

Orissan Temples, Construction of, 27, Typical, 29, Ground plans of, 27, Shape 
of, 30, Constructive peculiarity of roofs of, 32 
Orites, Locale of the, 6 

Ornaments, for the leg and feet, in ancient sculptures, 99, for the hand, 99, 
for the waist in ancient sculptures, 99, in ancient India, 97, for the ears, 98, 
for the nose, 98, for the neck, 98, for the arms, 99, wrists and fingers, 99, 
for the feet, 99 

Osiris, Festival of, 66, The creator and the sun typified in, 143 
Ottomans, Different kinds of, in early India, 104, 105 
Ou4ra, mentioned by Hiouen Thsang, 7 
Ou-teha, 2 

Ovid, on the use of a bundle of hay for a banner, 127 

43 




Oviparous genesis, 143 
Oxus, Draped Venus at, 65 

P 

Pacchhimduai, vide Pacchimdikh, 5 
Padmabandha moulding in Orissan temples, 2 
Padma Kshetra, Origin of, 10 

Padma Purana, Puri extollod as the abode of Vishnu in the, 9, on the virtues 
of conch shells, 114 

Padma-sinhasana, a kind of throne, 103 
Padshanamah, Orissa in the, 11 
Padua, Black divinities at, 147 

Palaces, in Ayodhya, 20, in Hastinapur, 19, Persepolitan, 18 

Palankeens in* ancient bas-reliefs, 134 

Palang of tape in early India, 101 

Palermo, Nude figures in the Museum at, 61 

Panapatra, a form of drinking cup, 11 

Panchalas, Effects of an eclipse in Aries on the, 7 

Panchamukhi, a kind of Conch shell, 114 

Pancharatna, Strictly Hindu nature of the, 24 

Panchthura, a course of five mouldings in Benares temples, 42 

Pan, Fantastic idea of the Greeks about, 7, 53, Conception of, 43 

Pandu, The sons of, 19 

Panins, Maya builds a palace for the, 25, 86, Bhinoceros, no rarity with the, 

6, 7, received a present of ivory from Kalinga, 5, Kurus insulted the, by 
disrobing Draupadi, 86, their proficiency in archery, 118 

Pandu-kambaliya, a chariot covered with felt, 132 
Pan4yas, 2 

Panjab, Size of the fomale bust not large in the, 57 
Panj&bi, a class of Hindu tailors, 84 
Panjias or Almanac-makers of Orissa, 1, 7, 11 
Panimukta missile cast by the hand, 117 

Paqini, Vaishnavism in the time of, 152, Notices of architecture in the works 
of, 21, Variety of boats noticed by, 96, on the derivation of the word 
chhatra, 107, Notices of ornaments in, 97, Architectural terms in, 18, 
Special rule of, for the derivation of tho Sanskrit word for silk, 79 
Pans, bastard remains of the Paun4ras, 7 
Param&nanda, on shoes, 97 
Paramahansa, a sect of the Sivaites, 138 
Parasurama, Stoiy on tho origin of, 152 

Parasurames'vara, Scroll work in the temple of, 46, Measurements of tho tem¬ 
ple of, 41, Vine scroll in, 47, Billet and pellet moulding in, 47 
Pari, a form of drinking cup, 110 
Parighatika, a kind of chariot, 132 
Parijata, 2 

Parika, wife of Dukula, 90 

Parika, a form of drinking cup, 110 Pariksliita, Awning of, changes colour, 81 
Paris, 61 

Parrots, as Pateras, in'Orissan architecture, 48 
Parvati, 9, 10 

Paryanya, prayed for a three-storied dwelling, 21 

Passiflora, in Orissan scroll, 47 

Pasupati, a name of Kudra, 144 

Patakd, a small flag, 126 

Patala Khanka, 9 

Pataliputra, Edicts written in the Pall current at the court of, 8 
Pateras, Assyrian, 17, in Orissan architecture, 48 
Pathans, The, 22, admitted in the pale of Chaitanya’s sect, 155 
Pati, a variety of conch shell, 115 
Patua, a wild tribe, 35, 86 

Pauley, on the nude hermits on tho shore of the Caspian Sea, 89 
Paundras, Hindu equivalents of the, 2, 7, Effects of eclipse iu Chitra on the, 

7, occupy Birbhum, 7, encountered by Bhima, 7 
Paundraka, 2 

Pausanias, Opinion of, on the nude figures of Phidias, 66 
Pavilions in Ayodhyd, 20 
Payajamd, Occurrence of, in ancient sculptures, 71, 81, in the Baital Devi 
Temple, 86 

Payu, receives presents from As'vatha, 79 
Pearls and precious stones, in ancient India, 100 








Pedu, made by the As'vins to mount a swift charger, 127 

Pegge, India’s Cries, Orissa in, 12 

Pelasgian edifices, copied by the Greeks, 14 

Pelasgic tombs of Geece enclose circular chambers, 27 

Pellet bow and sling, in ancient sculptures, 121 

Pellet, moulding, 47 

Pen, The form of, in ancient India, 113 

Pend&kalasa, 4 

Pentaptera aijuna, wood fit for bows, 118 
Pentaptera tomentosa, suited for bedsteads, 101 

Periplus of the Erythrian Sea, Description of the Sea-board of Bengal, 6, 
Mention of Indian money in, 20, Notice of Indian cotton in the, 80, 
Porcelain and Glass, 111, Indian ships and boats, 116 
Peritas, City built to the memory of, 16 
Persepolis, Palaces of, Compared with those of India, 18 
Perseus .Representation of, from Selin us, 61, and Andromeda by Benvenuto 
Cellini, 64 

Persia, 16, 18, Style of dressing the hair in, 94, Aryan arrivals in, 14, Number 
of persons in a chariot of, 130, Nagakanyas allied to the Mermaids of, 
43, Resemblance of Indian architecture to that of, 17, Origin of Hindu 
architecture from models in, 20, far behind the Greeks in carving human 
figures, 60 

Peshawar, Pall of Orissa identical with that of, 8 
Peuples de la Russie, 89 

Phallic worship, Origin of the ancient systems of, 142 

Phallus, Worshippers of the, 137, and other emblems of the creat6r, 
143 ’ 

Pharaoh, Indian mouldings do not resemble those of the land of, 1-7;"Want of 
groups in the sculptures of, 61 
Phidian School, Inimitable perfection of the, 60 

Phidias, Figure of Minerva by, 64, Offensive figures by, to typify religious 
ideas, 66, Throne designed by, for Jupiter, 103 
Philm, Bas-reliefs on the Island of, 88 
Phipp’s Account of Jagann&tha, 12 

Phryne, Stratagem of, to possess the finest piece of work of Praxiteles/ 
63 _ 

Pillars of Orissa, 44 

Pilasters in Orissari temples, 42, 43 

Piliyuk, king of Benares, Anecdote of Dukula and, 90 - 

Pillows, inlBarly India, 106. 

Pinnacles, of Orissa include the elements of Benares Kalasa,<81 

Pinus deodar, suited for bedsteads, 101 

Pipli, a malial in Orissa, 4 

Pisa, Black divinities at St. Francisco at, 147 

Pitris, Years of the, 11 

Planets, Figures of, 34 Y 

Plastic Art, Origin of the Indian, 68 

Plato, on the Egyptian law for stiff human figures, 66 

Pliny, Locale of Mt. Maleus, 6, on the Monoxyla, 116, on the the first Roman, 
who shaved his beard 95, on Indian glass, 101 
Plinth wanting in plain temples of Orissa, 31 
Plough, A, team of four bullocks yoked to a, 133 

Plutarch, 16, on high forehead, 58, on Alexander’s adoption of an Asiatic 
dress, 82 

^Polynesia, Patera on the hafts of hatchets from, 17 
Popular account of the Manfiers and Customs of India, 82 
Porch, Nature of the .Orissan, 32 „ 

Porcelain, Use of, in ancient India, III 
Porus, present's steel to Alexander, 119, 127 
Pose of Orissan figures; 60 
Power, the third lamp of Buskin’s canons, 73 ' 

Pradjna Gupta, a professor of the Little translation, 8 
Prajapati, one of the names of Rudra, 144, Devas worship, 145 
Prakrita, 8 - 

Prakriti, the abstract form of Um&, 147 * „ " 

Pratapachandra Ghosha, on Sailyoddhara, 38 
Pratapa Rudra, converted by Chaitanya, 167 - 

Pratapanarasinha Devq, Reign of, in Akbarnamdh, 11 
Pratyabdha, an attitude in drawing a bow, 121 
Praxiteles, Draped Venus by, 65, Satyr the finest work of, 63 
Praxitelian School of Statuary, 50 
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Precious stones, in Ancient India, 100 
Prehistoric Times, 26 

Priapus, Union of Rudra with, 145, The cult of, 343; 

Prinsep J., Illustration of Benares* 27, _28, 45, Notices of Inscriptions from 
Orissa, 12, On the Numismatic'devices of the'Hindu Prirfees of the 1st 
century, 68, on the fiati Gumpharinscription, 72, on-'the nationality of 
Col. Stacy’s group, 69, 70, 72 
Pritisthana Tantra vide Maya S 'ilpa, 25 
Prithivi, a goddess of some importance in the Rig Veda, 1415 
Proportion, the first requirement of symmetry, 74, Relative of idols, 61 
Prows, Fanciful, of boats, 116 
Psalms of Solomon, 154 

Ptolemy s Adamas, vide the Cocila river, identity with Maya, 25 
Pterocarpus santalinus, suited for bedsteads, 101 
Pterospermum acerifolium, 17 
Purabdikh, a mahal in Kafcak, 5 

Puranas, Ornaments of ancient Indian cars in the, 131, Notices of Orissa in 
the, 9, 10 

Puri, or S / ankha Kshetra, 10, Sankara’s math at, 2, 8, 9, a mahal in Katak, 
5, Notices of, in the Puranas, 7, in Tirtha-chintaraani, 11, Image of the 
Konarak sun at, 158, Nude male figures at, 58, Enclosing wall of, orna¬ 
mented with Saracenic battlements, 35, Rooms in the tower of the great 
temple at, 31, Gateways to temples at, 34, Open pillared Chaultry aT, 

- 44, Temple chambers in the fanes of, 30, Monumental pillars of, 45, 

Measurements of the temple at, 41, Typical detached pillars in the, 45, 
PurnaS'akti, 148 

Pururavas, on the scarf and veil of his lady-love, 3, 86 
^Purushottama Tattva, lOj Meagfe accounts of. Puri in the, 11 
Purushottama Mabatiny^, 10, 11 
Pushkara, Sages oh the banks of the sacred waters of, 10 
Puslian, a name of the Sun, 150, Hymns addressed to, 150, 151 
Pushparatha, a kind of non-military car, 132 j 

.Pyramids, the most ancient lithic monuments of human art, 27 

Q 

„ Queen’s Palace of Udayagiri, Close fitting tunic in the, 182 
Quiver, Nature of ancient Hindu, 120 
Qutbegh’Loh&ni, a zemindar of Orissa, 11 
.^Qutbpur, name for Mahakaun ghat, 5 

. ' H 

jR6dha, the principal mistress of Krishna at Vrindavan, 71, 148-, and Krishna, 
Names of, repeated to revive swooning devotees, 155, the Mula Prakriti 
with the Vaishnavas, 148 
Raclhadewal, 5 

Radhdkdnta Deva, Sir Rajd, Vis'vakarma-prakasa in the Library of, 25 
Raghu crosses the Kapisa on a bridge of elephants, 7, is escorted to Kalinga 
by the king of the Odras, 8 

Raghunandana, on the use of wooden tablets, 113, Heliolatry in the works 
of, 157, Purushottama Tattva, 11 
Raghunathpur Tikali, boundary of Subah Orissa, 5 

Raghuvans'a, Kalinga noticed in the, 7, Locale of Choramandala according to 
the, 6 

R&in, a mahal on the frontier of Orissa, 5 
R6ipur, a mahal of Orissa, 5 

Rajamartanda, on the proximity of tanks to temples, 40 , Merits of several 
forms of houses noticed in the', 28 

Rajapatra, a form of throne, 103 . - 

Rajapitha, a kind of ottoman, 104 

Rajar&ni Temple, Measurements of the 41, Nude female figure in the, 59, Rich 
lotus brackets in the,'48, Fanciful scroll in the, 46, the-Projections on the 
sides of the, 30; Pyriform ribbed mouldings in the, 47, Scroll work iu 
the, 46 •' *' 

Rfijasana, a kind of throne, 103 
Rajasthan, 2 

Rajasuya, The Royal feast of, 19 
Rajavallabha, on palm leaf fans, 107 
Rajmahendra, 4, 5 
_.Rajmahindri, a Sircar of Orissa, 4, 5 
Rajputaua, Armour for horses in, 129 
Rajputs, Use of wild boar’s meat amongst the, 48 
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Rdkshasas, the aboriginal Phallic worshippers, 139, Havana the great Si- 
vaite one of the, 139 

Rama, with leather coat, 125, Rejoicings at the nomination of, to the vice-king¬ 
ship of Ayodhyd, 19, Divine origin of, 152, Slippers of, worshipped by 
Bharata, 95 

Rama Raz, on elevations of Hindu temples, 28, History of Hindu architecture, 
45, on Indian architecture, 25, 41, Works on architecture noted by, 25, 
on the Capota ornament, 42, Quoted, 32, 33 
R&marekhd, a kind of moulding at Benares, 28, 42 

Ramayana, on woollen fabrics from Nepal, 79, Shape, &c., of arrows in the, 
120, on the triple bent bow, 119, Pushparatha in the, 132, Large 
covered vans in the, 132, Mention of Veil in the, 1, 3, 5, 85, Cars drawn 
by asses noticed in the, 130, Anecdote of the great bow of S lva in the, 
118, Notice of braids and coiffure in the, 92, Iron mail noticed in the, 
125, Commodious rathas in the, 130, Antagonism between the S 'aivas 
and Vaishgiavas at the time of the, 153, Golden seats in the, 106, Notices 
of architecture in the, 21, Pellet-bows in the 121, Silken fabrics men¬ 
tioned in the, 79, Several editions of the, 20, on Bhakti, 155, quoted by 
Ekamrachandrika, 10, Sita’s imprisonment in an As'oka grove mentioned 
in the, 49, Age of, not ascertained, 19, Covering the bust deemed essential 
in the, 86, on the bow of Sdva, 152, Opinions on the age of the, 152, The 
manner of drawing bows in the, 120, 121, No mention of the names of 
places in repute for woollen stuff in the, 80, Pearl fringes to chariots in 
the, 131, Braid appropriate to women in anguish in the, 92, Notice of a 
large trunk road from Oudh to the Panjab in the, 133 
Rameses, Familiarity of a son of, with his charioteer, 133 
Rameses VII., Unshaven beard of, 95 

Rames Vara temple, Measurements of the, 41, Projections on the sides of, 
30 

Ramgiri, Route of the Messenger Cloud from, to Kailas 'a, G 
Ramn a near Balasore, 5 

Rangalala Banurji, on the want of S'aivas in Orissa, 149 
Rani Naur or the Queen’s Palace of Udayagiri, 82 
Raphael, 51 

Rashid-uddin, on Kajraha, 65 
Rathagarbhaka, a kind of chariot, 132 
Rathakaras, makers of cars, 104 
Rathburg, 145 

Rathas, Commodious, mentioned in the Ramayara, 130 
Ratnavali, Kanchuka mentioned in the, 84, Notice of the Orissa Coast in 
the, 7 

Ratnnos, Presentation of cars from the, 129 

Havana, represented with ten heads, 51, was a monster, 53, imprisons Sita 
in an As'oka grove, 49, a great dovotee of S'iva, 139 
Relief in Orissan Art, 64 

Religion of the builders of the temples of Bhuvanes Vara and Muktes'vara, 
135 

Renaissance, Artistic conceits of the artists of the, 54 

Renan, opinion of the Song of Songs, 157 

Researches, Asiatic, 146, 143 

Revelations, 154 

Rennel’s Map, Orissa in, 12 

Respective symmetry in architecture, 74 

Reynolds, Sir Joshua, Cupid asleep on a cloud by, 47 

Rhea, the female principle in creation analogous to Maya, 147 

Rhinoceros, Abundance of, in northern India, 7 

Rhoden, Traces of the myth of Rudra in the name of, 145 

Rhodes, Colossus of, identified with Rudra, 145 

Rhode and the myth of Rudra, 145 

Rhodemacher, relation of the place with the myth of Rudra, 145 
Ribhus, makers of vessels of wood and metal, 111 
Richard C*ur de lion, Crown on the head of, 98 

Rig Veda, The needle in the, 82, Uma is not mentioned in the, 146, Name of the 
Sun in the, 157, free from phallic ideas, 143, Waggons mentioned in the, 
133, Trumpet’s war-cry, and banners in the, 126, 127, on three shafts to a 
chariot, 130, Employment of the bow frequently mentioned in the, 118, 
Passages from the, relating to female dress, 85, Covering of the bust 
deemed essential in the, 86, Horse and Harness in the, 127, Forms of 
ancient arrows in the, 119, Gold quivers in the, 120, Notices of archi¬ 
tecture in the, 21, 22, 23,. Stone Forts in, 15,21, on walled cities of 
As'uras, 23, on woven cloth, 78, Gold pieces mentioned in the, 20 


Rings, 99, 100 
Risbikulya river, 4 

Rishyasringa, Duties of a Hindu female enumerated by, 85 

Roads for chariots in ancient India, 133 

Rodasi, wife of Rudra, 146 

Rodenburg and the myth of Rudra, 145 

Rodenthin and the myth of Rudra, 145 

Rolte and the myth of Rudra, 145 

Roman chariot, Large Scythes attached to the axle of the, 130 
Rome, Solidity of the architecture of, 41, St. Peter at, 22, Bacchus and 
Ampelus at La Strota near, 76 
Roofs, 22 

Rordng vide Burang. 

Rosa Bonheur, 16 
Rot and the myth of Rudra, 145 
Rotnoe and the myth of Rudra, 145 
Rot-n-no, 129 

Rotholet and the myth of Rudra, 145 
Rottenburg and the myth of Rudra, 145 
Rottenfcl and the myth of Rudra, 145 
Royle’s Productive Resources of India, 80 
Ruanawelle Dagoba, Glass pinnacle of the, 101 

Rudra, The myth of, 113, identified with the Lingam, 145, the male principle 
in creation, 147, is represented with braided hair, 92, Derivation of the 
word, 144, identified with Agni, 144, identified with the Lingain, 145, 
Vdyu changed to Indra and then to, 151, the terrible aspect of Nature, 
146, Temples dedicated to, 136, with golden ornaments, 97 
Rudrayamala Tantra, Quotations from the, 2, 38 
Rukharas, 138, 139 

Rupanarayana river, Boundary of OrissA, 7 

Ruskin, 20, on the use of skulls as architectural ornaments, 67, on the agree¬ 
ableness of ornaments in architecture, 49, on the monumental nature of 
ancient buildings, 73, on the fundamental principles of architecture, 72, on 
the proper location of garlands, 74 
Ruthburg and the myth of Rudra, 145 
Ruthin and the myth of Rudra, 145 
Ruthwel and the myth of Rudra, 145 
Rutland and the myth of Rudra, 145 

s 

Sabaras, Inimical and fierce gods of the, 135 

Sabha Parva, Presents from several potentates of India to Yudhisthira in the 
, 5, 80 

Sacal&dhikara, an architectural work noticed by Ram Raz, 25 
Saccharum Sara, Reed of the, best suited for arrows, 120 
Scandinavia, 145 

Sacrifice, the first lamp of Ruskin’s Canons, 72 
Saddle and Bridle, in ancient sculptures, 127 
Sddi, Mystical poetry of, 154 
Sadri, the Muhammadan form of Chola, 84 
Sailyoddhara, Ceremony of, 38 

S'aivas, Numerical inferiority of the, 141, 148, S’ankara’s Opposition to the, 9, 
Preponderance of the, in the Kes'dri Dynasty, 149 
S'aivaism and S aktaism, how they flourished in Orissa, 148 
S'akapuni on Vishnu, 149 

Sakhya, a stage of friendship previous to the attainment of beatitude, 155 
S'aktaism, in ancient India, 146, Degrading ideas of the divinity in, 148 
and S'aivism how they flourished in Orissa, 148 
I S 'aktisangama Tantra, Locale of Kalinga according to the, 6 
S'akti, Classification of, 148, the abstract form of Uma, 147 
Sakuntala, 133, Mention of the use of spirituous liquors in the, 117, Mention 
of Boddice in the, 86, in the hermitage of Kanva, 89 
Sdkya Race, Mode of life as described in the annals of the, 86 
Sdkya Sinha, Benevolence of, 9,. Uriya followers of the faith of, 8, Scenes from 
the early life of, 91, Signs of greatness of the person of, 59, Followers of, 
24, Glory on a figure of, 68, Missionaries of the religion of, 15 
Salsette, Caves of Kennari at, 23 
Sama Jataka, Quotation from the, 90 

Sama Veda, Mention of gold cloth in the, 79, Allegorical ideas in the, 146 
Samayacliarika Dharma Sutra, ordains the use of jama to a Brahmachari re¬ 
turning home, 86 
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Sambara As'ura, Cito of, destroyed, 21, 22 
Sambhalpur, 4, 24 

Sampata, attitude in drawing the bow, 121 
Sarnpatasana, a kind of ottoman, 104 
Samson, on the Elements of Art Criticism, 73 
\ SAmudrika, on the forms.of good foreheads, 58, copies the Garuda PurAna in 
describing the forms of eye-brows, 59 
Sanatkumara, an architectural work noticed by Pam Eaz, 25 
SAncbi, Nature of the bas-reliefs of, 57, Human figures on the gateway of, 77, 
Clumsy anklets, bangles, &c., of, 97, a tribal name in ancipht India, 83, 
Stronghold from, 18, Battlements at, of Hindu Origin, 42, Tower from,' 
17,- pillars do. different from Assyrian, 18, Scenes of sieges at;' 121, 
Ankusa at, 134, Bas reliefs of, not in Egyptian style, 17, caps and 
turbans at, 94, War chariots of, 130, Representations of flags at, 125, 

> 126, Drinking cups at, 117, cross-lined check moulding at, 17, gateways!, 

at, 78 

Sandilya Sutra, Bhakti developed in the, 153, 164 
Sandipa, 6 r 

Sandstone, Occurrence of, in Orissa, 35 
Sangara, a coasting boat made of one piece of timber, 116 
Sankara Acharya, Persecution of the Buddhists headed by, 8, Biographies, 
extant of, 9, discussion with the Mim&nsakas, 9, Conference with the 
Madhyanaikas, 9, ditto with the Sankhyas, 9 % 

S'ankara Yijaya, 147 

Sankha, Ancient Code of Laws of, on the drbss, &c., of females, 10, 35, 85, on 
leather buckets for raising water from wells, 112 
Sankha Kshetra, Origin of the, 10 
Sankhft-siiihasana, a kind of throne, 103 
SAnkhyas, Sankara’s discussions with the, 9 
Sanseviera zeylanica, Fibres of, used for bow strings, ll9 
SAnta, a stage of quietism preceding beatitude, 155, allied to the Araf state 
of the Sufis, 156 

■ Santals, Traditions of the, 147 

Sanvatya, Hide of sacrificed cattle u^ed for shoes according to, 97 
SannyAsi, a sect, of the Baivas, 138, a houseless mendicant, 89 
Sara, the female principle in creation analogous to MAyA, 147 
Saracenic battlements, 42, on enclosing walls in Puri, 33 
Saracenic Temples, 29 

Sarada Tilaka, Scroll of gold as a nose ornament in the, 98, Use of buttonned 
\ \ Ipodices mentioned in the, 83, Ornaments and cosmetics noticed in 
' / the, 100 ■ . s , - / ' v 

Saraka, a vessel for serving out wine, 110 . . ', \ 

\ SaralAdasa, Uriya Poet, 4 " 

SAranAth, Stone statues oi'BuddhA at, 67 

SAranath Tower, CarVings;made after the completion 'of the building of 
the, 07’ \ ‘ ' 

. Sarasvati, Svadha, transformed into, 147, not an object of worship in tlie Rig 
Veda, 146, as Strong as an iron walled city, 1, 21 * 

Saras vat-yam, an architectural* work noticed by Earn Eaz, 25 
Saratfii, held in high Respect'in India, 133 
Sarayu, jKosafa on the bahks of the, 19, Das'arathaV visit to, 91 
* SarideuV' Parrot pateras fa, 48, Measurements of the temple of, 41, Scroll 
work in, 46, Mystic ornaments in, 48 
Sartor*Resartus, of Carlyle, 8, 88 \ 

Sarva, a name of Eudra, 114 
Sasana Brabmanas of Orissa are Vaishnavas, 149 
Satgarbha Caves, resemble Egyptian buildings, 17 
Sataglmi or the ancient Hindu Mitrailleuse, 121 
Satangaratha, a kind of chariot, 132 
Satakratu, Trita’s prayer to, 78 v 

Satapatha Brahmana, Rudrk in the, 152, Birth of Rudra in the, -144, Anecdote 
liow Eudra became pre-eminent among the'gods in the, 151 
Satarudriya, on cotton quilted cuirass, 125 
Saturn, Black clothing appropriate to, 81 
Satyajit, Anecdote of, in Kapila Sanhita, 10 
Satya KiriyA, a form of mantra uttered by the mother of Sama, 91 
' Satya Yuga, 9, Kings of Orissa in the, 11 
Satyrs, Figures of, 53 

Sauchika, 83, the Sanskrit for a general worker in needles, 83. 

Saunaka, 139 
SaurAshtras, 2 


Saxon style, Hindu temples not built in' th?, 16 
Sayana Acharya, on the triple manifestations of the god Vishnu, 150 
Scandinavia, Emblems of Siva in, 143, Rudra'phief of storms in, 145 
Schlagintweit, Dr. Emil, Relative proportions of the human figure in upper 
India and Tibet, 63, 64 > . . 

Schbol of Art of Calcutta, 54, 56 x . 

Scipio AfricanuS, the first Roman who shaved his beard, 95 
Scott, on the Song of Songs, 154 
Sculptor or Vardhaki, 25 

Sculpture, in Orissan architecture, 46 ’* - 

Scythians, Fabrics of vegetable fibre from the, 80 

Season for building, 37 \ ■ * 

Selvage of cloth, ih ancient sculpture, 81 , ' 

Selinus, Nude figure from, 61 
Seran vide Serden. 

Seraeii, a mahal in Katak, 5 

Seven Lamps of Architecture, vide Ruskin. * > 

Sewed dress in sculptures, 82 
Sewing, Notice of, in the Vedas, 82 

Semites, The, far behind the Aryans in artistic taste, 14, Influence of the phal¬ 
lic idea on the, 145 \ . \ \ \ 

Shah Jehafi, Palace of, 22 ’ V 
Shah.Jehannamah, Orissa in, 11 

ShAhnamah, on the leather apron of a blacksmith used’ for a banner, 
127 

Shahpur, 5 ‘ 

Shaw, on the use of Indian iron tools in Egypt, 119 
Sheaths of swords, 123 

Sheet, Wearing of, by women, enjoined by Gobhila, 85 
Shelley, 88 

Sbergarh, a mahal in Katak, 5 

Slierring, Sacred city of the Hindus, 15, Opinion of, on the antiquity of Indian 
architecture, 14 

Shields of the ancient Hindus, 124 \ • 

Ship, Occurrence of Ocean going, in ancient records of the Hindus, 115 
Shoes and Boots in ancient India, 95 

Shorea robusta, suited for bedsteads, 101 , 

Shurti, a variety of conch shell, 115 \ 

Sibang, a mahal of Orissa now in Medinipur, 5 % 

Sicily, Direction of temples in, 33 

Siddhartha, Full court dress of, 86 . - > 

Sidon, Amnion A 7 A‘ king of,'146 ♦ > 

v SidhyasanaV kind of otfcoihpn, 1Q4 
Sikimite *aroftitocture not affected' by English taste, 16 ' 

Silenos, Costhyie of, 69, Chapkan m the group of, 81, Statue of, in the’* Asiatic 
Society - Museum, 76, Curly-headed figures of, in Col. Staoy’s group, 71 
Silk inaptihnt ^ndia, 79 ' ' ^ 

Silpa SAra^/vides for ascertaining .the direction of temples in, *33 * 

Silpa S'Astm^o modern pandit conversant with, 26, Canons of the, 56, leaves 
no roor^ror the play of the imagination in design, 39 % 

Simpson, W., Opinion of, on the Somanatha gates at Agra, 36 
Simpson and Kay’s India, Orissa in, 12 
Singalese, an order of Buddhist architecture, 24 

Singbhum, 4 V ^ 

Sinhasana, a kind of throne, 103 , ’ * * < V 

Sirens, furnished with feet, tail, icings, &c., of birds, 53 V * 

Sirgujah, 6 

Sisnadevah, Origin of the term, 137 

SitA, Four precious stones, &c., for, 7p, lived in the hermitage of Vasishtha, 89, 
Gold pieces as nuptial presents to, 20, imprisoned in an As'oka grove, 49 
dressed in silk, 79 

• \ 

Sitikantha, a form of MahAdeva, 152 
Sitting, Mode of, in early India, 105 

Situation of building, Importance of, 29, neglected in the present day, 39 
S'iva, Rishis sought the abode ci, 140, Temples of, not excluded from the 
precincts of towns and villages, 141, The Creator and the sun typified in, 
143, Character of, 143, god of the Brahmans, 141, A bull the emblem of, 
126, Objections to Aryan origin of, 139, Replies to ditto, 140, Mahakdla 
a form’of, 142, Prominence of the spouse of, 146, Relation of, to Rudra, 
143, the Yoni and the Lingam united together in, 147, Symbolic figure in 
the-procession of Osiris or, 66, Followers of, prefer to pray facing north, 
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38, represented with five heads, 51,118, Aversion of Hindus to taste the 
offerings made to, 141, Bhuvanes'ara, the selected residence of, 3, 9 
Sivaism, Origin of, 136, whether Hindu or Tamulian, 1S6, Vamachara more 
repulsive than, 148 
S'ivaji, the famous Khandaraj of, 122 
S'ivan, the Yedic word for sewing, 82 
Siva Purapa, 9 
Slvika, in ancient India, 134 
Siyaru, a parganna in Medinipur, 5 
Siyar ul Mutakherin, Orissa in, 11 

Siyulti, on the number of Hindu temples in India, 136, the Journal of Hiouen- 
Thsang, 8 

Skanda Purana, Anecdote of Jagannatha in the, 9, Purushottama Mahatmya, 
a part of the, 10 

Slaves, Presentation of female, to Payu, 79 
Sling and pellet bow, in ancient sculptures, 121 
Slippers, in early India, 95 

Snaffles, Different kinds of, in the Agni Purana, 128 
Sobhabazdr, Nabaratna at, 22 

Socrates, Dialogue of, with Clito, on human figures in stone, 50 
Sofas, in ancient India, 101 
Solidity of temples, 41 
Solomon, Song of, 154 

Somes Vara, Measurements of the temple of, 41, Doors of Bhuvanes'vara in 
the pattern of those of, 36, Deodar pine inaccessible at, 37, Gates of, of 
Deodar pine and not of Sandal wood, 37 
Sonepur, 4 

Song of Songs of Solomon, Allegorical character of the, 154 
Sophia, the Divinity of knowledge among the Gnostics, 157 
Sorai, 110 

South Sea Islands, Engraving on the hafts of war-hatchets from the, 37 
Southern Hindu, an order of Indian architecture, 2a 
Southern Indian, an order of Indian architecture, 7, 24 
Southey’s Curse of Kehama, Orissa in, 12 
Spears of the ancient Hindus, 121 

Specimens of old Indian Poetry, 91 ^ 

Spirituous liquors, Use of, as an element of devotion, 117 
Spittoon, Occurrence of, in early India, 103 
Sraddhatattva of Raghunandana, 110 
Sribastak, a clan of Hindu tailors, 84 
SViharsha, Made dress in the Ratndvali of, 84 
Srukfca, 21 

Stacy, Col. R. L., on tho Mathura group of Silenos, 18, 69, 70 
Steeples in Ayodhyd, 20 

Sterling, derivation of tho name Orissa, 3, on the original seat of the Ods, 4, 
Account of Orissa, 11, analysis of Orissa Vansavalis, 11, extent of Orissa, 5 
Story-teljprs in early India, 106 
St. Francisco’s church at Pisa, Black divinities in, 147 
St. Julien^s Hioiien Thsang, 7, 8 . ^ 

St. Lazar’s Church,.Black divinities in,'J47 t ■ ' *. 

St. Peter’s Church, Black divinities in tilt? pantheon of, 147. 

St. Peter at Rome, 22 v \ \. » \ 

St. Stephen’s Church, Black divinities in, 147 \ 

’ St. Theodore’s Church, Black divinities in, 147 
Strabo, on the glass coffin of Alexander, 111, on soldiers on Indian war ele¬ 
phants, 129, 

Style of dress in ancient India, 81, 84 
Subhasana, a kind of ottohkn, 104 
S'uchi, or needle £n ancient India, 82 
S 'uchika, vide SViichika. 

S'udra, a kind of black earth unfit for building, 37 

S'udraka, Jeweller’s shop noticed in the Toy Cart of, 100,Blippers of females 
in the Toy Cart of, 96, silken raiment in the Toy Cart of, 80 
Sudyumna, 3 

Sufis, Doctrines of the, allied to those of the Bkaktas, 155; 

Suqonko, a parganna east of Bhadrak, 5 

Sukanti brings down the Ganges on the Yindhyd, 10. 

B'ukaralachha, 4 
vSukharas, 138 

Sukhasana, in ancient India, 134, a sect of the Sivaitesj 138, a kind of otto¬ 
man, 104 

Sulaiman, Reign of, in Maghzan Afaghani, 11 N 
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Sultanganj, Copper statue of Buddha at, 63, 64, 67, 70 
Sumitra, sumptuously dressed, 79 

Sundarban, the Das aranya or the ten forests of Wilford, 6 

Sun-worship, 157 

Surajpokhar in Behar, 96 

Surasenas, Effect of an eclipse in Aries on the, 7 

Surya, one of tho three gods of ancient India, 151, Every hymn addressed to, 
is addressed to Krishna, 151, Figure of, dressed in Hessian boot, 96, Fe¬ 
male energy of, not worshipped, 146, the earliest name of the sun, 157 
Suryapaka, in Behar, 96 
Sutradhara, a carpenter, 104 

Sutton, Amos, on Orissa and its Evangelization, 11, on the present wants of 
the Uriyfi dialect, 5 
Suvarnarekha, 2, 5 
Suwannabliumi vide Arracan Coast. 

Svadha, in the Rig Yeda, 146 

Sweetmeats, represented in ancient sculptures, 116 

Switzerland, The pile huts of, 27 

Sword-knots, 123 

Swords, The oldest Indian, 122 

Syandana-ratha, 132 

Symmetry, in architecture, 74, Three kinds of, 74, Proportional, 74, Respective, 
74, Uniform, 75. 

T 

Tablets, Use of woodgn, as writing material, 113 
Tailors, Sanscrit names of, 83, 84 
Taittiriya Aranyaka, Ritual of Yaishnavism in the, 153 
Taittiriya Br&hmana, 78, 100, Anecdote how Rudra became pre-eminent among 
tho gods in the, 152 
Takhtaposh, in early India, 101 

Takhta Suleiman hill, Circular chambered temple on the, 27 

Taki Khan, Muhammad, Naib of Orissa, 5 

Takiya, in early India, 105 

Takseri, a clan of Hindu tailors of Benares, 84 

\ v 

Takshakas, a carpenter, 25,104 ^ * 

TalcMr, Iron from, 3& 

Talliah, a mahal in Orissaf,. 5 * \ 

Tamalites vide Tamralipta. 

Tambluka, a mahal in Orissa, 5 ' ' 

Tamluka, a mahal in Orissa, 5 vide Tamralipti. 

Tamralipta vide Tamralipti. 

Tamralipti, Fa Hian and Hiouen-Thsang in, 7 Buddhist Convents in, 7 ' 
Tampaliptakas, 2, 7 

Tamulian origin of Hinduism, 136, do. of stone architecture, 23, a class of 
architectural structure, 21, art, not known as distinct from the Aryan, 23, 

• temples, different from those of tho Northern Indian races, 24,‘Temples, 
many-chambered and many-storied, 24 
Tamul \^(h*ds, common in Sanskrit works on architecture,' 25 
Tanchora, a class of Hindu tailors, 84 • • 

Tanith, Astofeth offering a vow to, 144\ V . \ A 

Tank^Proxiihify of, to temples recommended, 40 ' ' 

Tanmoliti, As'oka’s Stupa at, 7 • . 

Tantuvaya, the Sanskrit for a tailor, 83 
Tarikh i Khan Jahan Lodi,.11 % 

Tarkua, a mahal in Orissa, 5 \ 

Tartaros, Hundred-headed Typhoeus, son of, 53 
Tatyrs, Forms of the, 53 

Tawney, C. H,, onM;be translation of the term bopis in Homer, 59 
Taylor, Col. Meadows, Opinion of, on the* Dhuti, 81, on Hindu sewed 
dress, 83. 

Taylor, Dr., 7 

Teapoys, Figures of ancient, 106 

Tectona grandis, suited for bedsteads, 101 ' \ 

Telamones, not found in Orissa, 44 \ \ \ 

Telegus, 5 » * 

Telingana vide Northern Circars. 

Telingas, 5 ' • \ ' \ * ' 

Temples of India, 28, always face tho East, 3^, Height of, 40 
Tenant’s Voyages, Orissa in, 12 
Terminalia tomentosa, 87 
Terracotta, Vessels of, 110 











Thatched huts, Indications of, models of, in masonry buildings in Calcutta, 
Delhi, Agra, &c., 22 

Thebes, NudeneBs of the figures at, 01, Colossal statues at, 88, Obscenity of 
the figures of Egyptian deities at, 06 
Theocritus, Joined eye-brows according to, 59 
Theseus fighting with Amazons, 06 
Thigh, Measurements of the, in Orissan figures, 62 
Thornton’s Gazetteer, Orissa in, 12 
Thothmes 111., Chariots of the reign of, 129 
Thrones, in anoient India, 103 
Thucydides, 1 

Thunderbolt of Indra was a lithic missile, 117 
Tiaras in ancient India, 98 
Tibet, goddesses in, 118 
Ticinus Mena, 95 

Tiger’s claws in ancient Indian necklace, 98 
Tikdli Raghundthpur, 5 
Tilottomd, the Indian ideal of beauty, 57 
Timber trees of ancient India, 101 * 

Tirhut, Pali of Orissa, identical with that of, 8 
Tirtha Chintdmani, 10, Account of Puri in, 11 
Tirtbas of Orissa, 10 
Tirtha Ydtrd Paddhati, 11 
Titkuri, a variety of conch shell, 115 
Titus, Julia, daughter of, 59 
Tod, Col., Rajasthan, 2, 45, 83, 85 
Tornara, an ancient Indian weapon, 122 
Tom-tom, in early Indian sculptures, 113, 1.14 
Topar, 95 

Torana or Gopura, a square building for the Gateway, 34 
Toreutic Art, in Orissa, 67 

Torre de Nerone, Architectural conceits in tho frieze of, 54 
Torrens, IP, identifies the Itatnuos with the Sanskrit Ratlnnas or chario¬ 
teers, 130 

Touch-stone or ITemasila, 25 

Tower, The Great, of BhuvanosVara, 44, 30, 47, 43, 42, 65, 46, 50, 44, 
46, 41 

Toy Cart on jewels, 100, on the sheaths of swords, 123, on courtyards, on 
courtyards of houses, Quotations from the, 23, 27, 70, 80, 100, 134 
Transportation, Idea of, occurring in the Veda, 115 
Tree and Serpent Worship, 13, 18, 43, 77, 85, 89, 91,112,116,117 
Treta Age, 11 

Tvibenighat, boundary of Uriya dominion, 4 
Tribhanga, position of Krishna, 60 
Triglyphs, Grecian, after wooden models, 22 
Trikandasesha, 3 

Trita, Mention of weaver’s thread sized with rice in the prayer of, 78 
Tritons, Conception of the, 43, a fantastic idea of the Greeks, 53, of Greece, 
allied to the Nagakanyas,45, are said to have braided hair, 92 
Trumpets, in ancient sculptures, 126, an important member of martial musical 
instruments, 127 

Trunk of cane, in early sculptures, 112 
Truth, the second lamp of Ruskin’s canons, 72 
Tughlak Muhammad, expelled from Dowlatabad, 72 
Tukharas, 80 

Tunnavdya, the Sanskrit for a darner, 83 

Turanian, models imitated by the Aryans of India, 14, race, Influence of 
phallic idea on the, 145, far behind the Aryans in artistic excel¬ 
lence, 14 

Turbans and Caps in ancient India, 94, in the coronation feast of Yudliisthira 
84, 94 

Turbinella rapa, 114 

Turkey, Style of dressing the hair in, 94 

Tuzak i Jehangiri, Orissa in, 11 

Tvashta, the Vulcan of the Hindu Pantheon, 111 

Typhoeus, son of Earth by Tartaros, 53 

Tyrian purple, exclusively used by the Roman Emperors, 81 

Tyrol, Black divinities at Brisen in, 147 


u 

Udayagiri, Boots in the sculptures of, 96, Lion carvings of, 50, Battlements 
at, 42, Bas-reliefs of, 57, Acland on the Greek origin of the Hati Guniphd 
inscription at, 72, 82 

XJdaya Mountain, Chamara from the hair of the cattle on the, 108 

Udyoga Parva, Collection of inflammable articles mentioned in the, 121 

Ugra, a name of Rudra, 144 

Uj jayini, M-ahakala temple in the heart of, 142 

Ulysses, Joined eye-brows of, 59 

Umd, the mother of the Universe, 146, the Purna S'akti or full manifestation, 
148, the foremost of all female energies, 146, Svadhd transformed 
into, 147 

Umbrella, in ancient sculptures, 107 
Ummah, a term of great antiquity, 146 
Upana or Plinth of European orders, 42 
I Jranos, Sons of, had each a hundred hands, 53 
Urdhavahus, a sect of the S'ivaites, 138 
Urihar, 3 

Uriyas, Border warfare of the, 2, 3, 5, averse to clay images of gods, 158, Art 
of the, 56, Madid Panji of the, 11, partial to lion guards at gate¬ 
ways, 34 

Ur mild, dressed in silk, 79 

Uriya language, Geographical limit of the, 5 

Usaiias,-on the profession of the lawful issue of Vais'yas and S'udras, 83 
Usba, a goddess of great importance in the Rig Veda, 146, represented as a 
well attired female, 78, Uncovering the breast of, 85, or Helenic Dawn, 33, 
gives wealth to those who send ships to sea, 115 
Utensils of early India, 109 
IJtkala, holy places of, 2, 3, 5, 10 
IJtkala Kshetra, 9,10 

Uttara, distinguished for his war elephant, 127, had Arjuna for his Sarathi, 133 
Uttararamacharita, on quilted coat, 125 

V 

Vaehaspati Mis'ra, 38, author of Tirtha Chintamani, 11 
. Vaghanasa, an architectural work noticed by Ram Kaz, 24, 25 
Vainayika, a kind of chariot, 132 
Vaishnava Khanka of Skaxnia Purdna, 9 

Vaishijavas, S'ankara’s opposition to tho, 9, Number of, in Bengal, 148 
Vaishnava tendency of the author of Kapila Sanhitd, 10 
Vaishnavism, Modern, 154, of the Brahmanas, 151, of the time of Panini, 152, 
Nature, &e., of the cult, 149, of the early Vedas, 149, of the Purdnas, 153,* 
of the time of Panini, and oF the Itihasas, 152 
Vaisya, a kind of yellow earth, 37 
Vaital Devi, Forage cap in the temple of, 94, 95 
Vaiydghra, a chariot covered with tiger skins, 132 
Vajasaneyi Sanhitd of the Yajur Veda, 125 
Vajra or the thunderbolt of Indra, 117 
Vakratunda, a form of Ganes'a, 158 

Valhalla of the Scandinavians, manifestations of climatic influences on tho mind 
of man, 61 

Vallabhacharya on Bliakti, 155 
Valmiki, vide Ramayana. 

Vamdchdra cult, a gross and repulsive form of Saktaism, 148 
Vdmdchula, 2 

Varnana Parana, on the divinity of the Lingam, 139 
Vanaprasthas, in the Sanchi sculptures, 89 
Vansavalis of Orissa, 11 
Varaha, on a Dakshinavarta conch shell, 114 
Varaha Mihira, see Brihat Sanhitd. 

Varaha Purana, Quotations from the, 138 
Varma or chain mail, in ancient India, 84 
Varman, the surname of Kshatriyas, 125 

Varuoa invoked for an unassailable dwelling, 3, 21, knowledge of ocean- 
going ships, 115 
Varunani, wife of Varuna, 146 

Vasishfha, prays against the Phallic worshippers, 137, Four braids peculiar to 
the family of, 21, 92, Ordinance of Manu supersedes that of, 1-11, had 
the famous cow Nandini, 92, Sita in the hermitage of, 89, Chignons of the 
descendants of, 93 

Vastra, a chariot covered with cloth, 132 
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VastU S 'Sstra, 25 
Vastupradlpa, 25 

Vatsalya, a stage of Vaishnava devotion previous to the attainment of beati¬ 
tude, 155 

Yayu, one of the three gods of ancient India, 14G, Female energy of, not wor¬ 
shipped, 146 

Ved&ntins, The Doctrine of the modern, 156' 

Vegetable life, Representations of, much used in Orissan arcliitecture, 49 
Venus, yellow clothing appropriate to, 81, Uma recognised in, 147, the female 
principle in-creation analogous to Maya, 147 
Venus of the Capitol, Statue of, 57, >60 

; Venus de Mediei ; Statue of, in marble, 49, Softness of the figure of, 57, Atti- 
v tude of, 59<, „ • * . 

Venus Melainis, counterpart of Kali, 147 
Vertical style of ancieht Indian temples, 41 

Vessels,'for water, Figures of early, 110 , Earthen, for cooking, 110, of silver, 

- ' gold, and crystal or glass for drinking, 110 * 

.Vighnesa, Temples for, 25 

.Vifcata, jposture in drawing the bow, 121 

A ikramaclitya, Prakrita of the time of, 8 , .Ujjdymi in the .time'of, 142 
Vikrama tJrvaski, 86 , Heavy.forelock of hofses in the, 128 
Vimapa, 32 
^ 'Yinatas Va, 3 

' Vuriyaka Kshetra, -Origin of the, 10 , • 

Vincfent, Dr., . 6 , >,'.80, 111 , 116,119 

Viriclhya Mpuntain, Chamar from the hair of the cattle on the, 108, Ganges 
: „ ponies 4 own bom the,, as Mahanadi, 10, to the south of the Dasaron, 6 ° 

• Viraja.Kshetra, Origin-of the, 10 

" Virata, Uttara the son of, 133 
. Vishna Pfu4ha vide Wilson. 

, Vi % u ! ^ ur b tl10 selected residence of, 3, 9, Appropriate direction for sitting, 
x wo|^iipping, 38, Prominence of the spouse of, 127,146, Figures of 

in' oblong rooms explained, 27, True character of, in the Vedic times, 151, 

. known to the Zoroastrians, 149, Lion-headed, has his-counterpart in 
• Oceanos, 53; vEsthetically two pairs of hands of,, very like a pair of wings 
' and a.pair of hands, 53, represented with fbur heads, 51, Objections to the 
identification of A'ditya witji,- 350 
. Visor, Use of, 'mentioned in the Mah&bhiSrata, 126 
Vis Vakarma Prakds'a, 25 

Vis 'vakarma, Treatise on architecture by, 24, narrator of Prana Ratnakosha, 25 
Vis Vakarmiya, an architectural' work noticed by Ram Raz, 24, 25 
Vis'vdmrita* 127 

Vis Ves'vara, Temple of, at Benares, 29, 40 
Vitruvius, on the direction of Grecian temples, 33 
Voltaire, on the origin of the worship of Priapus, 65 
Voluta gravis, 114 
Vratya, 132 

40 Vnndavana, Material of the temple of Govindaji, 68 , Dress of figures of Krishna 
■ at > Krishna the ardont lover of the milkmaids of, 71 
Vyasa, Drum not noticed by, 126, the author of the Mahabharata, 23, Sanhita 
of, on the use of wooden tablets, 113 

w 

Wagons, in ancient India, 133 
Waist ornaments, in ancient India, 99 
Wall, Enclosing, in Orissan Temples, 33 
Walls in Orissan Temples, 42, 43 
War-cries of the ancient Hindus, 126 

Ward, on the proportion of Saktas and S'liras in Bengal, 110,-148 

Wasil, or the last stage of excellence of the Sufis, 15G 

Wasso hist, of the Buddhists, 14,92 * 

Watson, Dr., Opinion of, on early Indian dress, 83 
W eather mouldings, in Orissan architecture, 48 ‘ 

TV caving, The art of, mentioned in the Rig Veda, 78 
Weber s conjecture of the Sanskrit word for snaiflo, 128 
Wellington, Duke of, Statues of, 38 


Wells Cathedral, Creation of Eve in, 54 
Westmacott, Mr., Apollo and Daphne, 48, on the statues of iEgina, 55, on the 
influence of Alexander’s conquest on the art of India, 72, Handbook of 
Architecture, 53, Handbook of Sculpture, 54 , slights Indian sculpture, 
51 

Westropp’s Handbook of Archaeology, 54 , 65 

Wheeler, Opinion of, on the Antiquity of Indian architecture, 13, idea of walls 
round the Palace of Das'aratha,13, History of India, 9 , 20, Description of 
walls of Ayodhya not in the original Ramayana, 20 
Wheels for making pots used by the Kumbhakaras, 110 , 130 
Whip and goad, in Sanchi bas-reliefs, 134 
Wilford, 3, 6 

JVillanson, Sir Gardener, on the eminence of the Aoaranians in the use of the 
. sling, 121 , on the history of Egypt from ancient monuments, 77, on tho 
‘'origin ot Egyptian bas-reliefs, 55, Ancient Egyptians, quotations from, 3 , 
9; 55, 95, 110, 114, 139,120,121, 1?4, 133, on the negligent habit of 
Egyptian artists, 95, oirthe rank of ancient Egyptian charioteers, 433 , on 
Egyptian folding stools, 105, oil the length of the Egyptian bow 319 on 
the Egyptian Yoke, 129 '' ’ 

William’s Sakuntala, $ 6 ,' 117 • 

Wilson, H. II., on the odra flower, 2 , Opinion, on^he origin of Hindu architec¬ 
ture, 21 , qn S Ankara, 9, on tho early custom of presenting honorary 
' dresse8 > 79 > 011 iron Javelins, 120, on quilted jackets, 125, on the Sauras, 
157, on the numerical strength of the three leading sects of Bengal, 148, 
on early notice of woven fabric?, 80, on tho import of silk from China, 80, 
on tho date of the Mrichhakati, .133, on the votaries of S'ivaj 138, 
on the number an.d rank of riders on ’elephants, 129, on the worship 
of Ganes'a,.158, on Bhak.tr, >55,. MS. Translations of tho Puranas, 121 , 
Vikrama and Urvasi, 86 ,* Essays, 148, Rig Veda, 20 , 21 , 22 , 78, 79’ 92 
82, 93, t)o, 97, 111, 115, 110, 118, 119, 125, 126, 127, 137, 149 , 54 , 
124, 130, 131, 104, Hindu Theatre, 2, 6 , 14, 20 , 22,23, 27, 70, 80* 8 G 
98, 100 , 12 S, 133, 134, Vishnu Parana, 6 , 59, 86 , 96, 118, 153, Meo-ha- 
duta, 6 , 89, 99, 96, 123, 124, 142 
Winkelmann’s History of Ancient Art, 58, CO, 95 - • 

Wood used only for doors of prissan temples, 36 
Wooden models, Indications in Grccjaq triglyphs/22 
Woods, Hard, of ancient India, 101 ’ 

Wool and Cotton, in ancient India, 79 ' - 

Wotton, Sir H., on the true end of architecture, 39 
Wou-yion, Chinese name of As oka, 4 
Writing materials of the early Indians, 112 

X 

Xenophon, 1 

Y 

Yajur Veda, Mention of brocade xor the, ,79* on cotton cuirass, 125 . 

Yaks tail for chauris,-109 * ' , . • ' - 

Yakshas,*7. * " ' 

YamcsVara temple, Measurement, ottbe, 41, Difierent kinds of Kalasas in the, 

Yamuna,. Material of the Hindu and Patlian edifices on tlio hanks of the, C 8 
Yantramukta, missile cast by machine,- 11 > > ’ ', ’ ' 

Yaska, Vedio words for houses in, 20 , 21 , Notice of ornaments in the Nirukta, 
of 07, on the derivation of the word Sisnadevah, 137, Vedio words meaning 
■wealth quoted by, 120 , S'akapuni on Vaishrjavism quoted by, 149 on the 
names of Sflva, 141 

Yavana, 2 * ' ✓ . . . 

Yogyaratha, a kin'd of djariot, 132 

Yt)Jii and Lingam, Th'e cult of the, 143 , 

Yotcha vide Yakshas^ 19 ' ' vJ 

Yudhisthira, Gopn'ftttm of, 84, Presents brought, by his allies 80, Ivory pre¬ 
sented to, 7, Royal feast of, 18, 19, Palaees of, built by Maya 22 23 
Yule’s Mission to Ava,-33 ’ 

Yu.ktikalpa-taru; on two kiqds.of .umbrella, 107, Sizes of thrones according 
to the, 103, on Chamaras,-108, on diflgrent patterns for prows, 116 on 

charinas, 124 '. 














DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF PLATES 



Plate I. 

MAP OF ORISSA. 

Part of Orissa and the Tributary States, showing tlie sites of all the 
remarkable ancient remains. Owing to the circumstance of its 
having been talren from the Engraved Gazetteer Map, the spelling 
in some instances differs from that adopted in the text; the 
differences, however, are due mainly to the absence of diacritical 
marks in the Map. 
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Plate II. 

ELEVATION OF THE VAITA'L DEUL. 

The Vaital Deiil, or the Temple of Kapiles'vari, faces the east towards 
the Vindus'agara Tank, but the front being covered by the Jaga- 
mohana, the southern fa<jade has been selected for representation 
in the plate. The temple is most sumptuously carved ; but it is 
particularly remarkable for its top, which, instead of ending in a 
truncated cone, as is usual in Orissan temples, terminates in a 
ridge as in the Gopuras of Southern India, and is surmounted by 
three finials. Though the temple is of small size, the quality of 
its sculptured ornaments is in every respect equal to that of the 
more stately ones of JBhagavati and Rajarani, ... ... 43 

Plate III. 

JAGAMOHANA OF THE MUKTES'VARA TEMPLE. 

The temple is of small size, but it is the richest of the minor temples of 
Bhuvanes'vara. The plate represents the right half of the left 
side of the Jagamohana, ... ... ... ... ... ib. 


Plate IV. 

PILASTERS FROM THE GREAT TOWER OF BHUVANES'VARA. 
The pilasters occur on the two sides of the Temple. They are carved 
in bas-relief. No. 5 represents the lotus base, and the garlanded 
shaft of the ordinary Uriya pilaster,... ... ... ... 43 

No. 6 represents the pitcher or Kumbha base, which forms so charac¬ 
teristic a feature of the pillars, pilasters and buttresses of Orissan 
architecture, ... ... ... ... ... ...43,44 


Plate V. 

PILLAR AND PILASTERS FROM BHUVANES VARA. 

No. 4 a. represents an attached round pillar from the Jagamohana of the 
Muktes'vara Temple; it bears a Nagakanya or ophidian maid on its 
shaft, ... ... ... ... ... ••. ... 43 

No. 4b. a pilaster embellished with scroll-work from the Jagamohana of 

the Great Tower, ... ... ... ... ... 43 44 

No. 7a. a pilaster bearing a rampart lion, and having two female figures 

for its capital; from the Temple of Bhagavati, ... ... ib , 


Plate VI. 

PILLARS FROM THE GREAT TOWER AND THE MUKTIMANIIAPA. 
No. 9. Pillar from the interior of the Natmandir of the Great Tower, 44 
No. 10a. Pillar from the inner range of the Mukti Mandapa at Puri. 

The material of this pillar is chlorite, and the shaft is a monolyth, ib. 

No. 105. Pillar from the outer range of ditto ditto, ... ... ib. 


Plate VII. 

ORNAMENTAL BANDS FROM BHUVANES WAR A. 

No. 11. Horizontal Band from the Temple of Muktes'vara. It is 
formed of a gigantic potlios branch enclosed by two rows of 
pellets with a row of lotus petals below, and having for crest a 
human figure, seated on his feet, and leaning on his hands which 
are placed on the feet, ... ... ... ... ••• 
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No. 12. Ditto. This is formed on the model of the last, but the 

details are different, ... ... ... ... ... 46 

No. 13. Ditto from the Temple of Parus'ames'vara. This represents the 

most ornate form of scroll-work, ... ... ... ... ib. 


Plate VIII. 

ORNAMENTAL BANDS FROM BHUVANESVARA. 

No. 14. Upright scroll-work band from the Great Tower, ... ... 46 

No. 15. Ditto from the temple of Paras'urames'vara, ... ... ib. 

No. 16. Ditto from the Great Tower. In this the scroll-work is after 
same model as those described in the last preceding plate, hut the 
foliage is scant, and the loops formed by the winding stalk enclose 
figures of animals, ... ... ... ... ... 47 

No. 17. Ornamental band from the Temple of Rajarani. The band is 

formed of a row of ribbed pyri-form fruits, ... ... ib. 


Plate IX. 

ORNAMENTAL BANDS FROM BHUVANES VARA. 

No. 18. Horizontal Band from the Temple of Rajarani. Similar in 

general design to No. 16, ... ... ... ... ... 4 $ 

No. 19. Ditto from the Great Tower of Bhuvanes'vara, much more 

florid than the last. It has a characteristic group of monkeys for 
crest; from the temple of Paras'urames'vara,... ... ... 

No. 27. Grotesque upon a string of coarse billets and pellets, ... 47 

Plate X. 

ORNAMENTAL BANDS FROM BHUVANES VARA. 

No. 20. Upright scroll-work band from the Temple of Bhagavati, ... 46 


No. 21 . Ditto 

ditto 

S&ri Deul, 


ib. 

No. 22 . Ditto 

ditto 

ditto, 


... ib. 

No. 23. Ditto 

ditto 

from the Rajarani Temple, 


... 46, 47 


Plate XI. 

ARCHITECTURAL ORNAMENTS FROM BHUVANES'VARA. 

No. 24. Ornamental Band from the Muktes'vara Temple. In this 
the scroll is replaced by masses of foliage. For crest it has an 
emaciated hermit with a folding table and a pupil before him,...46,105 
No. 25. Moulding from the Paras'urames'vara Temple. In this the 
scroll and foliage are replaced by lozenges enclosing single flowers 
tied to each other by ribbons. Below the hand the course includes 
a line of ovules, a torus carved over with lotus petals, and a series 
of triangular dentals, ... ... ... ... 47 

No. 26. Ditto from the Muktes'vara Temple. This is entirely dif¬ 
ferent from the preceding, and forms a regular cornice on a corbel 
table, ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 


Plate XII. 

ARCHITECTURAL ORNAMENTS FROM BHUVANES'VARA. 

No. 28—28a. Ornamental band with figures of monkeys from the Muk- 

tes'vara Temple, ... ... ... ... ...45 jqq 

No. 28 b. Latticed window round which the above band is placed, ... 47 


Plate XIII. 

ARCHITECTURAL ORNAMENTS FROM BHUVANES'VARA. 

No. 29. Elephant Frieze from Bhuvanes'vara, ... ... ... 47 , 

No. 29a. Ditto from the temple of Paras'urames'vara, ... ... ib. 

No. 30. Ditto ditto ditto, ... ... ... ... ... n 


Plate XIV. 

ARCHITECTURAL ORNAMENTS FROM BHUVANES'VARA. 

No. 31. Pitcher band from the temple of Paras'urames'vara, ... 47 
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No. 32. Ditto ditto ditto, ... ... ... ... ... 49 

No. 38. Anglo moulding, from the temple of Bhagavati, ... ... ib. 

No. 34. Ornamental band, from ditto, ... ... ... ... il. 

No. 38«. Finial, from the Sari Deiil, ... ... ... ... 48 

No. 386. Ditto ditto ditto,... ... ... ... ... ib. 


Plate XV. 

ARCHITECTURAL ORNAMENTS. 

No. 37. Detail from the Bliagavati temple. 

No. 39. Finial with a chaplet of As'oka leaves, from the temple of 

Bhagavati, ... ... ... ... ... ... 49 

No. 40. Lotus bracket, from the Rajarani temple,... ... ... 48 

No. 41. Centre of rib-segment over a niche, from the Muktes'vara 

temple, ... ... ... ... ... ... ib. 

No. 42. Base of a pilaster from the Great Tower of Bhuvanes'vara, ... 25 


Plate XVI. 

ARCHITECTURAL ORNAMENTS FROM BHUVANESTARA. 

No. 36. Angle of a rectangular band over a flat-headed niche. It 
„ represents two human figures, one in a crouching position support¬ 
ing with uplifted hands the structure overhead ; the other one in an 
unnatural position playing on a dholak. From the Great Tower. 

(See plate XXXI.) . . 47 

No. 43. Seated figure of an old man reduced by emaciation to a 
skeleton, holding a staff in one hand, and having a vessel under 
the other. The vessel is very likely a mortar, and the staff, the 
pestle with which Indian Hemp or siddhi is pounded. From the 
temple of Paras'uiAmes'vara, ... ... ... ... 

No. 44. Moulding, from the temple of Muktes/vara, 

No. 45. The upper part of the back-frame of an image of Bhagavati. 

(No. 63.) From the Great Tower, .. ... ... ... 48 

No. 46. Coat of arms from the top of a niche in the Great Tower. The 
' supports are two nude females each holding a fish. The shield is 
■ oblong and plane. The figure of the last looks very like, and is 

probably, a mirror, ... ... ... ... ... 48 


Plate XVII. 

ARCHITECTURAL ORNAMENTS. 

No.' 49. Boss from the temple of Sari Deiil. It represents a rat 

seated on a flower within the loop of a twig, and gnawing a fruit,.., 48 
No. 50. Ditto ditto. It represents the forepart of a boar, the body 

being covered by the leaf of a succulent cucurbitaceous plant, ... ib. 

No.'51Ditto ditto. The figure shown is of a parrot seated in the 

y loep of a cucurbitaceous twig and pecking its feathers,... ... ib. 

-No.*.52. Ditto ditto. A turkey pecking its feathers, ... ... ib. 

No. 53. Ditto ditto. It shows the foreparts of a deer and of a fawn 

in the loop i>f a cucurbitaceous twig, ... ... ... ib. 

No. 55. Part of a frieze, from Muktes'vara. It represents a group of 
three deer, three, hinds and a fawn. (Not described in the First 
volume.) ... ... ... ... ... ... 47 

No. 57.' A boss from the temple of Muktes'vara. It represents a 
whimsical combination, of two heads, two pairs of legs, and four 
trunks, which produce four complete human or quasi-human figures. 

. The head§ r trunks and limbs are so placed as to do duty for four 
figures, But at a glance no more than two human figure's strike the 
, eye from whichever side the group may be seen, ... ... 48 


Plate XVIII. 

STATUES FROM BHUVANES'VARA. 

No. 58. Figures of a lover and his mistress; from the Great Tower,... 57, 94 
No. 59. Ditto of a danseuse; from the Vaital Deiil, ... ... ib. 

No. 60. Ditto ditto, ... ... ... ... ... ib. 

No. 61. Standing figure of Ganes'a found in a niche in the Great 
Tower of Bhuvanes'vara. Height 5 feet. 


Plate XIX. 

STATUES FROM BHUVANES'ARA. 

No. 63. Figure of Bhagavati in a niche in the Great Tower of Bhu¬ 
vanes'vara. It is 7 feet high, and placed on a rich pedestal with a 
sumptuously carved back-frame (No. 45) ; its material is chlorite, 57,98,99 


No. 142. Figure of KArtikeya in a niche in the Great Tower of Bhtl- 
vanes'vara. It is 7 feet in height, and placed, like the last, on a 
rich pedestal. In the original there is a page in attendance on 
each side. Material chlorite, mutilated in some places, ... 98, 99 


Plate XX. 

SCULPTURES FROM BHUVANES'VARA. 

No. 65. A lotus seat from tfio Great Temple. (Not noticed in the 

First Volume.) ... ... ... ... ... ... 48 

No. 656. A lion rampant over a crouching elephant, from the Temple 
of Muktes'vara. The lion has a rich housing, with a croupier, 
kicking straps, breast and belly-bands, and broad stirrups. The 
bridle includes a snaflio, cheek-straps, nose-band, gullet, and a 
large crest; the rein is of cord. Pendant from the mouth of the 
lion is a curious ornament of cords and tassels. The rider is 
dressed in a dhuti, and armed with a khagda, or broad Indian sa¬ 
crificial sword. (Not noticed in Vol. I.) 

No. 65c. A rampant lion like the last, but its head terminates in an 
elephantine trunk. Its housings are similar to that of No. 656. 

The rider is an Amazonian female, armed with a khanda, and 
engaged in combat with a warrior armed with a straight sword 
and shield, and crouching under the rampant animal. (Not 
noticed in the First volume). From Muktes'vara. 


Plate XXI. 

PATTERNS OF ANCIENT CLOTHS. 

No. 67. Pattern of cloth. Stripes set off with spots and zig-zag lines. 

From the Vaital Deiil, ... ... ... ... ... 81 

No. 68. Ditto. Stripes set off with spots only. Ditto, ... ... id. 

No. 69. Ditto. Stripes of triple lines. Ditto, ... ... ... ib. 

No. 70. Ditto. Stripes of single lines. From the Temple of Lakshmi, ib. 

No. 71. Ditto. Stripes of oblique double wavy lines, ... ... ib* 

No. 72. Ditto. Horizontal double wavy lines with flowers on the 

ground, and scroll border,... ... ... ... ... ib. 

No. 73. Ditto. Horizontal double wavy lines with lozenge pattern 

spots on the ground, ... ... ... ... ... ib. 

No. 74. Ditto. Horizontal double wavy lines with flowers on the 

ground and scroll border, ... ... ... ... ... ib * 

No. 75. Ditto. Richly wrought horizontal stripes. From the Great 

Tower of Bhuvanes'vara, ... ... ... ... ... ib. 

No. 76. Ditto. Ground set off with sprigs from the statue of Sildnos. 

From the Indian Museum, ... ... ... „. ib. 


Plate XXII. 

FORMS OF DRESSES IN ANCIENT INDIA. 

No. 7 6a. Female figure clad in a payajama of striped cloth. From the 

Vaital Deiil, ... ... ... ... ... ... 81-83 

No. 77. Female figure clad in a sari of striped cloth. From ditto,... ib. 
No. 78. Ditto ditto ditto, ... ... ... ... ib. 

No. 79. Figure of a man clad in a dhuti of striped pattern cloth. 

From the same place, ... ... ... ... ... ib. 

No. 80. Figure of a man clad in dha<ja. From the same place, ... 83 

No. 81. Figure showing the style of putting on the dhuti by ^people 

of the middle classes, ... ... ... ... ... 84 

No. 84. Figure showing the style of putting on the dhuti as a gha^a, 

or wrestler’s dress. From Lakshmi’s Temple, ... ... 83 

No. 85. Figure showing the style of putting on the dhuti by labourers 

and common people. From the same place, ... ... ... 84 

No. 86. Ditto ditto ditto, ... ... ... ... ib. 


Plate XXIII. 

FORMS OF DRESSES IN ANCIENT INDIA. 

No. 83. Figure of Annapurna dressed in a bodice and ghagara. 

From the temple of Muktes'vara, ... ... ... ... g3 

No. 87. Figure showing the style of putting on the dhuti by middle 

class people j from the Great Tower, ... ... ... §4 

No. 88. Figure of a monk on a rail-post from Mathura, showing a 

jama made of check pattern cloth, ... ... ... ...81,82 

No. 89. Figure of a female clad in a kilt. From Sanchi, copied from 
Fergusson’s Tree and Serpent Worship, 

No. 90. Ditto of a chamberlain dressed in a jama. From Amaravati, 
copied from ditto, 
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No. 91. Warrior clad in coat, mail and helmet. From Amaravati, 
copied from ditto, ... ... ... ... >•» 

No. 92. Warrior clad in a coat. From S&nclii, copied from ditto, ... 
No. 93. Piliyuka, king of Benares, shooting Gotama in the person of 
Sama. From Sanchi, copied from ditto, 

No. 94 a. A king of Kalinga clad in a tunic, shooting arrows at his 
assailants. From the Gaqes'a Gumpka, XJdayagiri. 
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Plate XXIV. 

A STATUE FROM UDAYAGIRI. 

No. 94. Two views of a figuro in the Queen’s Palace Cave of Udayagiri, 
showing the boots and the stylo of the jama or long coat in use in 
anciont India, ... ... ... ... ... ... 


Plate XXV, 

FOEMS OF OKISSAN CHIGNONS. 

No. 95. Figure showing a chignon projecting straight from behind the 
head, ... 

No. 90. v Ditto ditto sloping down behind the head, 

No. 97. Ditto ditto rising obliquely upwards from behind the head,... 

No. 98. Ditto ditto, copied from the Illustrated London News , show¬ 
ing coiffure in fashion in Paris in 1866, 

No. 99. Ditto, showing a chignon tied on the left side of the head, ... 

No, 100. Ditto, showing a curious chignon of braided hair projecting 
behind the head, ... ... ... 

No. 101. Ditto ditto rising obliquely upwards, ... ... ... 

No. 102. Ditto showing a style of coiffure in which the hair is tied 
into two chignons on two sides of the head, ... 

No. 103. Ditto showing a style of coiffure in which the mass of hair 
first hangs down behind the head, and then curls up in a curious 
screw form, 

No. 104. Ditto ditto in which the hair is tied in the shape of a 
Chako, ... ... ••• ... 

No. 105, Ditto ditto ditto, 

No. 106. Ditto ditto in which the hair is tied into three balls, 

No. 107. Ditto ditto in which the hair is twisted into six upright rays, 


82 


93 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 


ib. 

ib. 

94 

ib. 

ib. 


Plate XXVI. 

FOEMS OF ANCIENT OEISSAN CHIGNONS AND HEAD DEESSES. 
No. 108. Figure showing a style of coiffure in which the hair is 
twisted into numerous small rays, ... ... ••• 

No. 109. Ditto ditto into three flowing curls, ... ... ... 

Ditto ditto into horizontal lateral rays, 

Ditto showing a turban. From the Great Tower, 

Ditto ditto ditto, 

Ditto ditto ditto, , ... ... ... ••• 

Ditto showing a priest’s cap tied with a fillet, ... 

Ditto showing a rich brocade cap for a female, ... ... 

No. 115a. Ditto showing a rich crown or to$ar for a goddess, 

No. 116. Ditto showing a tiara for a female, 

No. 117. Ditto showing a pendant chignon. The lady is engaged in 
writing something on a tablet. The original is from Bliuvane* 
s'vara, and is now preserved in the Indian Museum, 


No. 110. 
No. 111. 
No. 112. 
No. 113. 
No. 114. 
No. 115. 


113 


Plate XXVII. 

OENAMENTS FOE THE EAES ’AND HANDS IN MEDIAEVAL 
OEISSA. 

No. 118. A shield-like ear ornament, ... 

No. 119. A tulip drop and shield-like ear ornament fringed with pearls, 
No. 120. A shell-pattern ear-ornament with a tulip drop,... 

No. 121. Fan-shaped ornament for the top of the ear, 

No. 122. Ear ornament of pearls and gold plates, 

No. 123. Bracelet and armlet, 

No. 124. 'Ditto ditto, 

Nos. 125 and 126. Bracelets, 

No. 127. Bracelet, armlet and ring, 

No. 128. Bracelet and armlet; 

No. 129. Ditto ditto, 


98 
ib. 
ib. 
ib. 
ib. 

99 
ib. 
ib. 
ib. 
ib. 
ib. 


Plate XXVIII. 

OENAMENTS FOE HANDS, LEGS AND FEET. 
No, 130. Bracelet and armlet, 
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No. 131. 
No. 132. 
No. 133. 
No. 134. 
No. 135. 
No. 136. 
No. 137. 
No. 138. 
No. 139. 
No. 140. 
No. 141. 


Bracelet, ... 

Bracelet and ring, ... 

Ornament for the ankle (gujri), 
Ditto for ankle and foot, 

Ditto for the foot, ... 

Ditto for the leg, ... 

Ditto ditto of a different pattern, 
Ditto ditto and for the foot,... 
Ditto for the ankle and the foot, 
Ditto for the foot, ... 

Ditto ditto, 
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.. ib. 
.. ib. 
.. ib. 
.. ib. 
.. 100 
.* ib. 
99, 100 
99 

99, 100 
.. 99 
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No. 
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No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

Nos, 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 


175. 

176. 

177. 

178. 

179. 

180. 
181. 


184. 

185. 

186. 

187. 

188. 
189. 
190.. 


Plate XXIX. 

ANCIENT INDIAN AEMS. 

Copper sword without quillon \ from the Indian Museum,,.. 
Ditto with ditto; from ditto, ... ... 

Copper lance-head; from ditto, 

Double-hladed sword; from Bhuvanes'vara, 

Ditto with a different kind of handle and guard; from ditto, 
Broad, straight sword, broken; from ditto, ... ... 

Jagged sword, straight blade and handle j from ditto, 

182. Straight sword, good modern handle, lancet-head; fr6m ditto, 

183. - Ditto in scabbard, common in Bhuvanes'vara and Sanchi,... 
Lancet-headed dagger; from Bhuvanes'vara, 

Deer-head handled dagger; from ditto, 

Nepalese knife or kukri; from ditto, ... 

Ganes'a’s battle-axe; from ditto, 

Battle-axe, broad blade j from ditto, ... ... 

Curved-hladed ditto; from ditto, ... ... 

Trident; from Sanclii, copied from Cunningham’s Bhilsa 

Topes,,.. ... ... ... ••• ••• 

191. Long adge-like bladed battle-axe tied with rope ; from ditto 

ditto, ... ... ... ... 

192. Crescent-bladed ditto ; from ditto ditto, 

193. Trident; from ditto ditto, ... ... 

194. Elephant goad; from ditto ditto, 

.195 and 196. Tridents; from ditto ditto, ... 

197. Crescent headed lance; from ditto ditto, 

Javelin with pennon ; from ditto ditto, 

Discus; from Bhuvanes'vara, ... ... 

Dao or bill-hook; from ditto, 

Short club; from ditto, ... ... ... ... 

Long club; from ditto, ... ... ... ... 

Bow; from ditto, ... 

Short Javelin ; from ditto, ... ... 

Triangular dagger; from ditto, ... 

Club; from ditto, ... ... ... 

Club; from Puri, ... ... ... 

Staff; from ditto, ... 

Flag; from Sanchi, copied from Cunningham’s Bhilsa Topes, 
Ditto; from ditto ditto, 


198. 

199. 

200 . 
201 . 
202 . 

203. 

204. 

205. 

206. 

207. 

208. 

219. 

220 . 


122 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 

123 

ib. 

ib. 

122 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 

ib. 

134 

122 

ib. 

ib. 

121 

123 

122 

ib. 

103 

121 

123 

122 

ib. 

ib. 

126 

ib. 


Plate XXX. 

ANCIENT INDIAN AEMS AND MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS. 

No. 209. Circular shield; from Bhuvanes'vara, ... ... ... 124 

No. 210. Oval ditto; from ditto, ... ... ... ... ib. 

No. 211. Circular ditto; from ditto, ... ... ... ... ib. 

No. 212. Oblong, small; from the Indian Museum. ... ... ib. 

No. 213. Trapizoid ditto; from Sanchi, copied from Cunningham’s 

Bhilsa Topes, ... ... ... ... ... ... ib. 

No. 214. Ditto; from ditto ditto, ... ... ... ... ib. 

No. 215. Oblong ditto ; from ditto copied from Fergusson’s Tree and 

Serpent Worship, ... ... ... ... ... ib. 

No. 216. Ditto; from ditto ditto, ... ... ... ... ib. 

No. 217. Canoe-shaped ditto; from the Indian Museum, ... ... ib. 

No. 218. Pageant ditto; from Konarak, ... ... ... ib. 

No. 164. Harp; from Sanchi, ... ... ... ... 113 

No. 166. Ditto ditto, - ... ... ... ... ib. 

No. 167. Vina; from Bhuvanes'vara, ... ... ... ... ib. 

No. 168. Guitar; from Amaravati, ... ... ... ... ib. 

No. 169. Dholak; from Bhuvanes'vara, ... ... ... ib. 

No. 170. Ditto ditto, ... ... ... ... ... ib. 













179 


No. 171. Fluto; from ditto, 

No. 172, Pakhwaj ; from ditto, 
No. 173. Trumpet; from ditto, 
No. 174. Conekshell; from ditto, 


114 
ib. 
ib , 
ib. 


Plate XXXI. 

. a NICHE FROM; THE-GREAT TOWER OF BHUVANES'VARA. 
Tlie niche is situated on the northern side of the Great Tower. There 
are twelve such on the Temple, two on each side-pier; the front . .' 
being covered by the Jagamohana there is none on that side. 

The scroll-work bands round these niches have been executed 
with great care, and are the finest specimens of the land of work 
at Bhuvanes'vara. The central figure in ther^ niche 'shown oft, 
the plate is that of Indra seated on his famous' white ele- » 
phant. Indra’s figure is very much mutilated, but the elephant 
is 'all blit perfect, wanting, bnly the off hind leg and the tail. On 
each side of the ^Jephant there is a female attendant holding a v 
chauri. Above her are two songstresses seated, on full-blown 
lotuses. ^ Over the latter appear two dancing girls engaged in their 
>• vocation; then two musicians playing on mridanga; and lastly two 
fairies bringing garlands for the divinity in 'the centre. The < 

» upper threffgroiips are represented walking on masses of clouds, as 
befitting tho-retinue of the god' of the firmament. The figures 
on the right side are very much mutilated. The figures enclosed 
in the loops of' the •,scroll-work bands on the two sides j inelude v a 
pigeon, a fish, a dog,' a buflaloe, three elephant^, a long-haired 
♦Yamunapan goat, four'b’oars) deer, a turkey, two slibep, and a boy. ' . 
^See Illustrations Nos. 14 and 10,' Plate Yfl’I.) . On the upper b and 
' , or frieze, the central frame contains a crown or .topar supported by 

* two flying fairies, who have their legs uplifted,* au^ the feet resting 
011 tllOir "heads : the off band of pnnli linlrlsi ti. Mtamofa •'Or. 


on their heads; the off hand of each holds abliamara. To tho 
left of the central frame, the first figure is that of a female in a 
flying position, playing orf a gong; the second, also a female in the 
game position, is advancing with a garland ; and the third, a stout 
athlete supporting, in a crouching position, the weight of the super¬ 
structure. The three figures ofThe left side are repeated on the 
right side, but the gong is replaced by cymbals, and the garland 
by a dholak. The crest on the top of .the first comice has on it an 
athlete wrestling with a hound. The wrestler is repeated on the 
crest of the second cornice, but without the dog, 


Plate XXXII. . 

A NICHE FROM THE TEMPLE OF BHAGAVATI'. 

The style and decorations of the niche are entirely different from those 
of the preceding. The figure in the*, cent rq is that of the four- 
handed Bhagavati, standing on a lotus. On 'each side of the lotus is 
a chakora, or the bortavelle —Tetrao wifrn, which bird is said to live 
upon the nectar of the moon, and mistaking the feet of the goddess 
for moons has come for its favorite drink, Tho other figures aro 
attendants of the presiding goddess,... 


Plate XXXIII. , • • 

ARCHITECTURAL ORNAMENTS FROM THE GREAT 
TOWER OF BHUVANES'VARA. 

No:- 4Ga. ‘Represents the interior of a room, with a lady of rank 
' seated on an ottoman or takhtajoosha , resting her left hand on a 
pillow behind, and having a woman squatting on the ground in 
front,. probably a story-teller, with two attendants behind her. 
On each side of this group thero is an attendant holding a chauri. 
There is also a boy behind the mistress of tho room. Over tho 
room is showft. the peculiar eccentric ornament noticed on page 48; 
it is supported, on each side,'by a female figure. The ornament 
has very^ much the appearance of a coat of arms. A second version 
of this.coat of arms peems on the top of thejirsfc, differing only 
in a few minor details. There are at least twenty such interiors of 
rooms shown on the Great Tower, but the occupants are differently 
disposed, ... ' ... , * ... .*,* ‘ •' 


43 


14 


106 


No. 


465. Is from the temple of Bhagavati. It shows a most elabo¬ 
rate specimen of the ornament, which, for want of a better name, 
I have called a coat of arms. Of course it is a purely architectural 
ornament, and neither, owes its origin to European coats of arms, 
nor does it subserve their .purpose, ... 


48 


No, 


No. 


Plate XXXIV. 

PQMKSTJtC VESSELS. 

151. A vase,’ .actual size‘in different specimens from two to six 

.feet, Used for domestic purposes,\as also as an ornament for the 
tops of temples, porches, &c. \.I do' nedi\einei]4bei\the exact sizo of 
the, one from which the drawing was takei^' ... » . 

152. . Ditto,—largest'size seen four feet.; smallest tv^o feet'll,do 
not remember the exact size of th\ ono from' which' tho drawing 
was taken, 
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No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 

-No. 

Np!; 

No. 


No. 

No. 

No. 


vNo. 

N ^ 

No; 


No 


153a* A water oarafe or goglet. It Vas in use,in Bengal up to 
the beginning of this century, all d Was Called ALmriti or nectaiv vessel, 
1535.\^Dittp. The ‘height differs in different specimens from 
twelve tp fourfce<m k inchq*, 4 .* v \..‘ ^ a 

1,61. A bpwl for keeping milk or slrerbet. The height in' different 
specimens varies fr&jt 8 to lO.inclifes, v . ... ' ... . 

158A wifteuup. 'kdiglit k inches, breadth 3^ inches,. 

159. v Ditto.. '.Height 4. inches ; breadtli 24 inches, \ K ... 

^160. '’A square cup. Bright 6 inches,;. breadth'4 inches, . \ .... 
,1-62. A circular ^owh Heights inches'; breadth. Q .incites. ' 
original 'is in.tlio hand*, of Gages'a^ (Illustration No- 61), 
\wharft it hol^ls a number of globular cakes which the £qd is ieikir^ly 
taking^out with, the end of his trunk, s .... 

• '154. - A decanter for wino'qr. wateV.\. Height' 8 inches, k , . • ;* 

15,5. Ditto, Ditto, ... t# V, 

156.. Ditto, Ditto, 

157> -A casket probably of cane work. Height 8 inches, 

.163, An urn for holy water. Height 8 inches, 

k65'. ‘ A casket. Height 12 inches; (ueadth .8 ifiches,... 


ib. , 


ib. ' 


ib. 


k\ 

x\ 


ib.\ S ' 
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v\v‘C 
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. v s > 
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ib. ’ 


^ ib. ' 
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* ,VN RpA^XXXV: ’ ' V \ V . 

•\ C4tkAi,s gF pillars. 

G. 1. From the Temple of S'is'ires'v^ra, v 

F. 3. From the Temple of Vaital Devi. v \ *’« 

In both these specimens the capital is forhject ,of‘*ftli. ‘elaborately ^ornate 
pitcher, with garlands flowing out from it^giouth, and supplying 
the place of tho volutes of European architecture. -Over .the 
pitcher is a tile with a cyma reversa cut into lotus petal*, and 
edges of the abacus decorated with floral designs, ..*. 


. v 

• V* V . 

v V 


N v‘\ v 
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No. 


^o. 

‘ No.- 


Plate XXXVI. 

143. Moulding from the side of a latticed window in' the. Jaga- 
rnohan of the Muktes'vara Temple. (See plate XII.) It‘is fanned * 
of a series of serrated four-petalled flowers strung one over thq other 
m a garland. The effect is very striking. The middle line is*formed 
of small four-petalled flowers lying flat side by side ; \nd locking 
something like the ball flower of the mediaeval European artists'., 

The inner line is formed of scroll-work. On the middle of t he band ' ’ 
a square pannel bearing tjie.figure of a female in a grotesque' ^ 
position,^wit h a - , youth striding' aord§s. h6r'left thigh : bot\ the 
figures Arc^dresseA in high hoots, \ x 

144.. Aeolus bracket of an elegant'- design from the 'Rajarani . 
Temple. \ < 

145. Floral hinds frort^fehe sides'of the* above. 

146. Detail from xapilasW in the Yaital.Dkul. In the onginal‘ x 

the lowest frame contains a group,—a. cavalier with a crouching ' 
human figure under his horse,, and- having a lion and a camel N ' 

behind him. « (This portion is not., shown in the plate.) Above v 

it is aft .oblong carved pannel, surmounted'^ a semicircular *aroh 
formed of half a lotus flower,. The artist seems to, have been a 
close observer of nature, and taken'pain* evc^* (o reproduce the 
mouths of the ovaries in the'tfiahimi of tho flowpVs! The'lptus • • 
flower is oi the conventional-type. architectural oVihilqent 

it is very effective. * ' \ , ’* \ . 
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ANTIQUITIES OF ORISSA 


PLATE III, 
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PLATE V. 



Drawn and lithd. by A. P. Bagchi, 8tudent, Govt. 8cbool of Art. Calcutta. 
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PLATE VI. 
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